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Neighbors Appeal Approval
of  Proposed Home
By Cathy Tyson 

Can a few neighbors put the ki-

bosh on plans for a house that

has already been approved by the De-

sign Review Commission (DRC)?

The proposed home on an almost half

acre lot near the end of Las Huertas

Road had gone through substantial

changes over a period of two years to

finally gain approval from the DRC,

subject to a number of conditions.  The

approved version of the home is

within all city development standards

– including height.  The City of

Lafayette’s height requirement is no

more than 35 feet tall, the proposed

structure is 24 feet, 9 inches.  The

home has 3,400 square feet on the first

floor and 1,217 on the second floor. 

      

The Ord family, who have lived

across the street from the proposed

home since 1976, argue that the house

is out of scale with the neighborhood

because of its size, mass, height, and

square footage and believe the project

does not substantially comply with

the city’s Design Guidelines about

privacy and views.  A few other

neighbors have gone on record to

agree.   

      

Isabelle Ord, who lives in the

home with her children and her par-

ents, Jane and Edward Ord, addressed

the Planning Commission with their

family’s concerns, “It’s tough as a

neighbor to make comments, but the

project is so impactful to us we had to

say something.  This would be the

tallest and largest home possible on

this lot – substantially larger than the

other homes in the neighborhood.”

The Ords even hired an engineer to

objectively describe the property, his

bottom line – the roof area of the pro-

posed home is larger than others in the

neighborhood and the second story

blocks the view.

      

Property owners Vlad and Ekate-

rina Malinovsky had approached all

the immediate neighbors about the

project on three separate occasions

during the lengthy design process, to

be good neighbors, “We’ve gone

overboard to make this work.”  Proj-

ect Architect Bill Wood added,

“We’ve done everything we can to

make this house as low profile as pos-

sible.”  

      

Assistant Planner Michael Cass

pointed out at the meeting that, “The

bulk and mass have significantly de-

creased during the review process.”

Although city staff recommended

denying the appeal by the Ords and

upholding the Design Review Com-

mission’s approval, Planning Com-

missioners weren’t so sure and asked

for more information prior to making

a decision.   ... continued on page A8

Story poles of proposed home on Las Huertas Road. Photo C. Tyson

Slight Ridgeline
Silhouette Rejected
by Commission
By Cathy Tyson

Avisible sliver of house along a

ridgeline is not okay with the

Lafayette Planning Commission.  A

proposed 9,643 square foot home that

is almost entirely hidden was not re-

duced in height enough to garner a

hillside development permit. 

      

Although attorney David Bowie

argued that the Monticello Road

home does “not have a significant vi-

sual impact,” and “views are intermit-

tent,” Planning Commissioners saw it

differently.  At last week’s meeting,

the applicants made no changes to the

design or site plan, but proposed

planting five large oak trees to screen

the house from a smattering of homes

in Happy Valley, roughly a third of a

mile away.  Previous downsizing to

the project included eliminating the

third floor office, changing the gable

roof, and shrinking the gross square

footage by 745 square feet.  

                   

... continued on page A12
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LAFAYETTE

Visit  www.Orinda.com 
for local real estate information and photos of all Lamorinda homes for sale!

Bollinger Canyon Ranch, Moraga
Any or all of  3 parcels totaling 269 acres.  43+ acre 
parcels start at $625,000  Call us for a private tour.

www.BollingerCanyonRd.com

118 La Quinta St., Moraga
Great golf  course location with views!  Large 

Sequoia model completely updated with high end 
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 $1,095,000               www.118LaQuinta.com

47 Sanders Ranch Road, Moraga
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  $1,550,000        www.47SandersRanchRd.com

There are now more homes pending than for sale!
If  you are thinking of  selling in 2012, call us now for a complimentary 

staging and market evaluation.

h f l !

Convenient Location!
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www.767CaminoRicardo.com
$895,000

Coming Soon!

767 Camino Ricardo, Moraga

New Listing!

 

 ORINDA MORAGA WALNUT CREEK 
 Village Square Moraga Center Countrywood Center 
 (925) 254-3448 (925) 376-7252 (925) 935-9300 

 CONCORD SONOMA NAPA 
 Vineyard Center Marketplace Center Napa Town Center 
 (925) 827-0330 (707) 996-4465 (707) 255-9375 

SAVE 
25% 

Slimming  
Capris 

By N.Y.D.J 
Khaki, Black, 

Indigo 
Twill and Denim 

NOW 58.50 

ONLY 

9.99 
Ribbed 
Tanks 
By Allison 
Brittney 

 

10 Spring Colors 
 

Orig. 20.00 

OFF 

OFF 

LAFAYETTE DANVILLE MONTCLAIR 
 Plaza Center Town and Country 6211 Medau Pl. Oakland 
 (925) 283-3380 (925) 837-0261 (510) 339-2210 

OFF OFF 

SAVE 
50% 
Spring 
Knits 

By Peartree 
Jackets 
& Capris 

 

NOW ONLY 
16.99 each pc. 

SPECIAL 

29.99 
Artist 

Inspired 
Cotton 

T-Shirts 
 

By Cactus 
Jess & Jane 

 

Orig. 36.00 

SAVE 
30% 

Ruby Road 
Spring 
Collection 

Jackets, Tees, 
Capris, Tanks 
& Sweaters 

 

NOW  
15.40 – 41.30  

10 Bay Area Stores  
to serve you! 

          AUBURN 
Elm Street next to CVS & SaveMart 
              ( 530) 885-0500  

NOW 
59.99 
Entire Stock 

of Sweatshirts 
 

By Famous 
Resort Maker 

 

½ Zips & 
Reversibles 

 

Orig. 98.00 

SAVE 
50% 
Spring 

T-Shirts 
By C.M. Sport 

Crewneck, 
V-Necks 
& Scoops 

 

NOW  
9.99 – 12.99 

OFF 

SAVE 
50% 
Cotton  
Skirts 
Multi Tier 

Solids  
& Prints 

Sizes S, M, L, XL 
 

NOW  
12.99 – 29.99 




