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Meet the Mats’ New Boys’” Basketball Coach

By Conrad Bassett

Drew McDonald  Photo Kevin Ngin-
he new Miramonte High
School boys’ basketball coach,

Drew McDonald, is familiar with

Mats’ basketball, working with the

boys’ and girls’ programs as an assis-

tant coach. Next season, McDonald
will take on the new leadership role
as head coach.

“I am very excited about resum-
ing coaching as a head coach as, al-
though it is a huge amount of
additional work, it is an opportunity
to create something, rather than help-
ing someone else execute their vi-
sion,” McDonald said.

The first order of business was to
put together a staff of assistants. Mike
Miller, described by McDonald as “a

fantastic instructor” will join Steven
Dyer, an assistant from last year.

McDonald’s relationship with
Miramonte started long before his in-
volvement with the coaching staff. He
was a three-sport athlete for the Mata-
dors in high school, playing water
polo, basketball and swimming.
“Basketball being the sport that filled
the time between the other two,” Mc-
Donald said.

His love for basketball developed
when he began coaching youth bas-
ketball at the CYO level 12 years ago.
He also started Pure Hoops, an AAU
club that filled the gap locally for play-
ers moving on to AAU travel teams.

His coaching career at Miramonte
started six years ago when he as-
sumed the head coaching position of
the junior varsity team. His coaching
career has been filled with adjusting
from the head coach to assistant coach
positions, moving from JV coach to
assistant boys’ varsity to assistant
girls’ varsity.

McDonald’s knowledge of the
program and the players has allowed
him to jump in with both feet this sea-
son and he hopes to compete in a
tough Diablo Foothill Athletic

League. He takes the reins of a team
that was one game away from going
to the NCS finals last season and re-
turns four-of-five starters.

Still, McDonald knows that com-
petition will be tough. “Dublin returns
everyone and is probably the most tal-
ented group, and Campolindo returns
an excellent team and adds some tal-
ented underclassmen,” McDonald said.

The team has had several open
gyms and has been busy throughout
the summer getting to know each
other by playing in summer leagues
and travel tournaments.

“The summer is the time that we
hope to give the motivated kids a
chance to improve themselves and to
give the team the underpinning of
how we want them to play together,”
said McDonald.

This will be McDonald’s first
year in many that he has not been in-
volved in coaching a team with a Mc-
Donald playing for him. He had the
opportunity to coach his son, Spenser,
and his daughter, Devon.

He said it will be different, but his
coaching will remain the same. “As
a coach [ want to teach and I want to
deal with the athletes as honestly and

directly as I can. At the varsity level,
the athletes know they don’t get a tro-
phy for showing up any more and my
experience has been that they know
you’re there to make them better and
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to expect their best.”

Come next November, local prep
basketball fans should look forward
to another competitive year at Mira-
monte.
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Lafayette Little League Summer Update

9’s All-Stars:

Submitted by Shannon Vicencio

The Lafayette's 9-year-olds defended their first tournament win
with another title run at the 11th Annual Joey Moore Memorial
Tournament. An impressive 5-0-1 record brought the 9's a sec-
ond straight championship against a familiar opponent in Tassa-
jara Valley.

10’s All-Stars:

Top row, from left: Coach Brian Baker, Nicolas Bamont, Jack
Larsen, Colby Burns, Nick Kresnak, Brett Donat, Tommy
Thrasher, Coach Matt Hansen; bottom row: Murphy Baker,
David Sniderman, Owen Hansen, Vince Bianchina, Jack Muren,
Luke Miles, Ryan Reilly; not pictured: Coach Rick Bianchina

The Lafayette 10-year-old All-Stars opened their post-season
with a victory over Danville's All-Stars at Buckeye Field. The
win set the stage for a successful run in the District 4 tournament,
winning five games and outscoring their opponents 61-26. After
a loss to eventual District champion Walnut Creek, the 10's
peeled off four victories in a row before their run toward the
championship ended against Antioch on July 6th.

Following District, the 10's competed in their first invitational
tournament of the summer at the 26th Annual Granada Little
League Invitational Tournament held in Livermore that featured
eight District All-Star teams. The 10's won their semifinal game
against top-seeded Canyon Creek 12-2 and beat Tassajara Valley
10-0 for the championship in four innings. They will finish the
summer at the "Chachi Corral Tournament" in Danville.

12’s All-Stars:
Submitted by Shannon Vicencio

?IJ?? L”‘TLE LEAGHE

CALIFORMLA DIST 4
CHAMPIONS

Front row, from left: Seppi Ortman, Matty Vicencio, Ty
Whelehan, Ryan Regan, Dexter Varrelmann, John Torchio, Jake
Finegold; back row: Tyler Schenone, Matt Burns, Robby Rowell,
Kyle Mizell, Tyler Ewing

Coaches: John Whelehan, Buddy Rowell and Mark Vicencio

In the Little League International Tournament, Lafayette’s 12
year-old all-stars won the District 4 Championship by beating
Antioch 15-9. The win marks the first time that a 12 year-old
team from Lafayette captured a District Banner and the second
time this group of players brought home a championship.

The road to the title was not an easy one because Lafayette lost
a game early in the tournament and was forced to play through

the loser’s bracket. Facing elimination in seven consecutive
games, Lafayette played some of their best baseball, compiling
an 8-1 record.

In the Championship game, Lafayette stormed out to a 15-4.

Lafayette moved on to Sectionals held in Fairfield, but lost early
in the tournament

12’s:
Submitted by Jill McTaggart

Photos provided

Lafayette Little League fielded a 12-year-old tournament team
this summer, playing in three local tournaments. The team went
9-4, going to the finals in two out of three tournaments. The team
won the Granada Tournament, placed second in the TOPS Tour-
nament, and lost in the semi-finals of the Livermore National
Tournament.

The team was led by the hitting of Chris Armanino, Drake Fettig,
Ryan Burnett, Justin Pratt, Will Grace and Kevin Tuholski; the
fielding of Gareth Kwok and Ben Ross; the pitching of Matthew
Moorehead, Daniel Flaherty, Brian Merken, and Michael Bone;
and the catching of Jared Kolsut and Nick Shirmer.
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Mt IO TR BT [ FousCenng |
Piano/guitar RODAN + FIELDS T & T PAINTING CO SWARTS i
et www.totalclean.biz
w/Robbie Dunbar Dermatologists Sales Consultants | 57 vaayg Experience Int & Ext CONSTRUCTION

All levels welcome!
I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition

needed - learn more information,
purchase or Attend an event at:
www.jdeanlawrence.myrandf.com

Julie Lawrence @ 925.323.9509

Our Workmanship & References
Speak for Themselves
CA Lic#616357 BONDED

«Drainage
« Remodel

925-323-9706

Jazz . Blues . Rock . Folk

Special Summer Discounts!

robbiednbr@gmail.com For Sale
Tempurpedic Mattress OUR H °
— King size mattress/box spring i
]%k‘fskm{ge.s (72"wx84l) 3 yrs old, rarely used. Specializing in
Lamonmfa $900. 925-954-7708 high quality interior painting
guitar Lic.#953962/Bonded/Insured
Stuc[io Knabe Baby Grand piano ANINSIDE JoB .}
(1938) is 52" w x 5'6"d, good Mark Alexander %I'
"-..

wood finish and great tone, piano
bench. $5,500. 925-954-7708

Steve Thaw 376-3380 Moraga

www.swartsco.com
INSURED BONDED Lic# 613717

« Free Estimates - Seismic Retrofit

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.

- House Leveling Insured and bonded 376-1004.

«35yrs. Lamorinda

925.250.6610

Monica’s Cleaning
Residential & Commercial Janitorial Services

Lic. Free Estimates (925) 348-3761

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

Owner

I'm local, and I'm a very nice guy!

General Contractor: All types

933-3111

www.jackeskridge.com

Piano Tuning

Experienced Piano Tuning
By local music teacher
925-323-9706

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great
pricing and coverage for Biz

Gen Liab, W Comp, Homes, Auto,
Life. (925) 247-4356 OE90108

Upright Weber Piano for sale
in Moraga. 1967 model. Was
purchased from and tuned by a
professional tuner for our daughter’s
piano lessons a few years ago.
Some imperfections in the wood
on one area, but in great shape.
$700. Call (925) 330-1983.

Computer lessons

On-Site Computer Service

« All Major Brands « Troubleshooting « Wireless
Networking - Data Recovery « Website Design &
Hosting « Technology Consulting « Virus/Spyware Removal

« Affordable Rates - Certified Technicians
925-322-9577 « 510-225-5061
wwwi.fastteks.com « wli@fastteks.com

reach 60,000+
with your ad

(925) 370-6558 - (925) 787-6684 ce!
grizzmark@shcglobal.net

Quality Painting
Affordable Prices & Reliable Service.
All qualified craftsmen. Complete &

thorough preparation, drywall texture &

repair, wallpaper removal, acoustic ceiling
removal & color matching. 35 years
experience. License # 500800

Telephone: (925) 687-2265

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com

of Concrete Work, Remodeling,
Plumbing, Tiles, Painting, Fences,
Landscaping. Affordable Rates.
Lic. #780107. Bonded & Insured.
Call Ben: (925) 497-7400

Fix, Paint, Repair anything.
Professional & Reliable
Call Terry 925-788-1663

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Tree & brush removal.
Poison Oak removal. 376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded

WE HOP TO IT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

| Hauling |
FLO’S HAULING

Quick & easy - reasonable rates
(925) 521-4767

Grout & Tile

Say “Goodbye” to Ugly Grout!
T % .GroutTile - Cleaning Sealer
+ Repair & Restoration
= amThe Grout Specialist Co.

925-323-3914, www.groutspecialistco.com






