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Moraga Town Council to Review Dog Park Plans Tonight

By Sophie Braccini

onight the Moraga Town

Council will review not one,
but three plans for providing physi-
cal separation between off-leash
dogs and other park users at Rancho
Laguna Park — the creation of a
fenced dog park.

After nearly three years of dis-
cussion, and on the verge of sus-
pending all off-leash hours at the
Park, on March 29 the Council gave
park users until May 9 to come up
with a community-supported plan to
share the park in a way that would
meet the needs of all stakeholders,
from dog owners, to sports users, to
families, picnickers, and seniors. The
community group that quickly
formed produced a plan that will be
discussed tonight. In addition two
members of the group, who found
themselves in the minority, have put
forward their own ideas for the
Council’s review.

In the fall of 2011 the Town hired
a consultant, Callander Associates, to
help focus public input and design a
park that would meet the various
needs of all users. The three plans
that emerged from the committee
have their origins in that process but
have been modified from Callan-
der’s original drawings.

After meeting 3 times, between
March 28 and April 14, a committee
of 15 members chaired and co-
chaired by residents Cherie Grant
and Dick Ayres, respectively, pro-
vided the Town with what has been
called Option C (also known as the
“Mickey-Mouse plan”) a design that

cuts Rancho Laguna Park in two,
across the field, so that off-leash
dogs and sports users would all have
access to grassy areas.

Two other plans were proposed
by dissenting members of the com-
mittee. Plan D1 uses the same con-
cept but adds, among other elements,
turf to the north side of the park to
accommodate a U-12 soccer field.
This plan also includes a pedestrian
path on both sides of the fence to
allow walkers, with or without dogs,
to use a ‘loop’ trail.

The third option, D2, proposes
to set back the entrance and fencing
of the dog park to minimize the vi-
sual impact and retain approxi-
mately one-third of the area along
the north side of the park for picnic
tables and barbecues since this area
is considered the sunniest part of
the park.

The Council will also review
the Biological Resources Assess-
ment of Rancho Laguna Park that
was conducted by WRA Environ-
mental Consultants in April. The
report, which will impact the de-
sign of a dog park, indicates that
the setback area set aside for a ri-
parian corridor should be expanded
to include the Mixed Riparian
Woodland, which is considered
sensitive habitat by the California
Department of Fish and Game. In
addition several nests of dusky-
footed woodrats—which are on the
State’s list of Species of Special
Concern—were found at the site.

The Council could also consider

other options, including earlier ver-
sions of dog park plans for Rancho
Laguna, or moving the dog park to
another Town-owned facility such
as the Commons Park.

Should the Council opt to move

forward with changes to Rancho La-
guna Park it will need to outline next
steps, including a full CEQA (Cali-
fornia Environmental Quality Act)
review, a possible phased-imple-
mentation plan, and whether to re-

duce or eliminate the current off-
leash hours in the meantime.

The Town Council meets at 7
p.m. tonight in the auditorium of
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate
School. The public is welcome.

Election Process
Clarified...or Not

.. continued from page A4

It’s like on a sports team—the most
senior or the player who scored the
most points is not necessarily the cap-
tain, it’s the one who can work with
everybody.”

Trotter, who served as mayor in
2009 after being elected by the same
Council, reiterated his opposition to
not having a rule, written or not, for
passing the gavel. “This is the way to

keep the process non-political,” he
said.

At Metcalf’s suggestion the
Council approved, on a four-to-one
vote (Trotter opposed), a non-bind-
ing notation: “The Town desires to
fairly rotate the offices of Mayor and
Vice Mayor of the Town Council
among the five members of the
Council.”
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“Thank you. We very much
appreciate the high quality
of care for Scott that the
“Night Team” provides.

We sleep well, knowing he
is well cared for while he
dreams. All the best.”

- Nancy & family

“Your wonderful caregivers
were terrific! | couldn’t have
gotten through all my doctor’s
appointments without them.

| was impressed that we could
get such high-quality help at
the last minute. You run
agreat service.”

- Dorothy J. Ph.D.
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CALL for

FREE Nurse
Assessment

(925) 317-3080 !

MWJ

Is this too young
to go to Cal?

Actually, it’s just the right age to get an eye exam at the University of
California Eye Center. And again at three years. And regularly after
that. (We developed ways to test kids’ eyes while they play!) We're
part of the UC School of Optometry, and offer you LASIK surgery,

contact lenses, and an Eyewear Center with a vast collection of
designer frames, too. We take most insurance plans, and major

credit cards. It’s time for your whole family to go Cal!
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Open to the Public 7 Days a Week © www.caleyecare.com
510.642.2020 O Free Parking with Appointments

Our qualified caregivers help ease the burden of
caring for loved ones. We provide customized
solutions to meet their individual needs:

+ Assistance with bathing, dressing & grooming
* Transportation to & from appointments
* Hospital sitting & companionship

* Running errands & shopping
* Exercise & physical activities
* Medication supervision

* Dementia & Alzheimer's care
* Light housekeeping

* Meal preparation
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First Month of Live-in
Home Care Services

WITH COUPON ONLY
| valid only for new clients

Care
- 0¥ Indeed

We're here to

help 24/7 - for anyone
requiring short or long
term care assistance

$25 off

First 4 hours of
hourly care

1(877) 50-GET CARE
61 Moraga Way, Suite 9

Orinda, CA 94563

WITH COUPON ONLY
valid only for new clients

Tel: (925) 317-3080
Fax: (888) 401-7847
info@careindeed.com

help- o here

Let us help your loved ones
retain their pride, dignity
and independence with our
full-service home care.
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www.homecareorinda.com




