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Lamorinda Women Launch Children’s Health Guild
By Courtney Bennett

At the beginning of this year, a

group of 50 Lamorinda

women launched a new non-profit,

the Children’s Health Guild, to

raise funds for Children’s Hospital

Oakland and the George Mark

Children’s House. Although the

Guild is a new organization, the

women were previously affiliated

with a group known as St. Luke’s

Junior Auxiliary, and had signifi-

cant experience supporting health

care services for low-income

women and children. Since its

founding 38 years ago, St. Luke’s

Junior Auxiliary had raised nearly

$3 million for the St. Luke’s

Health Care Center in San Fran-

cisco, which provides a wide range

of health care services for low-in-

come women and children.

     

The motivation for creating a

new non-profit started as a matter

of simple geography. St Luke’s

Junior Auxiliary was originally

founded by women in San Fran-

cisco, but as its membership

shifted to the East Bay, the group

found it increasingly challenging

to keep its members connected to,

and to raise funds for, a San Fran-

cisco-based health center.  St.

Luke’s Health Care Center’s finan-

cial fortunes also improved when

it became part of California Pacific

Medical Center (CPMC), which

stabilized its funding. 

     

When the group decided to

change its affiliation, the first step

was to identify a beneficiary. “We

wanted to stay true to our original

mission of providing medical care

for underserved communities, and

focusing on pediatric medical

care,” said Ellie Attwood, the Chil-

dren’s Health Guild’s first presi-

dent. “We also wanted a cause that

resonated with our membership,

and to make sure there was a criti-

cal financial need.”

     

With its mission to serve every

child regardless of their parent’s

ability to pay and a patient popula-

tion that largely depends on gov-

ernment-funded health care

programs, Children’s Hospital

Oakland met all of the group’s cri-

teria. Members also felt a strong

connection to the hospital, which

had provided care to many of their

children. One of the members also

suggested George Mark Children’s

House, a facility in San Leandro

that partners with CHO (and other

Bay Area hospitals) to provide

respite, transitional and hospice

care for infants, babies and chil-

dren. A crucial bridge between a

hospital and a child’s home,

George Mark relies heavily on

grants and private-sector funding.

“Together these organizations pro-

vide children and their families

with health care services for a

child’s full cycle of life,” said

Attwood.  

     

With their beneficiaries in

place, the next step was to get non-

profit status. When they were St.

Luke’s Junior Auxiliary, the

CPMC Foundation had provided

the group’s infrastructure and non-

profit tax status, but now the Chil-

dren’s Health Guild needed its own

non-profit status. Guild members

applied for non-profit status

through the state of California

(which involves registering for a

tax ID number, creating a mission

statement and by-laws and form-

ing a board), and received that des-

ignation last November. Next they

applied for 501(c)3 status, which is

a federal tax status that allows do-

nations to the organization to be

tax-deductible. Applying for

501(c)3 status is a more compli-

cated and involved process that re-

quires the help of an accountant or

attorney. 

     

Staff at the George Mark Chil-

dren’s House offered to support the

Guild by recommending an attor-

ney, and fronting the legal costs for

the 501(c)3 application process. 

     

GMCH co-founder and Med-

ical Director Barbara Beach ex-

plained why they took the unusual

step of helping the Children’s

Health Guild get its own nonprofit

status. “We haven’t done it before

and don’t anticipate doing it again,

but we recognized their history as

St. Luke’s Junior Auxiliary and

dedication to raising funds for chil-

dren’s health services,” Beach

said. “We felt confident that they

would be successful, and that this

would be a long-lasting relation-

ship.” 

     

Beach described such a rela-

tionship, with the Guild providing

on-going, long-term funds, as a

win-win financially. Right now,

the majority of GMCH’s funding

comes from grants, individual

donors, organizations, and com-

munity fundraisers.  It receives

only about one-third of its funding

as reimbursements from insurance

companies or the government.

“We are happy to support the Chil-

dren’s Health Guild,” she said.

“We think it’s fabulous they raise

funds for two entities that provide

health care for the whole span of a

child’s life – for curative care,

acute care, ongoing medical care

and palliative care.” 

     

The Children’s Health Guild

held its first fundraiser on May 12

at the Orinda Country Club, draw-

ing nearly 200 attendees from

around the Bay Area. The Studio

54-themed event featured a sit-

down dinner, and silent and live

auctions, and netted approximately

$62,000 for the group’s new bene-

ficiaries. Representatives from

Children’s Hospital Oakland and

the George Mark Children’s House

attended as well.

Participants have fun at Children’s Health Guild May 12 event, from left: Susie
Sovik, Katie Roberts, Eliza Veronda and Kendra Cullum. Photo Nikki Haramoglis 
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Two JM Students Given Moraga Lions Pride Award  
Submitted by Dan Hagan

The Moraga Lions recently

awarded two Joaquin Moraga

Intermediate School (JM) students,

Michael Clifford and Danielle

Rhoda, with the year’s first Moraga

Lions Pride Award, which recog-

nizes students at the Intermediate

School level for achievement and ef-

fort. According to Moraga Lions

President Dan Hagan, this is not an

award for the best students, but

rather an award to give recognition

to students that have provided a con-

sistent effort throughout the existing

school year to improve their aca-

demic achievement. 

      

“Any teacher who has had JM

student Michael Clifford as a student

would agree there are two things he

brings with him each day: his best ef-

fort and a smile,” said JM teacher

Kristen Anderson. “Moraga School

District has some of the best and

brightest students around; for a stu-

dent who must overcome some chal-

lenges to keep up with this peer

group, the day to day homework,

studying, and tests can be daunting.

However, Clifford never let up. He

forged ahead, staying later in class to

ask questions or get clarification on

assignments,” she said. “And he did

it with a positive attitude and tenacity

that isn't always found in middle

school students. He's a great example

to all of us, and these qualities will

take him far in life. We wish him all

the best as he moves on to high

school.”

      

Anderson added that JM student

Danielle Rhoda is the kind of student

any teacher would be thrilled to have.

“Although the academics don't al-

ways come easily to her, she remains

organized and responsible,” she said.

“She works tirelessly to stay on top of

her work, does the best she can on

every assignment and studies hard for

tests. It is important that students such

as Rhoda be recognized for the effort

they give so they learn hard work is

valued and pays off. I know she will

continue to make great progress over

the next two years at JM.”

Back row, from left: past Moraga Lions President Rich Laufenberg, Mark Clifford, Tom Rhoda; front: Joaquin
Moraga teacher Kristin Anderson, JM students Michael Clifford and Danielle Rhoda, Tina Rhoda, and new Moraga
Lions President Dan Hagan. Photo provided
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