
Orinda resident Carl Blake

Miller had his day in court,

again.  The Contra Costa County Dis-

trict Attorney’s Office filed felony

criminal charges against the former

real estate broker, which included

embezzlement, theft, forgery, even

taking money from a local Boy Scout

troop, though that was later returned,

this past summer.   He’s been out on

bail since July of 2011 after pleading

not guilty.  

      

In an interesting twist last week

at Walnut Creek Superior Court, two

office buildings had been put up as a

property bond in lieu of posting cash

bail for Miller, to satisfy the $327,500

bail amount.  The owner of one of the

properties wants to refinance the

building, so asked Judge Bruce Mills

if he could have it back.  He was in-

formed by Mills that he would have

to file a proper motion, and go

through the necessary procedures to

complete his request.

      

“This changes everything,” said

District Attorney Ken McCormick.

If half of the bail value disappears,

“I’ll request that he be put in cus-

tody.”  It’s unknown at this time if

someone else may step forward with

another property bond, or to post bail.

The next court date is set for March

22, to give the public defender more

time to review documents.  In addi-

tion to criminal charges, Miller is also

charged civilly in a number of related

cases.  

      

Miller is the former administrator

of Geneva Fund Investments, a real

estate investment firm which was lo-

cated on Northwood Drive in Orinda.

Key charges in the case revolve

around the disappearance, possibly

for personal use, of a significant

amount of money.  District Attorney

McCormick estimates the loss at less

than $2 million, from approximately

a dozen investors, and suggests

Miller lived a lavish lifestyle with

other people’s money. 

      

Miller is the son of famous Cali-

fornia real estate law guru Eugene

Miller, one of the founders of law

firm Miller Starr Regalia who liter-

ally wrote the book – rather books;

it’s evolved into a twelve volume en-

cyclopedia on real estate law, of

course with the assistance of other at-

torneys in the firm.

      

“He was getting greedy,” sur-

mised Doug Kohen, who along with

his father Dr. Joseph Kohen lost a

substantial amount of money.  “I

have no sympathy for Carl.  His fa-

ther is probably rolling in his grave.”

He presumes the money is simply

gone, and even if there is some kind

of settlement, it would be “pennies on

the dollar – if anything.”  Miller filed

for bankruptcy protection in Septem-

ber.  

      

Financial records show his spec-

tacular seven bedroom, 5,300 square

foot home in Orinda’s Sleepy Hollow

neighborhood, was used as an ATM,

and is slated to be sold in foreclosure

on the Martinez Courthouse steps on

February 28.  ForeclosureRadar lists

the value of the house at $2,283,000;

however there are existing loans on

the property of over $2,600,000. 

      

There’s a striking similarity be-

tween Miller’s situation, as an Orinda

based real estate “hard money”

lender, and the Ng family’s Lafayette

based “hard money” lending firms -

RE Loans and Bar-K, Incorporated

(see the article in our January 18,

2012 issue, archived at  www.lamor-

indaweekly.com.)  Although he’s

been at the helm of Geneva Fund for

approximately ten years, prior to that,

Miller worked with the Ng family at

Bar-K.  Both firms are now being in-

vestigated.  

      

“Mr. Miller is seeking a respon-

sible resolution of the case that will

be fair to all parties,” said Deputy

Public Defender Jeffrey Landau.

“Several of the Prosecution’s allega-

tions are over-reaching.  Mr. Miller is

focusing on providing for his family

and children and responsibilities at

home.”
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Lafayette Jazz Festival

Thanks to our Supporters!
* Diablo Foods* Oakwood Athletic Club * Minuteman Press* Lafayette Chamber * 
* City of Lafayette * Julia Burke Foundation * Lamorinda Music * Mechanics Bank *

 * Lafayette Community Foundation * Lafayette Partners in Education * 
* * Rotary  of Lafayette * Kaiser Permanente Senior Advantage * 

Generations in Jazz presents: 12th Anniversary

Tickets $10 Adults $5 Student

Available at the Lafayette Chamber 
 * (925) 284-7404 * 

The Big Band of Rossmoor
Private Party

J. Kyle Gregory Quartet
and Stanley Jazz Messengers

The Realistic Orchestra
 and the Acalanes Jazz Ensemble

March 8th - 11th

Contra Costa County 
Honor Jazz Bands

Acalanes Performing Arts Center

Michael Frazier                                            
Vice-President, Portfolio Manager 

and Moraga Resident
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Investment Management

Individual Stocks and Bonds
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www.bedellinvest.com

Financial Planning

    
r 

Fighting for Paradise
... continued from page A6

     
“In addition to the adjacent

open space areas, the amount of
land area suitable for develop-
ment in downtown is further con-
strained by the narrow and long
valley location of downtown that
has a limited number of access
points and thereby restricted cir-
culation.... Some of these con-
straints to development are also
assets to the community and to
the region that the City is respon-
sible for protecting.”

     

Telling ABAG and MTC that

“the household growth in the IVS

is too aggressive,” Smith also ar-

ticulated the City’s need for fund-

ing “for a local jitney to connect

Orinda Village (north of highway

24) to the Theatre District (south

of 24) and to BART,” for im-

proved bus service, and to cover

the expenses that the City would

incur as fallout from the ABAG-

MTC plan.

     

Smith further injected a dose

of reality, saying that between the

City’s 1985 incorporation and its

25th anniversary, Orinda added

only 737 dwelling units. “It is not

realistic to expect a 260% in-

crease [to 1,920 units] in the rate

of housing production in commu-

nity that is mostly built out.”

     

Although ABAG and MTC

prepared four revised household

and job growth scenarios in re-

sponse to the input received from

Bay Area community leaders,

Orinda officials believe those

projections continue to be way off

the mark. Stating that the projec-

tions were “completely out of line

and unrealistic for Orinda” be-

cause they were prepared by

ABAG-MTC before the 2010

census data was released, City

Planning Director Emmanuel

Ursu advised the Council that

staff will be telling the regional

planning agencies to take another

look at their figures. Coun-

cil Member Dean Orr observed

that the One Bay Area plan ap-

peared “to be moving at some

pace, some speed,” at the direc-

tion of “jurisdictions outside of

our authority,” and asked if

Orinda could simply opt to not

comply with the regional plan-

ning. Ursu said that this was one

option, but also explained that

non-compliance could hurt

Orinda because ABAG-MTC’s

planning is tied to regional hous-

ing allocations doled out by the

State of California.

     

Orr then asked if other Bay

Area cities had expressed con-

cerns about the accuracy of

ABAG-MTC’s data. Ursu said

there has been a great deal of

“pushback,” referencing the City

of Lafayette’s response as one ex-

ample. 

     

Smith likened the IVS to put-

ting the cart before the horse.

ABAG and MTC are expecting

the City of Orinda to engage in

extensive sustainability planning

without providing the funds nec-

essary to do so. She strongly

urged ABAG and MTC to expand

their public hearings beyond

Dublin and Richmond to ensure

that area residents will have their

voices heard at programs pre-

sented at Lamorinda locations.

Life and Peace Elder Care
Family owned business caring for your loved ones.

Service 24/7, live-in or hourly, short term or long

term. Services provided include: distributing

medications, personal hygiene, grooming, 

light housekeeping, meal preparation, 

to and from Dr. appointments and errands.

Please call Malia for information

@ 925.812.1458 or 925.313.9313
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3630 Park Blvd. Oakland, CA 94610
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www.canyondesignbuild.com

Residential design and remodeling
Kitchens | Baths | Master Suites | Decks | Additions

#B285785
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Day Orinda!
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