
www.lamorindaweekly.com            925-377-0977 Wednesday, May 23, 2012Page: LAMORINDA WEEKLYA12

UPHOLSTERY SPECIALIST
REFINISHING AND RESTORATION

Family Owned And Operated For Over 55 yrs.

• Slipcovers • Pillows • Window Cushions 
• Custom Upholstery • Design Consulting

Marine - Commercial - Residential
Pickup & Delivery Available • Free Estimates By Phone

Mon.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-2

3418 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette (925) 962-0579

 C abinet  M odifications
With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify
most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:
       • Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances
       • Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts
       • Cabinet alterations/repairs 
Thinking about home, office, entertainment, custom cabinetry, shelving,

crown mouldings, baseboards, new doors or mantels? We can help there, too!

925.827.1093 Paul Kephart Master Craftsman
www.TheCabinetMd.com

Licensed Cabinet & 
Millwork Contractor

#598395

CABINETMAKER
We custom build to your design                     

Built-in storage and furniture

Any material you choose!
510.535.1222
Charles Ferguson

Lic. 446488 C-6 www.everwoodcabinets.com

Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair. 

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References

Full design team resources available 

Lic
# 6

81
59

3

General Contractor

925.631.1055 www.MVCRemodeling.com

“A little bit of myself 
goes into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge, 
Owner, 

Moraga Resident

“Let Us Light Up Your Life”  
Residential � Commercial � Industrial

Serving Contra Costa since 1991
More than 35 years experience

All Work Done by Owner

Professional Installation of:

www.BurkinElectr ic .net

Bonded & Insured

Lic.#C10-631523

James Burkin

Sole Proprietor

� Ceiling Fans, Recessed & Track Lighting  � Kitchen or Bath Remodel 
� Exterior/Security/Landscape Lighting � Electrical Service Upgrade   
� Complete Home Wiring - Old & New � Spa Installation
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One of the more memorable cards

was from retired General Eric Shin-

seki, head of the U.S. Department of

Veterans Affairs and former Army

chief of staff, who took the time to

hand write a thank you and greeting

to Nelson.

      

The humble birthday senior citi-

zen was thrilled with the effort; he

was truly overwhelmed by the out-

pouring of good wishes.  

      

Born in Sioux Falls, South

Dakota in 1922, back when Warren

G. Harding was president and a gal-

lon of gasoline cost just 22 cents per

gallon, Nelson has seen mind bog-

gling changes in the world during his

lifetime.  When he was two years old,

the family moved to Redlands, Cali-

fornia for his father’s job, serving on

the faculty, and later as the Dean of

Humanities, for Redlands College –

now University of Redlands. 

      

Nelson was lucky enough to get

a college deferment for the early

years of World War II – but was ulti-

mately inducted and as he describes

it enjoyed a “walking tour of Italy.”

In Anzio, Italy Nelson “got a little too

close to a grenade, and got a free trip

back to the U.S.” earning a Purple

Heart in the process.  His injuries

were quite severe and he ended up

spending 18 months in rehabilitation.

Following the war years, he com-

pleted his education at Stanford, gar-

nering two degrees, one in sociology

and one in psychology. 

      

After graduating, he worked for

the East Bay Municipal Utility Dis-

trict in the personnel and human re-

sources departments for 18 years, and

then moved to a position with the

City of Concord for 24 years, ending

his career as Director of Administra-

tion and Labor Relations.

      

He had no idea when he pur-

chased his home back in 1950, sur-

rounded by orchards at the time, that

he and then new wife Liz would

spend the next 62 years, and count-

ing, in Lafayette. The Nelson family,

like many others, bought a new rea-

sonably-priced house, raised their

children there and never left.  Son

Chris Nelson hasn’t gone far – he

now lives in Concord.  Daughter

Debbie Nelson lives in Porterville,

south of Fresno.  Four generations

came together on Mother’s Day to

celebrate Nelson’s birthday as well as

all the moms in the family.   

     

For three decades during his

free time, Nelson was chairman of

the Laf-Frantics, a theater group

many old timers remember for its

hilarious melodramas that raised

funds for civic projects.  As a thank

you for his contributions, the City

of Lafayette named him Man of the

Year in 1957.  He has many happy

memories of the fun-loving group

and lately has been busy putting to-

gether documentation of their pro-

ductions for the Lafayette

Historical Society.  Some of the ti-

tles include “Hiss and Hearse,” and

as a spoof of the then popular

Camelot, “Camelittle.”  Although

the final curtain went down on the

group in 1986, the cast and crew

members still get together for an

annual Christmas party.

     

Still active in his retirement,

Nelson enjoys photography and is

a member of the Diablo Valley

Camera Club, receiving many

awards over the years.  Lately he’s

been busy travelling with his son

Chris – returning to the battlefields

of Italy, taking cruises down the

Rhine and Danube rivers, and par-

ticipating in photography-based

cruises in Tahiti and the Marquesas.

Daughter Debbie steps in to take

care of Liz, who’s unable to travel.  

     Nelson attributes his long life to

simply keeping busy. No question

– mission accomplished.   

Card Bonanza for WWII Vet’s 90th Birthday
... continued from page A1

Theron and Liz Nelson on their wedding day Photo Mei Sun Li

Pamela Gilchrist Halloran
Real Estate Broker
925.323.4100
Pamela@PamelaHalloran.com
PamelaHalloran.com

2 Theatre Square, Suite 117 Orinda, CA 94563  |  p 925.258.0090  |  f 925.258.0093  |  www.PacUnion.com
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Pamela has been a Lafayette resident for many years. Having had her start in a small real estate company in Oakland, 
she has been listing and selling real estate in the LaMorinda and surrounding areas since 1987. Pamela holds a Brokers 
License and a Bachelors Degree in Business Management from St. Marys College in Moraga.

Pamela loves the real estate business, especially in Lamorinda. She moved here when her eldest was two, having 
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of living in this area. Her children are now grown and she is, more than ever, dedicated helping people realize their 
dreams.
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marketing homes worldwide.

A Member Of Real Living

Pamela Halloran Joins Pacific Union International

verynicepools.com
925-283-5180very

nice
pools

We do the work. You get to play.
Maintenance  •  Repair  •  Build 

Established 1977 in Lafayette, California.
Serving the entire Contra Costa County

area and beyond.




