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Saint Mary’s Earns First WNIT Win in
Over 10 Years

By Alex Kozela
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he Saint Mary’s women’s bas-

ketball team capped off one of

its best seasons ever with a victory

over UNLV in the first round of the
WNIT.

The Gaels (22-11) won their first

postseason game since 2001, defeat-
ing UNLV 71-63 on March 15 at
McKeon Pavilion. It was the team’s
22nd win of this season, tying the sec-
ond most in school history.

It was a special night for the sen-
iors, who were given the opportunity
to play one last game in front of a
home crowd.

“We were really excited,” senior
guard Jasmine Smith said of the last
chance to play in front of the Saint
Mary’s faithful. “Being a senior, it
meant a lot to me, and the rest of [the
seniors.]”

Smith had 21 points in the win.
Sophomore guard Jackie Nared led
the Gaels, scoring 22 points and grab-
bing eight boards.

Saint Mary’s carved out a 19-
point lead early in the second half, but
the Rebels fought back, cutting the
lead to 42-35 with 15:19 left. After
Smith and senior guard Alex Car-
bonel scored baskets to regain the
Gaels’ double-digit lead, UNLV once
again pulled close, trailing only 51-47
at the 7:10 mark. The Gaels scored
the next five points to build a nine-
point lead and never looked back.

Saint Mary’s head coach Paul
Thomas was impressed by his team’s
performance.

“Our kids showed such character
tonight,” said Thomas. “We weren’t
feeling that comfortable [early in the
second half], and our kids just picked

it right back up. I couldn’t be hap-
pier.”

Two days later the team took the
court in Corvallis to face Oregon
State, and despite shooting just 23.4
percent from the floor, the Gaels kept
the deficit manageable the entire
game, but still eventually lost 56-41.

Smith was the only Gael to score
in double figures with 12 points,
while Nared scored eight while nab-
bing 11 rebounds.

Despite the second round loss, the
Gaels’ postseason berth served as a
culmination of how far the team has
progressed over the last few years.
The team garnered big wins against
Brigham Young (54-48 on December
31), at Gonzaga (66-63 on January
14), and in the WCC Tournament
against Pepperdine (67-63 on March
2) en route to their third WNIT ap-
pearance in as many years.

Thomas attributed this year’s suc-
cess to those who have helped build
the team into what it is today.

“This season is a combination of
what everybody who came before
them has added to this team. They
helped this team understand how to
win a postseason game. I think
they’re all a part of this as much as the
people in uniform right now,” said
Thomas.

“They knew they made history.
We’ve made history for a lot of this
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year.
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Oakland Strokes Beat Bay Area Rivals
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Oakland Strokes' lightweight women captured first place in the recent Battle of the Bay regatta. From left:
Michelle Lee (Orinda), Brittney Presten (Orinda), Anna Weitlmann (Piedmont), Indigo Catton, (Lafayette), Alia Shafi
(Lafayette), Lizzie Pate (Lafayette), Cassey Chan (Piedmont)

he Oakland women’s varsity
and junior varsity boats bested
their Bay Area rivals, Berkeley High
Crew, Marin Rowing Association and
the St. Ignatius High School Rowing
team, in the decade-long tradition of

the Battle of the Bay regatta on Sun-
day, March 11 on the Oakland estu-
ary.

"This is a pretty big race because
the Marin and Oakland girls are typi-
cally battling it out at the end of the

Photo provided

season," said women’s varsity coach
Derek Byrnes. "This race is how we
gauge the rest of the year."

The women’s first place finishes
included the varsity eight, JV eight,
3V eight, and lightweight eight.
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Saint Mary’s Adds Track
Team to Athletic Program

By Rebecca Eckland
Saint Mary’s College added a new

sport to its athletic program this
spring. The Gaels now boast a track
team.

Though the new program techni-
cally offers no scholarships, the
NCAA grants additional funds to
Saint Mary’s athletics for use toward
athletes in the cross country and track
programs. It also grants athletes with
additional training time.

Junior Erin Burke said the addi-
tion of the track team will help her im-
prove as a runner. “Now I can train
and race more seriously than [ have in
the past.”

Without a track program, a SMC
runner received 656 fewer practice
hours over the course of a four-year
career than an athlete at other West
Coast Conference schools and SMC
athletes only had an opportunity to
compete in 48 competitions, where
comparatively, other athletes com-
peted in nearly 100 meets.

Recruiting new talent has also be-
come easier, according to assistant
coach Mark Carberry. “Good runners
didn’t want to commit to a program
that didn’t have track,” he said.
“[With the addition of track], we can
now utilize the beautiful area we train
in year-round... it’s going to put us in
a good position.”

“As an alumni of Saint Mary’s
cross country, it was hard to see the
WCC grow while SMC didn’t
progress at the same rate. It’s exciting
to see us step up with a full-time
coaching staff, and now, a track pro-
gram-- we’re going to become an even
stronger team,” said head coach Marty
Kinsey.

They began their season on March
3rd, running the Kim Dunst Invita-
tional at Cal State Stanislaus, followed
by the UC Davis Aggie Open on
March 10th. This past week, the Gaels
competed at the Johnny Mathis Invi-
tational hosted by San Francisco State.

The athletes will focus on middle-
to-long distances, running the 800
meter (or half-mile) to the 5,000 meter
(3.12 mile) races.

Early this season, redshirt sopho-
more Rajpaul Pannu set a school
record in the 5000m at the Kim Duyst
Invitational. Pannu placed 8th with a
time of 14:58.

For the women, strong middle dis-
tance races have been the headlines in
this young season. Sophomore Alicia
Doohan ran the 1500m in 4:52.41 in
her first race of the season at Stanis-
laus. She continued an impressive
running day finishing 2:22.81 for

Sopﬁomore Rajpauf Pannu, ran a
14:58 5K in his first track race of the
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season.

'F'reshman Cristina Garcia ran an
11:12.31 3000m race at the Aggie
Open hosted by UC Davis.

800m.

Freshman Gilbert Mundo is
happy about the new season. “It
means a lot to me,” he said before
practice on a spring day-- something
a Saint Mary’s distance runner has not
experienced before. “I really look for-
ward to the next four years here at
Saint Mary’s... and being on the first
Saint Mary’s track team.”

The next stop for the new track
team is a meet at Chico State on April
13th. Selected athletes will compete at
the West Coast invite, hosted by the
University of Portland, to close the
season.
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Music lessons

Piano/guitar
w/Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!

I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition

925-323-9706  &F

robbiednbr@gmail.com

Flute & Piano with Nika Rejto
Downtown Lafayette studio
Beginning - advanced, all styles
of music. | can travel to you!

925 310-4415, fourflutes@gmail.com

Voice & Piano Lessons
with Carolyn Wolf
Near Acalanes HS 925-937-2104

Piano Tuning

Experienced Piano Tuning
By local music teacher
925-323-9706

Computer lessons

On-Site Computer Service

« All Major Brands « Troubleshooting « Wireless
Networking - Data Recovery « Website Design &
Hosting « Technology Consulting « Virus/Spyware Removal

« Affordable Rates - Certified Technicians
925-322-9577 « 510-225-5061
wwwi.fastteks.com « wli@fastteks.com

Writing Expert
510/655-2468

Local, retired teacher is eager
to take care of your home and
pets while you are away. Please
call Dede for an interview 995-
395-0738. References available.

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowsService.com

Vickers Rain Gutter

Installation, repair,
roof & gutter cleaning
Serving Lamorinda since 1964, Many
styles of gutters with soldered down-
spouts.....Senior discount...,free est.. lic
677426. | do the work myself & take
prideinit....Ken 925-6867-8631

| House cleaning

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Monica’s Cleaning
Residential & Commercial Janitorial Services
Lic. Free Estimates (925) 348-3761

HUGE Estate Sale! Furniture,
mattresses, lamps, dishes,
antiques, ALL household items.
Sat March 31- Sun April 1 10am-4pm
at 3142 Sweetbrier Cir, Lafayette

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Tree & brush removal.
Poison Oak removal. 376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded

SWARTS
CONSTRUCTION
« Free Estimates « Seismic Retrofit
+ Drainage « House Leveling
« Remodel +35yrs. Lamorinda

925.250.6610

www.swartsco.com
INSURED BONDED Lic# 613717

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

reach 60,000+ with your ad

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great
pricing and coverage for Biz

Gen Liab, W Comp, Homes, Auto,
Life. (925) 247-4356 OE90108

T & T PAINTING CO

27 Years Experience Int & Ext
Our Workmanship & References
Speak for Themselves

CA Lic # 616357 BONDED

Steve Thaw 376-3380 Moraga

Specializing in
high quality interior painting
Lic.#953962/Bonded/Insured

AN INSIDE JOB )

Mark Alexander %l
Y

Owner
I'm local, and I'm a very nice guy!
(925) 370-6558 - (925) 787-6684 ce!
grizzmark@shcglobal.net

Quality Painting
Affordable Prices & Reliable Service.
All qualified craftsmen. Complete &

thorough preparation, drywall texture &
repair, wallpaper removal, acoustic ceiling
removal & color matching. 35 years
experience. License # 500800

Telephone: (925) 687-2265

WE HOP TO IT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

BSOLUTE
CLOG GONE
Call 925-708-7080

For all your plumbing needs
www.absoluteplumbing.us
Insured - Bonded Lic. #890248 - B

HANDYMNMAN
All types of repairs done. Woodworking,
Electical, Audio, Leak repair, Drywall, Paint-
ing and more. Clean neat & on time!

No job to small, Senior Discount.

T (925) 708-6053
www.mikeslamorindahandymanservice.com

Fix, Paint, Repair anything.
Professional & Reliable
Call Terry 925-788-1663

$8 per 1/2"
classified ad height Email to:

classified@lamorinda
weekly.com






