
Editor:

It is truly dumbfounding when a mere three city officials can change over

thirty years of Moraga tradition over the very passionate protests of hundreds

of community members.  The limited dog hours at Rancho Laguna Park have

brought me immense pleasure and many friends over the past thirteen years,

and I will miss that privilege greatly.  Unfortunately, the DOGmatic decision

by the Moraga city council on the 14th aims to end any off-leash activities in

either of the city’s user-friendly parks.

I will also miss shopping in Moraga as I pass through on my way to the park,

and I hope the retail community and the property owners prepare themselves

for the drop off in customers from Lafayette and Orinda that will result.  I will

have no reason to shop in Moraga anymore.  I will miss that too, but Orinda

has all the services I need on my way in and out of town.

It’s a doggone shame.

Diana Stephens

Orinda

Editor:

Moragans need to understand what is happening with Rancho Laguna Park

and with the governing process in our town. The prospect of losing this unique

off- leash setting is extremely disheartening to Moraga’s dog owners but the

arbitrary process exhibited by the Town Council in reaching its decision to

end thirty years of this cherished activity should be disturbing to all citizens

of Moraga. 

The isolated setting of Rancho Laguna Park is ideal for dogs to safely exercise

and socialize while their owners do the same. Dogs are allowed off- leash in

Rancho Laguna only before 9AM and after 6PM (4PM from October 1 to

March 31). For those few hours each day, even in the rain, the park is alive

with dogs and their people. The rest of the day, from 9 AM until early evening,

the park is available for use by everyone except off- leash dogs and most of

the time it is deserted. It has worked this way for decades and it has worked

well. Why has the Town Council suddenly decided that the primary users of

Rancho Laguna will now be forbidden? 

The three Council members who voted for the ban on March 14th offered no

rationale other than the fear that a child might be bitten by a dog. No recogni-

tion that no such incident had occurred in thirty years of off- leash activity or

that children can use the park free of dogs for most of the day. No explanation

of what had changed to suddenly make the situation dangerous. No incident

reports of dogs harming or threatening people in the park, no surveys of park

usage, no reports on how the park will be used by groups other than dog own-

ers. In fact the only relevant actual data submitted was a petition signed by

350 Moraga residents asking to keep the park as is. The signers of that petition

and the parade of residents who pleaded at the meeting to preserve the current

off- leash hours or curtail them in a reasonable manner were simply ignored.

The Council has the power to end thirty years of an activity enjoyed by many

hundreds, if not thousands, of Moraga residents, but to do so without a com-

pelling reason is irresponsible. Had the Council honestly wanted to find a res-

olution that would allow usage of the park by the most people, they would

have considered a change in the allowable off- leash hours rather than an out-

right ban. Many very reasonable proposals for curtailing the hours were sug-

gested at the meeting but the Council did not even address these options. One

has to wonder what is really behind this illogical action. 

A second reading of the revised ordinance is on tonight’s agenda. This is the

last chance to appeal the Council’s ill- conceived action. All concerned Mora-

gans need to be there to witness their Town Council in action. 

Sincerely, 

Trish Bare

Moraga

                                       Share your thoughts with our community! 
                              Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and  

     not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters will 
     include the writer's name and city/town of residence -- we will only

accept letters from those who live in, or own a business in, the communities comprising
Lamorinda (please give us your phone number for verification purposes only). 
Letters should be 350 words or less; letters of up to 500 words will be accepted on a
space-available basis. email:    letters@lamorindaweekly.com;  
Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly, P.O.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

If you have significant knowledge about an issue facing Lamorinda or one of its cities that requires
more than the 350 words to which we must limit Letters to the Editor, don’t despair! You can submit

your letter to our Public Forum section.  Just send your letter to  letters@lamorindaweekly.com
and let us know you’d like to be considered for the Public Forum. 

Join our Public Forum
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SUMMER 
SESSION
JUNE 4—JUNE 29, 2012

SAINT MARY’S COLLEGE
OF CALIFORNIA

CURRENT SAINT MARY’S STUDENTS, ENTERING TRANSFER 
STUDENTS AND VISITING STUDENTS ARE ELIGIBLE TO ATTEND.
LOWER- AND UPPER-DIVISION COURSES IN: 

ART HISTORY
BUSINESS
CHEMISTRY
(6-week course June 4 – July 13)

COMMUNICATION
ENGLISH 
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE

•  MOST CLASSES MEET MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY, 9 A.M. TO NOON. 
• TUITION FOR SUMMER SESSION IS $2,760 PER COURSE.
• HOUSING, MEAL PLANS AND ACCESS TO PERSONAL LOANS AVAILABLE.

For more information go to:
stmarys-ca.edu/summersession

JAN TERM 
KINESIOLOGY
MATHEMATICS
(6-week course June 4 – July 13)

PHILOSOPHY
POLITICS

PSYCHOLOGY
SEMINAR
(8-week course June 4 – July 27)

SPANISH
THEOLOGY AND RELIGIOUS STUDIES
TRAVEL COURSES TO ITALY AND BERMUDA

LAFAYETTE | | www.GoldFellow.com

Find out what YOUR Gold is worth!  CALL US FOR AN APPOINTMENT.

...where people like YOU

Sell GOLD

We Buy Your Gold, Silver, 
Platinum & Diamonds

BRING IN THIS COUPON FOR

 

$50 EXTRA
CASH

FEATURED ON
AMERICA’S MONEY CLASS with SUZE ORMAN

THE OPRAH WINFREY NETWORK

*Paid on 2/27/12

“GoldFellow® paid me $368.81 
for this old class ring!”
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Linda Lou Sjoberg 
Linda Lou (Hutchins) Sjoberg, a 50-year

resident of Orinda, CA, died March 1, 2012,

after a short, painless battle with pancreatic

cancer. She was 73. In her last days, close

family and friends, and her loved Tibetan

Terrier, Tally, gathered at her hospital

bedside. She lived every day with vibrancy

and joy. She was with her husband and

children at the time of her passing.

Born in Nogales, AZ, she was the

daughter of the late Newt and Cynthia

Hutchins of Yuma, AZ. 

After a 30-year teaching career, she

retired from the Orinda School District in

1994. Displayed in her home is a cherished quilt, a gift pieced

together with thirty blocks of artwork created by the students in

her last class at Del Rey School. Wherever she traveled, she was

remembered by former students saying, “You taught me in third

grade and were one of my favorite teachers.” 

       Known for her short salt & pepper gray hair, neat appearance,

and the sparkle in her eyes, she was a treasured friend of many

who shared her passion for life and love of learning. Her love of

travel took her to six continents. Her favorite trip? “The next one!”

A talented artist, her water color miniature botanicals and

needlepoint evening bags were treasured gifts. 

       She is survived by her beloved husband of 51 years, Ellis

Sjoberg; her son Kurt Sjoberg of Cedarville, CA; her daughter

Lynelle Sjoberg of Vashon Island, WA; her son-in-law Ian

Jamison, and her grandson Tayo Neal Sjoberg-Jamison.

November 29, 1938 – 

March 1, 2012




