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Sidewalk Facelift Inching
Down the Boulevard

By Cathy Tyson

»
|1
-

i
=
-
"

i

Here a brick, there a brick. Al-
though the project can’t
march along fast enough for Mt.
Diablo merchants, Lafayette pedes-
trians can actually walk on the new
and vastly improved sidewalk in
front of the Round Up Saloon down
to Amarin Thai and a bit beyond.
The progress continues westward
as the contractor, McGuire Hester,
deals with a few delays in the
process.

As expected there have been
some slight bumps in the road, or
rather sidewalk, rather like finding
unanticipated dry rot in a home re-
model. Unbeknownst to everyone,
the PG & Eand AT & T lines were
not buried deep enough when the
original sidewalks were installed in
the 1950’s and 1960’s. Fixing that
set the timeline back a bit. Just last
Thursday, an abandoned natural gas
line that was not marked on the
contractors plans was bent, causing
a leak in the 3500 block of Mt. Di-
ablo Boulevard that closed the
road. Finally, although the weather
has been cooperating lately, there
had been a few delays for rain, said
Senior Engineer Farzaneh Sanders.
“We’ve been fairly lucky, just a
couple of weeks behind at this
point,” she said.

Who’s paying for all this, and
what about spending the money on
pothole repair instead? Federal
Grant funds that are managed by
CalTrans are paying for 80% of the
$1.69 million dollar upgrade. The
City is required to contribute a 20%
match. Originally money was set
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aside from the Downtown Street-
light Replacement Reserve to
spruce up just one block on Mt. Di-
ablo Boulevard; by obtaining the
grant, they were able to leverage
municipal funds substantially. The
grant, however, comes with strings
attached — it can only be used on
the sidewalk beautification project,
not for road maintenance.

Kind of like the pyramids of
Egypt, only shorter and much less
triangular, a low stone wall in front
of Diablo Foods is in the prelimi-
nary stages of being erected. The
idea was to visually separate the
parking lot from drivers on the
Boulevard and make it more attrac-
tive with the addition of greenery.
Vines will ultimately cover the
parking lot side of the wall. In front
of Trader Joe’s, because existing
trees have very shallow roots, the
stone wall was nixed in favor of a
substantial metal fence with deco-
rative panels.

Landscaping is the final com-
ponent of the job, estimated to be
complete in June. Look for the yel-
low caution tape around areas
where future shrubs will go. City
staff wish to remind drivers to slow
down and have a little extra pa-
tience, especially around workers,
equipment and traffic. For the lat-
est news on the Downtown Pedes-
trian, Bicycle and Streetscape
Improvements Project, go to the
city website at
www.lovelafayette.com and scroll
down to “Road and Street Work
Updates.”
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FABULOUS VIEW PROPERTY!
MORAGA COUNTRY CLUB
FIRST OPEN - SUNDAY 1-4

- 118 La Quinta St., Mdfaga
& Beauufuily remodeled. Ee |,=
* 3424 sqft Sequoia, 4 Br, 2.5 Ba.

www.118LaQuinta.com
§1,05,000

Inventory is LOW & houses are selhng qulckly'
Call us now if you are going to sell in 2012.

01 Lakefield Place, Moraga

"'Gompletely remodéled large home on a private 2.8 This elegas itional house is located on a CIﬂ:-
" acre gated lot. 3962 sqft, 5 Br, 3.5 Ba, office, exer- de-sac cl cﬁs 3644 sqft Wlth-'4 Br, 4 Ba
cise room, Lawns, pool, trampoline and gardens. & large family room. Fantasti ‘aek yard.

$1,649,000 www.301LakefieldPl.com $1,299,000 www.47,1ﬁi]lﬁ'eldl’l.com

LENA HOO

REAL ESTATE GROUP

(925)254-3030

ORINDA + MORAGA

LAFAYETTE
49 Robert Rd., Orinda e
Pending with multiple offers in only 5 days. sy Iy i

$1,395,000 www.49RobertRd.com
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Visit www.Orinda.com
for local real estate information and photos of all Lamorinda homes for sale!

JV LUCAS PAVING, INC.

CA LIC # 195560

Addressing the needs of
residential as well as

commercial paving

projects throughout the

Greater Bay Area

925.283.8027
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Entire Stock of

Jockey

25% OFF

Comfort Strap
Helps Prevent “Dig In”

Cottony Gel
Comfort Strap Underwire

Lightly Lined
Seamless Wire Free

# 655 25% OFF

TAKE AN EXTRA

20% OFF

Clearance Robes
and Sleepwear

Full Coverage Contour

#4693 25% OFF

Body Sleeks Support
#75-270 25% OFF

# 4421 25% OFF

Cuddl Duds

Entire Selection

25% OFF

Body Shine Floral

Full Coverage Underwire

# 75-297 25% OFF

Body Car;ss

Full Coverage Underwire

# 75-335 25% OFF

10 Bay Area Stores
to serve you!

LAFAYETTE DANVILLE

Plaza Center Town and Country
(925) 283-3380 (925) 837-0261

Elm Street next to CVS & SaveMart

AUBURN
(530) 885-0500

MONTCLAIR

6211 Medau PI. Oakland
(510) 339-2210

VI aulou’s

ORINDA

Village Square Moraga Center
(925) 254-3448 (925) 376-7252

CONCORD SONOMA

Vineyard Center Marketplace Center
(925) 827-0330 (707) 996-4465

MORAGA WALNUT CREEK

Countrywood Center
(925) 935-9300

NAPA

Napa Town Center
(707) 255-9375






