
“Men come tamely home at night
only from the next field or street,
where their household echoes haunt,
and their life pines because it
breathes its own breath over again;
their shadows, morning and
evening, reach farther than their
daily steps. We should come home
from far, from adventures, and per-
ils, and discoveries every day, with
new experience and character.” 

Though Thoreau was describing
his time at Baker farm when

he penned those words, his mid-
19th century vision could well be

the mission statement for Orinda’s
current Sister Cities program. This
annual international friendship ini-
tiative has not only helped students
from the Czech Republic to step be-
yond their shadows to develop “new
experience and character,” but has
enriched the lives of the Orindans
who have become temporary host
families for these trailblazers from
Tábor.

      
Maryett Thompson and her

family have hosted a number of ex-
change students over the years, and
noted that the two who joined her

from Orinda’s Sister Cities program
with Tábor have been the best. 

      
“All of my kids have gotten to

know these students, and they really
became part of the family,” said
Thompson, who talked about the
joys of watching the students grow
as human beings, as well as about
the memories, messages and skills –
big and small – that the girls took
home to Tábor.

      
Stepanka Jandova, who lived

with the Thompsons and attended
Miramonte High School from Au-
gust 2011 to February 2012, recently
e-mailed to say that she was making
salsa and guacamole from the
recipes she had learned from the
Orinda family’s housekeeper. And
both Jandova and Michi Kopecka,
the Thompsons’ other Sister Cities
student, have written of how much
bigger America is – and how much
smaller their home town now seems.

      
In addition to experiencing first

hand the day-to-day lives of one
American family, the students were
given the larger gift of learning
about the beauty and complexity of

America through visits with the
Thompsons to places as diverse as
the Grand Canyon, Texas, Hawaii,
Disneyland, and Washington, DC.

      
“They have been a great, great

experience,” says Thompson of her
exchange students. “You open your
eyes to try to see the world through
their eyes.” 

      
This year, one more fortunate

family from Orinda will have the
chance to embark on the next great
adventure by hosting Michael
Čížek, a student from Tábor’s Pierre
de Coubertin high school.

      
Michael’s father is a sporting

goods trader, his mother a physical

education teacher at the local gram-
mar school. “They encourage my
dreams,” says Michael of his par-
ents. “I would like to make them
proud of me.”

      
He calls older brother, Hynek,

his inspiration because he studied in
the U.S. nine years ago and now, at
age 31, holds a degree in Econom-
ics. His other brother, 27-year-old
Adam, works as a financial advisor
for a bank.

      
Michael, a student of the Eng-

lish language since the age of 10,
also speaks advanced German and
lists geography as one of his favorite
subjects.    ... continued on page A11
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Custom Homes & Renovations
Building in Lamorinda Since 1999 

McCartt
Construction Inc.

“As seen on”

“As heard on HG Radio”As heard on HG Radio

Build It GREEN
Smart Solutions from the Ground Up

925-386-0258
www.visualentreeoptometry.com

Orinda Theatre Square
(next to Starbucks)

25% Off
all Frames*

Hours: Monday-Friday 

10:30AM-6:30PM

Saturday 10:30AM-2:30PM

*not applicable with insurance
valid until 3/31/2012

Eye Exams
on site

Adventurer and Future Community Leader Seeks Nurturing Family
Sister Cities program needs host family for visiting student from Tábor 
By Laurie Snyder

Michael Čížek, Orinda’s 2012 Sister City student from the Czech Republic,
hopes one day to “encourage the young people’s relationship toward 
sport and friendship.” Photo provided
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Orinda = Lafayette = Moraga

Orinda Lot w/plans  $225,000 Lafayette View Lot $450,000

0.7 Acres
1.9 Acres

LAFAYETTE $2,950,000
4/4. Tucked behind two gates this majestic

Happy Vly Estate set upon 3 acres is truly

an entertainer’s paradise!

Chad Morrison 925-253-4600 

LAFAYETTE $1,675,000
4/3.   

Sophisticated remodel in Happy Valley!

Loretta Barra/Karen Richardson 

925-253-4600

RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE
californiamoves.com

LAFAYETTE $3,100,000
5/5. Beautiful custom estate situated on

approx. 2.4 private acres. Gated entrance,

shared tennis ct, 2 pool sites.

Glenn Beaubelle 925-253-4600
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LAFAYETTE $2,950,000
4/4. Tucked behind two gates this majestic

Happy Vly Estate set upon 3 acres is truly

an entertainer’s paradise!

Chad Morrison 925-253-4600

MORAGA $899,000
4/2. Wonderfully updated Sanders Ranch

Home with stunning gourmet kitchen and

amazing views.

Elena Hood 925-253-4600

ORINDA $5,000,000
4/4. Secluded Sleepy Hollow Estate. Gracefully

remodeled Mediterranean. 

Pano views. Lap & infinity pools.

Laura Abrams 925-253-4600

MORAGA $1,095,000
4/2. Fabulous Golf Course Property! Exquisite

home with 3424 sq ft, completely updated, 4 bd,

2.5 ba, amazing views.

Elena Hood 925-253-4600 

MORAGA $1,199,000
5/2. Traditional Living at its Best! Great

schools, shopping, and community.

Cathy Schultheis  925-253-4600 

LAFAYETTE $1,749,000
4/2. Classic Marchant Traditional w/. 4

bedrooms, 2 ½ baths, in the prestigious

Springhill area.

Andi Brown/Patti Camras 925-253-4600

LAFAYETTE $725,000
4/2. Gem right in the heart of Burton

Valley.4Bed,2 Updated Baths,Hardwood

floors,Pristine!

Susan Schlicher    925-253-4600

…Simply 
  the Best!

The Real Estate Firm 
You Can Trust
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Where Home Begins




