
Usually the goal of a facelift is to

make the recipient look

younger— in this case property own-

ers want to bring back the historical

charm of the heart of Lafayette.  Start-

ing with Squirrels and encompassing

the four adjoining shops through what

used to be A-1 Photo Lab and Han-

dlebar Toys, the prominent, though

aging establishments are in the pre-

liminary stages of getting approval

from the City for façade improve-

ments.   

      

“Due to the gradual deterioration

of these historic buildings over the last

few decades and the difficulties of

current economic times, the shops

around Plaza Park have lost their

place as the economic and cultural

heart of Lafayette,” said architect

Sudhish Mohindroo of SZFM Design

Studio in a description of the project.

Mohindroo is the design genius be-

hind other notable local projects in-

cluding the renovated La Fiesta

Square, the Mercantile, and the cur-

rently-under-construction streetscape

improvement project along Mt. Dia-

blo Boulevard.   

      

Looking to restore cultural signif-

icance, invigorate the area, add out-

door seating and retain small village

scale is not easy.  Throw in upgrading

outdated utilities and making the

buildings structurally stable, while

bringing them up to modern retail

standards is quite a challenge, so

building owners are making careful

strategic improvements.  

      

The proposal before a recent De-

sign Review meeting outlined a num-

ber of changes to the buildings.

Enhancing the 1950s diner look of

Squirrels Coffee Shop with new light-

ing, new doors, and new paint will

emphasize the mid-century look of

the building.

                

... continued on page A8
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City Council
Tuesday, June 11, 7:00 pm
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,

Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd

Planning Commission
Monday, June 8, 7:00 pm
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,

Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd

Design Review
Tuesday, June 11, 7:00 pm

Lafayette Library & Learning Center

in the Arts & Science Discovery 

Center at 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Check online for agendas, meeting

notes and announcements

City of Lafayette:
www.ci.lafayette.ca.us

Phone: (925) 284-1968

Chamber of Commerce:
www.lafayettechamber.org

Public Meetings
Civic News

School Board Meetings
Acalanes Union High School
District 
Wednesday, June 6, 7:30 pm

Wednesday, June 20, 7:30 pm

Board Room AUHSD Office

1212 Pleasant Hill Rd, Lafayette

www.acalanes.k12.ca.us

Lafayette School District 
Thursday, June 21, 7:00 pm

Regular Board Meeting

LAFSD Office

3477 School Street, Lafayette

www.lafsd.k12.ca.us

Share your thoughts,
insights and opinions
with your community.

Send a letter to 
the editor: 

letters@lamorinda
weekly.com

   The Dana Green Team Proudly Presents...

Picture Perfect in Silver Springs!
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Balanced Budget Includes Extra Funding for Road Repair
By Cathy Tyson

With very little fanfare, and no public com-

ment, the City of Lafayette’s $11.9 million

budget for fiscal year 2012-2013 passed unani-

mously at a recent City Council meeting.  Boasting

a balanced budget with $4,500 to spare, frugal Ad-

ministrative Services staff improved on the very

modest $223 extra from the last fiscal year while

funding programs at current levels.  The city’s re-

serve, or savings account, is very healthy, the esti-

mated total for fiscal year 2012–2013 is $8.9 million,

$3 million over their target amount, allowing for a

release of $1.1 million for pavement projects.  

      

“While we predict that the General Fund will

grow less than one percent next year, we have seen

encouraging signs of growth in the local economy,

suggesting that things are slowly improving,” said

City Manager Steven Falk in a staff report.  Falk also

pointed out that the city has weathered the recent eco-

nomic downturn without laying off employees and

maintaining existing programs, a feat “many, if not

most, California cities have been unable to do.”   

      

Police services are getting more expensive, going

up five percent over the last fiscal year, at a cost of

$217,000.  Even with one of the lowest staffing levels

per capita in the County, the City of Lafayette spends

more than $4 million annually on police services.

      

What about money for roads?  The capital im-

provement budget includes $1.1 million from the

General Fund reserve, with an additional $975,000

from the annual operating budget.  What’s more, two

grants are expected in 2013 that would pay for pave-

ment management work and streetlight installation

along Mt. Diablo Boulevard. The city also receives

money from gas taxes and Measure J sales taxes.  In

the wake of the recent failed tax measure, there was

agreement that dipping into the city’s substantial re-

serve account was appropriate to start to address the

road repair backlog.    

      

Other notable highlights include the approval of

modern “smart” parking meters that will be popping

up downtown at a budgeted cost of $200,000; re-

member that when you conveniently use a debit or

credit card to settle up.  Due to savvy renegotiating,

the lease on the City Offices in Desco Plaza has been

reduced annually by $59,000.  City employees had

their salaries frozen for the past two years, and are

currently in negotiations for a salary increase.  

Massage Parlor
Ordinance Approved
Also unanimously approved at the May
29 City Council meeting is an
amendment to the Lafayette Municipal
Code about massage parlors.  There are
currently 19 such establishments
downtown.  Chapter 4-501 establishes
new standards that comply with
California law and spells out certain
minimum health and safety standards
for those businesses and their
employees.  Simply put – all massage
therapists and practitioners operating
within the city must be state certified,
and the businesses must be registered
with the city.  Ten pages outline who
and what is covered, along with
exemptions for other professionals like
physicians, nurses, physical therapists,
but also barbers, manicurists, nursing
homes, health clubs and more. C. Tyson

Historical Facelift for Plaza Park Shops
By Cathy Tyson
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535 CENTER STREET
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