Wednesday, May 23, 2012

Just one mile from civilization,
Lafayette Reservoir is ideal
for hiking, jogging, fishing, boat-
ing and picnicking. Turns out it’s
good for goats, too. But the re-
cently sighted goats, 600 in all,
weren’t out for a stroll in the park;
they were working to clear the
rim trail of scrub brush and elim-
inate wildfire fuel.

Orindans Terri Oyarzun, her
husband Egon and their son
Zephyr own Goats R Us, a goat
grazing-for-hire business formed
in 1995. The family keeps rescue
goats and goats of mixed parent-
age forming what Oyarzun calls
“a nice blended community.”

They originally planned to
offer grazing services to property
owners along the Berkeley Hills,
but they ended up serving more
commercial and public proper-
ties. About 15 years ago the goats
cleared brush on Mills College
acreage. That job earned a goat
named “Cookie” an International
Brotherhood of Teamsters shop
jacket and a moment of fame on
TV’s Comedy Central.

“Goats are a fireman’s best
friend,” says Oyarzun. They are
even considered a tool in Califor-
nia’s fire mitigation kit. Moraga-
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Orinda Fire District Emergency
Coordinator Dennis Rein says
Oakland and El Cerrito use goats
to clear away vegetation, as does
East Bay Municipal Utility Dis-
trict.

Although the Oyarzuns’ herds
are friendly, it’s best to admire the
goats from a distance. “They’re
not a petting zoo,” she says. Be-
sides, they’re corralled behind a
portable electric fence. They did
manage to jump a fence once and
enjoy a moment of “the grass is
always greener on the other side”
in an Orinda resident’s back yard.
The homeowners, who had just
moved into the house, took the in-
vasion good naturedly and the
goats were eventually persuaded
to return to their work site. As for
retirement, the Goats R Us web-
site (Www.goatsrus.com) prom-
ises “when a goat’s ‘golden years’
approach, their scope of work is
kept local, and they’re allowed to
roam the [Oyarzuns’] hillside
ranch.” Nice work, if you can
get it. Not baaaaad at all.

For more on goats as a fire
prevention assets read:
http://www.firescience.gov/pro-
jects/briefs/99-1-3-
02_FSBrief34.pdf
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Your comfort is our #1 priority

Manufacturer’s Rebate -
up to $1200 Off

* Offer exp. June 15

925-521-1380

www.haddonheatingcooling.com

* 1

OPEN

RE-COMMIT

To Your Health
WE HAVE!

And We’re Here to Help You!
Fitness Yoga Pilates Personal Traning

IN ForMmA

NEW
FUNCTIONAL TRAINING STUDIO
With TRX Suspension Training & More +
NEW Pilates Reformer Program

Integral Fitness

NOW

Fitness Special

3 Months
Adults $190 Students $115 Couples $280

23a Orinda Way, Orinda
254 6877
informaorinda.com
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Short Sale # A home that is listed for sale at a price lower than

the amount owed on the mortgage

*If Answer to both is YES, then We can HELP you Package your Short Sale
and Negotiate with your Lender and get your Home Sold in a Short Time.

* Are you Having Financial Hardship
in Making your House Payments? *

* Would you Like to Sell Your Home
and Not go through Foreclosure? *

A:

Rodney Lal

DRE Lic# 01038287
Broker/Realtor
Residing in Orinda

For All your Real Estate Needs & Short Sale Information

Call 925-366-8077 or email me at RodneyLal@Yahoo.com

*Sellers are advised to first consult with legal and tax counsel regarding the decisions to seek a Short sale.
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WHERE QUALITY COUNTS
Established in 1972

Mike Rose proudly announces
the opening of our
Lafayette Location...!!!

Mike’s Auto Body
3430 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
(former Butler-Conti Dodge location)
Lafayette CA 94549
(925) 283-5600
Lafayette@mautobody.com

Approved by most major insurance companies. ..

2012 Marks 40 Years in Business

Visit our website for our other 7 locations
www.mautobody.com






