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“Dark Shadows” is Hollywood’s latest attempt

to take a popular television series and bring

it to the big screen. This was a gothic soap opera that

ran on TV from 1966 to 1971, with a total of 1,225

episodes.   It is interesting to note that originally “Dark

Shadows” did not have a vampire story line until Barn-

abas Collins was introduced as one in 1967. The rat-

ings skyrocketed!

     

Fast-forward to 2012: What is Academy Award-

nominated director Tim Burton’s (Beetlejuice, Edward

Scissorhands) interpretation of the vampire soap

opera?   A comedy!  Burton has stated that he was a

big fan of the television series, running home each day

from school to catch the new episode.  Burton would

have been eight at the time and I guess at that age, he

found “Dark Shadows” a comedy.  Burton cast his fa-

vorite; three-time Oscar nominee Johnny Depp (Pirates

of the Caribbean, Ed Wood) as the lead, Barnabas

Collins, who is solid as the sexy vampire.  Depp can

play any role offered to him; he is one of the best actors

of our generation and way overdue to receive an

Oscar!  The ensemble cast includes the beautiful,

three-time Oscar nominee Michelle Pfeiffer (Danger-

ous Liaisons) as Elizabeth Collins Stoddard; the strik-

ing Eva Green (Casino Royale) as Collins’ former

girlfriend – a witch who cast a spell on him years ago;

and Oscar Nominee Jackie Earle Haley (Little Chil-

dren) as the quirky caretaker Willie Loomis.  I am not

sure if Burton also ran home from school to watch

“The Addams Family” but Dark Shadows was not a

comedy.  The film version in my mind is more of a rep-

resentation of “The Addams Family;” even Barnabas

has a little Morticia Addams in him.

     

It is always an experience to see a Tim Burton film,

which needs to be seen on the big screen, as he is the

master of creative, bizarre cinematography.   No one

has his “eye.”  The set decorations and 1970s period

piece costumes receive big kudos! “Dark Shadows” is

a highly entertaining film with some graphic vampire

killings. Anyone who was a true fan of the television

series will be disappointed.  The rest of us will find it

an enjoyable 113 minutes!

Derek Zemrak is a Film Critic, Film Producer and Founder
of the California Independent Film Festival.  You can follow
Derek on Twitter @zemrak for the latest Hollywood news.
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Music Lessons

Piano/guitar 
w/Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!

I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition

925-323-9706
robbiednbr@gmail.com

%

<>

Piano Tuning

Experienced Piano Tuning
By local music teacher
925-323-9706

Insurance

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.  
My independent insurance 
brokerage is here to serve you. 
Over 100 top carriers = great 
pricing and coverage for Biz 
Gen Liab, W Comp, Homes, Auto, 
Life.  (925) 247-4356  0E90108 

House Cleaning

www.totalclean.biz
Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com 

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Plumbing

We hop to it!
(925) 377-6600

LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Construction

Handyman

Tree & brush removal. 
Poison Oak removal.  376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded 

Monica’s Cleaning
Residential & Commercial Janitorial Services
Lic. Free Estimates (925) 348-3761

Painting

Mark Alexander
Owner

(925) 370-6558 • (925) 787-6684 cell
grizzmark@sbcglobal.net

I’m local, and I’m a very nice guy!

LET ME BRIGHTEN
YOUR HOME!

Specializing in 
high quality interior painting

Lic.#953962/Bonded/Insured

Fix, Paint, Repair anything.
Professional & Reliable
Call Terry 925-788-1663

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &

New Construction

Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563

(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

Computer lessons

T & T PAINTING CO
27 Years Experience Int & Ext
Our Workmanship & References
Speak for Themselves
CA Lic # 616357 BONDED
Steve Thaw 376-3380 Moraga

On-Site Computer Service
• All Major Brands • Troubleshooting • Wireless

Networking • Data Recovery • Website Design &
Hosting • Technology Consulting • Virus/Spyware Removal
• Affordable Rates • Certified Technicians 

925-322-9577 • 510-225-5061
www.fastteks.com • wli@fastteks.com SWARTS 

CONSTRUCTION
• Free Estimates
• Drainage
• Remodel 

• Seismic Retrofit
• House Leveling 
• 35 yrs. Lamorinda

INSURED BONDED  Lic# 613717

925.250.6610
www.swartsco.com 

Voice & Piano Lessons 

with Carolyn Wolf

Near Acalanes HS  925-937-2104

reach 60,000+ 
with your ad

Tim Burton,
Johnny Depp and
a Vampire Soap
Opera – Oh My!
By Derek Zemrak

Say “Goodbye” to Ugly Grout!
• Grout Tile • Cleaning Sealer
• Repair & Restoration  
The Grout Specialist Co.

925-323-3914, www.groutspecialistco.com

Grout & Tile

CA Lic#970721

FLO’S HAULING
Quick & easy - reasonable rates
(925) 521-4767

Hauling

Carpet Repair

Carnival 4 Kids at SMC a Huge Success

More than 200 elementary students from Oak-

land and Concord attended the 10th annual

“Carnival 4 Kids” at Saint Mary’s College April 27,

each accompanied by a Saint Mary’s College “big

buddy.”  The afternoon included a pretend journey

around the world, with food, carnival games, music,

dancing, and a look inside police and fire vehicles

and a hot air balloon.  The event was sponsored by

Catholic Institute for Lasallian Social Action.  

C. Dausman

Submit stories and story ideas to 
storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com

Glorietta Students have ‘a Ball’ with
Musical Presentation of  Cinderella
Submitted by Jennifer Rogers

Ninety-six fourth- and fifth-

grade students participated in

Glorietta Elementary School’s 13th

spring musical, Cinderella, on May 4

and 5. The Rodgers and Hammerstein

musical is based upon the classic

fairytale in which a young woman,

forced into a life of servitude by her

cruel stepmother and self-centered

stepsisters, dreams of a better life.

With the help of her zany Fairy God-

mother, Cinderella is transformed into

a Princess and finds her Prince. 

      

As charming as its Prince, Glori-

etta’s presentation of Cinderella had

all the winning theatrical ingredients

of song, dance and comedy to enter-

tain audiences of all ages. Glorietta’s

large-scale production included en-

gaging choreography, innovative sets,

and darling costumes. The production

hit all the right musical notes with

songs including “Impossible: It’s Pos-

sible” and “10 Minutes Ago.” 

       

“It has been a true pleasure watch-

ing these kids put their hearts and souls

into this beautiful musical production of

Cinderella,” said musical co-producer

and Glorietta parent, Leslie O’Brien.

“Through their tireless dedication and,

at times, humor, the tech and set crews

and entire cast worked together to bring

this classic fairytale to life.”

      

Ron Pickett, a professional

award-winning actor, returned to di-

rect his 14th show at Glorietta Ele-

mentary School. Musical Director

Ralph Severson celebrated his 18th

year. Parent volunteers of the produc-

tion included co-producers Leslie

O’Brien and Shelli Brudzinski, and

technical director Lara Dutto. 

Abby Severson  as Cinderella and Matt Gill as the prince  Photo provided

Quality Painting
Affordable Prices & Reliable Service.
All qualified craftsmen. Complete &

thorough preparation, drywall texture &
repair, wallpaper removal, acoustic ceiling

removal & color matching. 35 years
experience. License # 500800

Telephone: (925) 687-2265CARPET REPAIR
Patching • Seams • Stretching

Small Jobs Welcome
Local 25 Years

State License #704323
Call John (925) 676-2255

AIMTACK CARPET REPAIR

$8 per 1/2” 
classified ad height 

Email to: 
classified@lamorinda

weekly.com


