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      Others questioned the poll’s cost and asked for clarifica-

tion regarding the amount of revenue that might be gener-

ated.

      As one of two residents in support, former Orinda Mayor

Bill Judge described road repair as “unfinished business.”

      Council Member Severson asked Metz to clarify FM3’s

margin of sample error (plus or minus 4.9 percent), and was

told this is “just the random chance effect” – different indi-

viduals might vote, support for the measure might change.

      City Manager Janet Keeter advised the Council that if it

wishes to raise Orinda’s sales tax, it would need to bring the

issue before voters in November rather than June 2012 be-

cause, by law, the City may only place general use sales tax

measures on ballots of regularly scheduled general elections

– unless it can show that it has a genuine financial emer-

gency.

      In response to the Council’s concerns about having both

a City and State sales tax measure on the same ballot, Metz

advised that, in FM3’s experience, when local and state tax

measures are scheduled during the same election, local

measures generally still pass.

      If approved, Orinda’s sales tax would take effect January

1, 2013; however, said staff, the mechanism for the State to

begin collecting new taxes would likely not be in place until

April 1 with revenues not reaching City coffers until Sep-

tember.  

      Council Member Victoria Smith observed that it will be

important for the Council to clearly explain its decision to

residents: “Here’s the plan. We’re spending the money on

roads.”

     The Council will continue its deliberations on Feb-

ruary 21.
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WHAT IS YOUR REAL ESTATE
STRATEGY FOR 2012? 

The Lamorinda market is in very short supply of homes for

sale.  Many capable buyers are looking and waiting for the

‘right’ home to buy. Interest rates remain very low and

financing is available. If you are considering selling anytime this

year, then it’s time to strategize. Call me now to discuss how

to best achieve your real estate goals in 2012.
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