Wednesday, June 6, 2012

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Bernard Shaw’s Pygmalion
at Town Hall Theatre

By Sophie Braccini

Clive Worsley as Henry Higgins and Ginny Wehrmeister as Eliza Doolittle
Photo Stu Selland

' I Yown Hall Theatre (THT) is
closing its 2011/2012 season

with the 100-year-old play Pygmalion
by George Bernard Shaw. The play is
based on the classic Greek myth of a
man who fell in love with the statue
of a perfect woman he carved that
came to life by the power of
Aphrodite. The musical adaptation,
My Fair Lady, and the film that fol-
lowed, were based on Shaw’s play. In
1912 Victorian England, Phonetics
Professor Henry Higgins tutors the
very Cockney Eliza Doolittle, not
only in the refinement of speech, but
also of her manners. The end result
produces a very ladylike Miss Doolit-
tle, without crushing the spirit of the
young woman, who regains her inde-
pendence in the end.

The first thing to like about Pyg-
malion is that it is not My Fair Lady.
Nobody breaks into song, and the
ending is what Shaw always intended.
On stage, the irony of Shaw’s style
comes alive. Itis raw, unlike the Hol-
lywood film version, and more effi-
cient as a social critique of the time.

The second good thing is that
THT’s team does a wonderful job
recreating this charming comedy. It
is pleasant and engaging from start to
finish, with some scenes that are
downright excellent.

Eliza’s transformation from com-
mon flower-girl to Duchess-like is set
in two phases. At the end of the first
phase, she’s already mastered the man-
nerism of a lady, but the old wild spirit
still comes out. That’s one of the most
hilarious scenes of the play. Ginny
Wehrmeister, as Eliza Doolittle, is at her
best. You’ll never say, “How do you
do?” the same after seeing that scene.

Clive Worsley, otherwise Artistic
Director at THT, plays Professor Hig-
gins. He obviously had fun playing
this insufferable jerk, a “Dr. House”
like character, self-centered and very
sharp. “He (Higgins) can come off as
an egotistical blowhard,” said Wors-
ley. “I wanted to allow myself to be
such ajerk. Butalso find more multi-
dimensional aspects of the character.
I believe that he comes to love and re-
spect someone like Eliza, which is not
ordinary for a man of his time.” At
times Worsley makes a caricature of
Higgins, accentuating his fidgeting
and mannerisms.

Director Dennis Markam and his
team of actors definitely chose a more
feminist vision for the play. While
Eliza is molded into upper class be-
havior by Higgins, she retains her in-
dependence and her fighting spirit
resurges in the end. “Eliza realizes at
the end of the play that she is an inde-
pendent person, even if she was de-
pendent on Higgins for a while,” said
Markam. “One core theme of the
play is that you can change your ap-
pearance, but in the end the humanity
is unchangeable.”

The rest of the cast is also very
solid. Chris Parell-Hayes, who plays
Eliza’s father, Alfred Doolittle, has a
wonderful comic presence. Don
Wood is a charming Col. Pickering
and Ann Kendrick renders Higgins’
mother with poise and great elegance.

Kudos as well to Martin Flynn
for the scene design and Maggi Yule
for the costumes. The rendition of
early 20th century England is very
believable and the change of sets be-
tween three different places is made
effectively.

Weekend Leadership
Seminar for Sophomores

Inspires Hundreds
Submitted by Amy Harmer
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Elliot Alper, Miramonte

ore than 100 sophomores

from various high schools
throughout Northern California were
invited to attend the annual Northern
California Youth Leadership Semi-
nar (NCYLS) program May 25-27 at
Menlo College in Atherton, Califor-
nia, including Mitchell Carlson from
Campolindo High School and Elliot
Alper from Miramonte.

NCYLS is a non-profit 501(c)3
volunteer-run organization that hosts
a free three-day seminar for students
who have demonstrated leadership
potential in their high school. The
seminar focuses on developing criti-
cal thinking, communication, and re-
sponsibility, ~while cultivating
leadership.

Annually, each Northern Califor-
nia high school nominates and sends

Mitchell Carlson, Campolindo
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one student to the seminar. During
the weekend, the students stayed at
Menlo College and interacted with
like-minded sophomore leaders and
learned from community leaders in
politics, business, media, education,
high-tech, and other industries.

After the seminar, the sopho-
mores are challenged to participate
in the President’s Volunteer Service
Award, by completing 100 hours of
community service the following
year. To date, NCYLS alumni have
logged more than 10,000 hours of
service throughout California.
Alumni have also initiated civic or-
ganizations, such as Students
Against Violence, Key Clubs, Ju-
niorettes, Peer Counseling Groups,
and Students Against Drunk Driv-
ing.
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Louisiana Wood Pellet Grills impart delicious, savory flavor to meat, poultry, fish, vegetables
and much more. Capable of low-heat smoking or a quick BBQ using pure wood pellets.
Come take a look at the complete line of Country Smokers
from Louisiana Girills including the “Whole Hog”.

We stock a complete assortment of wood pellets.
Louisiana Grills are proudly made in North America.
Thank you for supporting your locally owned businesses.

SINCE 1967

across the way (925) 376-3600 - 1409 Moraga Way
a unique lifestyle store (Moraga Shopplng Center)
~-ll " ) | verynicepools.com

925 283-5180
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Established 1977 in Lafayette, California.
Serving the entire Contra Costa County
area and beyond.

Maintenance ¢ Repair * Build

SAVE FROM $20...UP TO
$100 ON MANY SPACES
THIS MONTH!

WE'RE BraD & GLORIA,
a9A's MANAGERS IN
MorRAGA, WE'RE

HERE TC HELP WITH ALL

YOLIR STORAGE MEEDS,
ANMD GIVE YOU SOME GREAT
TIPS O ORGANIZING!

ONE EXAMPLE, ON SALE FOR A LIMITED
TIME: WAS $168 - Now $149!

THESE STORAGE PRICES AND MANY LIKE THEM
WILL HOLD FOR 3 MONTHS!

YOU CAN'T AFFORD TO MISS THIS SPECIAL SALE!"

COME IN AND TAKE A TOUR, WE'LL GIVE YOU A
GREAT TOTE BAG AS OUR "THANKS” FOR
STOPPING BY. YOU'RE WELCOME ANY TIME!

UseE our FREE Z= == I

TELL US HOW WE'RE DOING -

G0 TO SAspace.cou AND CLICK VAN TO MOVE J‘

OW OLIR LINKS. N WHEN YOU m
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ASK FOR YOUR 2012 NEIGHBORHOOD

anRAAA COUPOMS WHEN YOU COME VISIT US!
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Stora It Yourself & Save
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A55 MorRAGA ROAD, SUITE F

(925) 631-7000

Wi W. S ASPACE.COM

.-""'";; A

"Storago unit sale lmited o units on hand: 18t come, 18l served. ONors oxpire Juna 30, 3092






