
Many came to Moraga Produce on Friday, April 6, even though the store

didn’t advertise its “soft opening,” but the new produce store, located

in the Rheem Shopping Center, north of CVS, had a bit of a rocky start when

the electrical system failed 10 minutes before the scheduled 9 a.m. opening.

      

“People were already here waiting for us to open our doors,” said man-

ager Fabiola Martinez, “but we had to wait two hours before repairs were

done.”  Martinez and her brother Roberto operate the Moraga store, the third

location for the family business that was founded by their father.

      

The store is large, and the efficient lighting system emphasizes the

brightly-colored piles of fruits and vegetables. The pricing is attractive, even

in the organic section located on the left side of the store.  According to

Roberto, who gets up at 3 a.m. to pick up fresh produce from the market in

South San Francisco, these prices are not loss-leader prices. “We make

enough margin the way things are priced now,” he said. “These prices are

here to stay.”

      In the store, Moraga residents filled their baskets. “I’m so glad you

opened here,” one customer said to Fabiola. “I won’t have to go to your store

on Olympic.”  At the cash register, Saint Mary’s College students rang up

customers.  “It’s a fun job,” said Ryan, an SMC theater student.

      Soon, dairy and bulk products will be added to the store’s selection, and

over the summer Martinez says he will source his fruits from local farmers.

The selection may vary according to what Moraga customers want. Moraga

Produce is open from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. and is planning a grand opening, with

many specials, on April 21.   
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By Cathy Tyson

Cherry pickers illustrate the size of the proposed building. View from BART's south entrance. Photos Andy Scheck

The brightly-colored installation, looking a bit

like an amusement park, was hard to miss if you

happened to be in Lafayette last week. As re-

ported in the March 28 edition of this paper, scaffolding

and balloons were slated to go up in the parking lot behind

Panda Express to indicate the height and mass of a pro-

posed project by KB Home, the Lafayette Town Center

III Condominium project.  Due to anticipated bad weather

and an eight-day observation period during which City

Council, Planning Commission, Design Review members

and the public could take a peek, cherry pickers – also

called “booms” – were placed instead of the balloons,

from March 30 through April 6,  to illustrate the size of

the proposed building.  

                                                 

... continued on page A12

Cherry Picker Party in Lafayette Parking Lot

Moraga Produce Market Opens at Rheem
By Sophie Braccini

Siblings Fabiola and Roberto Martinez manage Moraga Produce 
Photo Sophie Braccini

Joan Evans
Realtor

925-260-7555

3286 Sweet Drive, Lafayette

Flexible Floor Plan, In-law Set-up 4 BR, 4 BA

766 Crossbrook, Moraga

Lovingly maintained by one owner
4 BR, 2 BA, 2066 sq.ft, list price $799,000DRE# 01168111

Angie 
Evans Traxinger
Realtor Assistant

DRE# 01828901

PENDING IN 4 DAYS

ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

www.joanevans.com

$848,500

Friday, April 20th, 8:00 P.M.
Veterans Memorial Building, Lafayette 

$10 per person at the doorCall 284-7404 for reservations

Cocktail bar opens at 7:30pm!
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Dear Readers: We are experiencing

difficulty obtaining detailed crime

reports from the Orinda and

Lafayette police departments,

which are staffed by the Contra

Costa County Sheriff. Please bear

with us as we try to determine how

to best serve the public given the

limited information that is being

made available to us. 

City Council
Monday, April 23, 7:00 pm

Lafayette Library & Learning Center,

Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd

Planning Commission
Monday, April 16, 7:00 pm
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,

Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd

Design Review
Monday, April 23, 7:00 pm

Lafayette Library & Learning Center

in the Arts & Science Discovery 

Center at 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Check online for agendas, meeting

notes and announcements

City of Lafayette:
www.ci.lafayette.ca.us

Phone: (925) 284-1968

Chamber of Commerce:
www.lafayettechamber.org

Public Meetings
Civic News

School Board Meetings
Acalanes Union High School
District 
Wednesday, April 18, 7:30 pm

Board Room AUHSD Office

1212 Pleasant Hill Rd, Lafayette

www.acalanes.k12.ca.us

Lafayette School District 
Wednesday, April 11, 6:00 pm

Special Meeting Strategic Planning 

Wednesday, April 11, 7:30 pm

Regular Board Meeting

Wednesday, May 9, 7:00 pm

Regular Board Meeting

LAFSD Office

3477 School Street, Lafayette

www.lafsd.k12.ca.us

Police Report

Dana Green
Lic. #01482454

Sarah Kellar
Lic. #01805955

(925) 339-1918

www.DanaGreenTeam.com

The Dana Green Team Proudly Presents...

#1 Agent in Lafayette & Contra Costa County

Nestled on .42±AC, this updated 3BR/2BA features an open/spacious great room, formal dining space & fantastic chef’s 
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www.974JanetLane.com
Offered at $799,000

View our Lafayette Neighborhood Videos at  www.DanaGreenTeam.com

974 Janet Lane, Lafayette ~ AMAZING PRICE!

Changes Coming to the West End
By Cathy Tyson

Lafayette’s west end is slowly but surely grow-

ing, care of Branagh Development.  Three proj-

ects are in the pipeline at various stages of approval

along Mt. Diablo Boulevard: Eco Vive West – lo-

cated at the corner of Risa Road and Mt. Diablo just

across the street from the Veterans Hall, the Wood-

bury on the site of the former Hillside Motel, and an

approved office building affectionately known as

3722 Mt. Diablo.  “When all three projects are built,

they will certainly change the look of the west end

of our downtown for the better,” said Planning and

Building Services Manager Niroop Srivatsa.

      

Each project has its own unique challenges.

The most prominent of the trio, the Woodbury -

luxury residential condominiums - was approved

back in 2007, but due to the downturn in the econ-

omy and difficulty securing financing, it was placed

on hold.  Plans have recently been revised from 65-

units down to 55-units spread throughout seven

separate buildings that will be built in phases with

private parking.  

      

“It all started in 2005-2006 when we were

working on the Hidden Oaks property,” said Matt

Branagh, Head of Entitlement and Land Acquisi-

tion, located near Pleasant Hill Road and Olympic

Boulevard.  “We saw tons of empty nesters coming

through who were all looking to downsize.”  He

explained the Woodbury’s one-level condos at just

under 2,000 square feet –mainly two bedrooms, 2

½ bath units – are directed to move down buyers,

ready for a change after years of maintaining a sin-

gle family home.  The generous size and expansive

outdoor patios and decks are meant to accommo-

date large family gatherings for easy entertaining.

      

Attention to detail is a Branagh hallmark; plans

include “over the top finishes” throughout.  “Our

biggest concern was sound insulation, so we hired

a top notch acoustical sound engineer to make units

as sound proof as possible,” explained Branagh.

      

The project was well received back in 2007,

and at a recent study session for the revised iteration

by Scott Thomsen of Ward Young Architects with

Design Review, commissioners were equally pos-

itive, calling it efficient, livable and nicely scaled.

Chair Ken Hertel found the new version “a fantastic

re-birth….it will certainly dress up a hillside that

has been lacking for some time.” 

      

What next?  After the Woodbury project, “We

looked at the surrounding properties for opportuni-

ties to further enhance the neighborhood,” said

Branagh.  Less than a block away was the vacant

northwest corner of Risa Road and Mt. Diablo

Boulevard.  Named after green building principles,

and including reclaimed lumber on the exterior,

Eco Vive West is the proposed three-story, 9,800

square foot office building slated for the site.  The

project has been before the Design Review Com-

mission three times to date for study sessions.  “A

Development Agreement is being drafted for the

City Council’s consideration,” said Srivatsa, which

would finalize approval of using the City’s Right

of Way on the corner.   

      

“This will be a joint venture with the city – we

will be improving the entire site.  The Veterans

Building only has 43 parking spots – the new project

doubles that,” said Branagh.  The parking lot will be

available for overflow parking serving the Veterans

Hall and Temple Isaiah.  After completing some mar-

ket research, there appeared to be a need for a med-

ical facility with handicap accessible parking—

Branagh anticipates tenants will use the building for

medical offices.  Designed to be subordinate to Vet-

eran’s Hall, and maintain the view corridor when

driving into town from the west end, the modern take

on a classic barn was a winner with Design commis-

sioners who commented they, “appreciate repeated

refinements” on the “simple quiet structure” and

called it, “humble without diminishing quality.”

Credit the creativity of Scott Thomsen once again of

Ward, Young Architects here in Lafayette. 

      

Finally, located on a long and narrow, bow-tie

shaped parcel, just east of the Veterans Hall parking

lot, sits 3722 Mt. Diablo.  Like Branagh’s other proj-

ects on the west end, it’s also designed by Ward

Young Architects, similarly it’s had some design ad-

justments along the way.   It was recently sold to a

Lafayette business, the new owners plan to start

construction soon.

About the Developer

      

Now in its fourth generation in the Bay Area,

the Branagh family has always been active in con-

struction and development.  Matt Branagh’s great

grandfather, John Branagh, came from Ireland just

after the turn of the century.  According to Matt he

obtained, at the ripe old age of 21, the 13th contrac-

tor’s license issued by the State of California in

1919.  John’s son Charlie grew up in the business

and returned to work after being discharged from

the Army in 1945 after the war – running Branagh

Inc., based in Oakland, until the early ‘90s before

handing the business over to his sons Tom – who

is now President, and Bill, now retired, who was

the Treasurer.  Charlie’s son, Peter Branagh, de-

cided in 1986 to found Branagh Development –

more of a boutique development firm, headquar-

tered in Danville.  There was never a doubt for Matt

Branagh, who was raised in Moraga and says he

spent his summers as a kid sweeping floors and

weed-whacking at family construction projects.

Matt and his brother, Mike, recently established

MB Realty Group.

More Spending on Road Repair Expected
By Cathy Tyson

The usually financially conser-

vative Lafayette City Council

has indicated it is willing to open up

purse strings a bit to address road re-

pair.  In the aftermath of last years’

failure of Measure G, the parcel tax

for road repair, it appears not enough

residents have an appetite to tax them-

selves, so the city needs to find an-

other way to solve the problem.

      

Road maintenance budgeting is

spelled out in the five year Capital

Improvement Program or CIP.  Twice

a year, city staff updates the CIP, look-

ing at current projections of revenue

and infrastructure needs and runs it by

other city boards for review before the

final version is presented to the City

Council for adoption.     

      

A number of options have ap-

peared to improve the road repair

budget outlook, noted in the most re-

cent CIP update.  There was a Goal

Setting Workshop in January, it was

there that the City Council was sup-

portive of allocating an additional

$400,000 per year toward road repair

- the same amount that is collected as

the Waste Management mitigation fee

anticipated every year.   Tony Coe,

Engineering Services Manager, rec-

ommended in a recent staff report that

“it would be financially feasible for

the City to continue that allocation for

the entire five-year cycle.”  

      

Coe projects $14.4 million avail-

able for capital funding over the next

five years.  Historically contributions

from the General Fund, gas tax, and

Measure J sales tax total $1.7 million

every year to the Capital Improve-

ment Program that goes toward road

and drain repair. 

                  

... continued on next page

Architectural rendering of one of the buildings that will comprise the Woodbury, a luxury condominium project by Ward Young Architects of Lafayette.       Image provided

The Lafayette City Council is
soliciting applicants to fill the
following volunteer vacancies:

Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Committee
Circulation Commission
Community Center Foundation
Crime Prevention Commission
Senior Services Commission

To learn more about these volunteer opportunities and to obtain
an application visit the City’s website www.ci.lafayette.ca.us. 
Or call Joanne Robbins, City Clerk 925-284-1968 an application
will be mailed.  Positions open until filled.



Will that be plastic or coins?

In response to the city’s au-

ditor suggesting that the city reduce

cash transactions, the City Council

opted for a three month trial run of

solar powered parking meters that ac-

cept Visa and Mastercard in front of

the Mercantile Building.  If drivers

buy in to the new-fangled models,

they may receive the green light to

spread throughout the downtown.

Collecting, sorting and deposit-

ing sacks of heavy coins is no

picnic for parking enforcement

staff, “It would be much more ef-

ficient if we decided to switch all

the meters,” said Community

Service Officer Cathy Surges–

Moscato.   

      

“They’re definitely more

user-friendly,” continued

Surges–Moscato, who is in

charge of the test drive that runs

from late March to late June.   At

only $1.00 per hour, most park-

ers who may stop for a quick

latte and croissant at La

Boulange can scrounge enough

change to feed the meter.  But

plastic costs just the same for

those that are change-challenged,

although the city pays a small

percentage to process debit and credit

cards.

      

While some parking experts have

suggested adjusting parking rates in

response to demand, there are no

plans for that in Lafayette at this time.

Switching old meters to next genera-

tion models is actually fairly easy – in

a nutshell, the old heads come off, and

new twin-hydra heads fit onto the old

base.
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JV LUCAS PAVING, INC.
CA LIC#195560

More Spending on Road
Repair Expected
... continued from page A2

Lafayette’s New Parking
Meter….
Now your credit card will feed ‘er 
By Cathy Tyson

Put another nickel in…
In that nickel-munching thing
Get me curbside parking time
It’s legal, legal, legal.
Lafayette’s new parking meter
Now your credit card will feed ‘er
Ugly duckling, never said
It’s regal, regal, regal
Metal “art” along the sidewalk
Soon will have the townfolk talk
A bit like Lurch, a perfect perch 
For seagull, seagull, seagulls…
Closer! Come on get closer!
Just park your car along the boulevard
And swipe your plastic—
it ain’t hard
Takes the stress off L-P-D
No more jangling coins to see
Wonder who collects bank fees
from meters, meters, meters…
-Cathy Dausman

One of the next generation parking meters installed for a three month
trial run in front of the Mercantile Building.  Photo C. Tyson

Add to that the $400,000 from Waste

Management fees to total $2.1 fund-

ing annually – enough to pay for a fair

amount of asphalt.

      

Recommendations by the Road

Funding Task Force and CPAC, the

Capital Projects Assessment Commit-

tee, also encourage the City Council to

transfer at least $3 million from the

General Fund Reserve account, which

was originally pledged as a contribu-

tion if Measure G passed, into a special

sinking fund for capital improvement

to be used over three years.

      

Throw in a couple of grant

awards expected in 2013 to fund

pavement management work, traffic

median and streetlight installations on

Mt. Diablo, and the road repair situa-

tion in Lafayette is looking more

manageable.

      

That would be the good news,

however the bad news is there’s still

approximately a $15 million road and

drain repair backlog and 81 failed res-

idential roads.  Three recommenda-

tions from CPAC were recently

adopted by the City Council: continue

the current pavement management

strategy, increase funding to address

the backlog of failed roads, and im-

plement a stopgap strategy on certain

roads to stretch their useful life.

That’s excellent news for the families

living on the ten-street list for the

Stopgap Chip Seal Program that kicks

off in 2013, starting with Buckeye

Court and Fiora Place.

Keith Katzman

925.376.7776
kkatzman@pacunion.com

Knows Moraga Real Estate

We are having a surge of buyers wanting homes & everything 

is selling. Call me today if you are thinking about selling!

A Member Of Real Living

Moraga Resident since 1966.
Successfully selling real estate for over 26 years.

41 MERRILL CIR
392 SPRINGFIELD PL
83 MARIE PL
132 WHITETHORNE DR
8 LOUISE CT
1203 RIMER DR
1218 RIMER DR
1224 RIMER DR
1236 RIMER DR
133 SHUEY DR
89 SHUEY DR
70 SHUEY DR
24 CARR DR
39 BUCKINGHAM DR
1076 SANDERS DR
24 FREITAS DR
4 WANDEL DR
149 WALFORD DR
108 WALFORD DR
4 SPARROW CT
11 KETELSEN
8 PIMENTEL CT
133 WESTCHESTER
15 BRECK CT
830 AUGUSTA DR
1164 LARCH AVE
1160 LARCH AVE

1027 LARCH AVE
1024 LARCH AVE
1148 LARCH AVE
1204 LARCH AVE
1056 LARCH AVE
1090 LARCH AVE
6 LARCH LN
1843 JOSEPH DR
9 FLUETI DR
679 MORAGA RD
656 MORAGA RD
139 PASEO DEL RIO
1426 DE LA CRUZ
107 NATALIE DR
257 SANDRINGHAM
238 SANDRINGHAM
235 SANDRINGHAM
1072 COUNTRY CLUB 
1080 COUNTRY CLUB 
398 BIRCHWOOD DR
268 BIRCHWOOD DR
13 DONALD DR
1924 ASCOT DR
1939 ASCOT DR
1977 ASCOT DR
2067 ASCOT DR
1958 ASCOT DR

2063 ASCOT DR
2135 ASCOT DR #28
2135 ASCOT DR #17
2135 ASCOT DR #20
2135 ASCOT DR #27
2135 ASCOT DR #26
2087 ASCOT DR #224
2087 ASCOT DR #124
2083 ASCOT DR
2091 ASCOT DR
1018 RIVER ROCK LN
94 G ELDER
1409 CAMINO PERAL
1403 CAMINO PERAL
1418 CAMINO PERAL
1405 CAMINO PERAL
1437 CAMINO PERAL
1416 CAMINO PERAL
1475 CAMINO PERAL
1515 A CAMINO PERAL
236 VALLEY GLEN
180 VALLEY GLEN
205 VISTA GLEN PL
950 OAK VISTA
565 PALO ALTO PL
7 EL CAMINO FLORES
20 JUNIPER WAY

20 ROSS DR
30 ROSS DR
3 WOODFORD DR
19021 SCHUESTER DR
3628 BICKERSTAFF
67 LA CRESTA
895 STONEGATE CIR
31 COLORADO
210 CARMEL
529 OAKSHIRE PL
1729 RELIEZ VALLEY
2211 TICE VALLEY
1348 NAVELLIER
1715 139TH ST
2277 STAR AVE
4255 WILSON LN
2 AGHALEE LN
1018 RIVER ROCK LN
1919 YGNACIO VLY RD
309 CORTE GABRIEL
3545 BOYER CIRCLE
938 MOHR LN
3569 BADDING RD 
3 ROBERTS CT
459 FERNWOOD DR
1798 ST ANDREWS DR
YOUR HOME HERE!

Experience Counts ~ Some of my Closed Sales

Pending!
1043 Camino Pablo, Moraga
$699,000

Pending!
0 Camino Pablo, Moraga

$599,000

Coming Soon!
1099 Sanders Rd, Moraga
4BR/2BA, 1967± sq. ft., Call for Price

Sold! represented buyer
78 Sleepy Hollow Ln, Orinda

5BR/2BA, 2000± sq. ft., $899,000

 

 

COLUMBIA 

24.99 
REG. 30.00 

LEATHER GOODS 

6.99 
JESSICA 

McCLINTOCK 
Evening Wristlets 

15.99 

SUN VISORS 

50% 

All Spring 2012 
Microfiber Sun Hats  

Cotton Solids & Prints 
By Scala, Sun N’ Sand 

NOW ONLY 9.99 

OFF 

LIFE IS GOOD 

5.99 

CELL PHONE 

9.99 
SUN HATS 

50% 

19.99 
ORIG. 40.00 

ARTIST TOTES 
Unique Print Canvas 

Totes by Sun N’ Sand 

50% OFF 
NOW 15.99 to 29.99 

TRAVEL BAGS 

9.99 

SPARROW TRUE 

ROSETTI 
All Purses, Totes, 

Tech Cases & Mini’s 

40% OFF 

NOW 20.99 to 44.99 

BIG BUDDHA 

SAG HARBOR 

I.D.’s, Coin Purses and 
& Mini Wallets by Mundi 

ORIG. 15.00 

REG. 28.00 

KENNETH COLE 
Cosmetic Bag Sets 

& Travel Cases 

6.99 
ORIG. 28.00 – 38.00 

TECH CASES 
Cell Phone/PDA 
Cases by Mundi 

9.99 
ORIG. 25.00 

Fashion Print Cases 
Smart Phone Compatible 

ORIG. 10.00 EACH 

SILK SCARVES 
Spring, Hand Loomed 
One Of A Kind Oblong 

Necklaces, Earrings 

JEWELRY 
CLEARANCE 

60% 
Up 
To 

NOW 5.99 TO 29.99 
OFF 

COMPARE AT 18.00 

All Spring Hats By 
Sun N’ Sand & Hatstack 

Entire Stock Of 
Comfy Snuggle Socks 

OFF 
NOW 12.99 TO 22.99 

SPRING SCARVES 
Great Selection 

Of Fashion Scarves 

12.99 
LADIES ACCESSORIES 

All Solid & Print 
Nylon Totes By NYAG 

ORIG. 32.00 

THE SAK 
All Spring Crochet, 

Leather & Fabric Bags 

25% OFF 

ONE WEEK ONLY 

Contemporary Totes 
& Crossbody Bags 

60% OFF 
NOW 13.99 TO 25.99 

50% 

Entire Stock Of 
Fashion Handbags 

OFF 
NOW 24.99 TO 36.99 

All Handbags & Totes 
(Limited Stores) 

50% OFF 

NOW 34.99 TO 47.50 

10 Bay Area Stores  
to serve you! 

          AUBURN 
Elm Street next to CVS & SaveMart 
              ( 530) 885-0500  

LAFAYETTE DANVILLE MONTCLAIR 
 Plaza Center Town and Country 6211 Medau Pl. Oakland 
 (925) 283-3380 (925) 837-0261 (510) 339-2210 

 ORINDA MORAGA WALNUT CREEK 
 Village Square Moraga Center Countrywood Center 
 (925) 254-3448 (925) 376-7252 (925) 935-9300 

 CONCORD SONOMA NAPA 
 Vineyard Center Marketplace Center Napa Town Center 
 (925) 827-0330 (707) 996-4465 (707) 255-9375 



When Superintendent Bruce

Burns stands in front of an

audience to present facts about the

Moraga School District (MSD), he is

not shy about pointing out the

achievements of the district he’s led

for a little over two years.  Burns does

not campaign—there is a team of par-

ent volunteers who do that—he talks

about MSD’s financial needs and an-

swers questions regarding the new

parcel tax, Measure A.  Sometimes he

and those who work on the Yes on A

campaign are met with skepticism.

But in a town that draws many of its

residents for its schools, they find a lot

of comprehension and support.  The

question is: will that support tally the

two-thirds votes needed to pass Meas-

ure A?

      

“We are one of the top-rated dis-

tricts in California,” said Burns during

a meeting with the Moraga Chamber

of Commerce. “We’ve been able to

maintain small class sizes and retain

very qualified personnel. We educate

the whole child and introduce innova-

tive programs, and all this in spite of

declining State funding.”  

      

It is estimated that MSD lost State

funding in the magnitude of $6.6 mil-

lion over the last four years.

      

“Over the past five years the dis-

trict has cut $1,210,790 of yearly ex-

pense in response to the state budget

crisis,” said Michael Holbrook, a

MSD parent and member of the

Measure A marketing campaign team.

MSD’s budget for the coming year in-

cludes almost $400K in additional

cuts and uses $700K of reserves.

      

Holbrook, who described himself

as fiscally conservative, is fast to point

out that he was impressed by the dis-

trict’s frugality.  “What sold me is

how the last two superintendents have

managed the funds,” he said, “MSD

gets less funding per student than

many other school districts in Califor-

nia. Through cuts and with support

from parents, the district has been

able to maintain its excellence and in-

novative programs.  But come 2013-

14, it is likely that cuts will have to be

made in the classrooms if Measure A

does not pass—small class size,

teacher assistants, and enrichment

programs could be affected.” 

      

Whether they have children en-

rolled in MSD or not, many residents

are coming out in favor of Measure A.

John Mattson’s children, now grown,

all went through the Moraga public

school system.  “We’ve always appre-

ciated the quality of education in

Moraga and Lamorinda,” said Matt-

son, adding that as an orthopedic sur-

geon he recognizes the importance of

education as an investment: “This is

important for our future, for our chil-

dren, and for our property values,”

said the longtime Moraga resident. 

      

“Our schools are the main differ-

entiator for our community,” said re-

altor and Moraga resident Ben Olsen.

“We have some disadvantages com-

pared to Walnut Creek in terms of

shopping and entertainment, and what

ultimately makes young families

chose Moraga are the schools.  Invest-

ing in the schools makes a lot of

sense.”

      

Last time Moragans voted on

school parcel tax, in 2004, it passed

on a slim margin of about 20 votes.

Not everyone believes that more

money means better results in

schools, and in the current economy

some might find it difficult to pay an

additional $18.75 a month.  

      

“Don’t you already have a parcel

tax for the School District?” asked

Moraga property owner Joan Bruz-

zone during the Chamber meeting.

“Why do you need an additional parcel

tax, doesn’t it automatically go up?”  

      

“The parcel tax that was voted in

2004 remains at the same level, while

costs increase and what we receive

from the State continues to signifi-

cantly decrease,” responded Burns.

“When it (the 2004 parcel tax) was

voted in it was scheduled to cover our

expenditures for seven years, and

through savings we were able to ex-

tend its impact for three more years.”

Measure A is intended to keep the

schools solvent for another five to

eight years.
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Receiving stolen property, 3/26/12

A smart phone owner lost, or had

stolen, her phone while attending an

event in Danville on Saturday, 3/24.

Just a couple days later she was able

to use the phone’s tracking system

that led her to Moraga – where the

phone was inside of a car parked in

a lot on Moraga Road. She con-

fronted the new phone owner who

returned it, but explained he pur-

chased the phone for $200 at the

Concord Flea Market.  

Open front door, 3/26/12  Moraga

cops noticed the front door of a

home on Paseo Grande open and

were unable to find a homeowner.

There was no obvious damage to in-

dicate a break-in.  A peak inside re-

vealed nothing suspicious, so they

closed the door and left.

Tree vandalism? 3/24/12  A Rheem

Boulevard resident told police he

suspected his neighbor removed

branches from a Town of Moraga-

owned palm tree located near his

home over the weekend.  The report-

ing person was concerned that the

tree may have been damaged and

that branches and leaves would

block the storm drain when it rains.

Someone from the Town’s Public

Services department came out to ex-

amine the tree and said it was fine.

Same neighbor, 3/26/12  Oddly

enough, just a couple of days after

the reported tree damage,  a Rheem

Boulevard homeowner said he had

received several e-mails from the

neighbor about their disagreement.

Reporting person felt the e-mails

were threatening and asked police to

investigate.  Police took a look at the

e-mails and found no threats or other

criminal actions.

Bike missing, 3/22/12  A black and

red Trek bicycle was reported miss-

ing from a Rimer Drive home.  The

bike was last seen in the garage, but

it’s a mystery as to its disappearance.

Owner claims his side door to the

garage is locked and alarmed and the

main garage door is always closed.

Bike is valued at $1600.  Police will

continue to investigate.

Party’s over, Cinderella, 3/21/12  At

just before midnight an officer

stopped by a home on Miramonte

Drive to crash a loud party.  Officers

could hear the noise from 150 feet

away from the residence.  Party host

received an official warning citing

the Moraga Municipal Code for Per-

sons Responsible for a Loud or Un-

ruly Party.

Police Report

Planning Commission
Monday, April 16, 7:00 pm
Moraga Library, 1500 Saint Marys Rd 

Design Review
Monday, April 23, 7:00 pm

Moraga Library, 1500 Saint Marys Rd 

Check online for agendas, meeting

notes and announcements

Town of Moraga:
www.moraga.ca.us

Phone: (925) 888-7022

Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org

Moraga Citizens’ Network:
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

Public Meetings
Civic News

School Board Meeting
Moraga School District 
Tuesday, May 8, 7:30 pm

Joaquin Moraga Intermediate

School Auditorium

1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga

www.moraga.k12.ca.us

See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Town Council
Wednesday, April 11, 7:00pm

Wednesday, April 25, 7:00pm
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School,

1010 Camino Pablo

562 Center St. Moraga, Rheem Valley Shopping Ctr. near CVS

www.moragajewelers.com    Phone: (925) 376-1283

42 Days for a Show of  Faith
By Sophie Braccini

Who could resist women’s

tears and the innocent pleas

of little children to save off-leash dog

hours in Moraga, even from the dis-

tant pedestal where the Town Council

presides over the destiny of the town?

On March 29 the Council partially laid

down arms and gave supporters of off-

leash dogs at Rancho Laguna Park 42

days to work out a plan for a fenced

dog area that would satisfy the varied

needs of all park users, before enacting

a resolution that would terminate the

possibility of unfettered canine play at

the park.  The second reading of the

resolution the Council was set to adopt

that night was postponed until May 9.  

      

If a fenced dog area is proposed at

Rancho Laguna Park, where off-leash

hours have existed for many years,

dog owners need the buy-in of the

park’s other user-groups, such as

sports users, families with young chil-

dren, and any other type of potential

park user.   The Council did not iden-

tify who these groups might be, or

which individuals might be able to

represent general park users.

      

The Council’s decision came after

a few hours of public comment,

mostly from dog owners.

      

“You got what you wanted,” said

resident Bill Carman, “It has been an

emotional issue... let’s stop the retali-

ation and let’s do this (a fenced dog

park). We are close to a solution.” Car-

man asked the Council for six months

to work out a plan that would include

everyone. 

      

“I hear that there is a strong desire

to find a solution that works for every-

one,” said Town Manager Jill

Keimach, who continued, “I’d like to

propose tabling the decision to a date

certain, May 9.  That gives 42 days, or

three council meetings.  We will hear

from the community as soon as possi-

ble and will have time to do an envi-

ronmental analysis.  And if the

community can’t come up with a plan,

we will have the second reading of the

ordinance (ending off-leash hours).”  

      

That idea was approved on a 3-2

vote, because Mayor Mike Metcalf

and Council Member Dave Trotter

thought that 42 days was not enough

time— they had asked for a 90-day

grace period.

      

The Council also indicated that it

hopeed the residents who previously

brought and dropped a lawsuit against

the Town would get in touch with the

Town’s Attorney and agree not to liti-

gate again.  Otherwise, the Council did

not see the benefit of working on a

plan that could be legally challenged.

      

The Council designated Keimach

as the point of contact for the commu-

nity to work out a compromise.  In the

days that followed the meeting, com-

munity members began contacting

her. “There have been a number of

people who have already expressed

interest in being on a community-

based committee to design an off-

leash fenced dog park at Rancho

Laguna Park,” said Keimach on April

2. “Although the Council identified

me as a ‘point person,’ I was not given

the authority to select individuals or

lead the committee, nor do I think it

would be a good approach. I believe it

is important that the Town not drive or

create the committee or the plan.”  

      

The Town offered to provide

meeting space at the Hacienda and has

requested a proposal for a consultant

to conduct a biological assessment and

an arborist report.  

      

“Tina Brier and Jeanne Moreau

seem to be taking the lead in getting a

committee together,” said Keimach.

Blair Newel, a board member of Lam-

orinda Dogs, confirmed: “Jeanne

Moreau of Lamorinda Dogs is work-

ing with the town manager, Jill

Keimach, to form a community task

force,” he said.  “The first meeting is

scheduled for April 12, after spring

break.  This group will include active

town members from different groups

who will work together to fine tune a

compromise plan to present at the

May 9 Town Council meeting.  The

timeline is to get a plan approved and

begin construction by summer along

with the new playground.”

      

Keimach indicated that a concep-

tual plan should be submitted by April

20, to allow time for staff to prepare a

report and publish the packet in time

for the May 9 Council meeting.  Other

individuals interested in participating

in the discussions should contact

Keimach at

jkeimach@moraga.ca.us.

Measure A, Coming Soon to Moraga Voters
By Sophie Braccini

Measure A in a Nutshell
Annual parcel tax: $225 per parcel
Needs a 2/3 majority
No sunset, no inflation clause
Deadline to postmark ballot: May 8, 2012
Total annual additional income for MSD: $1,271,250
Independent Citizens Oversight Committee: included
Low income seniors can ask to be exempt
MSD’s total annual revenue last year: Approximately $15 million

Volunteers make calls on behalf of Measure A Photo provided

Judy’s Nail Salon

625 Moraga Rd, Moraga  •  (925) 377-9997 or 9998
Mon – Sat: 10am -7pm  •  Sun: 10am-6pm

NEWLY Remodeled
NEW Spa Chairs
NEW Floor
NEW Manicurist
Walk-in welcome
Please no rush and hurry10year

Annive
rsary

SPECIALS
New Designer French Tips

Gel Nail Set $30
Gel Nail Fill-In $20

New Shellac Gel Manicure $25
Regular Manicure & Pedicure $25
Free Hot Wax or Designs

Coupon for Lamorinda Weekly 
Readers $5 OFF

RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE

Cathy Schultheis   

510-915-2277
cathy@brokercathy.com

www.brokercathy.com
DRE #01005765

24 Years of Experience With Proven Results

• 2 bedroom, 

• 1.5 bath  

• 1474 sq. ft. 

• Freshly updated 

• Private lot

Offered at
$439,000

461 Woodminster Dr., Moraga

440 Deerfield Dr., Moraga
5 bedrooms, 2.5 bath  2969 sq ft. 

Offered at $1,199,000

Coming Soon Pending Open Sunday 1-4 

352 Deerfield Dr., Moraga
6 bedrooms, 3.5 bath, 3416 sq ft

Call for more info ...

©2012 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity Company. 

Equal Housing Opportunity . Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office Is Owned And Operated by NRT LLC.  DRE License # 01908304
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Michael Frazier                                            
Vice-President, Portfolio Manager 

and Moraga Resident

Celebrat
ing 36 

Years in
 Business!

Achieve your financial 
goals with our help

800-783-0344

Investment Management

Individual Stocks and Bonds

A Relationship of Trust Since 1975
www.bedellinvest.com

Financial Planning

    
r 

Hetfield Development may be Moving Toward Conciliation
By Sophie Braccini  

Asmaller footprint and smaller

lots were favored by the Mor-

aga Planning Commission on April 2

as it reviewed the final Environmental

Impact Report for the subdivision of

the Hetfield property, which is located

off Sanders Drive in Moraga, along a

creek, on 58.2 acres of MOSO open

space land.  According to some of the

neighbors this is a step in the right di-

rection, although some concerns re-

main.

      

During the long meeting the ap-

plicant, John Wyro, acknowledged

that this project has been a lot of work

and has taken a long time to be ap-

proved.  The first application was

filed in December of 2005.  “If it’s

taken so long it’s because the first

plans, with six large lots and com-

mensurate very large houses, were out

of character with the neighborhood,”

said neighbor Bob Ellerbeck. “The

risks and environmental impacts were

not mitigated either.  But the neigh-

bors recognize that this is a private

property that can be developed, as

long as it abides by local regulations

and guidelines.”

      

“I thought that the Planning Com-

mission did its homework,” com-

mented Wyro after the meeting.

“We’ll spend more time now on the

conceptual development plan, with

the eight-lot small footprint option

that the Commission prefers.”  Wyro

is confident that the Environmental

Impact Report (EIR) indicates that all

of the impacts can be mitigated to a

less than significant level.  “These

new lots will be closer in size to the

average lot size currently existing on

Sanders Drive,” he said. “The three

houses at the end of Sanders will have

no house behind them and we are

working with the other neighbors to

limit the visual impact.”  Wyro added

that, in an effort to be a good neigh-

bor, he has offered to add vegetation

to the back yards of some of the

Sanders properties, and has even

given them some land that they

thought they owned, but in fact they

did not.

      

Smaller homes relieved some of

the neighbors’ concerns, but others re-

main. “Everything can be mitigated,

but at what cost?” asked Ellerbeck. “If

this development is too expensive we

risk a situation where grading will

take place, home pads carved in the

hillside, but no construction happens.

And we would be left with an ugly

scorched hill.” He speaks from expe-

rience, since this scenario happened

on another nearby property.  

      

“We are very concerned with the

economics of the project,” added

Malcolm Cooper, who also lives on

Sanders Drive. “One of the Commis-

sioners calculated that it would take

9,400 truck loads to move the dirt of

the proposed grading. How could that

amount of work be financed with

only six relatively small homes?” 

      

“No developer, now-a-days,

would take the risk of grading, if they

had not calculated that the whole proj-

ect was financially sound,” answered

Wyro.

      

Eleanor Vaughn, another Sanders

Drive resident, is still not a big fan of

the project.  “We experienced a land-

slide here in the ‘80s,” she said. “We

were all affected by it physically and

financially.  I don’t care what the en-

gineer says, that hill is still unstable.

At the time of the slide, it was decided

that the property was not fit for build-

ing and the owner decided to abandon

his development project.  The prop-

erty was sold to different owners over

the years.” 

      

The EIR addresses landslide con-

cerns, noting that the proposed build-

ing sites in the Hetfield subdivision

are not being constructed on landslide

debris, and the hillside southwest of

the building sites is to be recon-

structed as an engineered fill that is

keyed into bedrock. The report goes

on to state that, too often, older resi-

dential projects were constructed on

or immediately adjacent to landslide

deposits, constructed within the

floodplain of creeks, and/or built on

undocumented fill.

      

The next step should be taken in

May with a presentation of the con-

ceptual plan by the Wyro Company.

Moraga Librarian Beth
Girshman Moves to Orinda
By Sophie Braccini

Orinda’s Senior Community Li-

brary Manager Caroline Gick

was recently promoted to the very

large Ygnacio Valley Library in Wal-

nut Creek.  To replace her, Beth Gir-

shman, Moraga’s Senior Community

Library Manager, will leave the job

she was appointed to a little over a

year ago. 

      

“I love Moraga and have made a

lot of friends here,” said Girshman,

“but Orinda will be a promotion for

me.  It is a larger library, the position

is full-time and staff is larger.”  

      

According to the Contra Costa

County Library, they are in the

process of recruiting a new librarian

for Moraga but the hiring freeze that’s

in place is causing some delays.

      

“Moraga is a very active and vi-

brant branch, that has a very support-

ive group with the Friends of the

Moraga Library,” said Girshman.

“I’m sure a new, very qualified librar-

ian will be hired soon.”

Beth Girshman Photo Sophie Braccini

Moraga’s Swing Vote, Vice Mayor Howard Harpham
By Sophie Braccini

When three of the members of

the Moraga Council were

elected, almost four years ago, one of

the three was designated to never get

the opportunity to sit in the Mayor’s

chair. According to the town’s unwrit-

ten tradition, that role fell to the can-

didate who was elected by the fewest

votes— Howard Harpham, who is

now the vice mayor.

      

Four years ago the retired Public

Defender for the Contra Costa

County District Attorney’s Office

thought it unlikely that he would

serve more than one term on the

Council, but he now admits  a will-

ingness to run again next November.

Harpham has been the swing vote on

a few decisions, notably the recent is-

sues regarding Rancho Laguna Park.

Harpham’s vision for Moraga is of a

college town, which differs from the

unsubstantiated semi-rural character

that many want to preserve.

      

“I am not one to pull the minutes

because I’ve been slightly misquoted,

or to talk just for the sake of it,” says

Harpham. “I talk when I really have

a point to make or an argument to de-

velop.”  Harpham speaks less than his

council colleagues, but when he does

speak, people listen, especially since

his position is not always the one that

is expected.

      

“When I worked for the D.A.’s

Office,” recalls the former attorney,

“there were times when someone

would get much better treatment than

they should have, just because he or

she was able to reach out to the judge.

Making due allowances, the same

thing can happen during a council

meeting when residents come up with

something reasonable, that’s con-

veyed with some real emotion.”

However, any attempt to strong-arm

the Council is sure to meet with his

opposition.

      

Regarding Rancho Laguna Park,

Harpham seems to have changed his

position more than once, from being

willing to give off-leash dogs some

grassy areas, to favoring the option

without grass, to again supporting a

dog area with grass. “It is not like

there was a great solution and a bad

one,” says Harpham. “I thought that

the option without grass was a better

one for the town as a whole, and I’m

sure that if the dog owners had given

it a try, if grass had been sewn (as the

plan proposed), the solution would

have worked.  But I could also live

with the second option (the so-called

Mickey Mouse plan).

      

Harpham indicates that this last

change was not the result of demon-

strations and threats by dog owners,

but that the law suit that was filed

against the Town was costing thou-

sands of dollars; a luxury the Town

cannot afford, even to make a point.

“I do not make my decisions based on

the number of people who show up at

a meeting,” he says, “but on what I

think is in the best long term interest

of the town.”

      

For Harpham, the first element

that needs to be in place for the long

term preservation of Moraga is its fi-

nances.  “Our first duty is to match

our obligations to our resources,” he

says.  Maintaining the infrastructure

is a must for the vice mayor who also

manages a homeowners’ association

that annually sets aside the funds for

its roads.  “We need to bite the bullet,”

he says, referring to the Town’s plan

to put a road-related tax measure on

the November ballot.

                   

... continued on page A12

Aging Parents? We Can Help.
Why is Home Care Assistance the leading choice of
older adults in the Tri Valley/Lamorinda community?

● Home Care Assistance lets you select the caregiver of your 
choice from our extensive roster.

● Home Care Assistance is the leader in 24-hour-a-day, 7-day-

a-week live-in care.

● Home Care Assistance provides high quality, bonded and 

insured caregivers who are experienced in care for older adults.

● Home Care Assistance helps with meals, personal care, 

transportation and more. 

● Home Care Assistance wrote the books Handbook for Live-In 
Care and Happy to 102, available on Amazon.com. They are a 

resource for the industry as well as families.

Meet Jesse Walters. Jesse is the client care

manager for our Danville/ Walnut Creek office.

He has been working on older adults issues for

more than ten years and specializes in home

care. Please call Jesse to answer any questions

you may have about home care.

Call Jesse for a free consultation at: 
925-817-0416
HomeCareAssistance.com
480 San Ramon Valley Blvd, Danville, CA 94526

MORAGA PARKS & RECREATION
925-888-7045  •  www.moraga.ca.us

SUMMER CAMPS & CLASSES!
LOOK FOR YOUR ACTIVITY GUIDE

REGISTER TODAY

Howard Harpham Photo Sophie Braccini
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Dear Readers: We are experienc-

ing difficulty obtaining detailed

crime reports from the Orinda and

Lafayette police departments,

which are staffed by the Contra

Costa County Sheriff. Please bear

with us as we try to determine

how to best serve the public given

the limited information that is

being made available to us.

Police Report

City Council
Tuesday, April 17, 7:00 pm
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 

26 Orinda Way

Planning Commission
Tuesday, May 8, at 7:00 pm
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 

26 Orinda Way

Finance Advisory 
Committee
Wednesday, April 25, at 6:00 pm
Community Room, City Hall

22 Orinda Way

Check online for agendas, meeting

notes and announcements

City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org

Phone (925) 253-4200

Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org

The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

Public Meetings
Civic News

A6 Wednesday, April 11, 2012www.lamorindaweekly.com            925-377-0977

Please submit    Letters and Opinions:  
letters@lamorindaweekly.com

School Board Meeting
Orinda Union School District 
Monday, May 14, 6:00 pm

OUSD Office

8 Altarinda Road, Orinda

www.orindaschools.org

See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Assessing the Health of  the Community’s Heart
Orinda Mayor presents State of the City Address 
By Laurie Snyder

“There are many ways to

examine the health of

our town,” said Orinda Mayor

Steve Glazer in his State of the

City address presented March 28

to members of the City’s Rotary

and Chamber of Commerce. 

     

The health of any town –

sprawling or small – is typically

measured by assessing the health

of its vital organs – the commu-

nity’s economic vitality, the

achievements of its students and

schools, the level of crime versus

residents’ sense of safety, the sta-

bility of the local government’s

budget, residents’ environmental

and social awareness, including

charitable endeavors and their

support for the protection of civil

rights, as well residents’ “general

friendliness.”

     

Noting that Orinda’s “level of

community engagement and con-

nection continues to be robust,”

Glazer pointed to the number of

residents active with service, par-

ent, and garden clubs, as well as

elementary classrooms that are

“teaming with involved and en-

gaged parents” in a town of

17,500 “overseen by five elected

volunteers” and “guided by 54

additional volunteer citizens serv-

ing on various committees and

commissions.”

     

But Glazer also warned that

Orinda’s current level of peace

and tranquility may be shaken

over the next few months. In ad-

dition to downtown development

discussions that may raise the

temperature on an already sim-

mering pot of community discon-

tent, two projects “likely to create

debate in the coming months” in-

clude the J & J Ranch and

Lavenida Lane subdivisions.

     

The Bruzzone family has pro-

posed turning its 12 acres between

the J & J Ranch project and the

back of Miramonte High School

into eight home sites. Orinda’s

Planning Commission will hold

that public hearing April 12.

     

And possibly as early as June,

Commissioners will review pro-

posed development of a 21-acre

site near Del Rey Elementary and

Miramonte, which is home to the

Contra Costa County’s oldest

adobe building. Built in 1841, the

Moraga Adobe, according to

Glazer, will “under the proposed

subdivision plan ... be restored

and used as a club house for resi-

dents of the proposed 13-lot sub-

division with the possibility for

periodic public access.”

     

Other issues Glazer described

as “not so controversial any

more” include the Orinda Grove

by Pulte – a 14-acre project which

will require the relocation of

City-owned ball fields while cre-

ating 73 small lot homes and new

Orinda Union School District ad-

ministrative offices; Wilder – the

largest of all which, when com-

pleted, “will contain 245 single

family residences, five ball fields,

a public art and garden center,

public maintenance facility, pri-

vate swim and fitness facility,”

and trail network “connecting to

the regional open space areas ...

and approximately 1,300 acres of

open space;” Orinda Oaks – a 12-

lot subdivision that will likely be

developed on 23 acres atop Stein

Way; and the Eden Senior Afford-

able Housing program.

     

Pulte, said Glazer, hopes

groundbreaking will begin in

June – the same month Wilder’s

playfields are slated to open. Ad-

ditionally, Wilder’s private swim

facility and clubhouse are now

complete. 

     

Signature Homes’ latest plans

for Orinda Oaks will likely be ap-

proved in mid-2012.

     

Eden Housing “has obtained

[with the exception of building

permits and other minor items] all

of the approvals from the City of

Orinda necessary for the develop-

ment of 67 senior affordable res-

idences on the former library

site,” and is awaiting word re-

garding its request for California

tax credit financing.

     

Glazer also stressed that “road

and drain failures continue to

plague our town” as he talked fi-

nance. “We have reduced staff,

frozen positions and required six

furlough days for employees this

year and may require up to ten ...

for next year. We are one of the

few cities that does not have a de-

fined benefit pension plan.... Our

employees invest their retirement

contributions on their own. Our

employees also do not have post

retirement medical benefits.”

     

Heartening news included

Orinda’s ranking by the F.B.I. as

America’s fifth safest city, com-

pletion of environmental remedi-

ation on the old Mobil station site

across from the Library, and a rise

in Orinda’s sales tax revenues by

5.2 percent as of March 12. 

     

When asked, during the ques-

tion and answer period, how large

a role sales tax actually plays in

the City’s operations, City Man-

ager Janet Keeter noted that sales

taxes comprise roughly 10 per-

cent of Orinda’s budget.

     

Several members of the audi-

ence urged Glazer to consider

seeking further savings by shar-

ing staff and services with the

City of Lafayette and Town of

Moraga. When Glazer responded

that Council and staff have

looked at this and found it un-

workable, one audience member

commented sotto voce, “They’re

not going to fire themselves.”

Mayor Steve Glazer Photo Andy Scheck

Attention History Hounds!

Ever sniffed out a good mystery? The Lamorinda Weekly has been
asked whether “Paul Park” is an actual park in Orinda named after an
area resident or merely a strip of land next to the Orinda Highway 24
off-ramp mistakenly designated as a park by Internet mapping sites
(www.recreationparks.net/CA/contra-costa/paul-park-orinda).
If you know the answer or can offer a clue, contact 
laurie@lamorindaweekly.com. 

CARPET CLEANING
LAMORINDA'S FAVORITE

FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS
FOR OVER 36 YEARS

SPRING SPECIAL

I 5 %  OFF
(925) 283-8744

www.siggyscarpetcleaning.com
3408 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette

RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE

Maureen
Wilbur

Direct: (925)253-6311   Maureen@MaureenWilbur.com    www.MaureenWilbur.com

It’s Spring and if you are thinking of selling
NOW is the time. Our inventory is at an all time

low; down 51% from last year.

For professional full service real estate, call Maureen Wilbur.

CA DRE #01268536 ©2012 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity . Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office Is Owned And Operated by NRT LLC.  DRE License # 01908304
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Certified Green Builder

      

 

 

 

 
  

          

 

Custom Homes & Renovations
Building in Lamorinda Since 1999 

McCartt
Construction Inc.

“As seen on”

“As heard on HG Radio”As heard on HG Radio

Build It GREEN
Smart Solutions from the Ground Up

For current local Market Trends data, visit: 

www.LamorindaValues.com
For a complimentary market analysis 

of your specific property, contact Frank today!

Frank Woodward
Specializing in 

Lamorinda Fine 

Homes & Property

925.253.4603       Frank@FrankWoodward.com

Orinda = Lafayette = Moraga

Number of Lamorinda properties for sale at end of each period

Number of Homes For Sale
End Feb 2010 2011 2012

Orinda 51 61 31

Lafayette 75 76 55

Moraga 44 34 11

Total 170 171 97

Orindans Make Their Voices Heard Regarding Downtown Development
By Laurie Snyder

Twenty-eight area residents rose to express their

opinions during the public comments portion of a

March 27 meeting co-hosted by Orinda’s City Council

and Planning Commission. Their collective commentary

stretched nearly 90 minutes, providing City staff and

elected and appointed officials important, but often con-

fusing input regarding what citizens want for the City’s

downtown.

     

City Planning Director Emmanuel Ursu transported

residents back to August 2009 – the dawn of the current

downtown debate – when a task force consisting of 11

residents, appointed by the City Council, recommended

changing Orinda’s land use policies. Planning Commis-

sion meetings ensued with the Council eventually decid-

ing that broader public input on the vision of the future of

downtown was necessary before the very specific recom-

mendations of the Task Force could be considered.

     

Subsequently, frustrated by 100 poorly attended public

meetings, the City hired the consulting firm of MIG to

present community workshops. Fifteen hundred residents

were alerted via Twitter, a Parks and Recreation program

participant list and other methods, and a survey was pre-

pared by the Planning Department and made available at

community events and online.       ... continued on page A9

Orinda’s City Council and Planning Commission met in front of a nearly packed house at a joint session March 12. Twenty-eight residents provided feedback regarding downtown 
development before the elected and appointed officials turned their focus to zoning and updates regarding major development projects Photo Andy Scheck

“The Real Estate Firm People Trust”

MORAGA $869,000
4/2.5.  High ceilings. Light, modern, neutral

décor throughout.Immaculate and move

in condition.

Paul Chastain 925.253.4600

LAFAYETTE $1,325,000
3/2.     Total remodel in trail neighborhood.

Gourmet kit,Hw flrs, parklike bkrd, walk to

town,BART

Bo Sullivan 925.253.4600

WALNUT CREEK $279,000
2/2.  Remodeled Home has vaulted

ceiling,fresh paint,new carpet and is light

and bright!

Maureen Wilbur 925.253.4600

ORINDA $939,000
4/2.  Fabulous traditional one lvl home

w/well designed floor plan, large lot &

lovely gardens.

Finola Fellner   925-253-4600

ORINDA $5,000,000
2/1.  Grizzly Peak Stables in Orinda. Top of

the world views including Mt.

Diablo.Orinda Schools

Laura Abrams 925.253.4600

ORINDA $649,999
3/2.  Spectacular home nestled in the

hills. Upgrades galore. Close to BART,

downtown and freeway.

Vlatka Bathgate    925-253-4600

DANVILLE $775,000
3/2.  Great level lot, approx .31 acres.

Gracious floor plan with add'l

bonus/office off living room.

Kathy McCann 925.253.4600

ORINDA $518,000
2/2. Enchanted cottage updated with

myriad of modern amenities. Walk to

town, pool and BART.

Vlatka Bathgate   925-253-4600 

MORAGA $1,095,000
4/2. Fabulous Golf Course Property!

Exquisite home with 3424 sq ft, completely

updated, 4 bd, 2.5 ba, amazing views.

Elena Hood 925-253-4600 

WALNUT CREEK $695,000
3/2. Quality construction w/ soaring

ceiling,grassy yard & quiet street. Great

commute location

Suzi O’Brien 925.253.4600

LAFAYETTE $684,000
3/1. Charming, updated home on large

lot, Sunny deck & large backyard will

beckon you outdoors.

Kim McAtee 925.253.4600

ORINDA $2,095,000
5/3.2.  Elegant gated Orinda Estate in

Country Club section with view of the

water. 

Steve Stahle 925.253.4600

LAFAYETTE $1,749,000
4/2. Classic Marchant Traditional w/. 4

bedrooms, 2 ½ baths, in the prestigious

Springhill area.

Andi Brown/Patti Camras 925-253-4600

ORINDA $1,018,000
4/3. Country Club Contemporary

offering bright, open living spaces and

gorgeous views.

Alti Schmitt 925.253.4600

MORAGA $1,550,000
4/3.5. Wonderful single level home in

Moraga's premier gated community.

Great backyard with pool & gardens.

Elena Hood 925-253-4600

LAFAYETTE $1,159,000
4/2. Sophisticated and stylish, limestone

accents, hardwood floors, skylights, high

ceilings, large decks, amazing views. 

Glenn Beaubelle 925-253-4600

MORAGA $439,000
2/1.5. This townhome has it all . . . The
property is a coveted end unit and has
been recently updated.

Cathy Schultheis     925-253-4600

LAFAYETTE $1,675,000
5/3. Lovely Upper Happy Valley
Contemporary with gorgeous views.
Great floor plan.

Karen Richardson 925.253.4600

LAFAYETTE $3,000,000
5/3.5. California Estate situated on 2.50

acre lot. Grand LR w/soaring redwood

beamed ceilings.Views,Views!

Kathy McCann 925-253-4600 

ORINDA $5,000,000
4/4. Secluded Sleepy Hollow Estate.

Gracefully remodeled Mediterranean. 

Pano views. Lap & infinity pools.

Laura Abrams 925-253-4600

RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE

californiamoves.com

LAFAYETTE $3,100,000
5/5. Beautiful custom estate situated on

approx. 2.4 private acres. Gated

entrance, shared tennis ct, 2 pool sites.

Glenn Beaubelle 925-253-4600

©2012 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity
Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office Is Owned And Operated by NRT LLC.  DRE License # 01908304

ORINDA $6,195,000
5/5.5.     Truly extraordinary! This majestic,

private, park-like 24 acre view estate with

gated security entrance

Peter & Darlene Hattersley 925.253.4600
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                                       Share your thoughts with our community! 
                              Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and  

     not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters will 
     include the writer's name and city/town of residence -- we will only

accept letters from those who live in, or own a business in, the communities comprising
Lamorinda (please give us your phone number for verification purposes only). 
Letters should be 350 words or less; letters of up to 500 words will be accepted on a
space-available basis. email:    letters@lamorindaweekly.com;  
Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly, P.O.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

If you have significant knowledge about an issue facing Lamorinda or one of its cities that requires
more than the 350 words to which we must limit Letters to the Editor, don’t despair! You can submit

your letter to our Public Forum section.  Just send your letter to  letters@lamorindaweekly.com
and let us know you’d like to be considered for the Public Forum. 

Join our Public Forum

Mike Rose proudly announces

the opening of our 

Lafayette Location…!!!

Mike’s Auto Body 

3430 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

(former Butler-Conti Dodge location)
Lafayette CA 94549

(925) 283-5600

Lafayette@mautobody.com

Approved by most major insurance companies…

2012 Marks 40 Years in Business

Visit our website for our other 7 locations

www.mautobody.com

Editor:

As Hollywood goes, so goes Lamorinda.

On March 29, The New York Times reported that "[a] far-reaching

rezoning plan . . . would turn parts of Hollywood into a mini-city --

with residential and commercial towers rising on streets like Vine,

Hollywood, and Sunset . . . "

The Times went on to say that the plan for Hollywood  "has set

off a storm of opposition from residents fearful that it would destroy

the rakish small-town charm of their community with soaring ano-

dyne buildings that block views of the Hollywood Hills (and its

iconic sign) and overwhelm streets with traffic."

Similar environmentally disruptive plans are in the works for

Lafayette, Moraga, and Orinda.

Tall buildings and high-density housing are planned for the down-

town regions of Lafayette, Moraga, and Orinda.

In Orinda, for example, the city council voted unanimously in

February to advance plans for a 67-unit downtown apartment com-

plex.  The complex would have room for about 37 cars.

Before Lamorindans are saddled with irreversible high-rise, high-

density housing, the voters in each city must be able to decide, in

city-wide referendums, whether or not to permit the construction of

such housing.  Locally elected politicians must be held accountable

for their actions.

Moreover, unelected and unaccountable bureaucrats who serve

on such regional authorities as the Metropolitan Transportation

Council and the Association of Bay Area Governments are deter-

mining how the downtowns of Lamorinda should look.  Also, pow-

erful real estate developers want to give Lamorinda a facelift.

New high-rise construction would destroy the views of the nearby

hills and lead to more traffic and parking problems.  Life in Lamor-

inda would become less enjoyable and lead to lower property values

-- values that have, in recent years, declined noticeably. 

Richard S. Colman   

Orinda

   Air Conditioning Systems 

    Heating ~  Air Conditioning ~ Solar
5151-C Port Chicago Hwy., Concord, CA

Questions?  Call (925) 676 2103 or visit www. ACSystemsInc.com
License# 632329

CASH REBATES UP TO $1,925 WHEN YOU UPGRADE TO 
AN ULTRA QUIET, HIGH EFFICIENCY HEATING & COOLING SYSTEM 

Begins March 1st, 2012 - Call for details

A+ rated

Save Energy
Save Money

SINCE 1969

*After $50 Mail-in Rebate Apr 2-May 18, '12  Call for details

FURNACE OR AC
MAINTENANCE

Open to the Public 7 Days a Week   •   www.caleyecare.com
510.642.2020   •   Free Parking with Appointments

How can we serve you? 
Let us count the ways.

At the UC Eye Center in Berkeley, how you see is what you get.  
Because we’re part of the top-rated UC School of Optometry,  
we’re here for you and your family in a whole range of ways:  

• Pediatric Vision Care • Eye Examinations 
• LASIK Surgery • Geriatric Vision Care  • Contact Lenses 

• Eyewear Center • Specialized Vision Care

Make an appointment and go Cal!

Sports 
Reporters
Needed

The Lamorinda Weekly is

looking for additional 

sports reporters.

Our immediate need is for baseball,

softball and lacrosse coverage. The pay

rate is $50 per published article .

If you are interested in covering a

variety of sports or just one or two

sports, please email

wendy@lamorindaweekly.com and

include a writing sample.
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Wednesday, April 25 
6:30 to 8 pm 
Lafayette Library and 
Learning Center 

Patients often say that one of the most 

challenging aspects of a breast cancer  

diagnosis is the lack of control over 

“what’s happening to me.” Technological 

advances at Alta Bates Summit, part of 

the Sutter Health Network of care, allow 

for more treatment choices targeted to  

a woman’s own diagnosis, her lifestyle  

and her body. Come hear Radiation  

Oncologist Valery Uhl, MD and Surgical 

Oncologist Lisa Bailey, MD, talk about  

the latest techniques in breast cancer 

treatment, including Intraoperative  

Radiation Therapy (IORT). 

Lafayette Library and Learning Center
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette 

Call 510.869.6737 to reserve your seat.

New Breast Cancer Treatments  
Targeted to Each Patient’s Needs 

`

All Raingutters Systems, Inc. 925-381-7620

Lic #793315

Let us prepare your roof
and raingutters 

for seasons to come.

Over 
20 Years

Experience

New Work and Repairs 
All Types of Roofs and Gutters

Clean/Screen, Roof Powerwashing. 
We do it all!

Ask for
Shawn!

     

Residents’ comments from

that survey are presented in the

staff report on the City’s web site.

Combined with the audio of the

March 27 meeting – also avail-

able online – one gets a picture of

divergent citizen opinions, hopes,

thoughtful analyses, heartfelt

concerns and, at times, pie-in-the-

sky dreams for a City with a

budget of less than $11 million. 

     

“Add a few more fountains

and gardens and artwork but no

four story buildings,” wrote one

survey respondent. “If you want a

town with four story buildings

and residences on top of them and

no parking and traffic jams,

please move somewhere else.”  

     

Other comments included:

     

“We moved to Orinda because

it is semi-rural, not because it has

a bustling and ‘vibrant’ down-

town,” wrote another. “If we

wanted that we would be in

Berkeley, Walnut Creek or Pleas-

ant Hill.”

     

“I would like not to have to go

to Lafayette or Walnut Creek ... to

get a little nightlife! I’d love to

feel it was a destination!” 

     

“I LOVE ORINDA. I wish

the downtown looked more like

Santa Barbara or Carmel – Span-

ish style buildings to go with its

origination...”

     

Still others suggested specific

changes:

     

“I’d really like to see safe

ways for the residents to be able

to walk and bike to downtown.” 

     

“Make it like a downtown

Aspen or even a downtown Truc-

kee.... Consider closing down the

streets to car traffic one night a

week and have an Orinda stroll.”

     

“Rather than developing new

buildings encourage existing

building owners (Phairs) to reno-

vate and re-develop space for the

new realities of live/work. Re-

move realtors from ground floor

locations and replace ... with busi-

nesses that collect sales tax for

our City.”

     

During the meeting one new

Orinda resident – a young mother

– recounted being trapped with

her small child in the elevator

near McCaulou’s. Saying she and

her family moved to the commu-

nity because her husband had an

“idyllic” upbringing in Orinda,

she now finds the city “uncared

for and crumbling.”

     

Former Orinda Books man-

ager Maria Roden, a 12-year res-

ident with a teen graduating from

Miramonte in three years, de-

scribed herself as puzzled by the

city’s empty buildings and

shocked by its lack of supermar-

kets, calling the city depressed

and shabby. “We need to plan for

the future before it’s too late.”

     

Orinda native Jeff Hawkins

observed that, while not sold on

plans proposed by the pro-devel-

opment advocacy group, Orinda

Vision (www.orindavision.org),

“Downtown Orinda will change.” 

     

Owen Murphy of Save Orinda

(saveorinda.org) asked and an-

swered why citizens should care

about downtown planning, saying

proposed changes could irrevoca-

bly alter Orinda.

     

“Downtown Orinda plays a

special role in giving Orinda its

identity,” said Bruce Burrows,

who expressed frustration with

disinterested property owners and

merchants unwilling to upgrade

facilities or operate on Sundays.

     

Herb Brown and Kent Hagan

spoke against One Bay Area

(www.onebayarea.org). “If peo-

ple want to redevelop and make

things new” that would be fine,

said Hagan; raising building

height limits would not. Vince

and Janet Maiorana pressed the

Council to learn why Corte

Madera and Palo Alto are fighting

One Bay Area.

     

Richard Colman reminded at-

tendees that the City’s recent poll

of residents showed that 98 per-

cent of residents already rate

Orinda as an excellent or good

place to live.

     

Following a discussion on

zoning and development project

status updates, the Council con-

cluded the meeting by commend-

ing participants for their

engagement and for the evening’s

civil tone.

Orindans Make Their Voices Heard Regarding Downtown Development
... continued from page A7

Share your thoughts,
insights and opinions 
with your community. 

Send a letter to the
editor: 

letters@
lamorindaweekly.com
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Blue Ridge Cabinets
Kitchens  •  Baths  •  Custom Cabinetry

Steve Gorman (925) 798-4899
cabdesign@ifn.net

www.blueridgecabinets.com Lic. 810658

Miramonte Student
Speaker Wins Again
Submitted by Fred George

Miramonte High School senior

Alexandra Glaser took first

place during the third round of the

Lions’ Student Speakers Contest

March 22 in Concord.  She will move

on to the District Level Contest

scheduled for 2 p.m. Sunday, April 22

at the Rossmoor Hillside Clubhouse,

Las Trampas Room, where she has

the potential of winning $4,500 in

scholarship money.  There are two

more levels after the District Level,

where another $16,000 will be

awarded.  The topic is "What can the

America of yesterday teach the Amer-

ica of today."  Alexandra is sponsored

by the Moraga Lions Club, and plans

to go to George Washington Univer-

sity in Washington DC upon gradua-

tion.

SMC Student-Athletes Bring Sports
Equipment, Experience to Peru
Unlike many college students

who sought sun and fun during

their spring break, 17 Saint Mary’s

College student-athletes packed do-

nations of clothing, shoes, sports

equipment, and school supplies and

set off for Lima, Peru March 31 to

work closely with local children as

part of the Here for Kids International

outreach program.

      

The program, which is headed by

SMC faculty member and president

of Here for Kids International Randy

Farris, connects at-risk children from

other countries with student-athletes

from across the United States. Ath-

letes are selected from a pool of qual-

ifying candidates recommended by

coaches from colleges and universi-

ties.

      

SMC volleyball player Lauren

Corp was joined by two fellow vol-

leyball players (Missy White and

Anna Schroeder), as well as 14 other

student-athletes from Saint Mary’s

soccer, cross country, and lacrosse

programs.

      

“This is not a class,” Corp said.

“The student-athletes received infor-

mational e-mails from Randy Farris,

the individual who orchestrates this

trip. Here For Kids International

works with another organization

called Kids Alive International.  Kids

Alive provides an education, nutri-

tious meals, and medical care to more

than 165 children in Peru.” 

      

Student-athletes helped run after-

school activities (like sports) with kids

ages 12-18 and worked on service

projects within the community. This

is the second year a group of student-

athletes from Saint Mary's traveled to

Peru to work with this organization. 

      

It was Corp’s first time in Peru (or

in South America for that matter).

She travelled last January to the King-

dom of Tonga in the South Pacific for

a class to teach some of the local vil-

lagers about sustainability, but also

helped provide aid to villages that had

been hit by tsunamis.  

      

“I was excited to play with the

kids and try to use the gifts that God

has given me in order to help these

children,” Corp said.  “I know that we

were all looking to gain a little bit of

perspective on this trip as well.”  

      

For information about Here for

Kids, visit

http://hereforkids.bbnow.org.

-J. Wake

Community Service We are pleased to make space available whenever possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated
community service organizations to submit news and information about their activities.   Submissions

can be sent to  storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com with the subject header In Service to the Community.

Individual coaching & group classes with TV & Radio
Veteran Host/Producer, Cynthia Brian. 

From concept to on-air for ages 13 and up.

925-377-STAR or email 
Cynthia@StarStyleRadio.com
www.StarStyleRadio.com (click on Coaching/Classes)

Be the STAR of your industry!

Want to Host your own
Radio Program? 

Girl Scout Troop #30794
Gold Award Winners 
Submitted by Irene Gessling

Four Campolindo High School

seniors (Tatiana Gessling, Mad-

die Larson, Alanna McCauley and

Megan DeTrane) recently earned Girl

Scout's highest honor, the Gold

Award. All four girls have been scouts

since kindergarten in Moraga's Troop

#30794, under the guidance of Troop

Leader Laura McCauley, and com-

pleted requirements that developed

leadership and culminated in an ex-

tensive service project that made a

difference in their community. 

      

Tatiana Gessling painted, organ-

ized, and created a check-out system

at a library for Harbor House in Oak-

land, which provides opportunities to

those with limited resources to be-

come self-sufficient so they can reach

their full potential.  Alanna Mc-

Cauley focused on the relationship

between pollinators and our own

human food supply. She grew 400-

plus self-sowing native plant

seedlings in biodegradable newspaper

pots and distributed them to family

gardens throughout the Bay Area, and

created and distributed an informative

flyer that provided easy-to-complete

steps to support pollinators. Megan

DeTrane installed three raised garden

beds, installed a garden pathway, and

instructed a class of schoolchildren on

gardening techniques at Harbor

House Ministries in Oakland. The

raised beds are to be used by both im-

migrant families who receive their

services and schoolchildren who at-

tend after-school programs there.

Maddie Larson spent months of ad-

ministrative and logistical work col-

lecting new and gently used clothing,

shoes and accessories for a Back to

School Shop for disadvantaged youth

in San Pablo.  She was recognized by

the Mayor and the Council for her ef-

forts on behalf of the community’s

youth. 

      

Girl Scouts of Northern Califor-

nia bestowed this rare, prestigious

Gold Award to less than 180 young

women last year.

Madline Larson Photos provided Alanna McCauley 

Megan DeTrane  Tatiana Gessling

2012 Eagle Scouts of  Troop 204 Help Many
Submitted by Charlotte Holden

Lafayette Boy Scout Troop 204

will honor nine young men who

achieved the Eagle Scout Award – the

highest rank in the Boy Scouts of

America – April 28 at the Lafayette

Orinda Presbyterian Church. The

Eagle Scout Class of 2012 completed

a variety of projects that benefited un-

derprivileged children and disabled

adults, beautifying parks, reaching out

to our soldiers overseas and helping

children in Africa.  

      

Acalanes High School juniors

Gregory Bontemps, Nathaniel

Evaristo, Evan Groover, and Justin

Stueber each completed a variety of

projects that benefited the commu-

nity: Bontemps planned and executed

a week long summer day camp for the

children of Garden Park Apartments

in Pleasant Hill; Evaristo collected

thousands of individual sized items

such as toiletries, food, personal

items, books, and comfort items that

were then packaged and sent to our

troops overseas through the Blue Star

Moms organization;  Groover coordi-

nated a drive to collect used musical

instruments which were donated to

benefit the underfunded music pro-

gram at Westlake Middle School in

Oakland;  And Steuber collected un-

wanted bicycles, repaired them, and

delivered 31 bikes to Trips for Kids,

a Marin organization that takes inner

city kids on bike exursions.

      

Campolindo High School jun-

iors David Furtado, Joseph

MacLeod Holden, and Harrison

Naton worked diligently on projects

as well: Furtado collected over 500

pairs of shoes and delivered them to

Mother of Peace Orphanage in Zim-

babwe as part of the high school

mission trip sponsored by Lafayette

Orinda Presbyterian Church.

MacLeod Holden coordinated a six-

month-long collection campaign of

used Lamorinda Soccer uniforms to

donate to Fund-a-Field, a Bay Area

organization run by high school stu-

dents who yearly visit Africa, and

provide impoverished kids with uni-

forms. And Naton built a fence at

Diablo Foothills Regional Park in

Walnut Creek to help to keep cars

off of hiking and equestrians trails.

This helps the rangers, who are con-

stantly repairing the trails due to il-

legal off-road joy riders for their

respective projects. 

      

The nine scouts being honored

(including San Ramon Valley High

School junior Connor Tetzloff –

who collected donated supplies to

establish the production of organic

dog treats for distribution and cre-

ated a 26-page dog recipe book for

George Miller Adult Services of

Contra Costa ARC – and Monte

Vista High School junior Kody

Kiefer Wedell – who transformed a

vacant hillside into a park-like set-

ting at Alamo Elementary School in

Alamo) have all been active in

Troop 204 for at least five years. As

part of becoming an Eagle Scout and

particularly with their projects, each

scout has had to clearly demonstrate

leadership qualities and abilities.

      

Troop 204 has awarded this spe-

cial honor to only 330 scouts since

1935.

From left, back row: Joe Holden, Evan Groover, Justin Steuber; middle row:
Gregory Bontemps, David Furtado, Harrison Naton, Kody Kiefer Wedell,
Nathaniel Evaristo; front: Connor Tetzloff                   Photo provided

MORAGA VALLEY POOL

EST. 1958

• 25 yd long, six lane swimming pool with diving 

board and shallow play  area

• Baby pool with seating and umbrellas

• Summer rec swim team, the “Marlins”

• Year-round tennis program, led by pro Scott 

Borowiak, on four courts (two lighted)

Email membership@moragavalleypool.org for more info.

MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE AT MVP

SHORT SALE MADE EASY FOR HOME OWNERS

There is Better Solution 

to Just Walking Away

Rodney Lal
DRE Lic# 01038287

Broker/Realtor 
Residing in Orinda

• Are you Having Financial Hardship
in Making your House Payments? *

• Would you Like to Sell Your Home
and Not go through Foreclosure? *

For All your Real Estate Needs & Short Sale Information 
Call 925-366-8077 or email me at RodneyLal@Yahoo.com

*If Answer to both is YES, then We can HELP you Package your Short Sale

and Negotiate with your Lender and get your Home Sold in a Short Time.

Short Sale ¢A home that is listed for sale at a price lower than 
the amount owed on the mortgage

*Sellers are advised to first consult with legal and tax counsel regarding the decisions to seek a Short sale.
An independently owned and operated member of BRER Affiliates, Inc. Not affiliated with Prudential. Prudential marks used under license.



There is a lot of debate about

how many marriages end in

divorce and at what ages we are par-

ticularly vulnerable.   I think all of

us either know someone who has di-

vorced or have experienced it our-

selves.  As you might guess,

financial advisors typically find

themselves intimately involved in

the planning process of support and

asset division as part of the crafting

of the settlement agreement or at the

conclusion when it’s time to pick up

the pieces and move on.  

      Here are a few things that I’ve

learned over the years in my prac-

tice that might help those of you ex-

periencing this journey yourselves

or nurturing others who are.  Even

better, maybe these ideas will be

helpful to you in strengthening your

own marriage by staying in touch

on important financial topics before

things become too contentious to

fix.

   1) Understand what you

have to work with. In most mar-

riages we divvy up the tasks.  Often

the wife is in charge of all matters

pertaining to raising the children,

and the husband takes care of the fi-

nances.  But what results from this

clean cut division is a lack of knowl-

edge on the part of one spouse or the

other about key and important fi-

nancial matters.  Spouses who are

“out of the loop” are especially vul-

nerable in a divorce because not

only are they grieving the loss of

their marriage, they quickly must

get up to speed on a lot of complex

financial matters and make often ir-

revocable decisions under great

pressure and stress.  

   2) Know what you need,

try to stay true to your core val-

ues, but be prepared to be flexible

in your thinking. Most spouses

cannot afford to continue the

lifestyle enjoyed jointly as a couple

as they move on to their new single

status.  In our community a core

value is often the preservation of a

Lamorinda education and lifestyle,

but at what cost?  Be prepared to

face what is affordable and make

choices that might involve, for ex-

ample, renting in Lamorinda rather

than owning, or moving to a less ex-

pensive home while the children

finish school.  

   3) Anticipate shortfalls.

Be brave and work on your own or

with an advisor to craft a financially

viable future for yourself and when

involved, children.  Pretending that

everything is fine when financially

things are not sustainable will only

result in disaster later on.  And when

children are involved, as tough as it

is to skinny things down now, it

only gets worse if everyone is pen-

niless later on.   If you need to revi-

talize a career path or pare down the

living situation, tackling that head

on and not ignoring it sends a strong

and important life lesson and mes-

sage to your children that solutions

can be found and that ignoring prob-

lems does not solve them.

   4) Determine where you

are willing and able to negotiate

and where you feel you cannot.

Perhaps your prior life included ex-

otic vacations, frequent new cars

and expensive colleges for the chil-

dren.  You probably can live without

much of this, but want to draw the

line at giving up on college funding.

So, this is where you might have to

negotiate.  Perhaps you take a four

year private college off the table and

instead figure out how to ensure a

four year public college education

that might include two years of

community college.  Not easy

choices, but better to plan ahead

than be blindsided later on.  Again

better for you and better for your

children to know ahead of time than

to be promised something unrealis-

tic and be shocked later. 

   5) Be prepared to have

your insurances, estate plan, tax

advisor, financial advisor in place

and ready to go once the divorce

is final. A few things to do in ad-

vance:  Do you need a life insurance

policy to be in place to ensure that

any support will continue to be paid

if your former spouse dies?  What

happens to your health insurance?

Should you go on COBRA or obtain

your own policy now?  Once assets

are transferred to you do you have

your own estate plan set up to en-

sure that your choices and plans will

be met?  Are you receiving taxable

or paying deductible spousal sup-

port?  Will you need to pay esti-

mated taxes?  Get answers to these

issues before your divorce is final

and have your team lined up and

ready to go!
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AT HOME

Our mission is to provide personalized care,
help maintain independence and

enhance our client’s quality of life
on a daily basis.

• Fully bonded and insured
• Geriatric care management
• Hourly care     
• Live-in care
• Transportation to and from

medical appointments
• Medication reminders 

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite D Lafayette
(beside Trader Joe’s)

www.excellentcareathome.com
Call to schedule a free assessment and plan care review.    925-284-1213

Lynn’s Top Five
The Good Divorce Means Financial
Preparedness
By Lynn Ballou, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™

Lynn Ballou is a CERTIFIED FINANCIAL
PLANNER™ professional and co-owner of
Ballou Plum Wealth Advisors, LLC, a
Registered Investment Advisory (RIA) firm
in Lafayette.  Lynn is also a Registered
Principal and Branch Manager with LPL
Financial (LPL).  The opinions voiced in this
material are for general information only
and not intended to provide specific advice
or recommendation for any individual.
Financial Planning offered through Ballou
Plum Wealth Advisors, A Registered
Investment Advisor.  Securities offered
through LPL Financial, member
FINRA/SIPC.

Allison McCrady
Fine Arts

On Thursday, April 12th
"City Life comes to Orinda" an

exhibit of Urban Scapes by award

winning artists Erica Pollock and

Barbara Fracchia Artists Reception

at Shelby's Restaurant Orinda

Theatre Square from 5-7 pm

On Saturday,

April 14th
"Parallel Affinity"

a Modernist

exhibit; Artist's

Reception from 

4-7pm aMFa

Orinda

Theater Square

" Earth Day; Art

Day":  Northern

California Landscapes

1-5pm Opening

aMFa Berkeley

1318 10th Street

Berkeley, CA

94710 
Landscape

On Saturday, April 22nd

Please vist wwww.amfagallery.com or call 925 788 5866

Upcoming 
Art Exhibits:

Plan, Prepare - Ready!
Submitted by Grace Santos 

Does your family have a disaster

plan? Would you know what

to do in a wildfire, an earthquake or

some other major disaster?  Does

your family have a communications

plan if you are separated from each

other? 

      

Join us at the Moraga-Orinda Fire

District’s (MOFD) Spring Open

House and Hot Dog Lunch from 10

a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, April 14 at

Station 45 (33 Orinda Way, Orinda)

to learn how easy it is to put together

your own family disaster plan and

how you can make your home less

vulnerable to wildfires.  We will help

you design your family disaster plan,

and answer your questions about how

you can “harden” your home to re-

duce the risk of fire, especially for

homes in the Wildland Urban Inter-

face or WUI.  

      

Get information from fire offi-

cials, police, emergency managers

and other experts on how you can pre-

pare your home and your family. Kids

and adults can meet their local fire-

fighters, tour the fire trucks, and

gather important fire safety and disas-

ter preparedness information from

MOFD and other local agencies.

Smokey the Bear and Sparky the Fire

Dog will make special guest appear-

ances throughout the day. The hot dog

lunch is sponsored by firefighters at

Local 1230.  All proceeds will be do-

nated to the Muscular Dystrophy As-

sociation.

      

It has been said that during a dis-

aster “no plan will become your

plan.”  Don’t get caught without one!

For more information, please contact

the Moraga-Orinda Fire District at

(925) 258-4525 or visit our website at

www.mofd.org. 
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UPHOLSTERY SPECIALIST
REFINISHING AND RESTORATION

Family Owned And Operated For Over 55 yrs.

• Slipcovers • Pillows • Window Cushions 
• Custom Upholstery • Design Consulting

Marine - Commercial - Residential
Pickup & Delivery Available • Free Estimates By Phone

Mon.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-2

3418 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette (925) 962-0579

 C abinet  M odifications
With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify
most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:
       • Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances
       • Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts
       • Cabinet alterations/repairs 
Thinking about home, office, entertainment, custom cabinetry, shelving,

crown mouldings, baseboards, new doors or mantels? We can help there, too!

925.827.1093 Paul Kephart Master Craftsman
www.TheCabinetMd.com

Licensed Cabinet & 
Millwork Contractor

#598395

“Let Us Light Up Your Life”  
Residential � Commercial � Industrial

Serving Contra Costa since 1991
More than 35 years experience

All Work Done by Owner

Professional Installation of:

www.BurkinElectr ic .net

Bonded & Insured
Lic.#C10-631523

James Burkin

Sole Proprietor

� Ceiling Fans, Recessed & Track Lighting  � Kitchen or Bath Remodel 
� Exterior/Security/Landscape Lighting � Electrical Service Upgrade   
� Complete Home Wiring - Old & New � Spa Installation

CABINETMAKER
We custom build to your design                     

Built-in storage and furniture

Any material you choose!
510.535.1222
Charles Ferguson

Lic. 446488 C-6 www.everwoodcabinets.com

Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair. 

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References

Full design team resources available 

Lic
# 6

81
59

3

General Contractor

925.631.1055 www.MVCRemodeling.com

“A little bit of myself 
goes into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge, 
Owner, 

Moraga Resident

 BAD
 INC.

 Bay Area 
 Drainage, Inc.

 Have You Checked Your
 Crawlspace Lately?

 • French Drains

 • Underfloor Drains

 • Downspout Systems

 • Subdrain Systems

 • Sump Pumps

 •  R etaining Walls

 •  Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

 A General Engineering Contractor

 Locally owned and Operated 

 Contractor LIC # 762208

 925•377•9209

 A General Engineering Contractor

 Locally owned and Operated 

 Contractor LIC # 762208

 925•377•9209
 visit our website

 www.bayareadrainage.com

 • French Drains

 • Underfloor Drains

 • Downspout Systems

 • Subdrain Systems

 • Sump Pumps

 •  R etaining Walls

 •  Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

     

The project entered the review process at a pub-

lic hearing on April 9 with the Design Review Com-

mission.  According to Senior Planner Christine

Sinnette, it will also be reviewed by the Planning

Commission and City Council.  Complete back-

ground information with maps, site plan and build-

ing elevations on the 81 condominium unit, five-

story building with extensive underground parking

is available via the city website at www.love-

lafayette.org.  

Cherry Picker Party in Lafayette
Parking Lot
... continued from page A1

View from second floor of the Mercantile  building on Mt. Diablo Blvd.

93 Moraga Way, Orinda

ASSOCIATES

R E A L   E S T A T E

LAFAYETTE | (925)962-7001 | www.GoldFellow.com
3685 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Ste 250

Licensed Secondhand Dealers. License Numbers: 56081050, 56071010, 19424550, 19424549, 30151294, 19424649

Find out what YOUR Gold is worth!  CALL US FOR AN APPOINTMENT.

platinum

diamondssilver
goldp

di ddi

...where people like YOU

Sell GOLD

We Buy Your Gold, Silver, 
Platinum & Diamonds

BRING IN THIS COUPON FOR

*Promotional offer expires 5/31/2012. Gold coins and bars are excluded from this 
promotion. Offer cannot be used in combination with any other offers. LM

$50 EXTRA
CASH

*Paid on 3/29/12

“GoldFellow® paid me $344.98 
for this old class ring!”

FEATURED ON

AMERICA’S MONEY CLASS 

with SUZE ORMAN

O P R A H  W I N F R E Y  N E T W O R K

      

“Our second duty is to select the best people to man-

age the Town, and I think that our Town Manager, Jill

Keimach, is head and shoulders above any previous man-

ager we’ve had,” he says.  

      

The third duty is to foster an ethos for the town.  “My

vision for Moraga is one of a college town,” he says. “Lei-

den (in the Netherlands, half way between Amsterdam

and The Hague) is the model I have in mind—with cafes

where professors, students and residents hang out, where

campus buildings are intertwined with the non-university

homes.  We would need a shuttle between Saint Mary’s

and the town, and we would need new schools in the Col-

lege, such as a Nursing School, to be integrated with the

town.”

      

Harpham has started to invite college professors to

speak at Kiwanis meetings, noting that, “If there were

more such events right here in town, it would make Mor-

aga much more fun!” 

Moraga’s Swing Vote, Vice Mayor
Howard Harpham
... continued from page A5
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BIG BAND
BALL ROOM DANCE/SHOW

y
Call 284-7404 for reservations

Come swing with your friends and neighbors
or just watch the show!

Friday, April 20th

Tickets $10 at the door 
or at the Lafayette Chamber of Commerce

Veterans Memorial Building
3780 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette

The dance will start at 8:00 PM 
Cocktail bar opens at 7:30 PM

Please join our 31 member band ages 14 to 92 
and enjoy the show.

“Futures” Has Moraga
Commons Looking Bright
By Cathy Dausman

While adults and children

played on a recent sunny

morning at Moraga Commons, two

men and two women swept the park-

ing lot of leaves, moss, and litter.

Chad Cordon, Bill Davenport, Pam

Rohrer, Jennifer Campbell and Eliot

Quintana are part of Futures Ex-

plored, Inc. – a private tax exempt

non-profit serving individuals with

developmental disabilities and their

families.   

      

Futures Explored began work in

Moraga parks in 1996 with a crew of

seven and a job coach.  The current

crew works weekdays at Moraga

Commons and Rancho Laguna Park.  

      

Moraga Public Works and Parks

Superintendent Dan Bernie certainly

doesn’t take them for granted. Bernie

admits he didn’t initially know how

the Futures crew would work out

when he assigned the group a small

section of the Commons to clean on

a trial basis, but said in two weeks “it

was spotless.”  

      

“I can’t say enough good things

about the group,” he said.

      

With three Moraga parks and

over 360 acres to maintain on a two-

man town crew, Bernie is grateful for

the extra help. Their attention to de-

tail has even diminished the need for

pesticides, he noted.  

      

Budget cuts prevented the group

from working for a time in 2010, but

they’re back, making Moraga Com-

mons what Bernie calls “one of the

nicest parks in the county.” 

      

Each worker is responsible for

transporting him or herself to the Fu-

tures site in Lafayette before they’re

driven to the park by job coach

Daniel Rednic.  Rednic and program

coordinator Barbara Townsend offer

support only as needed, noting their

job is “to be invisible.”  Workers are

simply people who happen to have

developmental disabilities, she said. 

      

The crew is proud of the work

they do and the paycheck that comes

with it. They work from 9:30 a.m. to

2:30 p.m. with an hour off for lunch,

pulling weeds, raking and sweeping.  

      

“In the warm weather we clean

tables,” said Campbell, “but not in

cold weather because the water gets

our hands too cold.” 

      

Davenport swept steadily, and

spoke enthusiastically about “finding

money”—nickels, dimes, quarters –

while doing his job.  He proudly

showed off his recent purchase of

camouflage gloves.  

      

Rohrer loves to work outside be-

cause it’s so beautiful, and she loves

to play ‘peek-a-boo’ with children

who wander by.  And while Cordon

stopped work to politely answer

questions (cleaning tables and

sweeping are his favorite jobs), it was

clear he was eager to return to push-

ing his broom.

      

Local resident Pete Williams has

long admired the group’s work.

“They are out there week after week

helping us all out.  They deserve

some recognition,” he said.  “I al-

ways say hello to them and thank

them for the good job they are doing

but I suspect many just pass them by

and take them for granted.” 

      

For more information about Fu-

tures Explored, visit www.futures-

explored.org  or call Barbara

Townsend at (925) 284-3240, ext.

223. Futures Explored, Inc. also

staffs a Lafayette’s Round Table

Pizza crew and a Lafayette street

cleaning crew. 

Moraga Commons stays neat and clean, thanks to Futures Explored, Inc. grounds crew from left, Bill Davenport, 
Chad Cordon, job coach Daniel Rednic, Pam Rohrer and Jennifer Campbell. Photo Cathy Dausman

Lic #624045

Peralta Construction
CUSTOM HOMES  |  ADDITIONS  |  REMODELING

owned and operated by Moraga resident
Pat Geoghegan

BUILDING THE BAY AREA FOR MORE THAN 20 YEARS

925.273.7692
www.peraltaconstruction.com
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453350 
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All treatments done 
personally by
DR. BEATRICE 
SCHMUGLER, DPM
Board Certified Podiatrist.
She provides gentle, patient
focused care, specializing in
Laser Nail Treatment and
Fungal Nail Management.
In Practice in the Bay Area since 1992

New office location
1874 Tice Valley Blvd., 
Walnut Creek
www.footworkspodiatry.com

$75 OFF LASER TREATMENT

Have Better Looking Nails! 
• Pain Free! No Medication Risks!
• FDA approved for treatment of fungal nails.
• Can be applied to your Flex Spending Plan

CALL TODAY (925) 954-8270

Are Your Toe Nails 
Thickened, Yellow, 
Painful Or Ugly?
TIME TO GET LASER TREATMENT!!

good thru April 15th
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Performers for Progress a Generous Act 
By Lou Fancher

How often do high school stu-

dents perform miraculous

acts of generosity for complete

strangers? At Miramonte High

School in Orinda, the answer is

twice a year.

      

Performers for Progress pres-

ents student-run-performed-pro-

duced cabaret-style shows each fall

and spring. Different charities are

chosen, with a special effort made

to select underfunded, under-the-

radar non-profits.

      

Cecily Schmidt and Sarah

Brovelli are co-producers of the 19-

act show that will run April 12 and

13 at 7:30 p.m. in the Miramonte

High School Theater.

      

“The show is a full scale pro-

duction,” Schmidt wrote, sending

her replies via e-mail while travel-

ing during the school’s spring break.

      

An impressive list, including

poetry readings, Chopin Etudes,

comedy sketches, jazz bands and

choral ensembles demonstrates the

range of talent and the overwhelm-

ing commitment of teens helping

teens.

      

The Sophia Project, an Oak-

land-based family support opera-

tion that assists children and

families at risk of recurring home-

lessness through a variety of serv-

ices, was chosen by this year’s

co-producers.

      

“[We looked] for a cause we are

passionate about,” Schmidt said.

“Producers in the past have focused

on health and education, but we fo-

cused on helping children and

teenagers. In the fall, we donated to

Operation Footprint, an organiza-

tion that performs surgery on chil-

dren in Honduras suffering from

club foot. For the spring, we wanted

to choose a local charity to help

those in our community.”

      

Sophia Project Executive Di-

rector Carol Cole was thrilled by

their approach. “Performers for

Progress sought us out on their

own,” she said. “I am very im-

pressed with their intention to help

without asking anything for them-

selves; it is rare and so needed.”

      

One hundred percent of the

funds raised will go to respite care

and a new program in which teen

clients of the non-profit—many of

whom did not receive appropriate

modeling of child interactions them-

selves—are trained to care for young

children enrolled in the program.

      

“Our teenagers have the possi-

bility of giving back in a way in

which they are uniquely qualified,

i.e., in the setting in which they re-

ceived healing: working with young

children who are now suffering in

the same way they once were,”

Cole explained.

      

Although Schmidt and her fel-

low performers never meet the peo-

ple living at the other end of the

group’s generosity, they keep close

tabs on how the $4,000 they raise

bi-annually will be spent.

      

“Our donation will be used for

transportation for the teens, food,

materials for the training and a

small stipend of $25 for each teen,”

Schmidt reported.

      

Cole said her organization is

using the next few years to focus in-

tensively on family support serv-

ices. A property in San Leandro

provides housing and daily pro-

grams; trained staff members make

home visits in the West Oakland

communities that constitute their

primary area of service. Ninety

children and 32 families currently

receive weekly to monthly assis-

tance.

      

Based on principles introduced

by Rudolf Steiner, founder of the

Waldorf School, Cole’s decades-

long work with families emphasizes

individuality, self-expression and

the humanity often discovered

through artistic reflection.

      

“Participating in artistic work in

a trusted environment is freeing and

gives them joy as well as a starting

point for conversation regarding the

big questions and issues in their

lives,” Cole said.

      

Although speaking of teens in

The Sophia Project, she could as

likely have been referring to the stu-

dents at MHS.

      

“I'm always blown away by the

commitment, talent, and passion of

all the students involved,” Schmidt

said. “I love Performers for Progress

because it allows me to help others

and raise money through something

I love: performing.”

      

Performers for Progress hopes

to expand by traveling to local

schools and eventually, obtaining

501C3 status of their own. Tickets

will be available at the Miramonte

Theater door: $6 Student, $12

Adult. For more information, you

can email perforpro@gmail.com.

From left: Miramonte sophomores and Performers for Progress performers
Emma Patton, Amrita Newton, and Paige Powell.                          Photo provided

Rube Goldberg at Stanley:
Some Assembly Required
By Cathy Dausman

Two balloons.  Three judges.

Ten steps.  Ten contestants.  

      

Add cardboard tubes, plastic,

string, needles and pins, assorted toy

cars, mousetraps and dominoes, con-

fetti, and two dozen Stanley Middle

School students, stir, and you’ve got

the 2012 Rube Goldberg contest.  

     

Rube who?  

      

Reuben L. Goldberg, a San Fran-

cisco native, U.C. Berkeley engineer

and Pulitzer Prize winning cartoonist

who loved to complicate the simplest

of tasks.  Remember the 1960’s vin-

tage Mousetrap game?  That’s Rube

Goldberg at his finest.  

     

Science teacher Mike

Meneghetti developed the contest

12 years ago at a parent’s request.

It became a scaled down version of

a similar contest held at Purdue

University.  The Stanley contest

runs every other year.  “Students

are given a set of rules about what

the machine [they build] must do,”

he said.  “The theme this year is

‘Party Time.’  The goal is to pop

two balloons.”  

      

To honor Goldberg, every mo-

mentum-fueled move is designed to

be complex.  Students paired their “I

don’t do Simple” Goldberg t-shirts

with colorful wigs, glasses, noses or

hats, and the games began. Each

group explained, step by step, what

they hoped their homemade contrap-

tion would do. Then marbles rolled

down inclines, knocked over domi-

noes, spun into bowls and pushed toy

cars with lethal pitchforks toward

unsuspecting balloons.  

      

And yes, plenty of mousetraps

were used.  

      

Ideally, the machines worked

with little human intervention.  Real-

istically, some “nudges” were in-

evitable, but the audience of parents

and siblings loved every moment

leading up to resounding balloon

pops.  Eighth-graders Morgan Shep-

herd, Olivia Carver and Reilly Web-

ster originally formed a team as a

joke, but soon got into the spirit of the

competition.  

     They estimate they spent 24

hours “tinkering with friends” after

school.  Their efforts earned them a

second-place finish.  First place

was awarded to the sixth-grade

team of Ryan Nall, Tyler Schenone,

Max Franz and Aidan McNamara

and their sturdy lime green contrap-

tion.  Fiona Burrows, Stella

Sowarby and Clare Fonstein took

third place; Ivan Dikov and Isaac

Douglas earned honorable mention. 

You can view other Rube Goldberg

contraptions in action online at:

http://mousetrapcontraptions.com/

http://www.youtube.com/user/Rube-

GoldbergTV

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q

ybUFnY7Y8w

http://tinyurl.com/6o5bejr

From left: First place winners Max Franz, Aidan McNamara, Tyler Shenone,
Ryan Nall Photos Cathy Dausman

From left: Second place team Morgan Shepherd, Olivia Carver, Reilly Webster

The winners of third place



The soft sheen of sweat, the

tense muscles and popping

veins of the horse in Richard

McLean’s 44 x 54 inch oil painting

Kahlua Lark (1979) evokes a sense of

wonder.  You can almost smell the

strands of hay intermingled in the soft

packed dirt, feel the heat of the mid-

day sun as it beats against the red barn

wall.  True to the roots of photoreal-

ism, the composition is so exact many

people might wonder if it’s a painting

at all.

      

McLean, renowned photorealist

painter of large format equine images,

will be honored as the ninth Master

Artist by the Saint Mary’s College

Museum of Art as part of the Mu-

seum’s Master Artist Tribute series

beginning April 22. The exhibition

will be McLean’s first retrospective,

featuring his incredibly detailed oil

paintings, watercolors, landscapes,

and portraits from throughout his 40-

plus-year career.

      

As a young painter in the late

1950s, McLean cut his teeth on ab-

stract expressionism, but says the

switch to realism was more subtle

than he thought it would be. “It was

about getting back in touch with

painting using strong guideposts and

the demands it made on you,”

McLean said.  “I was reconnecting

with the early roots of painting in its

simplest form.” 

      

Saint Mary’s Art Museum curator

Jim Whiteaker pointed to a small

fence post in the background of

McLean’s painting, Incident in Galt
(1999-2000), and said, “Look closely,

and you can see elements of Vermeer.”

      

McLean says he began to look

out the studio window, rather than in-

side the studio wall.  “I found things

that were terribly complex and inter-

esting.  I had a desire for exactitude:

very tight and detailed painting com-

mitted to a very exacting rendition of

the physical world.” 

      

While he paints from photo-

graphs he takes during his travels,

McLean notes that he is still dealing

with the fundamentals of a composi-

tion: line, color, light.  “While you see

the realistic elements of the painting,

other more abstract elements are there

as well,” he said.  “You see wheels,

yet they are one of many things: they

are a circular element that plays off of

other kinds of shapes.”

      

So why horses?  A simple matter

of interest meeting opportunity. “I

saw few if any animals in contempo-

rary art and thought it was an area that

could be explored,” he said. 

      

As with most budding artists in

the late-1950s, teaching was

McLean’s bread and butter.  “Teach-

ing gave me an intellectual home

ground to meet other artist-teachers,”

he said.  “It also helped my ego to be

with young people who thought I

knew more than they did.”  

       

For more than three decades,

McLean taught drawing and painting,

beginning at the California College of

the Arts in Oakland before accepting a

full-time position at San Francisco State

University.  His favorite class to teach

was beginning drawing because “that’s

where the language of art begins.”

      

McLean “officially” retired from

teaching in 1989, but continued to

teach occasionally for six more years.

He says teaching allowed him to be

the person he was a long time ago as

a young child.  

      

“One tends to move towards

something you’re praised for early in

life,” he said.  “Your presence counts.

You get approval from peers.”  Even

as a young man, McLean felt most

alive and most himself when making

images of some kind.

      

“My foster father always told me

if it wasn’t for drawing pictures, I’d

starve,” McLean said.  “I’ve never re-

gretted choosing what I do.  I never

wanted to do anything else.”
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Recognized,
Respected,

Recommended

Alex Gailas, 
Orinda resident since 1984
Experience and Knowledge

call Alex Gailas
Broker, Owner, CRS, GRI, CFS
925-254-7600

43 Moraga Way Ste 203, Orinda
Across from Orinda Theater

Search MLS Instantly
Like I Do at

www.AlexGailas.com

TOTAL BODY WORKOUT

Conquer Your Goal!!
1460 Moraga Road Suite F, Moraga, 

Moraga Shopping Center, behind McCaulous

www.starpilates.com 925-376-7500

try a free private session

Jenn Forney

Submit stories and story ideas to 
storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com

Richard McLean: Painting to
Exactitude
By Jennifer Wake

In Conversation: Richard McLean
and Paul Karlstrom
Richard McLean will be in conversation
with Paul Karlstrom at 2 p.m. Sunday,
April 22 in the Soda Activity Center,
Moraga Room, at Saint Mary’s College.
A public reception will follow in the
Museum Patio.  Art historian and catalog
essayist Karlstrom is the former Regional
Director of the Smithsonian’s Archives of
American Art based at the de Young
Museum and the Huntington Library.
The Master Artist Tribute IX exhibition,
which will feature works from all nine
Master Artists, runs through June 17. For
information, visit stmarys-
ca.edu/museum.

Incident in Galt, 1999-2000, Oil on canvas, 42 x 72 inches, Private Collection

Kahlua Lark, 1979, Oil on canvas, 44 x 54 inches, Collection of Marco DeAndrea, Liv DeAndrea, and Ariel DeAndrea
Photos courtesy of SMC Museum of Art

Self Portrait, 1982, Watercolor
and gouache, 30 x 22 inches,
Collection of the Artist

The Haddon Family, Orinda Residents, Owners/Operators

Your comfort is our #1 priority

925-521-1380
www.haddonheatingcooling.com

Lic #855456

Do business 

with a neighbor.

Manufacturer’s Rebate - 
up to $1200 Off *

* Offer exp. October 31



The US Air Force Band of the

Golden West shared musical

tips and encouraged Stanley music

students to “blare their hearts out”

March 28 at Stanley Middle School.

      

“Their showmanship and funk

spoke volumes to the students and

adults who were able to attend,” said

Tina Tankka, Stanley Music Room

parent volunteer. More importantly,

this very elite group of music masters

(MSgt James Butler, NCOIC/Lead

Alto Saxophone, MSgt Jonathan

Ruff, Trumpet, TSgt Micheal Horn-

buckle, Bass Trombone, TSgt Mar-

shall Gentry, Drums, SSgt Alex

Nikiforrof, Guitar, SrA Joseph Whitt,

Operations/Double Bass) shared a

message of connecting with people,

making friends, and building global

relationships, she said. 

      

Audience members of students,

teachers and parents were joined by

Lafayette Mayor Carol Federighi and

City Manager Steve Falk.

     

“The US Air Force band mem-

bers were a poignant reminder that

our military is integral in delivering

our country's goodwill,” Tankka

said. “They gave us the luxury of

forgetting the day's agenda and of

remembering to be human. We

hope to host this fantastically exu-

berant ensemble again in the near

future.” – J. Wake
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Mirror Mirror
By Derek Zemrak

Mirror Mirror on the wall, what's the worst movie

of the year thus far? How does Hollywood take a

beloved classic story and proceed to destroy it? It breaks

the one rule of filmmaking: shooting a bad script.  There

were a few clever twists to the magic mirror, the poison

apple, and the kiss, but that did not help.  The film could

not decide if it was a slapstick comedy or a straight com-

edy.  The acting was all over the place.  Julia Roberts, the

Evil Queen, who has not had a good performance since

Erin Brockovich, which was not Oscar-worthy in my

opinion, has hit rock bottom.  Snow White, Lily Collins

(Abduction) and daughter of Phil Collins, was neither be-

lievable nor likeable. The prince, Armie Hammer (J.
Edgar), was the bouncing ball on the acting spectrum.  Is

there a director? Trarsem Singh (The Immortals) has the

directing credit. 

      

Nathan Lane (The Birdcage) and the seven dwarfs are

the best part of the film. The opening scene was effective

with good use of animation but then it all slides down the

snow bank.  The cinematography had beautiful shots but

bad acting eventually obscured the scenery.  I particularly

liked the costume design in the film, especially the dwarfs

and the Queen, from Oscar recipient Eiko Ishioka (Drac-
ula), who passed away on Jan. 12.  Hollywood has lost a

true talent and we will miss Eiko’s inspiration and creativ-

ity in the movies.

      

The beast in the movie, yes a beast, is too scary for

the little ones.  Youngsters will laugh at parts of the movie

but it will be a long 106 minutes for anyone over 11.  Also,

the end credit Bollywood dance sequence made absolutely

no sense.  

      

The Evil Queen says: "Snow White must fall."  Boy

does she!

(Derek Zemrak is a filmmaker and the president of the 
California Independent Film Festival Association )

Funk and Exuberance Shared at Stanley 

Stanley Middle School music students are joined by members of the US Air
Force Band of the Golden West for a special March 28 performance. Back
row, from left: Jonah Kallen, Zoe Portnoff, MSgt John Ruff, Ryan Kapoor,
Arden Childers; front: Adrian Guzman, TSgt Michael Hornbuckle, 
Sophie McGlothlen. Photo Provided

As Seen in Lamorinda

Fifteen Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School students were
having a blast after school at the Moraga Center on March 30
encouraging drivers to "Honk, it's Cassie's birthday." 

Photo Cathy Dausman

$8 per 1/2” 
classified ad height

Email to: 
classified@lamorinda

weekly.com

Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified

Music lessons

Piano/guitar 
w/Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!

I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition

925-323-9706
robbiednbr@gmail.com

%

<>

Piano Tuning

Experienced Piano Tuning
By local music teacher
925-323-9706

Insurance

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.  
My independent insurance 
brokerage is here to serve you. 
Over 100 top carriers = great 
pricing and coverage for Biz 
Gen Liab, W Comp, Homes, Auto, 
Life.  (925) 247-4356  0E90108 

House cleaning

www.totalclean.biz
Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com 

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Plumbing

We hop to it!
(925) 377-6600

LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Construction

Handyman

Tree & brush removal. 
Poison Oak removal.  376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded 

Flute & Piano with Nika Rejto
Downtown Lafayette studio
Beginning - advanced, all styles
of music. I can travel to you!
925 310-4415, fourflutes@gmail.com

Monica’s Cleaning
Residential & Commercial Janitorial Services
Lic. Free Estimates (925) 348-3761

Painting

Mark Alexander
Owner

(925) 370-6558 • (925) 787-6684 cell
grizzmark@sbcglobal.net

I’m local, and I’m a very nice guy!

LET ME BRIGHTEN
YOUR HOME!

Specializing in 
high quality interior painting

Lic.#953962/Bonded/Insured

Fix, Paint, Repair anything.
Professional & Reliable
Call Terry 925-788-1663

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &

New Construction

Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563

(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

Computer lessons

T & T PAINTING CO
27 Years Experience Int & Ext
Our Workmanship & References
Speak for Themselves
CA Lic # 616357 BONDED
Steve Thaw 376-3380 Moraga

On-Site Computer Service
• All Major Brands • Troubleshooting • Wireless

Networking • Data Recovery • Website Design &
Hosting • Technology Consulting • Virus/Spyware Removal
• Affordable Rates • Certified Technicians 
925-322-9577 • 510-225-5061
www.fastteks.com • wli@fastteks.com

SWARTS 
CONSTRUCTION
• Free Estimates
• Drainage
• Remodel 

• Seismic Retrofit
• House Leveling 
• 35 yrs. Lamorinda

INSURED BONDED  Lic# 613717

925.250.6610
www.swartsco.com 

Voice & Piano Lessons 

with Carolyn Wolf

Near Acalanes HS  925-937-2104

HANDYMAN
All types of repairs done. Woodworking, 

Electical, Audio, Leak repair, Drywall, Paint-
ing and more. Clean neat & on time!

No job to small, Senior Discount.
☎ (925) 708-6053

www.mikeslamorindahandymanservice.com

CLOG GONE
Call 925-708-7080
For all your plumbing needs

www.absoluteplumbing.us
Insured - Bonded Lic. #890248 – B

Quality Painting
Affordable Prices & Reliable Service.
All qualified craftsmen. Complete &

thorough preparation, drywall texture &
repair, wallpaper removal, acoustic ceiling

removal & color matching. 35 years
experience. License # 500800

Telephone: (925) 687-2265

reach 60,000+ 
with your ad

reach 60,000+ 
with your ad

Vickers Rain Gutter
Installation, repair, 

roof & gutter cleaning
Serving Lamorinda since 1984, Many
styles of gutters with soldered down-
spouts.....Senior discount...,free est...lic
677426. I do the work myself & take
pride in it.....Ken 925-687-8831

Rain gutter

Look Who’s Cooking at Burton Valley
By Cathy Tyson with information provided by Lisa Evaristo

The third year of the Burton Valley Elementary

School Cook Off was bigger and better than ever.

Expanding to give more students the opportunity to be in-

volved, there were dozens of entries that were narrowed

down to eight finalists.  With proud parents and neighbors

watching, each of the finalists received a certificate, and a

goody bag with measuring spoons and cups, hand towels,

spatulas and more, plus their cool Chef’s coats and hats

were gifts – all courtesy of the school’s food vendor,

Sodexo.   

      “The kids were amazing.  The food was fantastic.  Se-

riously good!” said Lisa Evaristo, hot lunch coordinator.

“The good news is we will be putting the fifth-graders’

recipes on the May menu and they will be the featured

chefs.  Our fourth- and third-graders will be featured next

year and will also be the guest chefs. How cool is that?”

Listed below are the eight finalists and their awards.  Look

for the recipes on the Burton Valley school website shortly.

And the winners are:

Dalilah Wiseman: Grand prize winner / 

     5th grade / Chicken & Broccoli stir fry 

Cole Brightbill: Best presentation / 

     5th grade / Flaming balls of turkey with 

     pesto pasta 

Emma Hathaway: Best Kitchen Etiquette / 

     5th grade / Emma's gourmet Mac & Cheese

Aidan Lewis: Fun Kid Food / 

     5th grade / Aidan's BBQ chicken sandwich 

Jenna Evaristo: Healthy Food Choice / 

     4th grade / Rainbow wrap

Ben Krey: Judges choice runner up / 

     4th grade / Kick'in Chicken Chili

Spencer Lewis: Kid Friendly Presentation / 

     3rd grade / Turkey BLT Wrap

Gwendolyn Miles: Best Kitchen Safety / 

     3rd grade / Fettuccine Alfredo

From left:  Spencer Lewis, Cole Brightbill, Gwen Miles, Ben Krey, Emma Hathaway, Aidan Lewis, 
Dalilah Wiseman & Jenna Evaristo.  Photo provided 

Connolly Electric
Moraga Electrical Contractors

Cal Lic. # 971288

Commercial, Residential,
Industrial

910-912-0575
mconnolly444@gmail.com

Electrical contractor
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Tennis Pro and Artist
Donates Collection to
Help Mentor 
By Glenn Nosse

Lafayette Tennis Club head

tennis pro and artist Pablo

Schurig and Allison McCrady

Fine Arts (aMFa) Gallery owner

Allison McCrady brought the

Lafayette and Orinda art and ten-

nis communities together when

they sent out a blast of e-mails

and made personal calls to art and

tennis fans in early March to help

a fellow artist and friend.  

     

Schurig and McCrady joined

forces to raise more than $5,000

to help Schurig’s art mentor, Don

Hatfield, who within the last

months lost his wife to cancer, his

home to foreclosure, and then

shockingly on February 27, lost

his daughter, Rachel, who was

murdered in her home.

     

Compelled to help his friend

in the only way he knew best,

Schurig donated all of his original

artwork to be auctioned off with

all proceeds going to the Rachel

Winkler's Children's Foundation,

which was created to help Hat-

field care for his daughter's three

children (the eldest only 4 years

old) who are now without either

parent. 

     

The response was amazing.

Many who donated did not know

Hatfield, his daughter, or the chil-

dren. "It's just normal for the art

world to be inspired and act,” Mc-

Crady said about the response.

“We're artists." The tennis com-

munity was equally inspired, of-

fering generous donations to the

fund.  

     

When asked if he had any

emotional reaction to seeing his

artwork leaving in the driving rain,

Schurig said, "Painting them was

just a time in my life; I'll find an-

other inspiration to paint again."

Schurig's artwork features world

class tennis players, bull fighters,

flamenco dancers and paintings of

the Dave Matthews Band. 

     

Schurig will continue to dis-

play his art at the AMFA Gallery

in Berkeley. For more information

visit: rachelschildrensfund.com.

To see Schurig's artwork visit his

website at

www.PabloFineArt.com.

Jan Pablo Schurig Photo provided

Mid-morning shoppers at

Moraga’s H & A Hall-

mark & Fine Gifts enjoyed their

15 minutes of fame, plus free cof-

fee and pastries, during a recent

KKDV Radio catered coffee

break.  With store owner Jay Patel

watching, sales clerk Elizabeth

White bantered briefly on-air

with DJ Steve Fox while co-

workers Linda Podwalny and

Barb Swanson looked on.  “We

need more support from Moraga

[residents],” Patel said.  Former

Moraga Mayor Karen Mendonca

was also on hand.  When told

she’d just missed the group

photo, Mendonca joked: “I don’t

have to be in every picture!” 

C. Dausman

Breakfast at Moraga Hallmark

Moraga Hallmark employees (in blue aprons, from left) Barb Swanson (partly obscured) and Linda Podwalny 
watch as Elizabeth White talks to  KKDV radio DJ Steve Fox. Photo Cathy Dausman

Acalanes Artist on a Mission
Submitted by Grace Linderholm

When Acalanes senior and

art student Grace Linder-

holm visited the struggling Victor

Hugo School in Gonaives, Haiti

on a medical mission October

2010, she was so taken with their

mission and their struggles she

decided to continue her service

upon returning home.  

     

Lindstrom created a partner-

ship with Mr. Charles Henri (the

school’s founder and principal)

which has blossomed into The

Global Chalkboard Project.

Under the fiscal agency and non-

profit One World Children’s Fund

(OWCF), she has continued her

commitment by working with

local elementary schools and

now, artists to make sure that the

Victor Hugo continues to exist

and change children’s lives. 

     

On April 21 and 22, Linder-

holm and fellow art students will

be selling prints of original art-

work at the Lafayette Gallery and

the Art Room (50 Lafayette Cir-

cle). All profits will be donated to

the Victor Hugo School. The

show will also feature Serge Gay

Jr., a Haitian born artist who is

behind the award-winning music

videos of Cee-lo Green, Train,

Greenday, and more.

     

The support of One World

Children’s Fund makes The

Global Chalkboard Project one of

30 internationally-selected proj-

ects, and the first one in Haiti.

Linderholm is their youngest

champion.  “The show is our sec-

ond major fundraising event,”

Linderholm said. “It’s a great

community gathering, supporting

both high school artists and a

local gallery. With our last dona-

tion to the school, The Global

Chalkboard Project ensured that

the children had a daily meal,

were served clean water, and con-

tinued their education.”

     

You can find out more about

the support of OWCF at:

oneworldchildrensfund.org.

Sister-to-Sister Summit
Gives Middle-School Girls
Voice, Guidance
Submitted by Sophia Tan

Asea of girls and their laughs

and smiles will once again

fill the Bentley School gymna-

sium from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. April

28 as part of the annual Sister-to-

Sister summit – a program started

by the American Association of

University of Women (AAUW)

that is dedicated to celebrating

friendship and sisterhood with

middle-school girls. 

     

For the past 12 years, the Sis-

ter-to-Sister program has re-

cruited high-school girls who are

willing to provide a network of

support and care for sixth-

through eighth-grade middle-

school girls. High-school facilita-

tors attend nine three-hour

monthly training sessions during

the early fall in order to prepare

for the spring summit day. The

Sister-to-Sister program helps

guide and provide answers to

younger girls for some of the

questions they may have as they

transition through middle school

and from middle to high school. 

     

The summit day includes

speakers, small group discussions

between middle-school girls and

high-school facilitators, a panel of

high-school girls to answer any

and all types of questions, games

and much more. This year, the

program has also incorporated a

community service project into

the summit day for all the girls.

Together, the middle-school and

high-school girls will be tying

blankets the day of the summit,

packaging them, and sending

them off to girls in Afghanistan—

a way for the girls involved with

and participating in Sister-to-Sis-

ter to reach out and help girls in

other parts of the world.

      

Sister-to-Sister would love as

many girls as possible to join them

for this special day of girls helping

girls. For more information, please

visit www.sister2sister.info or con-

tact Laura Wittenberg at (925) 788-

0901 or Valarie Burgess at (925)

997-0118. (Girls must sign up by

April 23. Every girl will receive a

t-shirt, and lunch and beverages

will be provided.)

verynicepools.com
925-283-5180very

nice
pools

We do the work. You get to play.
Maintenance  •  Repair  •  Build 

Established 1977 in Lafayette, California.
Serving the entire Contra Costa County

area and beyond.

Submit stories and story ideas to 
storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com



This year’s Moraga Juniors’ Gar-

den Tour will feature six di-

verse Lamorinda gardens, from

modern to poetic to whimsical. The

self-guided tour on May 5, from 10

a.m. to 3 p.m., promises to surprise,

delight and inspire.  

      

“We chose three gardens in

Lafayette, two in Moraga and one in

Orinda,” says Junior Wendy Smith.

“What we look for when we select

these gardens are places that are

unique, reflect the owners’ personal-

ity, and will provide the visitors with

a wonderful experience that can un-

leash their own creativity in their own

garden.” 

      

A wide range of gardens are fea-

tured.  Virginia Steuber designed her

garden herself. “It just came out of my

heart,” she says. “The vegetable gar-

den was conceived from the medieval

vegetable garden concept.  The front

garden was inspired by the backpack-

ing trip we take in the Sierra.  I just

wanted it to look wild, naturally occur-

ring, which in fact takes a lot of work.”  

      

Steuber included themes from

other trips, such as garden mounds

from Germany, and an ‘old roses’

English garden.  She recreated an

Alice in Wonderland space on the side

of the house, Peter Rabbit has his

space in the back, and she added a

labyrinth to her garden that she walks

daily.  

      

Key to the installation has been

her gardener, Ricardo Enriquez.

“Anything I design, he can install,”

she says.  Steuber and her husband

feel so blessed with their home that

sharing it, especially for a good cause,

is something that’s important to them.

“We want to do more for the commu-

nity,” she says. 

      

Other gardens on the Tour are tes-

timony to the taste of their owners and

the talent of the landscape architects

who were able to materialize their vi-

sion. One modern garden, designed

by Joseph Huettl of Huettl Landscape

Architecture, is elegant and colorful,

and features a lot of natural material

and interesting plants. Visitors will

find interesting ideas about outdoor

kitchens and water features, as well as

recreation and play areas.

      

This year’s Moraga Juniors’

fundraising goal is $20,000, with all

proceeds to benefit STAND! For

Families Free of Violence in Contra

Costa County and to support the on-

site emergency shelter Therapeutic

Child Care (TCC) program.   The

TCC program helps children heal

from trauma and develop social and

academic skills needed for success. 

      

Tickets for the May 5 tour are

$30.  Gourmet lunch boxes are also

available and may be pre-ordered for

$10 each.  They can be purchased

from Juniors’ members online at

www.moragajuniors.org, or at the fol-

lowing locations: Across The Way

(Moraga), McDonnell Nursery

(Orinda) and Orchard Nursery

(Lafayette).  
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Campo’s Academic Decathlon Team Earns Impressive Individual
Awards at State Competition
Submitted by Jonathan B. Lance, Contra Costa County Office of Education

Camplindo High School’s Aca-

demic Decathlon team competed

in the California State Academic De-

cathlon Competition March 17-18 in

Sacramento, representing Contra Costa

County in this state-wide event.  Six

team members earned the following in-

dividual-achievement medals:

Anastasia Fedorova (senior): 

•Bronze in Music 

Laura Gustafson (junior): 

•Bronze in Physics

Jacob Phillips (senior):

•Gold in Speech

Christoph Steefel (sophomore):

•Gold in Economics

•Gold in Physics

•Silver in Highest Overall Score 

 in Division 

•Silver in math 

Evelyn Steefel (junior): 

•Silver in Super Quiz 

Roman Wright (junior): 

•Gold in Economics 

•Gold in Physics 

•Gold in Highest Overall Score 

 by Team

•Bronze in Essay

     Earlier this year, Campolindo’s

team took first place in the Contra

Costa County High School Academic

Decathlon, earning the honor of repre-

senting the county.  The Contra Costa

County Academic Decathlon is di-

rected by the Contra Costa County Of-

fice of Education. Campolindo’s Academic Decathlon “Red Team” all smiles at state competition. Photo Diane Morrell, CCCOE

Moraga Juniors’ May Garden Tour
Promises to Inspire
By Sophie Braccini

Photos provided by Moraga Juniors and Virginia Steuber

B
lue Ridg

e

Landscape Company Inc.

Blue Jay Feldman

OWNER/OPERATOR

www.blueridgelc.com

DESIGN

INSTALLATION

IRRIGATION

DRAINAGE

STONEWORK

CONCRETE WORK

DECKS

FENCES

PATIOS

LAWNS

PONDS

CLEANUP &

HAULING

925-258-9233

cell: 510-847-6160

LICENSED

INSURED

Lic# 818633

Gardening 
Solutions Co.

Celebrating 23 years in 
business.   Contact Yaron
Shoshan at (925) 376-7077

510-643-2755 | http://botanicalgarden.berkeley.edu
200 Centennial Drive, Berkeley, CA 94720-5045

VISIT THE GARDEN | Open Daily 9am - 5pm
SHOP FOR GIFTS & PLANTS | Daily 10:30am - 4:30pm

spring
plant sale

2012

Members’ Sale & Silent Auction 

Friday, April  27 | 5 - 7:30 pm 

Public Sale 

Saturday, April 28 | 10 am - 2 pm

family owned since 1933
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You can find most of the recipes published in
the Lamorinda Weekly on our website

Click Food tab

Business Service Directory   
Advertising

ConstructionConstruction

J. Limon Gardening
Maintenance/Clean­up
Monthly Service
Sprinkler 
System Repair

Call Jose
(925) 787­5743
License #: 018287

25 yrs. experience 
in Lamorinda

Jacob Spilsbury - General Contractor
American owned and operated

Renovation  •  Remodeling
Home Repair

Big & Small Jobs
Bonded & Insured. Lic # 898775

925-825-5201

Heating Gardening

  ATLAS
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING COMPANY

CA LIC. #489501

Old-fashioned service and
high-quality installations.

510-893-1343
www.atlasheating.com

Since 1908

www.bayareaunderpinning.org

Reach 60,000+ 
in Lamorinda

Advertise in 
Lamorinda Weekly 
Call 925-377-0977

today

Pilates Concrete & Landscaping Underpinning

C o n s t r u c t i o n   Co.

Benjamin  D.

Specializing in home remodeling solutions
New Construction - Addition - Remodel - No job too small

Kitchen & Bathroom Remodels
Deck & Fence, Doors & Windows
Custom Millworks and Painting

925‐289‐8915
ContractorBen.com
Benjamin@contractorben.com

Calic# 899639

Susie Iventosch is the

author of Tax Bites and

Tasty Morsels, which can

be found at Across the

Way in Moraga,

www.amazon.com, and

www.taxbites.net. 

Susie can be reached at

suziventosch@gmail.com.

These recipe is available on our web site

www.lamorindaweekly.com

If you would like to share your favorite recipe with

Susie please contact her by email or call our office

at 925-377-0977.

Chilean Mushroom Pil-Pil
By Susie Iventosch

My husband and I recently stayed in a small town

on the Maipo River in the Chilean Andes

foothills.  Besides the amazing views and a zip line

across the river and back, we tasted a new dish there that

we absolutely loved. 

     

“Pil-pil” is a Chilean appetizer, which reflects its

Spanish roots using lots of garlic, butter and olive oil,

but with the added zing of finely diced peppers.  Be care-

ful with that … as I sit here writing this column, my

mouth is still burning, and my left eye, too, which I ac-

cidentally touched  after cleaning, cutting and tasting the

pepper.  Youza!

     

Pil-pil is often made with seafood such as oysters,

scallops or shrimp, but the Tribu restaurant where we

dined offered a mushroom version that we thoroughly

enjoyed.

     

The dish was bursting with flavor, and we did not

find it to be all that hot, so I don’t think they used a lot

of the diced pepper, but rather just a hint to give it a gen-

tle bite.  The rest of the ingredients included finely diced

zucchini, carrots, green onions or leeks, parsley and

quartered mushrooms. It was sort of like eating a mush-

room escargot, only made with olive oil in addition to

butter, and adding other finely diced veggies, besides the

larger pieces of mushrooms. 

     

We soaked our bread in the delicious sauce, and

every time the waitress tried to remove what she thought

was an empty dish, we held on to it, telling her we just

weren’t  ready to part with it! 

     

For this recipe, you can decide just how much heat

and garlic you want to give it.  I am a garlic- lightweight,

so I usually go easy, but I must say, this Tribu recipe was

loaded with garlic, and it was delicious!

Chilean Mushroom Pil-Pil
(Serves 4 for appetizers)

INGREDIENTS
8-10 large brown or cremini mushrooms, cleaned and cut into quarters
2-4 cloves garlic, thinly sliced (depending upon your garlic-meter)
¼ cup finely diced zucchini
¼ cup finely diced carrots
¼ cup finely sliced green onion
¼ cup finely diced leeks, white part only
½ Serrano chili pepper, finely minced (these mellow with cooking)
2 tablespoons finely minced parsley
¼ cup olive oil
2-3 tablespoons butter
½ teaspoon paprika
Salt to taste
DIRECTIONS
In a cast iron or heavy skillet, heat olive oil and butter and cook over medium-high heat until melted.  Add garlic
and cook until just turning golden.  Stir in paprika and salt. Add diced veggies (except parsley) and mushroom
quarters and cook over medium-high heat just until veggies are al dente, maybe 2-4 minutes, tossing to turn
mushrooms and stir veggies.  Sprinkle parsley over top before serving. 
Serve piping hot with crusty French bread. 
*If using shrimp, add with veggies and cook for about one minute, and then turn shrimp and cook for another
minute or until shrimp turns pink. 

Photo Susie Iventosch

Pilates
No Pain!
Personal Attention
Get Fit

COREKINETICS-Pilates Studio Orinda
• Free fitness analysis with first lesson
• Rehab your Sports Injuries/ Back Problems
• Custom workouts-all bodies welcome
• Private and semi private classes
• Certified for 20 years/teacher for 36

925-708-3279 

Concrete & Landscaping 
* Driveways & Patios

* Stamped Concrete

* Brick Work

* Grading & Dump Truck Service

* Sprinklers – Repair & Install

* Sod Lawns/ Lawn Aerating

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Leo Carlson’s Concrete & Landscaping
LIC # 935154 925-917-0353
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Earth Day 2012 in Lafayette
By Sophie Braccini

Sustainable Lafayette is bringing

the Lamorinda community into

a worldly event from 11 a.m. to 3

p.m. Sunday, April 22 that, accord-

ing to earthday2012.org will mobi-

lize one billion people.  In Lafayette,

about 1,000 are expected to partici-

pate, celebrate the existing sustain-

ability work done locally, enjoy the

music, the fun, the food, and get in-

spired to do more.  The location has

slid east slightly and will be centered

at the Library and Learning Center,

to accommodate more activities and

promote more interaction.

      

“In previous years we had the

Earth Day festival at Stanley Middle

School, Plaza Park, and also split

between the Plaza Park and the li-

brary,” says Sustainable Lafayette

organizer Michael Dawson. “This

year we decided to take advantage

of the library's great facilities, in-

cluding the outdoor amphitheater

plaza and Golden Gate Way (which

will be closed during the event). And

the library makes it an even better

event because they're bringing some

of their consortium partners and will

be opening up the community hall

for the rain-harvesting lecture and

movies. They've been helping plan

the event from the beginning.”

      

Water conservation will be in

focus this year. A grey-water-captur-

ing and rain-harvesting lecture will

be held in the Community Hall, and

related movies will be shown. The

Interactive Kids Center will feature

the Lawrence Hall of Science and

Lindsay Wildlife Museum and will

also have lots of fun crafts.  And the

Bike Parade from Stanley Middle

School will have a bike decorating

contest for the first time. Nanette

Heffernan, who's leading the bike

parade, is also giving away free Chi-

nook Books to every participant.

      

“This year we'll also have more

non-profits and related organizations

like The Urban Farmers, Kiefer

Koops, Moraga Gardens (selling

veggie starters), etcetera,” added

Dawson. “Near and dear to our

hearts will be the displays of all

2012 projects from Sustainable

Lafayette. We're excited to show our

work around the Lafayette Commu-

nity Gardens, GoLafayette.org,

Lafayette Recycles, and the Green

Schools. We didn't intentionally plan

a more educational Earth Day Cele-

bration – there are just so many proj-

ects and organizations to talk

about!” 

      

At the same time, Sustainable

Lafayette focused on making this a

fun, celebratory event. The

Lafayette Chamber is sponsoring

music by the Gypsy Chix and the

Dream Posse, and they've worked

with local vendors to offer the best

food options. “We will offer a

greater variety of fresh, organic

food by bringing in different food

vendors (Fist of Flour, Whole

Foods, Nature's Bounty, and Book-

mark Cafe),” says Dawson. “This

year we'll have a hot pizza oven

and even more great choices than

last year.”

      

For a detailed program, visit sus-

tainablelafayette.org.

Last year’s celebration at Lafayette Plaza Park Photo Doug Kohen

Lafayette Community Garden Opens on
Earth Day
By Sophie Braccini

It’s been a long time coming, and it

required the tenacity of the Sus-

tainable Lafayette Food Group, in-

cluding Janet Thomas, to finally

create a community garden in

Lafayette.  

      

The community can visit the

community garden site on Earth Day,

April 22, along Mt. Diablo Blvd.

across from the Reservoir.  But if you

want to become a member of the gar-

den, you must work there two hours

a week, take your crop home – and

sign up early.  The first plants are not

in the soil yet but 50 families have al-

ready signed up and only four spots

are left for this year.  The garden will

also serve as an outdoor education

center, free and open to the public.

      

It took more than two years to

find the site, get the City’s support and

raise the $83,000 that was necessary

to launch the project.  “We owe a big

thank you to the Mulvaney family

who gave us $25,000 in a matching

fund,” says Thomas. “There were 90

other contributors to our fund, who

gave what they could, including Girl

Scout troop 32153 who gave more

than $300.”

      

Susanne Frey, science and math

teacher and horticulturist, designed

the garden that incorporates raised

beds for the vegetables, restored na-

tive plant areas, and sitting areas for

picnics and teaching.  For example, a

number of beds have been set in a

wide circle with seating in the middle

for enjoyment and/or classes. 

      

Gardener Beth Ferree is the vol-

unteer in charge of the classes that the

Outdoor Education Center will offer.

“We will have one free class every

month on a Saturday,” she says. “The

first one will present the riparian

ecosystem, we’ll teach about edible

natives, then about ‘the good, the bad

and the ugly,’ or the role of insects in

the garden.”

      

Leah Ingram was hired part-time

to manage the garden, and she has

started planning what will go in the

beds.  “We’ve talked with the families

who are members of the garden, they

decided what they wanted to plant

and harvest,” she says.  The garden

will mainly produce for the members

who pay $150 per family – the dona-

tions constituted the seed money (lit-

erally!) – “but no one is turned down

for lack of funds,” adds Ferree.

      

The garden group wanted a very

diverse set of Lafayette residents to

become members. “We have all age

groups in our membership,” says

Thomas, “from young families to re-

tired residents.  And whether they live

in multi-family dwellings or on

sloped-lots, they can’t have their own

vegetable garden.”

      

The April 22 open house will fea-

ture activities, informative sessions,

and trail exploration.  The Mount Di-

ablo Bee Keepers Association and the

Audubon Society will be there and

seedlings will be sold by the Mount

Diablo Nursery.  The very well-orga-

nized group has scheduled its first

harvest festival Oct. 13 which will be

open to the whole community.

      

At this time, they still need volun-

teers to construct the beds that will be

double-dug and amended with soil

from Acapulco Soil in Richmond.

Thomas noted that so far the project

has received a lot from the commu-

nity, from builders such as Overaa

Construction who worked for free, or

Heather Hamilton owner of Eco-

mulch in Martinez who says she

would give hem all the mulch they’d

need.  “Starting with the Mulvaney

family we got wonderful community

support,” says Thomas. The quote by

environmental pioneer Rachel Carson

that will be at the entrance of the gar-

den says it all:  “In Nature Nothing

Exists Alone.”

      

To donate time, tools or other

items, visit the Garden’s site at

lafayettecommunitygarden.org.

Holding a map of the garden are, from left: Leah Ingram, Beth Ferree, Janet Thomas, Susanne Frey
Photo Sophie Braccini

(925) 377-6600
www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

*Coupons combinable, exp. 5/30/12

CA Lic
929641

LeapFrog Plumbing
You can't control the earthquake
but you can take action right
now to control the harm­­­
Protect your family and home
from dangerous gas leaks,
explosion and fire which
contribute to a fourth of
earthquake related fires!Head Frog Mo Williams

April is Earthquake Preparedness Month and
When it comes to safety.......We Hop To It!

green solutions!

Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993

We Hop To It!

$20 off 
Natural Gas 

Safety & Shut-off Valve
Installation*

$25 off 
Water heater
earthquake 
strapping*

$59 off 
Safety Plumbing Inspection*



Lafayette lawyers and staff from

Hunsucker Goodstein & Nelson

PC will be ditching pinstripes in favor

of something stylish, yet washable,

for “beautification” during the Second

Annual Earth Day Lunch Hour

Cleanup Friday, April 20 at the Reser-

voir.  Volunteers from the Lafayette

Chamber Green Committee along

with members of the public are en-

couraged to pitch in picking up trash;

bags, gloves and vests will be pro-

vided for all volunteers.  Adventurous

trash seekers are invited to scour the

shoreline in paddleboats provided

courtesy of EBMUD.

      

“It’s a great way to contribute to

the community,” says Marie Montoya,

paralegal, PR and marketing specialist

for the firm.  “We plan to meet at the

Visitor’s Center at noon, get equipment

and branch out from there.  It was re-

ally fun last year.”  She explains that

the Reservoir is short staffed, so com-

pleting some of the clean up gives

workers the opportunity to focus on

other projects.  The event officially

runs until 2 p.m.  Someone will be at

the paid entrance to allow helpers com-

plimentary access and to direct drivers

through to the Visitors Center.  Sun-

shine, paddle boats, making the Reser-

voir a better place for all to enjoy and

doing something positive for Earth

Day – you can’t beat that with a litter

pick-up stick.  

      

Volunteers should wear closed-

toe shoes and look for the annual

membership gate; cars will be let in at

noon free of charge.   Volunteers are

asked to confirm with Marie Montoya

at    mmontoya@hgnlaw.com or by

calling (925) 299-5113.      
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The Environment – Where We All Meet
Orindans to roll up sleeves at fourth annual Orinda in Action Day 
By Laurie Snyder

“The environment,” said Lady

Bird Johnson, “is where we

all meet; where we all have a mutual

interest; it is the one thing all of us

share. It is not only a mirror of our-

selves, but a focusing lens on what we

can become.”

      

In Orinda, one such focusing lens

is provided each spring by organizers

of the City’s annual Orinda in Action

Day. This year’s event will begin at

8:30 a.m. Saturday, April 21 with cof-

fee and bagels at the Orinda Library

Plaza, and is expected to draw be-

tween 400 and 500 area residents.

      

Following check-in at tables

manned by volunteers from the

Orinda Women’s Club, participants

will fan out across the City from 9

a.m. to noon. Although no e-recycling

or goodwill donations will be ac-

cepted this year, plenty of good deeds

will still be done. 

      

Moms, dads and even grandpar-

ents will work side-by-side with

Orinda’s littlest ones to collect twigs

and other green waste while teens and

adults clean up creeks, wipe down

Orinda Community Center chairs, re-

fill park sandboxes, and pick up litter

from Orinda’s historic bridge through

the downtown and beyond. Those

with green thumbs will plant flowers

or drought-resistant plants.

      

“It gives children a real close-up

view of places that they drive by

often, and allows them to help the

community at the same time,” said

Molly Griffin Wilson, a member of

this year’s organizing committee.

“We make sure that everyone gets to

do something that works for their

level.”

      

Students will earn community

service hours for Miramonte High,

the Orinda Intermediate School’s

Others First initiative, and other

school-based projects. Signed certifi-

cates for service hours worked will be

provided at the event’s conclusion.

      

Afterward, volunteers will be

treated to a light lunch at the Plaza

with entertainment by Orinda Idol’s

own Steve Harwood, Master of Cer-

emonies and DJ.

      

The timing to roll up one’s

sleeves couldn’t be better. Throughout

2012, America is celebrating the

100th anniversary of Lady Bird John-

son, one of America’s most ardent ad-

vocates of community and national

beautification. A major force behind

the Highway Beautification Act of

1965, which banished billboard blight

and minimized junkyard eyesores,

Johnson is also credited with inspiring

generations to brighten our world,

sustainably, with colorful wildflowers

and other native plants. 

      

“There is much,” said Johnson,

“the government can do and should

do to improve the environment. But

even more important is the individual

who plants a tree or cleans a corner of

neglect. For it is the individual who

himself benefits, and also protects a

heritage of beauty for his children and

future generations.” 

      

All who live, work or attend

school in Orinda are welcome. To join

in the fun of Orinda in Action Day

2012, register online at: www.orinda-

communityfoundation.org, or e-mail

orindainaction@gmail.com. 

Lunch Hour Clean Up at the Reservoir
By Cathy Tyson

From left: Lafayette Chamber Membership Director Barbara Gilmore,
Lafayette Chamber Ambassador Gayle Pulley, Marie Montoya (Hunsucker
Goodstein & Nelson PC), and Sherri Boctor (Hunsucker Goodstein & 
Nelson PC) at last year’s Clean Up. Photo Marie Montoya

Orinda Family and Home
Expo on Earth Day
The first annual eco-friendly

Family and Home Expo,

which is targeted toward green-

minded, environmentally-conscious

homeowners with kids, will be held

from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday, April

22 at the Orinda Community Center

auditorium. More than 15 vendors

representing kids’ clothes, yard and

lawn design/maintenance, general

contracting, interior flooring, pool

maintenance and more will partici-

pate in this event.  

      

“Since I am a mom of young

kids, I wanted to bring together some

trusted vendors who are environmen-

tally-friendly and fun for families,”

says Sarah Arnold, coordinator of the

event. “It seemed perfect to have the

event on Earth Day.”  

      

As a realtor, Arnold has seen an

overwhelming interest in Green

products. “Homeowners want to

know how to make their home

‘healthier’ for their families, as well

as save money and reduce their envi-

ronmental footprint,” she says. And

there are many benefits for going

green: The state gives incentives and

rebates for buying energy-efficient

appliances, and kids grow up with

less allergies and ailments such as

asthma that can be brought on by

chemicals in our environment.  

      

“One of the highlighted vendors

is Bellwether Materials, who is in the

start-up phase of bringing to market

home insulation made from sheep

wool.  It is a safe, healthy, and natural

alternative to fiberglass,” Arnold

says. “And it’s easier to install than

other types of insulation and

formaldehyde-free.”

      

Kids can enjoy presentations by

Andy Zandy the Balloon and Magic

Guy and Soja Martial Arts, or satisfy

their sweet tooth at the Loard’s Ice

Cream booth, while parents talk with

vendors.  Cora Sue Anthony from

HGTV's Real Estate Intervention,

will also be there to talk about her

new show and give tips on how use

staging to get your home sold.  

      

“It is an opportunity to rub el-

bows with a local celebrity, and to

pick her brain on new home design

trends she has seen as in the area,”

says Arnold.

      

For information about the Expo,

e-mail Sarah Arnold at

sarnold@rockcliff.com or call (925)

253-7074.   – J. Wake

Be Informed & Get Involved
Throughout the Library

(11am - 3pm)
❖ Sustainable Lafayette Project Showcase.

❖ Grey Rainwater and Rain Harvest Lecture

❖ Environmental movies in Community Hall

❖ Interactive Kids Center

Bike Parade & Contest
Stanley Middle School 

(11am - 11:30am)
❖ Festive parade to Lafayette Library - any 

bike, scooter, stroller, etc. welcome! 

11:30am departure.
❖ Awards for best eco-decorations

❖ Everyone receives free Chinook Book

41
th
an

nive
rsary of Earth

Day

Join us at the Lafayette Library and Learning Center for an unforgettable day of
food, friends and family fun! Enjoy an amazing, organic lunch while listening to
live music. Visit the interactive kids zone, watch a lecture and movies, and learn

about exciting new projects in Lafayette. 
Great Food, Great Music 

Behind the Library

(11:00am - 3:00pm)

❖ Delicious organic lunch options - pizza, 

sandwiches, salads, etc.

❖ Live music from Gypsy Chix and Dream Posse

❖ Festival of booths on Golden Gate Way

❖ 2011 Green Awards announced

Hosted by Sustainable Lafayette, the Lafayette Library and Learning Center, Lafayette Chamber of Commerce, and the City of Lafayette. 

Thank you to our sponsors, whose generous support, makes this event possible:

Also: tour the Lafayette Community Garden; electric car shuttles run 2-4. More information at: www.sustainablelafayette.org

Sunday, April 22nd

Last year’s Orinda in Action event Photo provided

Moraga Beautiful Day
Nearly 25 years ago, former mayor Margaret Depriester gave new meaning to the term “spring clean-
ing” and as one of the original event coordinators, instigated “Moraga Beautiful Week” as a way to
bring the community together to clean up and beautify Moraga.  This year’s Moraga Beautiful day
will be held rain or shine from 9 a.m. to noon, Saturday, April 21 at Rancho Laguna Park (2101
Camino Pablo, Moraga).  Volunteers are requested to wear old clothes and the Town will supply
gloves, brushes and stain. Volunteers will weed, trim, and stain picnic benches and play structures
making our wonderful parks even better.  For more information, contact publicworks@moraga.ca.us.  

please...

...thanks



ART

Moraga Art Gallery's new show,

“Beautiful America,” features the oil

paintings of gallery member and local

Moraga artist Ginny Ruble, as well as

guest artist Linda Hanford whose work

reflects her love of the nature, land-

scapes, and seascapes of California.

The show runs through June 2. 

Upcoming aMFa exhibits: "City

Life comes to Orinda,” an exhibit of

Urban Scapes by award-winning artists

Erica Pollock and Barbara Fracchia

Thursday, April 12, with an Artist’s Re-

ception from 5-7pm at Shelby's

Restaurant; "Parallel Affinity," a Mod-

ernist exhibit Saturday, April 14;

Artist's Reception from 4-7pm aMFa

Orinda Theater Square; "Earth Day;

Art Day”: Northern California Land-

scapes Saturday, April 22, 1-5pm

Opening, aMFa Berkley 1318 10th

Street Berkeley.

The Lafayette Gallery's spring show

“Imagine” will run through May 5

and features fresh and inspiring new

work: paintings, prints, collages, ce-

ramics, jewelry, and photography. To

celebrate the annual re-opening of the

Lafayette Gallery's outside Sculpture

Garden, the Gallery is hosting a free re-

ception on April 15 with wine, hors

d’oeuvres and live music. The Gallery

is open 11am-5pm, Tuesday - Satur-

day, 50 Lafayette Circle, Lafayette

(across from Chow). For more infor-

mation, visit www.lafayettegallery.net

or call (925) 284-2788. 

An Art show and fundraising event

April 21 and April 22 will feature

local high school artists as well as

Serge Gay Jr., a Haitian born artist who

is behind the award-winning music

videos of Cee-lo Green, Train, Green-

day, and more, at the Lafayette Gallery

and the Art Room, 50 Lafayette Circle

in Lafayette (across from Chow).

In affiliation with Civic Arts Educa-

tion, CAG will offer its spring sale at

the Artists’ Market April 27-29. A re-

ception features live music, light re-

freshments, and a flower arranging

demo 5-9pm, April 27. The sale con-

tinues April 28 from 10am-7pm and

April 29 from 10am-4 pm at the Civic

Park Studio, 1313 Civic Dr., Walnut

Creek. (925) 943-5846, www.clayarts-

guild.com.

MUSIC

For its final concert of the 2011-2012

season, Pacific Chamber Symphony,

Lawrence Kohl conductor presents a

pair of works by two musical giants:

“Water Music” by George Frideric

Handel and Symphony #41 "Jupiter"

by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, Sun-

day, April 15 at 4pm in the Lafayette

Library and Learning Center Commu-

nity Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Boulevard

Lafayette. Tickets: $30 general, $25

seniors (65+), $10 students (with ID).

To purchase tickets visit www.Brown-

PaperTickets.com or call 1(800)838-

3006. For more info, visit

www.pacificchambersymphony.org,

call 1(800) 630-7836 or email

info@pacificchambersymphony.org.  

An Afternoon of Jazz - join us for

piano standards and originals by

members of the Contra Costa Perform-

ing Arts Society Jazz Piano workshop

Friday, April 20, 1:30 – 2:30pm, Com-

munity Hall, Lafayette Library and

Learning Center, 3491 Mt. Diablo

Blvd. We will be playing favorites

from Hoagy Carmichael, Miles Davis,

Oscar Hammerstein and more! Join the

fun! Call Lafayette Senior Services at

(925) 284-5050 for reservations. $3

Members/ $5 Non-Members.  

Enjoy the sounds of the ‘40s as Gen-

erations In Jazz Foundation presents

The Rossmoor Big Band. The show be-

gins at 8pm April 20 and features some

of the finest senior musicians working

with their student associates. Dancers

and listeners are most welcome. Tickets

are $10 and available from the

Lafayette Chamber of Commerce or at

the door. Call (925) 284-7404.

Solo and chamber music, Friday,

April 27, 10:30am, Grace Presbyte-

rian Church, 2100 Tice Valley Blvd.,

Walnut Creek. The program opens

with a Beethoven trio for violin, cello

and piano. Bach's Chaconne in D

minor for piano appears next. Brahms'

piano trio, also for violin, cello and

piano, concludes this classical chamber

concert. Free to the public,

www.ccpas.org.

THEATER

Come see Performers for Progress

at 7:30pm April 12 and 13 in the Mi-

ramonte High School Theater.

Per4Pro is a student-run organization

that puts on cabaret shows to showcase

local student talent and raise funds for

charity. The spring show benefits The

Sophia Project, an organization that

serves children and families at risk for

recurring homelessness. Proceeds sup-

port two specific programs: the new

High School Program and the Respite

Care program as well as transportation

for the teens, food, materials for the

training and a small stipend of $25 for

each teen. Tickets: (purchased at the

Miramonte Theater door): $6 Student,

$12 Adult. For more information, you

can email perforpro@gmail.com. (See

article, page B2).

"Opening Our Eyes,” a documen-

tary about eleven ordinary people

who are making a positive difference

in the world will screen at 7pm Satur-

day, April 21 at the Community Hall in

the Lafayette Library and Learning

Center, 3490 Mt. Diablo Blvd,

Lafayette.  Q&A with one of the film-

makers immediately following. Re-

quested donation of $10 to benefit

LLLC. For reservations call (925) 890-

1441 or email

candace94549@yahoo.com.

A sparkling musical adaptation by

Oded Gross and Tracy Young of

Moliere’s The Imaginary Invalid, fea-

turing clown work, delightful original

songs, Broadway-style choreography,

stunning costumes and non-stop phys-

ical comedy, will be performed in

LeFevre Theatre at Saint Mary's Col-

lege. Dates: April 18, 19, 20, and 21 at

8pm; April 21 and 22 at 2pm. Tickets:

General - $15; Seniors - $12; Non-

SMC students - $12; SMC community

- $8. For info, contact Sharon Cahill,

(925) 631-4670.Tickets are also avail-

able online at www.brownpapertick-

ets.com.

The Acalanes High School Dra-

maDons theater group presents

Hamlet, William Shakespeare’s great-

est tragedy! This fast-paced adaptation

by Bay Area playwright/director Jon

Tracy explores the bonds of youth and

the influence that their elders exert on

them, May 2-5, 7:30pm. Tickets: $10

General, $7 students/seniors.  Tickets

may be purchased online at www.dra-

madons.org or at the door.

LECTURE & LITERATURE

“'Male' writing versus 'Female'

writing: Some perspective on politics,

gender, identity, and the act of writing

consciously:  a Craft Conversation

with Samina Ali,” presented by the

Saint Mary's College of California

Creative Writing Reading Series at

2:30pm, Wednesday, April 11, in

Hagerty Lounge. The same evening at

7:30pm a reading will be held at the

Soda Center. Both events are free and

open to the public.

Saint Mary’s College of California

presents a “Dialogue about the Death

Penalty: The Future of Capital Punish-

ment in Our State” from 7:30- 9pm

Thursday, April 12 at Dryden Hall,

Saint Mary’s College of California.

The forum, which is free and open to

the public, features perspectives from

a death penalty abolitionist and a death

penalty proponent on the necessity of

capital punishment in California. Free

and open to the public.

Emeritus College 2012 Distin-

guished Lecture Series presents Dr.

Joel Parrott, "Past, Present and Future

of The Oakland Zoo” Friday, April 13,

3–5pm, Diablo Valley College Forum.

Dr. Parrott will highlight the Zoo’s new

animals, the often difficult and humor-

ous events involved in the transporta-

tion, relocation and care of exotic

animals, and the extensive conserva-

tion efforts at the Oakland Zoo. The

Zoo is home to 660 native and exotic

animals. Tickets $15 ($10 children).

Understanding China; A Cultural

Transformation Perspective is the

topic for First Friday Forum, presented

by Dr. Zhan Li, Dean of the School of

Economics and Business Administra-

tion at Saint Mary’s College at 1:30pm

Friday, April 13, in the Sanctuary of

Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian Church,

49 Knox Drive, Lafayette. Refresh-

ments will be served at 1pm in Fellow-

ship Hall. For info, call

(925)-283-8722 or visit lopc.org/News

and Information/More News Events at

LOPC.

The Orinda Library hosts a talk by

Marie Whelan on “Life in Imperial

Rome” at 6:30pm Wednesday, April

18, 26 Orinda Way, Orinda. You are in-

vited to discover interesting, unex-

plored and un-romanticized aspects of

life in ancient Rome – from the com-

mon farmer to the emperor of the

world. Immerse yourself in Roman life

by learning the proper way to wear a

toga, getting a recipe for an everyday

Roman meal, and examining ancient

Roman coins. Free, no registration is

required. For more information, visit

the library website at ccclib.org or call

(925)-254-2184.

Meet the Author, Penny Warner,

mystery writer for adults and teens.

Conversation, book signing and re-

freshments sponsored by Holden High

School. Thursday, April 19, 7-9 pm,

Orinda Community Church. Admis-

sion: $25. For info call Holden High:

(925) 254-0199 or office@holden-

high.org.

Discovering Opera: Gounod's Faust

Presented by Bradford Wade, opera

lover for 35 years, Tuesday, April 24,

10:30-noon, Elderberry Room,

Lafayette Community Center.  Many

operas have been written based on the

story of the aged philosopher who sells

his soul to the devil in return for youth

and love, but Charles Gounod’s is by

far the best known. This lecture is

given in conjunction with Opera San

Jose's production of Faust, April 21-

May 6. $1 Members/$3 Non-Mem-

bers. 

KIDS, PARENTS & TEENS

Orinda Idol audition registration

will continue until April 30. Orinda

Idol is a singing competition open to

young people who either attend school

or reside in Orinda, Moraga or

Lafayette. The objective of Orinda Idol

is to provide an avenue for young peo-

ple to pursue their love for singing, to

bring joy to the community and to have

fun. For more information go to

www.orindaartscouncil.org. Auditions

will be held May 17-19. Up to 10 fi-

nalists in each category will be selected

to compete for cash prizes and recog-

nition at the Orinda Idol Finals held on

Sept. 9 at the Orinda Theatre.

... continued on next page
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Not to be missed Not to be missed
Lamorinda’s

Religious Services

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
A Loving Community

Sunday Services: 8 and 10 AM
Active Youth Program, Sunday School, Nursery Childcare, 10 AM
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, 284-7420,    www.stanselms.ws

49 Knox Drive l Lafayette l www.LOPC.org l 925-283-8722

Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian Church

Get connected.
Grow in your faith.

Serve others.

Sunday Worship 9 & 11:00 a.m.
Programs for children & youth

66 St. Stephen’s Drive, Orinda
254-3770.  www.ststephensorinda.org

Sunday 8am & 10am.
Music at both services. Choir at 10am.

Sunday School & childcare at 10am.

St. Stephen’s Preschool 
254-3770 x19

fàA Z|Äxá XÑ|ávÉÑtÄ V{âÜv{
A DIFFERENT KIND OF CHURCH!

INCLUSIVE, THOUGHTFUL  •  TRADITIONAL SERVICE AND MUSIC
YET FORWARD LOOKING & OPEN MINDED

Meeting Sundays at 9am
St. Mary's College Chapel

925 376-5770  •  www.stgiles-moraga.org

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church 
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422

www.holyshepherd.org 
8:15 a.m. Traditions Worship Service 

9:40 a.m. Education for all ages 
10:45 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service 
Coffee Fellowship at 9:15 and 11:45 a.m. 

Childcare available for ages 5 and younger 

See also Easter Service
advertisments on page B11

The Orinda 
Community Church

10 Irwin Way, Orinda  |  925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org
“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life’s 

journey, you are welcome here!” 

Join us Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd.,  
Lafayette

between Trader Joes & the Post Office

283-2988    
www.waredesigns.com

Tuesday-Saturday 10-6

50% off
Watch Battery
Now $5, Reg $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 4/30/12.
Usually installed while you wait.  W/coupon. Restrictions apply.

jtÜx Wxá |zÇá
Y|Çx ]xãxÄÜç á|Çvx DLJJ

New Location

Our Savior’s Lutheran (ELCA)
1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette
283-3722                                 www.oslc.net 
SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP
8:30 a.m. Classic Service
10:45 a.m. Contemporary Service
Come find COMMUNITY here.

YOUTH
SUNDAY
APRIL 15
8:30 and

10:45 a.m.



... continued

KIDS, PARENTS & TEENS

Join us at the Moraga-Orinda Fire

District’s (MOFD) Spring Open

House and Hot Dog Lunch from

10am-2pm Saturday, April 14 at Sta-

tion 45 – 33 Orinda Way, Orinda.

(See article page A11) 

2012’s Poul Anderson Creative

Writing Contest, open to all students

who reside and/or attend high school

in Orinda. Entry Categories are Sci-

ence Fiction, Essay/Memoir, Poetry

and Short Story. Students may submit

one entry in any of the four categories

for a total of not more than three en-

tries. Submission deadline is at noon,

Friday, April 20. Up to four winners

will each be awarded $250 prizes at

the close of this school year, under-

written by the Friends of the Orinda

Library.

Art & Music Festival at TOPS

(Preschool), Saturday, April 21,

9:30am-noon, 10 Irwin Way, Orinda.

For tickets and further information

please call (925) 254-2551. All Wel-

come!

Bring your whole family to the

Seedlings "Wheel Day" Saturday,

April 22, 10am-noon, parking lot of

the Lafayette Orinda Presbyterian

Church, 49 Knox Drive, Lafayette.

Climb inside a giant tractor, sit on a

real motorcycle and hear a real fire

engine siren! Your child can also

enjoy the bounce house, face paint-

ing, and even take a train ride around

the parking lot. Admission is free and

all are welcome! Snacks and refresh-

ments will be available for minimal

cost.

EARTH DAY (for additional local

events, see our Earth Day pages B8

and B9)

Tap into your inner Muir at the

John Muir Birthday–Earth Day

Celebration on Saturday, April 21 at

the John Muir National Historic Site,

4202 Alhambra Avenue at Highway

4, Martinez. Participants will enjoy

live entertainment, self-guided tours

of the 1882 Victorian Muir home, a

nature walk with Doc Hale and Na-

tional Park Service Junior Ranger ac-

tivities. The Keynote Speaker is Rona

Zollinger, co-founder of the New

Leaf: A Sustainable Living Collabo-

rative. Admission and parking are

free. For directions, visit

www.nps.gov/jomu.

The Orinda Garden Club is invit-

ing the community for a Walk-

Around at Orinda's Lake Cascade at

10am Saturday, April 21. Enjoy the

50-year-old Cork Oak trees that grace

this popular place for runners, walk-

ers and bird watchers and view the

work that the Garden Club is doing

to restore this historic landmark.

Whether you want a 50K or a 5K

you won't want to miss the Diablo

Trails Challenge benefiting Save

Mount Diablo on Saturday, April 21.

Save Mount Diablo preserves, de-

fends and restores Mount Diablo’s

natural lands for people and wildlife

to enjoy. Hit the trail and preserve

your playground while taking in the

natural beauty of Mount Diablo. All

proceeds benefit Save Mount Dia-

blo’s land preservation programs.

Day of registration begins at 6:30am

and events begin at 8am. To register

or for more information, visit

www.SaveMountDiablo.org or call

(925) 947-3535.

OTHER

Join a National Park Service

ranger for three free early-morning

two-hour wildflower walks at 9am

Saturday, April 7, 14 and 28 at John

Muir National Historic Site. The

walks begin with an easy saunter up

Mt. Wanda to look for wildflowers.

Over 82 species of native plants have

been identified on Mt. Wanda. For

more information call the John Muir

National Historic Site at (925) 228-

8860.

Views on the Environment Contra

Costa County Supervisor Candi-

dates Forum, moderated by Lisa

Vorderbrueggen, Contra Costa Times

political reporter and columnist, 7pm,

Thursday, April 12, San Ramon

Community Center. Visit act.green-

belt.org/forum to RSVP. For info, call

Matt Vander Sluis at (925) 932-7776

or mvandersluis@greenbelt.org. This

is a free educational event.

The Lafayette Rotary Club will

feature guest speaker and TITANIC

historian Richard Shaw at noon,

Wednesday, April 12 at the Oakwood

Athletic Club, 4000 Mt. Diablo

Blvd., Lafayette. Enjoy lunch, hear

from Mr. Shaw and learn about Ro-

tary. Cost: $20 for lunch (or come at

12:45pm for the free presentation).

Reservations required.  Call John

Sherry at (925)-765-2833 by April

11, to reserve a seat. 

Candlelight Labyrinth Walk – Fri-

day, April 13. Celebrate spring by

walking the Chartres-style labyrinth

at Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian

Church. As you walk, listen to clas-

sical music and relax, reflect, medi-

tate or pray. There will be

contemplative readings in the chapel.

Come-and-go event between 7-8pm.

For info call Karlene Paufler at (925)

820-4332.

Golden Gate Audubon Society

presents The Grizzlies of Yellow-

stone featuring Michael Leach from

7 to 9pm Thursday, April 19 at

Northbrae Community Church, 941

the Alameda, Berkeley. Enjoy a

spirit-enriching presentation about

grizzly bears and Yellowstone Na-

tional Park. Celebrate the Yellow-

stone ecosystem - a wild landscape.

Cost: $5 donation or free for mem-

bers. For more info visit www.gold-

engateaudubon.org/

education/speaker-series/ or call

(510) 843-2222 or email nwee-

den@goldengateaudubon.org. 

St. Mary’s College Guild’s Annual

Fashion Show, Saturday, April 21,

Soda Center (cocktails 11am, lunch

at noon).  Fabulous spring collection

courtesy of Chico's, Walnut Creek.

Great Mariachi Music - Samba and

Swing into spring. For reservations,

call Cyndie Harrison (925) 820-8002

or Libby Townsend (925) 825-5853.

Walk MS - a community coming

together to raise funds and celebrate

hope for the future - on Sunday, April

22 at Heather Farm Park in Walnut

Creek: 8am Registration/Check-in,

9am start time. For more information

call 1(800)344-4867 or email

sam.mcilraith@nmss.org.

The Moraga Women’s Society is

presenting an appointment-only

appraisal event by Michaan’s Auc-

tions from 4 to 7pm April 27, Holy

Trinity Cultural Center, 1700 School

St., Moraga. Certified appraisers are

donating their time as a public serv-

ice. Discover what your heirlooms or

garage sale treasures are worth! Six

certified appraisers will give verbal

appraisals for items from the follow-

ing categories: Fine Art, Furniture

and Decorative Art, Jewelry, Stamps

and Coins, Asian Art, and Miscella-

neous. Proceeds go to Moraga

Schools. For information call Jean,

(925)376-7961. For appointments,

call Tammie Chambless, (510)740-

0220.

Volunteer a few hours April 28-29

to learn about Sudden Oak Death,

and assist in the survey for infected

trees in areas of your choice. Train-

ing: Saturday, April 28, 10am-noon,

Garden Room of the Orinda Com-

munity Center. Learn about SOD, in-

cluding preventative measures, and

how to identify possibly infected

trees from UC expert and research

scientist Dr. Matteo Garbelotto. Col-

lect leaves during the rest of the

weekend from suspect trees during

times and in areas of your choice. For

information about SOD and results of

previous surveys visit

http://nature.berkeley.edu/garbe-

lotto/english/sodblitz.php.  Contact

William Hudson

(wllhh@ymail.com) for a reserva-

tion.  

CLUBS

Margaret Race, PhD. will discuss

her career working with NASA and

the SETI Institute at the next

AAUW/OML meeting Sunday, April

22, 3pm, Holy Trinity Serbian Ortho-

dox Cultural Center, 1700 School

Street, Moraga.

The Montelindo Garden Club will

host a lecture by Robin Stockwell

at 10:30am Friday, April 20 (lecture

on succulents is proceeded by a plant

sale and social hour starting at 9am),

Orinda Community Church, 10 Irwin

way, Orinda. Robin Stockwell is the

owner, grower and manager of Suc-

culent Gardens, a wholesale/retail

nursery in Castroville where Robin

cultivates over 400 varieties of qual-

ity succulent plants. 
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Please submit 
events to:

calendar@lamorinda
weekly.com

Not to be missed Not to be missed

Richard McLean: 
Master Artist Tribute IX

April 22 - June 17
at the NEW Saint Mary’s College Museum of Art 

more exhibits-
River of Words: Youth Poetry & Art in affiliation with The Library of Congress
Master Artists I - VIII: Wayne Thiebaud, Nathan Oliveira, Manuel Neri, Frank 
Lobdell, Ruth Bernhard, Stephen de Staebler, Carlos Villa, and Bert Monroy. 
William Keith: California Oaks

For information visit the museum website at 
stmarys-ca.edu/museum or  call 925.631.4379.

Museum Hours: Wednesdays – Sundays, 11 AM – 4:30 PM
Admission: $5 adults; K – 12 graders and members free

Sunday, April 22, 2pm
McLean in Conversation

Reception Following

Western Tableau with Rhodesian Ridgeback, oil painting on canvas, 48 x 70 inches, Louis K Meisel Gallery, NYC 

P040036 02/04      State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ), Bloomington, IL

Upcoming Special Events at:

Check www.lamorindatheatres.com for all movie listings

MORAGA MOVERS
MONTHLY CLASSICS

QUEEN'S SLUMBER PARTY

Wednesday, April 18, 4:30 PM
Rheem Theatre

The Talk of  the Town (1942)
Cary Grant, Jean Arthur, and Ronald Colman

Friday, April 20, 9:00PM
Rheem Theatre

It Came from 
Outer Space

CHILDREN OF A 
LESSER GOD

Saturday, April 14, 7:00PM
Orinda Theatre

Bunjo’s Comedy All Star Show 
@ the New Rheem  

Come see some of the best 
stand up comedians from the 

Bay Area and Beyond!
Saturday April 28 8:00 pm

(doors open at 7:00 pm)

Headliner- Samson Koletkar
The World’s Only Jewish

Indian Standup Comedian

Beer and Wine Bar!!
Tickets- $15 advance or $20 at the door.

For a limited time only, all regular movie 
tickets are $7 on Tuesdays.
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College Counselor Jan Russell is Back

www.choicesacc.com

Jan Russell retired a few years ago as director of college

counseling and teacher at The Athenian School in

Danville.  Loving the work she did for 23 years in the col-

lege admission planning and guidance profession, Jan de-

cided to keep herself busy by beginning an independent

consulting business in our community.  Information about

her professional background and educational philosophy

can be found on her web site.  Russell can be reached at

(510) 701-5247.  

New Development Next to Chef Chao

337 Rheem Boulevard, Moraga

Last summer, the Chao family, owner of the beloved Chi-

nese restaurant in the Rheem Valley, purchased the retail

space located directly next to their restaurant, where Mon-

dello used to operate.  They pondered what to do with it

for a while, but the cat’s now out of the bag as they applied

to open a cafe and a beauty salon.  No opening date has

been set.

Val Cook-Watkins Earns President’s Council Award

5 Moraga Way and 2 Theatre Square Ste. 211, Orinda

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage announced that

Val Cook-Watkins, managing broker of the company’s

Orinda office, has earned the President’s Council Award

for her office’s success in 2011. The designation is

awarded to the most successful managing brokers from

more than 750 national offices and is based on total profit,

return on revenue and mortgage usage categories.  A 40-

year Bay Area real estate veteran, Cook-Watkins has man-

aged the Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Orinda

office for more than 17 years and has received the coveted

President’s Council Award for the past 14.  Under her

leadership, the Orinda office was named a Coldwell

Banker Premier Office for 13 consecutive years.  Cook-

Watkins has also received the Manager of the Year award

and holds the distinguished Certified Residential Broker

and the Certified Residential Specialist designations. The

two Orinda downtown offices incorporate a team of 75

full-time real estate professionals 

Two Realtors Ranked Highest in Top Sales

5 Moraga Way and 2 Theatre Square Ste. 211, Orinda

Also from the same Coldwell Banker Orinda office, two

top-producing Lamorinda realtors have been ranked in the

top one percent of top producing agents in Northern Cal-

ifornia for 2011 sales.  Glenn Beaubelle (The Beaubelle

Group) and Elena Hood (The Hood Team) from Orinda

have outpaced more than 3,600 agents in Northern Cali-

fornia.  “The East Bay offices of Coldwell Banker Resi-

dential Brokerage are filled with the best and brightest in

local real estate,” said Rick Turley, president of Coldwell

Banker Residential Brokerage.  “To rise to the top of such

a distinguished group of professionals is a tremendous ac-

complishment.”

Alain Pinel Realtors Launches Newly Redesigned

Website

apr.com

Alain Pinel Realtors (APR) has launched their newly re-

designed website, apr.com, showcasing many new en-

hancements including expanded property search

capabilities, as well as a modern and sophisticated look.

The site’s expanded property search offers refinement op-

tions such as school district search, most recent listings,

and keyword search. Also featured are an open house

search of all MLS-listed properties in the Bay Area, an in-

ternational property search which offers the ability to find

homes worldwide, and an agent/office search which helps

consumers find the right agent and/or office for their

needs. “Our new site puts an unprecedented amount of in-

formation and resources in the hands of the online con-

sumer,” said Stephen Skinner, APR Vice President of

Technology.

News from the three Chambers of Commerce
Lafayette

•  Monthly Mixer at Lafayette Physical Therapy, Wednes-

day, April 11, 5:30 to 7 p.m., 3468 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Suite

#B110.

•  Social Media Workshop Wednesday, April 18, 8 to 9:30

a.m., Lafayette Library & Learning Center, 3491 Mt. Di-

ablo Blvd.   Create a Business Facebook Page! FREE to

Chamber Members ~ $15 for non-members RSVP: work-

shops@lafayettechamber.org

•  Ribbon Cutting for sewnow! fashion studio, Thursday,

April 12, 5 p.m., (new location) 3534 Golden Gate Way.

•  Ribbon Cutting for Mike Rose Auto Body, April 26, 5

to 5:30 p.m., 3430 Mt. Diablo Blvd. 

Moraga

Registration is opened for the 6th Annual Moraga Com-

munity Faire (scheduled for May 12). To register and re-

serve a booth, go to the Chamber’s web site:

Moragachamber.com or contact Ellen Beans at

ellen.beans@gmail.com. Still a few spots available on the

colorful 96-inch banner that will hang on Moraga street

light poles starting April 21. Download the flyer online at

moragachamber.org  or contact Jane Russell at JaneRus-

sell57@aol.com.  The car show also needs your antique

car. Please contact Brad Noggle at (925) 631-7000.

Orinda

Orinda Chamber Networking Mixer, Tuesday, April 17,

5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the Quarry House at Wilder.  The

evening will feature New Chamber Member Epicurean

Exchange & Chef/Owner Charles Vollmar.

A graduate of the California Culinary Academy in San

Francisco, he has been a practicing Chef Instructor, Culi-

nary Educator and Event Planner for over 16 years. Join

us as he demonstrates cooking seasonal dishes (with

recipes to take home) and introduces you to his company

and complete line of services. The Mixer will include a

food and wine social - “Best of Spring” seasonal cooking

demonstration, tasting buffet and beverages.

business briefs

If you have a business brief to share, please
contact  

Sophie Braccini at 
sophie@lamorindaweekly.com

Pimp My Ride!
By Sophie Braccini

How often do you hear of a ran-

dom act of kindness in this

tough world?  When it happens, it

seems almost too good to be true.

      

Lafayette’s Professional Automo-

tive owner David Watson has been

getting coffee at Starbucks every

morning at the same time every day.

That’s when he met Howard Hipkins.

“He frequents the same store at the

same time I do,” said Watson. “Suf-

fice to say, I kept seeing his car pull

in and noticed that it was in great need

of a paint job and a few other repairs.

As we continued to learn more about

each other, it came to me that this 90-

year-old sweetheart of a guy and char-

acter deserves a surprise.”

      

Since Professional Automotive

offers car detailing along with colli-

sion repair and vintage/classic restora-

tions, Watson offered to detail

Hipkins’ car – a beloved 1978

Oldsmobile Cutlass sedan that Hip-

kins has continuously driven since he

bought it brand new on April 26,

1978. “That year (1978) General Mo-

tors had a problem with the paint, and

my car was paint-less on the top and

back,” said Hipkins.  

      

What Watson didn’t tell Hipkins,

however, was that his car was going

to receive a full repaint, repair and de-

tail.  When he saw his car, Hipkins

was shocked and delighted.  The car

looked as beautiful as when he first

bought it nearly 34 years ago.  “Dave

(Watson) did it for my 90th birthday,”

said Hipkins.  “He did a beautiful job

on it.  It’s amazing!”

      

“Professional Automotive does

this a few times a year for various

people in need or randomly along the

lines of ‘Pimp My Ride’ to surprise

unsuspecting owners with a gift,” said

Watson.  

Sustainable Florist Opens in Orinda
By Sophie Braccini

Seasonal and locally-grown food

is now part of everyone’s ver-

nacular, if not something on every-

one’s dinner plate.  But using local

seasonal flowers for your home or

for your wedding?  That’s a rather

new concept, and it’s what Mitra

Misaghi is doing.  

      

An Orinda mom, with kids at Del

Rey and a background in interior de-

sign and flowers, Misaghi believes

supporting local flower agriculture is

important for the local economy and

for the planet.  In her newly opened

shop at 99 Brookwood, #2, in Orinda,

she offers flower arrangements for all

occasions using locally-grown flow-

ers 80 percent of the time.

      

“I was raised in Europe before

coming to this country,” said Mis-

aghi. ”I have a degree in architecture

and practiced before I had children.

After their birth I studied sustainable

business practices.  This raised my

awareness.  I decided to start with

one of my passions: flowers.”

      

Misaghi says that she shops

mostly with local flower growers.

“There are a lot of flower farmers

along the coast in Half Moon Bay or

Watsonville,” she said. “Life is hard

for them, but they produce some of

the most fresh and beautiful flowers

that have more character and are dif-

ferent with the change of the sea-

sons.”   Since our region has such a

wonderful climate, Misaghi can offer

interesting seasonal bouquets year-

round. 

      

Misaghi has experience with big

events as well as with designs that

will enhance the home.  Her store

can propose flower arrangements for

all occasions, as well as everyday

bouquets. “And we try to keep it af-

fordable.”

      

Misaghi likes contributing to a

more sustainable planet and practices

re-using and recycling in her busi-

ness.  “We have been spoiled,” said

the young mother. “We want all the

fruits and all the flowers all year long

without questioning where it comes

from and how it was produced.

Working where I live and where my

kids go to school is the best way I

have found to balance my work and

my family life.”

      

For more information, contact

her at (925) 255-5353.

From left: Arash Misaghi (brother), Sina Panah (son) and Mitra Misaghi 
infront of store Photo Andy Scheck

Photo provided

925-377-7711
www.techmommy.com

Serving the Bay Area’s Technology
Needs Since 1985

• Troubleshoot any PC problem.
• Help in plain English, not tech talk.
• Virus and spyware removal, system clean-up.
• Learn all of the software on your computer.
• Master e-mail, web searches, filing, attachments.
• Pre-purchase help for computers and electronics.
• Program iPod, cell phone, Blackberry, camera, GPS.
• Set-up and configure new computer, peripherals.
• Hardware upgrades, home network repairs.
• Learn the latest software back-up techniques.
• Personal training in your home, at your pace.

Fast Expert Computer Help
from techmommy!

*exp. 5-15-2012

“A High-tech Brain

with the Patience

of a Mother”

$25 OFF
one session*

“Over the years 
techmommy has been our computer 

savior and guru, untangling our hardware and
software problems with remarkable ease.

Thank goodness for techmommy. 
We would be lost without her!”

– Dan & Colleen, Moraga

Start Spring 
with a    

Clean Fast 
Computer!

Lamorinda Weekly business articles are intended
to inform the community about local business

activities, not to endorse a particular company,
product or service.

Lamorinda Weekly business articles are intended
to inform the community about local business

activities, not to endorse a particular company,
product or service.

Serving Homeowner Associations Since 1992

Creative Solutions for Your Association’s Challenges

� Complete Asset Management
� Accurate Reporting
� Innovative Problem-Solving Ideas
� Personal Attention, Great Service,

Timely Communications
� Enhance Communities by Team-Building
� Management Performance Standards

ACI
Association

Communications,
Inc.

533 Moraga Road, Suite 200 � Moraga, CA 94556
925.283.4900 � 925.376.4901 Fax

www.acihoa.com
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Kyle Davis
Mortgage Consultant/Owner/Partner

Lamorinda Resident Since 1995
DRE License #01111347/NMLS #274107

Direct: 925-314-5299
Kyle@Stonecastle-LHF.com

This is not a loan commitment, nor is it a guarantee of any kind. This comparison is based solely on estimated figures
and information available at the time of production. Interest rate is subject to borrower and property qualifying.

Stonecastle Land and Home Financial, Inc. is an Equal Opportunity Lender.

319 Diablo Rd., Ste 103 • Danville • CA DRE Lic. # 01327738, NMLS#280803

Fixed Rates to $417,000   Fixed Rates to $625,500
RATE             APR            RATE          APR

30 Year Fixed 3.99% 3.99% 3.99% 4.05%

15 Year Fixed 3.25% 3.25% 3.25% 3.35%

Dexter Honens II
REAL ESTATE BROKER

Office: (925) 253-2148

Cell: (510) 918-8911

Email: honens@pacbell.net
ASSOCIATES

R E A L   E S T A T E

RATES HAVE NEVER BEEN LOWER!
30 YEAR FIXED RATE TO

$2,000,000!
4.375% /4.500% APR

GREAT CONFORMING RATES!

“PROVIDING PREMIER LOAN PRODUCTS AND SERVICE FROM
THE MOST EXPERIENCED AND SOLUTION-ORIENTED

PROFESSIONALS IN YOUR COMMUNITY.”

Call 925-314-5299 for Today’s Quote!

Serving clients, friends and family in your neighborhood since 1989.

“Joe Ehrmann has had a tremendous impact on our team, 
helping us to develop championship men, on and off the fi eld.”

- Tony Dungy, former Head Coach, Indianapolis Colts

 familycenter
presents

If you have ever wondered 
what makes coaches and 
parents successful leaders 
beyond the “playbook,” this 
is for you. Former Baltimore 
Colts DT, Joe Ehrmann, will 
hold his thought provoking 
“InSideOut” Coaching 
seminar on Sunday, April 29 
at 6:00 p.m. 

�PARENTS    �GRANDPARENTS   �COACHES    �TEACHERS 
�ATHLETES of any age or skill level will benefit 

as Joe shares life-lessons beyond sports.

LOPC   l   49 Knox Drive   l   Lafayette CA 94549   l   LOPC.org

Register TODAY at LOPC.org               Space is limited.

lamorindaCampolindo Seniors to Play College Baseball
By Alex Kozela

Campolindo High School has had

its fair share of success the past

couple of years and baseball is on the

list of teams that truly make the

Cougars a powerhouse in high school

sports.

      

The two-time defending NCS

Champions have begun their current

season atop the DFAL standings with

a 3-0 record, 10-1-1 overall, demon-

strating extraordinary poise and expe-

rience, in large part because the

players know each other so well.

      

“We've kind of been with the

same guys the last two or three years

- some of us four years - and this year

is showing that chemistry can pay

off,” said senior pitcher James Mar-

vel, the reigning league MVP.

      

All of the team's starters are re-

turning varsity players. Twelve fresh-

men have played on varsity over the

last four years.

      

“For all the hard work they've put

in here [at Campolindo], they were

pretty good when they got here,” said

head coach Max Luckhurst. “It was a

learning curve to play varsity base-

ball, but they all played at a pretty

light level coming into high school.”

     

Of the 19 players on this year's

team, only four are seniors and will

move on to college after this sea-

son. While those four players will

be missed, the team's core won't

change, meaning a more mature

Cougars baseball team in the fu-

ture.

      

“The ones that are coming back

will have more experience, and the

younger guys are getting experience,

getting to be around older players to

learn from,” said Luckhurst. “The ex-

perience from playing some really

good teams is putting them in a posi-

tion to contribute next year.”

       

As for the four players that are

moving on, they have exciting college

careers ahead of them. Pitcher and first

basemen Marvel is headed to Duke,

outfielder Cole Rider is headed to Johns

Hopkins, while shortstop Josh Cushing

and catcher Austin Rei are slated to at-

tend the University of Washington.

       

Juniors on the team that have

signed letters of intent include Brett

Stephens (UCLA), Trent Shelton

(Oregon State), and Robbie Ten-

erowicz (Cal).

      

“It's just a cool experience to have

your dream of first playing high

school, then college, baseball come

true,” said Marvel.

      

“It's always your dream to play

some of the best competition in the

nation, so to get the chance to play at

a Pac-12 college is really exciting,”

added Rei, who said he knew he'd be

attending Washington the second he

stepped on campus.

      

Rei and Cushing, both four-year

players under Luckhurst, will carry

their friendship and familiarity with

one another from Moraga all the way

up the coast to Seattle.

      

“I know his strengths, I know his

weaknesses, he knows my strengths,

he knows my weaknesses,” said Rei.

“It's going to be nice because right

away you have someone to talk to.

There's always going to be a buddy

there for me.”

      

While there is a lot to look for-

ward to in the future, the players will

look to close out their time as Cougars

in winning fashion.

      

We walked in to the season with

one goal, to win our last game, that

being the NCS championship,” said

Cushing. “We're hoping to close it out

that way.”

      

Campo finished off second in the

DFAL standings, rival Acalanes, 12-1

before the break. They return to action

on April 17 when they host third-place

Dougherty Valley at 4 p.m.

We’re Not 
Comfortable 
Until You Are

George C Tuck, founder of  Atlas Heating Co. in 1908.

Heating and Air Conditioning Company
Since 1908 • CA Lic #489501 

Does your home have a heating, air conditioning 
or ductwork issue? Our know-how plus current 
rebates and specials make this a good time to 
get answers. We’ll come to your home days, 

evenings or weekends.
It’s time to get comfortable.TM

Half Day Camps & Classes on page C3-C7

Like clockwork, the start of high

school boys’ tennis seemed to

trigger the season’s rains. Now at the

midway point, having squeezed in

make-up matches between down-

pours, the three Lamorinda teams are

racing toward the championships. 

      

Defending DFAL champion

Campolindo is in a head-to-head battle

with cross-town rival Miramonte for

2012’s top DFAL spot.  Each team has

just one loss.  Toss in the dark horse,

Dougherty Valley, also recording one

loss, and a three-way battle for first is

underway.  Miramonte and Campo

have identical 6-1 records.  Acalanes

logged a win over Las Lomas making

their DFAL record 1-4.

      

The Mats enjoy a slight edge over

the Cougars overall record, boasting

a 15-1 record compared to Campo’s

14-2.  

      

Miramonte’s one loss came on

Thursday, March 22 when Campo

hosted the Mats in their first dual

match meeting of the season.  The

Mats took on Campo in an early sea-

son tournament and took a solid, 6-1

victory. Feeling confident, the Mats

hoped to defeat the Cougars in similar

fashion the second time around. The

Cougars had other ideas and took

home the 5-4 win.  

      

Head coach Petro Petreas was

pleased with the victory.  “The Mira-

monte match went exactly according

to plan; we won the matches I thought

we could win, and we had a shot in

the ones I thought we would lose. It

was nice to avenge our loss to Mira-

monte in a tournament early in the

season.”

      

On the other side, Miramonte

head coach Mike McCollom ex-

pected certain wins that didn’t mate-

rialize.  “Tennis is never the same. It’s

who shows up on a given day. It’s

highly unpredictable. Much respect to

Campo.”       

      

There were nine close matches

(see sidebar for results).  With the

conclusion of the #2 singles match,

the teams were tied 4-4.  

      

In that deciding match, all eyes

were on Miramonte senior Michael

Krakaris and Campo freshman Tilden

Oliver. Oliver pulled out that set 7-6

(7-5) and then the second set and

match, 6-2.  

      

Krakaris admitted, “I kept look-

ing for his weaknesses.  He had a

good day. It was a tough loss.”  Both

players handled the pressure with

class.  Krakaris confessed, “There

was definitely some pressure and I

knew it was the deciding match.  I just

played my game.”

      

Despite the loss, McCollom

couldn’t be happier with his team this

year.  “We are having an amazing sea-

son. Each class is remarkably strong

creating a real balance of talent.”  

      

Although the Mats lost a large

number of players to graduation last

year, the team gained five talented

freshmen.  McCollom looks forward

to staying strong in the coming years

seeing growth and improvement.  

      

“We have more depth, but lack of

experience. We keep getting better,”

said co-captain Trevor Rechnitz.

      

Like Miramonte, Campo lost four

top players to graduation last year, but

filled the vacancies with skilled fresh-

men. But unlike Miramonte, the

Cougars will lose another big group

of seniors again this year.  

      

Petreas recognizes the need to

take advantage of his current talent.

“We have to go for it this year. We

have the personnel, we just need to

step up and play good tennis when it

counts. Our league has gotten more

competitive, which will force us to be

extra serious about every match.”

      

Both teams are hoping to finish

well in DFAL and go into the NCS

tournament with a good seed. The ri-

valry continues on April 24 when Mi-

ramonte and Campo will meet again

in their final regular season match.

Miramonte, Campolindo Tennis Teams
Neck-and-Neck for DFAL’s Top Spot
By Marissa Harnett

Results of Miramonte at Campolindo:
Singles
L. Bohhuslav (M) d. M. Tsvetkov (C) 6-2, 6-2
T. Oliver (C) d. M. Krakaris (M) 7-6 (7-5), 6-2
McCormick (C) d. P Martin (M) 6-4, 6-4
H. Aasman (C) d. T. Rechnitz (M) 6-1, 6-3
L. Boersma (M) d. N. Elliott (C) 6-2, 6-0
A. Lilichenko (M) d. P. Rei (C) 6-4, 6-2

Doubles
A. Tan/K. Rechnitz (M) d. Limino/Howard (C) 6-1, 6-3
Tobin/Sienkicwicz (C) d. N. Weikert/B. Hummer (M) 6-3, 6-4
Weiner/Mano (C) d. D. Stein/L. Kelly (M) 6-3, 6-2 

Divers Compete in Dual Meet
Submitted by Marie Estorge

Divers from Campolindo,

College Park, Las Lomas,

Acalanes and Miramonte

(CLAM) hosted a dual dive meet

with San Ramon High School and

Monte Vista High School on

March 29. Acalanes’ Kate Seper-

ack took first place in the girls’

junior varsity competition.

Athlete School Division Total Points Place
Girls - Junior Varsity
Kate Seperack ACAL JV 171.25 1
Addison Naton CAMPO JV 152.35 2
Girls - Varsity
Maren Kjell Campo V 400.90 1
Fiona Caufield MVH V 388.00 2
Morgan Matranga Campo V 376.35 3
Carley Roberts Miramonte V 263.65 4
Boys - Varsity
Asher Lichtig Acalanes V 424.90 1

From left: Austin Rei, Josh Cushing, James Marvel and Cole Rider Photo A. Scheck
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Mother, Son
Earn Gold
Medals
Submitted by Thomas

Westernoff

Karate team members of the

Karate & Fitness Place USA,

Arleen Thomas and her son, Kai, re-

turned home from the 2012 Lone

Wolf Karate Gold Cup Champi-

onships in Albany, California, on Sat-

urday, March 10 with three first place

medals. Arleen earned first place in

Kata and Weapons. Kai earned first

place Kata. 

Arleen Thomas and her Son Kai
Photo provided

Riders Jump into Spring Success
Submitted by Heather O’Donnell

The hunter-jumper show season has begun

in California and local horsewomen have

enjoyed early wins. Marieka Maesen, a Camino

Pablo third grader riding for Redwood Ranch,

entered the Skye Valley Hunter-Jumper Show in

Castro Valley on March 25th.  Maesen and her

pony, Bam Bam, won seven ribbons in eight

judged classes on the cross rail and 1'6", includ-

ing one first place, one second, four fourths and

one fifth.   

      

Hannah O'Toole, an eighth grader at Orinda

Intermediate School, also rode for Redwood

Ranch at the Skye Valley show. O’Toole and her

Connemara pony, Tallula, won two first places,

one second and one fourth in her 2'6" Hunter

Jumper division.  O’Toole also won overall Re-

serve Champion in the 2'6" division, including

a small cash prize sponsored by Western Sad-

dlery.   

      

Gabrielle Cirelli, a tenth grade Bentley

student from Moraga, riding for Shady Lane

Farm, travelled to Thermal, California to ride

in the HITS Desert Circuit over Feb 28-

March 11. Gabby and her horse, Famko,

placed sixth in the $1000 Lamborghini Chal-

lenge Child/Adult Jumper Classic and sixth

out of 44 horses in the Marshall & Sterling

Child Jumper Classic. Cirelli also placed in

five additional 15-and-under Jumper classes

with third, fourth, fifth, sixth and eighth place

finishes. 

Marieka Maesen and Bam Bam Photos provided

Gabby Cirelli on Famko

Lamorinda Boasts CYO Basketball Champions
Submitted by Lisa Dirito

From left, back row: Steven Dunn, Scott Kontny, Eric Schueler; Front row: Jack
Stone, Chris Rogers, Ian Archer, Charlie Koch, Tim Kobolasky, Garrett Dunn,
Justin Bocks, Carson Kontny, Will Schueler.

St. Perpetua’s fifth grade boys’ team won the Dioceses championship. The

boys’ defeated Christ the King. In order to qualify for the championships,

the team fought back from down 20 points to Santa Maria in the semi-finals. 

From left, back row: Colin Fogarty, Nico Brightbill, Nathan Edwards, Wyatt Nevins,
Brendan Supple; front row: Coach Tim Fogarty, Jackson Taylor, Ryan Shaw, Wyatt Wil-
son, Joey Christensen, Coach Doug Edwards.

St. Perpetua’s eighth grade boys’ National team won the Regional Tour-

nament of Champions on March 10, in Brentwood. The tournament in-

cluded winners from West Diablo, East Diablo, Misson Valley and South

Alameda County Dioceses.

Submitted by Dawn Brightbill

Submitted by Tom Stack

Submitted by Jana Perry

The St. Perpetua's seventh grade boys’ #1 team won the Diablo West Na-

tional League Championship this season. After finishing 8-2 in the regular

season, they knocked off the 10-0 St. Perpetua’s #3 team in the semi-finals, then

shut down the 11-0 St. Mary's squad from Walnut Creek to take home the trophy. 

Back Row, from left : Coach Ron Concepcion, Ryan Jeter, Kaleo Nelson, Je-
remy Gundersen, Luke Campo, Billy Woolsey, John Campo; front row: Will
Weaver, Ian Concepcion, Tommy Raftis. Not pictured:  Coaches Jeffrey
Weaver, Jay Jeter & Kin Robles. 

St. Monica’s Spartans fifth grade boys’ basketball team competed in the

prestigious Oakland Diocese 2012 CYO NIT-Tournament of Champions

in Brentwood. Many of the top teams throughout the diocese went head-to-

head in a single elimination tournament to determine who would be "Top

Dog.” The Spartans ran the table and finished as Champions by wining in the

final game, 21-19 over a formidable Santa Maria team from Orinda.

Submit stories to 
sportsdesk@

lamorinda
weekly.com

Lamorinda Rugby Bay South
Conference Champion
Submitted by Doug McKinley

Lamorinda varsity gold rugby pulled off

an upset win to take the Bay South

Conference Championship. On March 23,

ranked #20 by Rugby Magazine, Lamorinda

defeated #2 San Francisco Golden Gate

(SFGG). 

      

SFGG led at the half, 10-8. Lamorinda

came into the second half with a revived in-

tensity and quickly scored three tries in ten

minutes, giving them a 27-10 lead. 

      

With just 11 minutes to play, Lamorinda

had a commanding 34-10 lead. SFGG re-

fused to go down quietly and scored two

more times before time ran out. Still, Lam-

orinda held on to win 34-22. 

      

The team traveled to Argentina over

spring break and returned on April 10. They

will compete in the playoffs on April 26. 

Photo Karen Drinkwater

Moraga Baseball Association Box
Scores
March 10

Bronco Division:

Orinda Angels 12, Moraga Yankees 8
Angels Highlights:  Max Levy, 2-for-4, 1 RBI, 1

R; Andrew Hoff, 1-for-2, 3 R; Jayson Fern-

bacher, 1-for-3, 1 RBI, 1 R.

Yankees Highlights: Kyle Leuteneker, 3-for-3;

Jake O’Balle, 1-for-2, 1 RBI, 2 R; Quinn

Finnane, 1-for-3, Dbl, 2 RBI.

Mustang Division:

Cardinals 9, Giants 5
Cardinals Highlights: Max Weaver, 4-for-4, 2B,

2 RBI; Brady Manz, 2-for-4, HR, 2 RBI; Xander

Goldman, 1-for-2, 2B, 2RS.

Giants Highlights: Kellan Clancy, 2-for-3, 2B,

1RBI; Michael Holloway, 2-for-3, 3B, 1RBI;

Charlie Craig, 2-for-3, 1 RBI, 1 RS.

Pinto Division:

A's 17, Cubs 13
A’s Highlights: Adam Harper, 4-for-4, 3 RS, 2

RBI; Dylan Rusconi, 2-for-4  2 RS; Luca Rago,

4-for-4, 1 2B 3 RS; Mason Fara, 3-for-3, 3 RBI

1 RS; Sebastian Aguirre, 2-for-3,  1 RBI, 2 RS.

Cubs Highlights: Quinn Panos, 4-for-4, 4 RS;

Connor Fritch, 3-for-4 1 3B, 3 RS; Cooper Lena-

han, 3-for-3 1 2B, 2 RS; Duke Okamura, 2-for-

3 2 RS.

Pirates 22, Giants 13
Pirates Highlights: Jack Williams, 4-for-4, 2 RBI;

Xavier Esquer, 3-for-4, 4 RBI;  Julia Ortega, 4-

for-4, 2 RBI; Sal Meehan, 4-for-4.

Giants Highlights: Jack Erickson-King, 2-for-3,

4 RBI; Scott Linden, 3-for-3, 2 RBI; Luke Mc-

Curdy, 3-for-3, 1 RBI; Nate Powers, 3-for-3, 1

RBI; Evan Louis, 3-for-3, 1 RBI.

March 3, 2012

Pinto Division:

Pirates 13, Yankees 12
Pirates Highlights:  Julia Ortega, 4-for-4, 3 2Bs,

2 RS, 2 RBI; Dylan Wilkalis, 3-for-3, 2 2Bs,

RBI, RS; Ryan Kang, 2-for-3, 2RS.

Yankees Highlights:  Ben Jules, 3-for-3, HR, 4

RBI, 2 RS; Tyler Kivelson, 3-for-3, 2 RBI, RS;

Jack Beaty, 2-for-3, 2 RS.

Lafayette Little
League
Submitted by Todd Bequette

Majors Division
White Sox 7  Phillies 3

The White Sox surged past the Phils behind

the solid pitching of Colin Kuiken, Nikki

Wixsom, and Michael Bone.  Nick David-

son and Tommy Hawkins also turned in bril-

liant defensive plays to snuff out Philly

rallies.

White Sox 2  Indians 0

The Sox continued their winnings ways

with a shutout of the Tribe. Hawkins scored

the winnings run with a daring steal of

home. Daniel Flaherty, Jake Finegold, Wix-

som and Bone combined for a three-hit

shutout.  For the Indians, Matt Burns con-

tinued his torrid hitting streak with a triple

off the wall in left-center.

AAA Division
Orioles 15  Cubs 7

The hot-hitting Birds clubbed the Cubs last

Saturday.  In a losing effort, Jack Franz was

perfect at the plate, going three-for-three

with two runs batted in.  Will Easley starred

on the mound. He did not allow an earned

run in two innings. The game was called due

to darkness after five innings.
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Part 2,   Half-Day Camps & Classes   (Part 1, full-day and overnight camps, was published on March 14, 2012)

presented by Lamorinda Weekly

half-day 

camps & classes
6th Annual 

Summer Camp
Guide

Academy of Language and Music Arts/ ALMA 
(Orinda)

Private lessons in all instruments, including guitar/piano/drums/
band instruments/strings/ & voice; private lessons in languages, in-
cluding Italian, French, Spanish, Chinese, Japanese, ESL; Special
summer group classes and performing ensembles, including Rock
Combo, Jazz Combo, Vocal Ensemble, Drum Circle, Theatre & Acting
Skills. All ages and levels are welcome; located at 99 Brookwood Rd.,
Orinda.  Dr. James Fiatarone, Director.
Dates:  various dates and times available
Phone: (925) 254-5056; (925) 254-5053
Website: www.alma-leap.com

Bones and Bridges Creative Writing Camp 
(Lafayette)

Award-winning author Ruth Gender inspires upper-
elementary students who enjoy writing to explore new ways
to write, develop skills, and illustrate their work in a small
group setting located in downtown Lafayette. 
Dates: (Session one) June 18-22, 10am-noon; (Session two)
July 9-13, 10am-noon

Phone: (510) 525-7853
Website: www.ruthgendler.com

Chow Bella Kids Cooking Camp 
(Lafayette)

Kids ages 7 and up will explore their culinary creativity, share
fantastic meals with new friends, and discover the
wonderful world of food. Session includes all ingredients,
materials, recipe binder, apron, chef hat.  Located at 584
Glenside Drive, Lafayette.  E-mail: elaine@chowbella.net 
Dates:  various dates and times available

Phone: (925) 878-9932
Website: www.chowbellakids.net

Specialty Camps and Classes

financial aid avail able

SUMMER 2012  

PERFORM AT BERKELEY REP

SUMMER

THEATRE

INTENSIVE

GRADES 6–12

BERKELEYREP.ORG/SUMMERINTENSIVE 

C ALL 510 647-2972

berkeleyrep.org/school

TEEN
ACTORS

STUDIO
GRADES 9–12

WWW.ORINDAACADEMY.ORG
“INSPIRING SUCCESS – FULFILLING POTENTIAL”

College Prep for Students (Grades 6-12)
– Accepting applications for Fall 2012 and Summer School–

Summer School June 18 - August 3
Math, English, US History, Spanish, Middle and High School Prep,

American Sign Language and English as a Second Language
(925) 254-7553

OPEN HOUSE APRIL 18TH 7-9 P.M.

Fashion Design & 
Sewing Camps

NEW LOCATION: sewnow! 3534 Golden Gate Way, Lafayette  (925) 283-7396  info@sewnow.com

Learn new skills, reinforce math, express your creativity and have lots of fun!
 

Design and make your own unique fashion items: totes, skirts, robes, dresses, hoodies, beach bags, 

swimsuits, quilts and more.  Special camps for: Teens Only and Juniors (2nd/3rd Grade)

Kids & Teens - Beginner to Advanced - Half or Full Day - Spring & Summer

For more information drop-in, call, or visit: www.sewnow.com
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Learn to Row Crew! 
Our summer program is designed to provide an 
enjoyable but very real introduction to the great 
sport of rowing. We use these introductory camps 
as a recruiting program for all of our rowing teams. 
They provide excellent training for beginning rowers 
in rowing technique, teamwork, physical fitness and 
endurance. Within a week rowers will gain enough 
skill to row their first race on the Oakland Estuary, 
which is guaranteed to be an exciting experience 
one way or another!

One Week Introductory Sessions (9 am – 12 am)

 
 have completed a prior one week introductory 
 session or our middle school program

Ideal for students entering 

Learn More & Sign Up!
www.oaklandstrokes.org

Oakland Strokes
Summer Rowing Camps 
Rowing Camps for Boys and Girls Ages 12 – 17

Oakland Strokes
Summer Rowing Camps 
Rowing Camps for Boys and Girls Ages 12 – 17

(8:30 - 11:30am)
June 11 - 15

June 18 - 22 (Advanced* 10am - 1:30pm)

June 25 - 29 (Advanced* 10am - 1:30pm)

July 30 - Aug 3

Aug 6 - 10 (Advanced* 10am - 1:30pm)

Art Instruction for Children & Adults

• The Young Artist • Cartooning • Watercolor
• Acrylics • Pastels & Mixed Media 

• Teen Open Studio • Wild Things • Adventures in Art
• Create with Clay • Art of Drawing 

Ask about 

Birthday Parties

Summer Classes Start 6/18
Sign Up Now!

(925) 299-1515  •  www.theart-room.com
50 Lafayette Cir., Lafayette

Summer’s Coming – What Will Your Kids Be Doing?
Maybe you are just looking for a week here and

there to broaden your child’s horizons – give

them an opportunity to learn something new, have an

adventure, take a hike…you may find just what

you’re looking for in our annual Summer Camp

Guide (our Full Day Camp Guide appeared in our

March 14 issue:

www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue601/pdf/La

morinda-Summer-Camps-2012_full-day.pdf). If your

child’s summer plans include sleeping in or days filled

with swim team, the half-day camps and classes in

this issue will give those water-wrinkled fingers a

chance to dry out and might even convince sleepy-

head to get up and try something new! 
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June 18 - June 29, 2012

Accepting applications through June 8, 2012

Summer 
Riding Camp

Learn to ride, care for horses - ponies. 
Ages 51/2 - 13         Week-long sessions starting on:
June 18 & 25, July 9, 16 & 30, Aug. 6

Full Day $570 or Half Day $415

camps@rancho-del-lago.com      925.370.6439
www.rancho-del-lago.com

Orinda Academy 
(Orinda)

Students may take two semester classes or one full-year class from
the courses listed in the following subject areas: Algebra I, Geometry,
Algebra II, English for all grades, U.S. History, Spanish (all levels), Art,
Music, Middle School and High School Prep. Personalized
instruction with 9:1 student-to-teacher ratio. Orinda Academy
classes meet state requirements for credit and are UC-approved.   
Dates: Two 17-day sessions: June 20-July 12 and July 14-Aug. 5
(9am-1pm).  
Phone: (925) 254-7553 x 305   
Website: www.orindaacademy.org

Ocean Adventures 
(Orinda)

Enrichment Program Ocean Adventures!  An exciting
curriculum designed to allow children (K-5th grade) to look
on and under the world’s seas!  Program includes skill and
appreciation development in the visual and performing arts,
building, modeling, drawing, zoology, botany, geology,
woodworking, and much more!  
Dates: June 18-July 13, 9am-noon.
Phone: Orinda Parks & Recreation (925) 254-2445
Website: www.cityoforinda.org

Sewnow! Fashion Design 
(Lafayette)  

Learn fashion design and sewing at sewnow! fashion studio
(3534 Golden Gate Way, Lafayette). We offer a variety of one-
week camps for juniors (2nd & 3rd grade), kids, and teens.
Have fun, learn new skills and walk away with unique
personalized fashion items. Camps include workbook,
fabrics, notions, computerized custom-fit patterns, and
custom embroidery. Email: info@sewnow.com 
Dates: June-August
Phone: (925) 283-7396
Website: www.sewnow.com

Shakespeare For Kids 
( Lafayette)

Two-week camp for kids ages 6-14 interested in singing,
dancing or acting in short Shakespeare scenes, and more.
Tudor faire, feast and dramatic production
for families at the grande finale, 7pm, July 20!
Dates: July 9-20, 9:30am-12:30pm 
Website: www.Shakespeareforkids.us

Summer Bridge Math 
(Moraga)

This program, intended to be both fun and educational, is
designed to reinforce previous math concepts, while
introducing future ones.  Manipulatives and interactive
problem solving will be a part of each session. Groups will
consist of no more than seven students and will meet four
times over the summer.  Mr. Lorie will lead the sessions.
Dates:  various dates and times are available
Website: www.lorietutors.com

Specialty Camps and Classes ... continuedThank you Advertisers!
Lamorinda Weekly.

5745 Redwood Road
Oakland, CA 94619

Phone: 510.531.0262
Fax: 510.531.0211

www.redwoodranchstables.com

Redwood Ranch
Spring/Summer

Riding Camp 2012

2012 Riding
Camp Dates
SPRING BREAK
April 9-13

SUMMER 2012

Aug 27-31

Did we miss your favorite camp?
On May 23 we will list all full day, half day camps and classes. 
Reach 60,000+ in Lamorinda and advertise with us. 
Call (925) 377-0977 or email wendy@lamorindaweekly.com.

Horse Power Summer Camp
Build Confidence, Leadership, Partnership!

Horse lovers 8-18 years old
Day camp July 23-August 3

www.TrailstoSuccess.com
contact jesspinto.trails@gmail.com
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& Teen Academies

CREATE VIDEO GAMES!
DEVELOP iPHONE® APPS!

PROGRAM ROBOTS!
MAKE MOVIES!

UC Berkeley
Santa Clara
UCLA

St. Mary’s
Stanford
Yale

60+ UNIVERSITIES. AGES 7-18.

www.internalDrive.com1-888-709-TECH (8324)

FOR REGISTRATION FORMS, CONTACT:
925/280‐3950 x‐5163, kmacy@acalanes.k12.ca.us

or download registration form at campofootball.com

DATES:   July 9 thru July 20 (M – F)
TIMES:   1:30 – 5:00 P.M.
FEES:      $320 (T‐shirt included)

EST.                  1996

 

Summer Junior   
Tennis Camps    

with  

 Lynne Rolley  
 

 Weekly Sessions 
    9 a.m. – 12 p.m.        

   June 11th to August 24th
 

    ALL levels of play are welcome 
  Grouped by Age & Ability 

 

NEW afternoon & evening sessions coming! 

�    Non Members Welcome    � 
Learn from the Best at the Best ! 

www.berkeleytennisclub.org � lynne.btc@sbcglobal.net   
510-841-9023 
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The Art Room 
(Lafayette) 

Students enjoy the creative process 
while learning art skills in a nurturing
environment. Our goal is to achieve a
balance between process and product
while building self-esteem and a 
love of art! 
Come have fun with us! 
Dates: Our flexible summer program starts
June 18. 

Phone: (925) 299-1515 
Website: www.TheArt-Room.com

Rancho del Lago 
(Briones) 

Rancho del Lago’s riding camp teaches
classical riding for beginning and
intermediates riders in a safe environment
with gentle horses and ponies.  Two riding
sessions a day, horse care, crafts and a show
create a fun exciting week.   We have many
repeat campers!
Dates:  Six one-week sessions  

Phone: (925) 370-6439  
Website:  www.rancho-del-lago.com

Sienna Ranch 
(Lafayette)

Lamorinda’s own ranch camp experience.
Camp choices include activities in nature
immersion, primitive arts, survival skills,
horse riding and care, farm animal
interaction, archery, carpentry, and more!
Serving campers ages 4-14, Sienna Ranch
offers week-long, full-day or half-day camp
options.   All adult, professional staff and
amazing, convenient location.
Dates: various dates and times available
Phone: (925) 283-6311
Website: www.siennaranch.net  

DON's Camp 2012 
(Lafayette)

The Acalanes coaching staff invites incoming
3rd-8th graders to be the very best football
players you can be. At our camp you will learn
skills, techniques, rules and how to perform to
the best of your ability. There are daily camp
awards and all athletes receive a T-shirt. 
Non-contact, $125. Contact Head Coach Mike
Ivankovich.
Dates: June 18-20, 9am-noon

Email: mivankovich@acalanes.k12.ca.us

Lindsay Wildlife Museum Science Camp 
(Walnut Creek)

Enjoy new adventures with live animals,
science experiments, crafts. Held in the
museum's large air-conditioned
community room, two private classrooms,
and outdoors in adjacent Larkey Park. Four
weekly half-day sessions include Creepy
Crawly Critter Camp (ages 4-6), Getting
Down to Earth & Animal Adaptations (ages
6-9), and Wildlife Hospital Behind the
Scenes (ages 10-12). 
Dates: See website for dates, times and fees.
Phone: (925) 935-1978
Website: www.wildlife-museum.org

Roughing it - Hello Horse Camp 
(Lafayette)

Part of the Roughing It Family of Camps.
One-week, half-day introductory western
riding camp.  Beginning riding lessons and
horsemanship, animal care, crafts and
more!  Designed for busy families that
cannot attend our full-day horse programs. 
Dates: various dates available from 2:15-
5:15pm   

Phone: (925) 283-3795
Website: www.roughingit.com/horse

Trails to Success 
( Briones)

Build confidence and leadership skills at the
“School of Horsology:” a Horse Power Summer
Camp for children ages 8-18 who want to take
their riding and horsemanship skills to the next
level. Learn the psychology behind horse
behavior, earn their trust and respect, and
become a true partner with your horse!  We will
foster confidence, personal insight and effective
leadership skills on the ground and in the saddle.
Email: jesspinto.trails@gmail.com  
Dates: July 23-Aug. 3 
Website: www.TrailstoSuccess.com 

Football Camp 
(Moraga)

The Cougar Youth Football Camp, directed
by Head Coach Kevin Macy, for grades 4-8
will run from July 9 through July 20, 1:30-
5pm at Campolindo High School.  All
equipment is supplied,    t-shirt is included.
Registration forms can be found at
campofootball.com. 

Phone: (925) 932-1579

Summer Tennis Camps with Lynne Rolley 
(Berkeley)

Berkeley Tennis Club -no membership
required: ages 4-18. We welcome ALL
player levels & will be grouped accordingly.
NEW afternoon & evening sessions coming!
Quick Start Program for 10 and under.
Email: lynne.btc@sbcglobal.net
Dates: June 11–Aug. 24, weekly sessions
(M-F) 9am - noon. 

Phone:  (510) 841-9023
Website: www.berkeleytennisclub.org 

Oakland Strokes 
(Oakland)

The Oakland Strokes summer program is a
half-day summer camp.  It is offered five
weeks during the summer.  The program is
open to any child 6th through 12th grade.
The program is a “learn to row” program,
focused on taking kids from never rowing,
to being proficient.  We teach the basics
and include conditioning in our program.
E-mail: oaklandstrokes@gmail.com
Dates: various dates and times available

Website: www.oaklandstrokes.org

Specialty Camps and Classes ... continued

HORSE/FARM CAMPS

SPORTS CAMPS

You may download our 
Summer Camp Guide:  

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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At Wild Times Summer Science Camp, 
your young naturalist will marvel, laugh and learn with  

new adventures every day—live animal encounters,  
fun science experiments, games, stories and crafts.

Weekly half-day sessions for ages 4–12. 

Learn more and register today at www.wildlife-museum.org

LOOK. TOUCH.

DISCOVER.

1931 FIRST AVENUE
W A L N U T  C R E E K
9 2 5 - 9 3 5 - 1 9 7 8
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Hands-On Learning ‘New
Normal’ for Summer Camps
Galileo Summer Quest Program Opens in Lafayette

Kids are benefiting from focused curricula in

today’s summer camps, whether they are

building advanced robotics, or cooking gourmet

meals, there is something exciting to learn for kids

of every age.  And camps are utilizing the most

advanced systems and techniques that give stu-

dents an understanding of what they can accom-

plish in the world.

     

This year, Galileo Summer Quest, which em-

powers campers to try their hands at real-world

skills such as Web Design, Fashion Design and

Digital Filmmaking, is opening several new loca-

tions in the Bay Area, including one at Stanley

Middle School in Lafayette. The camp gives en-

tering fifth- through eighth-graders a chance to

work with industry mentors who will guide them

as they learn specific skills.  

     

“Having a singular focus for middle-schoolers

is important,” said Kellee Quane, Camp Director

of Galileo Summer Quest in Lafayette.  “The

campers are at a developmental stage where they

want to explore things in detail and create some-

thing original and innovative. In Fashion Design,

for example, we teach them how to design, use

sewing machines and put on a fashion show -- all

within a week! Having that depth of focus really

helps the campers to complete their week-long

majors with projects they love.” 

     

Digital photography students  use tools of the

trade such as DSLR cameras, studio lighting kits

and Adobe Photoshop Elements 6, learn to plot,

shoot, polish and present their work, for example.

Go-Kart Maker students begin with a go-kart kit

as their foundation, learn how to safely use key-

hole and straight cut saws, power drills, sandpaper,

rasps and files to construct your kart and its

wheels, steering column, axles and hubs. Students

work with fellow crew members to test and re-

design their kart, then use semi-gloss acrylic

paints to customize it.

     

“We focus on using technology as a tool that

allows campers to express themselves more fully,”

said Glen Tripp, Founder and CEO of Galileo

Learning. “But the key goal is empowering kids

to turn their ideas into reality, and we do that with

both our high-tech and low-tech subject matters.”

     

Campers immerse themselves in developing

their own personal project, while cultivating the

skills, knowledge and confidence to make their

ideas reality. “Technology is infused into the cur-

riculum,” Quane said. “Technology helps make

this camp different from more traditional camps.” 

     

When kids collaborate to complete a meaning-

ful project, they build their confidence and ability

to create something special, added Tripp. “The

project becomes a metaphor for larger life chal-

lenges.”

     

This summer, Galileo will also operate the

Chabot Space & Science Camp at the Chabot

Space & Science Center in Oakland, featuring

hands-on space, science and technology classes

for rising third- through seventh-graders.  Galileo

is also operating The Tech Summer Camps, hands-

on science and technology classes for incoming

fourth- through eighth-graders, at The Tech Mu-

seum in San Jose. For more information or to en-

roll, call 1-800-854-3684 or visit

www.galileo-learning.com. 

– J. Wake

With a hand from camp staff, campers test go-karts
they create at Galileo Summer Quest. 

Photo Galileo Learning
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Camp Saklan

ages 6 to 10
Explorers

Mini Campers 
ages 3 to 5

Located on The Saklan School

campus in Moraga

Open to the public
9 weekly sessions:

June 11 - August 10

Themes include: Moving Through Moraga,

Love Lafayette, Beautiful Berkeley, 

Welcome to Orinda, Outrageous Oakland,

Sunny San Francisco, Wild About Walnut

Creek, Cruising Through Concord/Pleasant

Hill and Breezing Through Benicia/Vallejo

Full Day & Half Day Programs

Early Registration Deadline:

April 1, 2012

Registration is Open!

Visit our website to

register today!

www.saklan.org
925-376-7900

Think Creatively • Act Compassionately • Live Courageously
1678 School Street, Moraga, Ca 94556 • T:925-376-7900 • F:925-376-1156 • www.saklan.org 

Skills
Lifefor
Since 1961

Open Year-Round • Sign up now!

925-283-2100 • www.ShermanSwim.com
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• Private Swim Lessons, Year-Round
• Protected Warm Environment
• Classes in 90°-92° Water
• Diving Lessons    • Parties too!
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Sherman Swim School 
(Lafayette)

A tradition since 1961, Sherman Swim School is a
family business in Lafayette which has taught
swimming to over 38,000 students and has pro-
duced numerous diving champions.   Our teach-
ers love to work with children and receive
extensive in-water training. The combination of
one-on-one instruction with patient, encourag-
ing teachers, and extremely comfortable water
(90°-94°), creates an ideal learning environment.
Voted "Best of the East Bay,” Diablo Magazine.
Dates:  various dates and times available
Phone: (925) 283-2100 
Website: www.shermanswim.com

SMC Summer Camps 
(Moraga)

SMC offers 30-plus sports camps on one of
the most picturesque campuses on the
West Coast. Saint Mary's offers boys and
girls Overnight, Day, Team, and
Specialty Camps for ages 4-18. Summer
2012 offers All Sports, Baseball,
Basketball, Golf, Lacrosse, Soccer, Softball,
Tennis and Volleyball. Email:
smccamps@stmarys-ca.edu
Dates: various dates and times available
Phone: (925) 631-4FUN (4386)
Website: www.smcgaels.com, click "camps"

Stars' Basketball Academy for Girls 
(Lafayette)

High school coaches Clay Kallam (Bentley),
Kelly Sopak (Miramonte), Elgin Leslie
(Campolindo) and Dan Middleton
(Northgate) will run a series of camps at the
Bentley School this summer. E-mail:
clayk@fullcourt.com
Dates: High school camp, June 11-15 and
June 18-22 (two one-week sessions) 11-
1pm; Youth camps, June 11-15, June 25-29
and July 16-20 (1-3pm).
Phone: (925) 935-7370    
Website: www.calstars.org/page/show/
86855-stars-basketball-academy

Tennis Camp -Moraga Valley Swim and
Tennis Club (Orinda)

This three-hour program from 11:30am-
2:30pm includes tennis instruction from
USPTA certified coaches and a swim/ lunch
period with fun and games.  Hourly classes
are also available.  
Scott Borowiak USPTA Certified Coach. 
Dates: Weekly sessions June 11- July 10

Phone: (925)284-1102
Website: WWW.mvptennis.org

Camp Saklan 
(Moraga)

Located on the campus of The Saklan School
in Moraga, activities are designed to
incorporate our mission to think creatively, act
compassionately and live courageously.
Camp programs and activities are lead by a
well-trained, dedicated staff in a caring, safe
environment. Weekly themes include Science,
Drama, Magic, Circus Arts, Lego Engineering,
Movie Effects, Swim Lessons and much more.
Dates: various dates and times available
Phone: (925) 376-7900
Website: www.saklan.org

Orinda Parks & Recreation 
(Orinda)

A variety of half-day camps offered for ages 3.5-
15: OK Camp, Enrichment Program – Ocean
Adventures, Art, Babysitting, Basketball, Bridge,
Carpentry, Chess, Chinese, Computer & Multi-
media, Cooking, Dance, Engineering (Lego &
Erector), Filmmaking, Flag Football, Golf,
Gymnastics & More, Jewelry Making, Lacrosse,
Music, Musical Theater, Rock ‘n’ Roll Band,
Science, Soccer, Multi-sports, Tennis, Theatre &
Circus Performing, Volleyball, and Writing Camps!
Dates:  various dates and times available
Phone: (925) 254-2445
Website: www.cityoforinda.org

City of Lafayette – Recreation Summer
Camps  (Lafayette)

Soccer - Cheerleading - Cooking -Dance -
Fencing - Jewelry Making - Theater -
Lacrosse - Mad Science - Spanish -
Engineering - LEGOS - Tennis -Critters N
Clay - Music - Robotics - Hip Hop - Game
Design - Basketball - Chess – and more!
Registration opens April 16.
Dates:  various dates and times available

Phone: (925) 284-2232
Website: www.LafayetteRec.org 

Moraga Parks & Recreation Summer
Camps  (Moraga)

Parks Make Life Better . . . and so do fun
summer camps!   A variety of camps are
offered through the Moraga Parks &
Recreation Department: Eurosoccer,
baseball, Moraga Sports Camp, magic,
cartooning, movie making, drama, flag
football, volleyball, jewelry making, cheer,
tennis,  SCUBA, fishing, and much more!
Registration is currently open.
Dates:  various dates and times available
Phone: (925) 888-7045
Website: www.moraga.ca.us 

SPORTS CAMPS ... continued

VARIETY CAMPS

The Lamorinda Weekly Summer Camp listings are not paid advertising.
Our intent is to provide a useful reference guide. In the event we have 

inadvertently printed misinformation please let us know. 
LW is not liable for errors or omissions.
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Save Gas 

Save Money 

Save Time
Shop your local McCaulou’s

Camp Lisa
Dogsitting

in my home
Lisa Gillett

1260 Bollinger Canyon Rd.
Moraga, CA 94556(925)631-1063

www.CampLisaMoragaandAussiesToo.com

Ken C. Young - Fine Art Images

Scenic Note Cards
Moraga and St. Mary’s

See many of 
my Note 
Cards at 

www.Kynotecards.com

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

Scott D. Lothamer, DDS
Moraga - 925-376-4602

1030 Country Club Drive

Providing Personalized Care 
through Quality Dentistry

Member: ADA • CDA • CCDS • AACD

MORAGA MOTORS
since 1981 in Moraga

Located on Moraga Road, Rheem Valley Shopping Center

530 Moraga Rd. • 925-376-0692
www.moragamotors.com

Professional Automotive
Service and Repair
Foreign and Domestic

Dr. Wm. Schwertscharf, O.D.
• Comprehensive Vision Testing 
• Eye Disease Diagnosis 
• Specialty Contact Lens Care 
• Finest Quality Eyewear and Sunglasses

1030 Country Club Drive, Ste. A
Moraga    •    (925) 376-2020

O P T O M E T R Y

925 - 377 - 1908

910 Country Club Dr.
Moraga

Now FREE WiFi - Internet!

Dirty House?

www.totalclean.biz
376.1004

$20
Eye Brow &

Lip Wax

* New clients only 
exp.  5/23/12

925.376.7222
508 Center Street, Moraga 

(in Rheem Valley Shopping Center)
Moraga’s Premier Salon

SKIN CARE & HAIR SALON

CA License:  #616357

376-3380   MORAGA
steven_thaw@yahoo.com

FREE  ESTIMATES   
IMPECCABLE  REFERENCES

located at the 
Moraga Shopping Center

925-376-1810

MORAGA GARDEN 
CENTER

Trees & Shrubs
Flowers & Vegetables

Soil Products & Fertilizers
Organic Products & Seeds

OFFI
CIAL

LAMP
ADJUSTING

STATION

BRAKE
ADJUSTING

STATION

OFFI
CIAL

Complete Auto Repair 
State of California Brake, Lamp & Smog Station

925-377-6020
450 Center St., Moraga (Rheem center-across from the Post Office)

OIL CHANGE
$29.95 + Hazmat + Tax

5 qts Premium 5/30 or 10/30
Oil + Filter - Most Vehicles

$39 SMOG
+ $8.25 Certificate

1995 or older $20 for 
EVAP Test may apply 
Most Sedans & SUV

WWW.RHEEMAUTO.COM

New hours:
 Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00
 Sat 9-5, Sun closed

www.theupsstorelocal.com/2291

Shipping
Copying, Finishing
Printing Services
Notary Services

Postal Services
Business Services
Live Scan 

Fingerprinting 

Our location:
1480 Moraga Rd, Ste l

Moraga, CA 94556-2005

Terry Wolff Stratton
HAIR STYLIST

CC & CO HAIR DESIGNS
910 Country Club Dr., Moraga

(925) 437-2076
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Karate Classes 
For the Whole Family 

925-376-3667 

Karate Classes 
For the Whole Family 

925-376-3667 

KARATE 
BENEFITS 

Karate Classes 
For the Whole Family 

925-376-3667 

• Self-Defense 
• Fitness 
• Art 
• Sport 
• Discipline 
• Better School 

Grades 
• LIFE SKILLS 

Karate Classes 
For the Whole Family 

925-376-3667 
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For the Whole Family 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Karate & Fitness Place USA 

1375 Moraga Way, Moraga 

925-376-3667 

Karate Classes 
For the Whole Family 

925-376-3667 

Karate Classes 
For the Whole Family 

925-376-3667 

Karate Classes 
For the Whole Family 

925-376-3667 

Rheem Valley Center  •  Moraga  •  (925) 376-8399

www.lafayettepet.com
Carrying everything you need for your pets!

Small Animal Grooming
Small Animal Boarding

Holistic Pet Food
Huge Selection of Toys &

Pet Accessories

Neutered

Rabbits

avail. here!

Visit our Booth at the
Moraga Community Faire

May 12th

For Discount Coupons

www.canyonconstruction.com build like it matters  |  since 1966

925 country club drive
moraga ca 94556
925.376.3486

Providing the market 
edge for you • Home Staging

• Color Consultation 
• Redesign,giving a fresh 

look with your own items

Nikolene Isely, 
MA, CSP,LGLS,IDS

Staging By Design
cell (925) 360-0947
www.stagerbydesign.com
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The Real Estate Q1 2012 in Review     ...read on page D6

A
couple of chick-

adees fed to their
little hearts’ con-

tent on a suet feeder, unaware
of the couple of humans, Bill
and Claire Gilbert, observing
them from their breakfast
nook. 

          

They flew away, soon to
be replaced by a woodpecker
and later a nuthatch.  Pigeons
arrived at the nearby bog for
their daily baths. A hawk
(Sharp-shinned) was once
spotted bathing in that gravel-
filled bog.  Attracting birds to a
backyard is a constant source
of pleasure and awe for those
who know how to do it.  Three
local garden owners, featured
in the May 6 Bringing Back the
Natives Garden Tour, share a
conviction that a native land-
scape is the most favorable to
attract our winged friends.

          

“Thirty years ago I went
to a class on birds taught at the
UC Berkeley Extension,” rem-
inisces Moraga gardener Al
Kyte.  

           

... continued on page D4
A Bewick's wren in Al Kyte’s garden Photos Al Kyte

Attracting Birds to the Native
Backyard
By Sophie Braccini 
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Lamorinda Foreclosures recorded
MORAGA
Wickham Drive, 94556, RWW Properties, 03-06-12, $834,200, 2820 sf, 5 bd

Lamorinda Home Sales recorded

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company.  Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax in-
formation shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five to eight weeks after such recording.  This information is obtained
from public county records and is provided to us by California REsource.  Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

City
LAFAYETTE 
MORAGA 
ORINDA

Last reported:
12
10
4

LOWEST  AMOUNT:
$275,000
$196,000
$786,000

HIGHEST   AMOUNT:
$1,699,000
$1,475,000
$1,195,000

LAFAYETTE
3649 Boyer Circle, $275,000, 2 Bdrms, 1014 SqFt, 1940 YrBlt, 3-15-12
1676 Foothill Park Circle, $1,135,000, 6 Bdrms, 3119 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 3-16-12; 

Previous Sale: $1,210,000, 09-26-06
693 Glorietta Boulevard, $725,000, 3 Bdrms, 1648 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 3-9-12; 

Previous Sale: $1,025,000, 04-06-07
1117 Hillcrest Drive, $749,000, 5 Bdrms, 2947 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 3-15-12; 

Previous Sale: $380,000, 07-17-96
1142 Martino Road, $1,140,000, 3 Bdrms, 2800 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 3-9-12; 

Previous Sale: $945,000, 04-28-03
881 Moraga Road, $513,000, 3-19-12
3211 Palomares Avenue, $750,000, 5 Bdrms, 2260 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 3-5-12; 

Previous Sale: $1,075,000, 06-06-07
1089 Rahara Drive, $1,699,000, 4 Bdrms, 3448 SqFt, 1939 YrBlt, 3-15-12; 

Previous Sale: $1,905,000, 05-26-05
3376 Ridge Road, $615,000, 3 Bdrms, 1728 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 3-13-12; 

Previous Sale: $235,000, 12-20-96
1167 Sierra Vista Way, $515,000, 3 Bdrms, 1406 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 3-14-12; 

Previous Sale: $311,000, 06-20-97
1108 Sunrise Ridge Drive, $1,185,000, 5 Bdrms, 3102 SqFt, 1996 YrBlt, 3-15-12; 

Previous Sale: $710,000, 01-14-00
40 Terra Teresa, $950,000, 5 Bdrms, 2877 SqFt, 1941 YrBlt, 3-19-12; 

Previous Sale: $1,150,000, 09-30-03
MORAGA

2063 Ascot Drive #216, $196,000, 2 Bdrms, 1106 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 3-6-12; 
Previous Sale: $139,000, 06-03-98

936 Augusta Drive, $765,000, 3 Bdrms, 2470 SqFt, 1988 YrBlt, 3-19-12; 
Previous Sale: $950,000, 11-21-05

675 Carroll Drive, $685,000, 3 Bdrms, 1392 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 3-8-12; 
Previous Sale: $876,000, 06-03-05

798 Crossbrook Drive, $975,000, 4 Bdrms, 2471 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 3-16-12; 
Previous Sale: $1,162,000, 10-12-07

123 Donald Drive, $540,000, 3 Bdrms, 1344 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 3-5-12
330 Draeger Drive, $1,475,000, 4 Bdrms, 2991 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 3-14-12; 

Previous Sale: $1,375,000, 09-04-03
485 Kingsford Drive, $1,060,000, 4 Bdrms, 2275 SqFt, 1969 YrBlt, 3-15-12; 

Previous Sale: $599,000, 10-28-99
1825 St. Andrews Drive, $931,500, 3 Bdrms, 3424 SqFt, 1980 YrBlt, 3-15-12; 

Previous Sale: $655,000, 08-04-99
26 Whitethorne Drive, $803,500, 4 Bdrms, 1790 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 3-15-12; 

Previous Sale: $830,000, 05-11-09
14 Willow Springs Lane, $1,225,000, 3 Bdrms, 3031 SqFt, 1989 YrBlt, 3-9-12; 

Previous Sale: $680,000, 08-10-93
ORINDA

3 Donald Drive, $1,195,000, 3 Bdrms, 2359 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 3-9-12; 
Previous Sale: $100,000, 10-15-04

567 Miner Road, $1,100,000, 3 Bdrms, 2083 SqFt, 1937 YrBlt, 3-8-12; 
Previous Sale: $799,000, 06-27-01

42 Tarry Lane, $860,000, 4 Bdrms, 3326 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 3-12-12; 
Previous Sale: $1,425,000, 08-23-06

9 Williams Court, $786,000, 4 Bdrms, 2640 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 3-14-12

VLATKA CAN HELP YOU WITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.

WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

VLATKA BATHGATE

IF I HAD A BUYER FOR YOUR

HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?
Call me at 925 597 1573

Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com
DRE#01390784

RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE

Sold, 122 Lombardy Ln, Orinda,
Represented Buyer

Sold, 9 Wanflete Ct, Orinda,
Represented Buyer 

Sale Pending,127 Warren St,
Martinez, Representing Buyer 

Sale Pending, 4075 Poplar Ave,
Concord, Representing Buyer

Sale Pending,255 La Espiral, Orinda
, Representing Buyer 

Sale Pending, 136 Spring Rd,Orinda,
Representing Seller and Buyer 

Sale Pending, 17 El Camino Moraga,
Orinda, Representing Buyer

Sale Pending -234 El Toyonal,
Orinda, Representing Buyer

For Sale 20 Birch Ct, Orinda
Offered at $518,000

For Sale 44 Lucille Way, Orinda 
Offered at $649,999

©2012 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal

Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity . Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office Is Owned And Operated by NRT LLC.  DRE License # 01908304



663 Glenside Drive, Lafayette
Opportunity knocks!  Rare pancake fl at half 
acre with Lafayette Trail access.  This spacious 
4 bedroom, 2 bath, 2150 sq. ft. home has 
“good bones” and ideal expansion potential. 
 Offered at $895,000

960 Hawthorne Drive, Lafayette
Trail Neighborhood charmer! Single level 3 
bedroom, 2 bath traditional home on lovely 
oak-studded .25 acre lot just steps to town, 
trail and schools.  Offered at $719,000

3376 Ridge Road, Lafayette
Recently remodeled 4 bedroom, 2 bath 
home with upgrades galore.  Surrounded 
by natural beauty and heritage oaks, this 
home offers 1728 sq. ft. of living space 
 Offered at $649,000

Sold

3497 St. Mary’s Road, Lafayette
Downtown Delight. Newly completed TOTAL remodel
offers a like-new feel in this traditional single story 4
bedroom 2.5 bath home with a long list of gorgeous
features. Professionally landscaped flat 1/4 acre lot.
Just steps to town, trail & schools.  www.3497StMarys-
Road.com. Offered at $1,150,000

3155 Indian Way, Lafayette
Beautifully remodeled and expanded ranch style home
offering 4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths with fabulous 2700
sq. ft. single level fl oor plan. Andersen windows,
gourmet kitchen, hardwood fl oors and exposed beam
ceilings. Steps to elementary school, swim clubs and
Lafayette Trail. Offered at $1,349,000

15 Candlelight Lane, Lafayette
As close as you can come to new-construction. Cus-
tom built 5 bedroom, 3.5 bath single level crafts-
man style home. Incredible 3417 sq. ft. f oor plan.
Private .74 acre lot on quiet cul-de-sac.  Close in
location.

Offered at $1,495,000

Pending in 7 Days Pending in 9 Days

SoldPendingSold Pre-Market

New Listing

Sold for $830,000
Offered at $679,000
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“The presenter said that the native plants are the best environment for
birds to come to gardens.  It made a lot of sense to me, and that’s how
my passion for gardening with native plants began.”  Kyte is a veteran ad-
vocate and teacher of native gardening who’s been featured in the Tour
for years.  He believes that there are a lot of elements to attracting birds
to a backyard.  
          Water is essential according to Lafayette resident Bill Gilbert.
“Probably the biggest attractant has been the waterfall, bog, and pond
we had installed,” he said.  “The year-round source of drinking water is
very important to birds, especially during the dry summer months when
water sources are few and far between.”  Gilbert and his wife Claire ob-
serve that the sound of falling water seems to act as a magnet for some
bird species, especially warblers.
          Bird feeders are also a must to please the winged guests (in different
forms and with different feeds depending on what is to be attracted);
one can also procure nesting boxes, but that is not enough.
          “The overall design of the plantings may be the most important el-
ement,” says Kyte. “A design that provides a wide variety of nesting sites,
cover, and feeding options has the potential for bringing in the most
species.”   Kyte has worked to develop a backyard concept of an oak and
pine woodland with some areas of open space. “Oaks and pines each at-
tract species that might not otherwise come, and dense shrubbery offers
protection from predators and weather and draws reclusive birds, such
as Spotted Towhee and Hermit Thrush,” he said. “The berries from cer-
tain shrubs attract additional birds, including Cedar Waxwings and
robins. Low flowering plants bring hummingbirds as well as ground-feed-
ing birds. Providing some open ground is critical to quail, doves and blue-
birds.” 
          Orinda gardener Elizabeth O’Shea says that thinking about how
plants flower is also important. “There are lots of things that bring birds
to gardens. We are lucky to have a large lot bordering Moraga Creek, near
open space,” she says. “We have planted native plants over a twenty year
period.  We do try to have plants that flower over long periods and that
hold seeds for a while.  We also have water for the birds, bird nest boxes
and feeders.  We spend a lot of time watching the bird with binoculars.”
          Gilbert agrees. “Of course, vegetation on a property is very impor-
tant to birds for natural food, natural nesting sites, and cover to avoid
predators.   We have documented Nuttall’s Woodpeckers nesting in nat-
ural cavities in our Valley Oaks, and other cavity nesters likely also have
nested,” he says. “Regarding value as a food source, studies have shown
that when non-native shrubs and trees are planted in an area, far fewer
species of insects come to them than to the native shrubs and trees.”  And
less insects, mean less birds.  
          To find out more about the gardens and the birds, go to Bringing
Back the Natives Garden Tour web site at
www.bringingbackthenatives.net. The Tour is on Sunday, May 6, regis-
tration ends mid-April.  The Tour is free, but donations are appreciated.

Attracting Birds to the Native Backyard
... continued from page D1

A bird rests in Elizabeth O’Shea’s garden
Photos courtesy of the Bringing Back the Natives Garden Tour

The Gilberts’ garden is enhanced by a water feature that draws thirsty birds

A quail with her chick



Patricia Battersby
925-330-6663
pb@patriciabattersby.com
DRE# 00854469

Ashley Battersby
925-323-9955
ashley@patriciabattersby.com
DRE# 01407784

www.patriciabattersby.com

**Per Appraisal
*Per Public Records

JUST LISTED!

Natural Beauty in Happy Valley
110 Camelia Lane, Lafayette

3,888 Sq. Ft.** .69 Acre*
5 Bedrooms + Study/Office
4 Baths
2 Family Rooms

Inviting gated courtyard entry with wisteria draped trellis
Generous sized living and entertaining areas
Flexible floor plan, spacious and thoughtful design
Dramatic living room with soaring ceiling
Large, lovely dining room
Chef’s kitchen with state-of-the-art appliances
Adjoining eating area and family room
Master suite with private dressing area and bath
Cozy study with extensive built-ins and glass door to

courtyard
2nd bedroom/bath nearby

A large second family room in the heart of a second bedroom area
3 additional bedrooms and two baths (one a private bedroom suite)
Separate laundry room, wine cellar closet
High ceilings, skylights, hardwood floors, generous storage and built-ins
Brick pathway and patio, deck with seating, decks for barbecue and

viewing
Spectacular .69 acre setting with stately oaks, fragrant bay trees,

mature holly, and planting areas for the resident gardener
Forbes Magazine listed Lafayette #3 in the Nation in 2011 for BEST

SCHOOL DISTRICTS FOR YOUR HOUSING BUCK in the $800,000+
category. (Top category)

A private and serene country retreat surrounded by natural beauty in highly desirable Happy Valley. Just minutes from the Lafayette
Reservoir, vibrant downtown Lafayette, and SF Bay Area commute connections, this stunning contemporary home offers California living
at its best in a premium location. With an inviting courtyard entry, expansive walls of glass and numerous decks, every room has a beau-
tiful, natural outlook. The “Crow’s Nest” landing on top offers magnificent 360 degree views of majestic oaks, surrounding hills and the
Las Trampas Range.

ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E www.patriciabattersby.com

Offered at $1,395,000



Page: LAMORINDA WEEKLY OUR HOMES             www.lamorindaweekly.com                925-377-0977                 Wednesday,  April 11, 2012D6

The Real Estate Quarter in Review
By Conrad Bassett, CRP, GMS

T
he first quarter of 2012 showed a huge increase in activity on the
residential side of Lamorinda real estate with supply way down,

pending sales way up, closings up and the average sales price higher in
Moraga and Orinda and about the same in Lafayette versus the period a
year ago.

             
Per Contra Costa Association of Realtors statistics reported from

Jan. 1 through March 31, 2012, 43 single-family homes closed in
Lafayette which was an increase from 36 closures last year.  Sales prices
ranged from $275,000 to $2,950,000 and averaged 41 days on market
versus 70 days in the first quarter of last year, and 65 days in 2010.  The
average sales price was $971,889 which was nearly identical to the first
quarter of 2011 of $973,341.

             
There were 21 single-family closings in Moraga, down only one

from 1Q2011 when 22 closed. Prices ranged from $540,000 to
$1,400,000.  The average sale price was $959,857, a huge increase from
a year ago when the average was $894,892.  The average marketing time
was 72 days, down from 85 days a year ago.

             
Single-family closings in Orinda were down to 24 from 35 a year

ago. Sales prices ranged from $335,000 to $1,680,000 with an average
price of $934,541, compared to $894,857 last year.  It took an average of
67 days on the market to sell a home versus 58 in the identical quarter in
2011.  (There was one sale of a property listed at $2,125,000 where the
sale price was not reported to the Multiple Listing Service and that sale
is not reflected in these statistics.)

             
So far this year, on an average price per square foot basis, Lafayette

detached single-family homes sold at $384 per square foot, Moraga
homes sold for $388 and Orinda was at $379, compared to last year’s fig-
ures of $384, $374, and $366 respectively.

             
In the condominium/town home category, Lafayette had two

closings at $345,000 and $415,000, Moraga had 13 ranging from
$110,000 to $596,000 and Orinda had two—a low of $215,000 and a
high of 249,000 (both on Brookwood).

             
As of April 5, there were 127 homes under contract per the MLS

in the three communities combined with asking prices of $149,000 to
$3,690,000 compared to 92 pending properties at this time last year. It
should be noted that there are 23 “Potential Short Sales” that are currently
pending and were subject to lender approval.  The time for short sales to
be approved has shortened in some cases, but the waiting time often re-
mains several months.  Six of the pending sales are REOs (bank owned

properties.)

             
Inventory, however, has decreased dramatically to the current sup-

ply of 115 properties. (Supply was 180 in early April 2011; 215 at this
same time in 2010.) There are only 61 proper-
ties on the market in Lafayette. There were 80 properties on the market
in Lafayette in April, 2011 and 114 properties on the market at this time
in 2010.  Asking prices in Lafayette currently range from $420,000 to
$8,498,000.   Of these, 11 are distressed sales—attempted short sales or
REOs.  In Moraga, buyers have their choice of only 19 homes or condo-
miniums listed between $325,000 and $3,600,000.  A year ago at this
time there were 45.  There are no short sales currently on the market in
Moraga and only one bank-owned property.

             
In Orinda there are 35 on the market, down from 55 last year, and

75 in April, 2010. The list prices range from $489,000 to $6,195,000.
Only three are bank owned or short sales.

             
As is the case nearly every quarter, the most active properties are

in the more affordable price range.  At the high end, only two homes sold
above $2 million in the three communities combined.  Both were in
Lafayette.  A year ago there was one sale in the $2 million-plus range in
the first quarter—in Lafayette. There are 20 currently available above
this amount in the three communities combined.

             
Interest rates continue to be attractive and many corporations con-

tinue to relocate families both in to and out of the area.  The third piece
of the real estate market puzzle—the bank owned property segment--is
appearing less often in Lamorinda but continues to be high in nearby
communities.

             
Lastly, it is important to look at what homes are selling for versus

their list prices.  Often homes come on the market at unrealistic prices,
and they do not sell, but in the first quarter of this year many homes have
had multiple offers and have sold at or above the list price.

             
Of the 43 sales that closed in Lafayette in the first quarter of 2012,

13 sold at or above the list price.  In Moraga, 11 of the 21 sales were at or
above the asking price and in Orinda, eight of the 24 sold at or above the
final listing price.

             
This will typically happen when a house goes pending in the first

week to ten days on the market.  There are 128 currently pending sales
in the three Lamorinda communities combined and of these, 51 went
pending in ten days or less—pointing to a high likelihood of a continued
trend in homes selling above the asking price.

Make Way for
Multiples
by Andi Peterson Brown

Real Estate Broker
AndiBrownHomes.com

925.818.4588

As I’ve written about in previous
columns this year, the Lamorinda

real estate market is heating up.  The
combination of lower inventory, lots of
buyers, and growing confidence in the
marketplace has increased competition for
many homes.  As a result, many buyers and
sellers this spring have found themselves
in a multiple offer situation, which
requires a different level of strategy.

       
For buyers, it is important to ask if the

listing agent has set a specific date and time
to review offers—you may need to act
quickly.  In addition, write your best and
cleanest offer up front.  Minimize
contingencies and asking for little extras,
and find out what’s important to the seller.
Have your financing preapproval letter
attached, as well as a summary of terms for
easy review.  Most importantly, try not to
fall completely in love with the house. 

       
For sellers, it is important to know

which factors are your highest priority.  An
all cash, quick close offer may be more
appealing to you than one with a higher
price but more uncertain financing.  If a
few offers seem like they might work,
submit a counter offer to them and see
who can step up to the plate and
strengthen their terms.  Always remember
to weigh your options—you have them and
that is a great place to be.

real local • real knowledge • real value
DRE# 01738605

©2012 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. 
Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker
Real Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing
Opportunity . Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office Is Owned
And Operated by NRT LLC.  DRE License # 01908304

925.360.9588   925.708.9515   WWW.THEHATTERSLEYS.COM
DRE# r00445794, DRE# 01181995

Peter & Darlene
Hattersley

A luxurious, expansive 

5 bedroom, 5.5 bath home

enjoys sweeping , majestic views,

a spacious lawn, gardens and pool.

This prestigious property is

zoned 5 acre minimum. 

Price Upon Request

Visit our website for 

photos and details.

©2012 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity

Company. Equal Housing Opportunity . Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office Is Owned And Operated by NRT LLC.  DRE License # 01908304

Extraordinary, private, twenty-four acre, gated Sleepy Hollow Estate!

Open Sunday 1-5



Art Lehman Proudly Presents the Best of Lamorinda...

Art Lehman
925-200-2591
Artlehman.com

DRE# 01159698

COMING SOON!

COMING SOON!
614 HUNTLEIGH DRIVE, LAFAYETTE

This fabulous 4 bedroom and 3 bath home is ready to move right in! It truly has the best

of all worlds with incredible privacy and terrific views and still right in the heart of highly

sought after Burton Valley and top rated Lafayette schools. This light and bright home has

been remodeled throughout. The fabulous setting and gorgeous lawn and gardens are

perfect for outdoor entertaining.  You’ll love the wonderful remodeled kitchen with large

open floor plan with great room and vaulted ceilings and the newly remodeled bath with

all the great touches that make this a very special place to live.   Offered at $1,179,000

1225 MONTICELLO ROAD LAFAYETTE
In the desirable Happy Valley Glen neighborhood and just up a short and winding driveway

you arrive in maybe one of the most perfect settings in all of Lafayette. This contemporary

single level 5 bedroom and 3.5 baths home built in 1987 on 1.31 acres offers privacy and

a peaceful natural setting with panoramic views of Briones Regional Park, Las Trampas Hills

and Majestic Oaks. An entertainers delight whether setting outside on one of 3 redwood

view decks, by the gorgeous pool,  or  around the Tuscan style kitchen and adjacent family

room. This home has been tastefully remodeled throughout. It has ample 7 car garage

parking and a large office with a separate entrance.           Offered at $1,795,000

Family owned in Moraga since 1987

925-376-6528
advancetree@sbcglobal.net  www.advancetree.com

& Landscaping

SPRING IS IN THE AIR
Spring is here – it’s time for spring cleaning 

but for your landscape!  The trees and plants in the yard need to be inspected

for water damage, remove dead or dying branches which may have been

injured by disease/severe insect infestation or storm damage.

We also want to prune for improved plant appearance, tree and plant size to

ensure all around health for your landscape.

So don’t wait until it’s too late, have a complete inspection by a Certified

Arborist at Advance Tree Service and Landscaping 

to make your yard a summer STAYCATION.

Advance Tree Service
Your Authority on Trees and Landscape.

Follow us on Twitter (advancetree) and like us on Face Book
(ADVANCETREESERVICEANDLANDSCAPINGINC.)

Lic.: #611120

Your friendly neighborhood 
arborists Darren and Lew Edwards

Coming Soon—Unbelievable Sunsets
• Private 4.6 Acres
• "Vanishing-edge" Pool
• Large flagstone patio featured in Sunset Magazine
• Custom 1150 bottle wine cellar
• A dream Master suite retreat
• Custom Office and so much more I. Bruce Maxon

RE/Max Accord
Mobile (925) 200-0179
Office (925) 297-0323

BruceMaxon@Remax.net
DRE # 00877963

RE/Max Accord 3390 Mt Diablo Blvd, Lafayette,

(925) 283-9200, www.remaxaccord.com
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Lamorinda’s Leading Independent Real Estate Firm.

Visit www.villageassociates.com
to see our weekly online previews 

updated every Wednesday and Friday by noon.
Click on 

Friday after 5 PM for Open House listings
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ORINDA

74 La Encinal
Very well maint hm down pvt lane just mins to

town. Incredible views across Orinda to San Pablo

Reservoir. Lovely lg rms w/ big windows & high

ceilings. Tons of appeal w/ez living convenience.

Offered at $999,000

Sunday Open House 

ORINDA

659 Cross Ridge Court
Lovingly maint 3bd/2ba 2356 sf trad in

Orindawoods. Rarely avail 1-story; frml LR &

DR; master w/lux bath; fam rm w/frplc; wall of

windows & slider to pvt deck/garden.

Offered at $1,150,000

ORINDA

45 Oak Road
Rare newer construction! Custom 3bd/2.5ba

Craftsman circa 2008. Gourmet kit opens to light-

filled din area/fam rm, ofc, fab mstr suite w/pvt

patio, flat grassy area in backyd, views of hills.

Offered at $1,289,000

ORINDA

2 Altarinda Circle
Totally renovated & expanded sgl lvl 4bd/4ba trad on

exceptional .63 ac lvl lot. Exquisite workmanship,

showplace kitchen, fam rm, ofc, hdwd flrs, dual pane

windows, close to Bart.

Offered at $1,775,000
ORINDA

109 Bear Ridge Trail
Beautiful gated 4bd/2.5ba custom-blt contemp w/3863

sf on 1.24 acres in tranquil country setting. Updated

kitchen w/direct access out to pool & 1800 sf of decks

for exceptional outdoor living. Spacious master

w/frplc., lux spa bath.Offered at $1,850,000

ORINDA

1 Tappan Lane
This gorgeously appointed luxury home, designed by

Orinda’s own Steve Kubitscheck, is tucked away on

.97 acres at the end of a private lane.  The setting offers

panoramic views and exceptional privacy. Large wine

cellar too.                     Offered at $2,795,000

MORAGA

544 Woodminster
Enjoy a fantastic location & access to top-rated schools

w/this spacious updated 1620 sq ft, 2bd/1.75ba condo

at the far, quiet end of popular Woodminster. Updated

kitchen w/lg pantry. Views of the quaint trail and open

space area.      Offered at $499,000

MORAGA

284 Rheem Blvd.
Tranquil setting - fabulous landscape & beautiful

gardens. Charming 4bd/2ba trad hm offering

vaulted wood ceilings, remod kitchen & baths,

great home & value!

Offered at $829,000
MORAGA

407 Kingsford Drive
Fully remodeled 4bd/3.5ba 2907 sf on .38 ac. Enter-

tainer's/parents dream home. BIG kitchen/fam rm

overlooking BIG backyard w/pool, lawn, patio &

many sports options!

Offered at $1,295,000 

MORAGA

9 Moraga Valley Lane
Sonsara 3bd/2.5ba stunning 2583 sf home.

Chef's kitchen/fam rm combo out to pvt patio &

grassy yard. Spectacular views of MCC golf

course & hills. Wine cellar, butler's pantry.

Offered at $1,125,000

MORAGA

45 Merrill Circle
Fabulous estate setting, beaut remod

4+bd/3+ba w/quality detailing. Fr drs, crown

moldings, porch & more! Picturesque garden

w/grass areas, waterfalls - a pvt oasis!

Offered at $1,750,000

LAFAYETTE

3766 Mosswood Drive
Adorable single level duplex (ea. 2bd/1ba) in

excellent condition. Walk to town from this

beautiful setting complete w/hardwood floors,

specimen maple trees & white picket fence.

Offered at $695,000
LAFAYETTE

895 Las Trampas

LAFAYETTE

3497 St. Mary's Road
Complete remodel from top to bottom. Single level

4bd/2.5ba on professionally landscaped flat 25 acre

lot. Walk to town, trails & top schools.

Offered at $1,150,000 

Delightful 3bd/2ba 1275 sq ft cottage style with

exquisite handcrafted finishes. Fully renovated with

unparalleled appeal in convenient & sought-after area.

Mostly level .40 acre parcel with great curb appeal.

Offered at $719,000

LAFAYETTE

614 Huntleigh
4bd/3ba Burton Valley charmer. Terrific open floor

plan w/remodeled kitchen. Vaulted ceilings, maple

hdwd flrs, remod baths, new roof, lvl yd w/views.

Very private and quiet.

Offered at $1,179,000

LAFAYETTE

110 Camelia
Private & serene contemp 5bd/4ba country retreat

on .69 acre in desirable Happy Valley. Expansive

walls of glass & numerous decks w/beaut, natural

outlook. Magnificent views from “Crow’s Nest”

landing on top. Offered at $1,395,000
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New ListingNew Listing New Listing

New ListingNew ListingNew Listing
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