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Trap Shooter Aims for Olympics

By Cathy Dausman

D ressed in jeans and western boots,
cradling a 12 gauge shotgun, Kimberly
Bowers might be mistaken for Annie Oakley.

“No,” she laughs, “I’ve never been called
that!”

Still, the Campolindo High School senior
from Lafayette has the same eagle eye, and belt
buckles and medals to prove it. Bowers com-
petes in International Trap shooting. She’s re-
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cently become a member of the Junior
Olympics team, and will compete in Tucson this
May, during the sport’s “spring selection.”

Although the dates conflict with Cam-
polindo’s Senior Ball, she’s not concerned be-
cause the winners will represent the United
States in Trap Shooting for the 2012 London
Summer Olympics.

Bowers is modest, pointing out that only

“one girl” out of three dozen ranked nationally
will compete in London. Yet, her coach places
her among the top ten women shooters nation-
wide.

“She climbed a pretty big mountain” he
says.

Skeet and trap shooters both compete to hit
the highest number of fast moving (60 mph)
machine-launched clay targets. Where skeet
targets are launched from a single machine, trap
shooters must hit targets launched from multiple
machines while standing at one of five posts.

Bowers got her start four years ago when
she accompanied her father to the Livermore
Pleasanton Rod and Gun Club (LPRG).

Jim Bowers recalls that while they shot, an
older gentleman watched. That man was Jim
Wyllie, St., a Level 1 American Trap coach and
a Level 2 International Trap coach. Wyllie
needed a female athlete to complete his nine-
member junior trap team and quickly recog-
nized Bowers’ potential.

“I know a shooter,” Wyllie said. He ap-
proached her parents and encouraged them to
let her learn.

At the time, Bowers had begun playing high
school volleyball. She realized her height, 5°6”
would hold her back in volleyball, so she
switched. She spent an average of three hours
four-to-five days a week on the range learning
the sport.

Wyllie can’t say enough good things about
Bowers, calling her his “shining star,” and “a
perfect student.”

“Her drive is phenomenal,” he says. “She
Just won’t quit!”

The rise from novice to potential Olympic
contender seemed to come quickly. With her
father’s help, LPRG built an Olympic quality
trap bunker in 2010 and Bowers began shooting
International Trap, the Olympic standard.

Jim says his daughter “bombed out” pretty
badly during her first competition in Tucson in
2011. Yet that May, she won the California Jun-
ior Olympics in Livermore. At the summer Na-
tionals in Colorado, she placed Sth in her age
category and 11th overall.

Bowers’ shooting skills have taken her
around California, as well as to Texas, Colorado
and Arizona. Her father says that it is a “pretty
substantial” travel commitment of eight-to-ten
weeks on the trap circuit, but that she is
“pumped up” about competing.

Bowers will continue to hone her craft after
high school; she has opted to attend a local jun-
ior college to allow for more practice time.

She’ll compete in Tucson again in May and
attend state competitions in August and “fall se-
lection” in September.

Bower’s father says whether or not she
makes the 2012 Olympic team “there’s Brazil
[summer Olympics] in four years.”

Play Ball! Orinda Baseball
Assoclation Opening Day

Submitted by Lisa Hoskins

For the 28th year, Orinda Baseball Associ-
ation (OBA) ushered in another season of
competitive baseball on Saturday, March 3rd.
OBA’s Opening Day ceremonies at Wagner
Ranch featured more than 300 baseball players
on 25 teams ranging from ages 7 to 14. Players
and their families enjoyed a wide range of ac-
tivities before playing their first games of the

-
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season later that afternoon.

For the 6th year in a row, title sponsor
Orinda Motors threw out the ceremonial first
pitch. “Orinda Motors is proud to continue our
tradition of supporting OBA’s festive Opening
Day ceremony, “said John Vanek, manager of
Orinda Motors.

Moraga Baseball

Assoclation

Celebrates Opening Day

Submitted by Amy Kikugawa
I f

O n March 3rd, over 250 players and their
parents attended Moraga Baseball Asso-
ciation's opening day ceremonies at Joaquin
Moraga Intermediate School. In addition to in-
troducing all the league teams, players and par-
ents were treated to a musical performance by
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students in Joaquin Moraga Intermediate
School's music program, under the direction of
Adam Noel. Additionally, Coach Max Luck-
hurst introduced members of the Campolindo
High School Varsity team, which is comprised
largely of former MBA players.
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Music lessons

Piano/guitar
w/Robbie Dunbar

Experienced Piano Tuning
By local music teacher

Piano Tuning

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large

20+yr Lamorinda resident.

Totalintegrityinsurance.com

All levels welcome!

I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition
925-323-9706
robbiednbr@gmail.com

Flute & Piano with Nika Rejto
Downtown Lafayette studio
Beginning - advanced, all styles
of music. | can travel to you!

925 310-4415, fourflutes@gmail.com

Voice & Piano Lessons
with Carolyn Wolf
Near Acalanes HS 925-937-2104

smartlounge |

The best tutors in
Lamorinda
Now offering low-cost group classes
for Miramonte, Campolindo, and
Acalanes in math, chem, physics,
and biology. No where else will
you find the number of award-

winning teachers that we have.

1 Orinda Way in Orinda
925 253-1996

www.supremetutors.com

925-323-9706

Computer lessons

On-Site Computer Service
« All Major Brands « Troubleshooting « Wireless
Networking - Data Recovery - Website Design &

Hosting « Technology Consulting « Virus/Spyware Removal

- Affordable Rates - Certified Technicians

925-322-9577 « 510-225-5061

wwwi.fastteks.com « wli@fastteks.com

Car rentals

Need a car for a couple of hours,
or a couple of days? Rent your
neighbor's unused car through
the car sharing service Getaround.
Featured in Sunset’s Jan issue.
See getaround.com/McGibbs or
call Anne for info 510-207-8827.

House and pet care

Local, retired teacher is eager
to take care of your home and
pets while you are away. Please
call Dede for an interview 925-
395-0738. References available.

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com

tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Tree & brush removal.
Poison Oak removal. 376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded

| House cleaning |

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Monica’s Cleaning
Residential & Commercial Janitorial Services
Lic. Free Estimates (925) 348-3761

SWARTS
CONSTRUCTION
« Free Estimates « Seismic Retrofit
+ Drainage + House Leveling
+ Remodel +35yrs. Lamorinda

925.250.6610

www.swartsco.com
INSURED BONDED Lic# 613717

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

reach 60,000+ with your ad

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great
pricing and coverage for Biz

Gen Liab, W Comp, Homes, Auto,
Life. (925) 247-4356 OE90108

T &T PAINTING CO

27 Years Experience Int & Ext
Our Workmanship & References
Speak for Themselves

CA Lic # 616357 BONDED

Steve Thaw 376-3380 Moraga

:ml

Specializing in
high quality interior painting
Lic.#953962/Bonded/Insured

ANINSIDE JOB )

Mark Alexander %I'
by

Owner
I'm local, and I'm a very nice guy!
(925) 370-6558 - (925) 787-6684 cell
grizzmark@shcglobal.net

Quality Painting
Affordable Prices & Reliable Service.
All qualified craftsmen. Complete &

thorough preparation, drywall texture &
repair, wallpaper removal, acoustic ceiling
removal & color matching. 35 years
experience. License # 500800

Telephone: (925) 687-2265

WE HOP TO IT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

BSOLUTE
CLOG GONE
Call 925-708-7080

For all your plumbing needs
www.absoluteplumbing.us
Insured - Bonded Lic. #890248 - B

Fix, Paint, Repair anything.
Professional & Reliable
Call Terry 925-788-1663

HANDYMNMAN

All types of repairs done. Woodworking,
Electical, Audio, Leak repair, Drywall, Paint-
ing and more. Clean neat & on time!

No job to small, Senior Discount.

T (925) 708-6053
www.mikeslamorindahandymanservice.com

$8 per 1/2" classified ad height

Email to: classified@lamorindaweekly.com






