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Writing your college essay

Tough!

does not have to be.

Elizabeth helps you write essays that are
thoughtful, well-constructed and highlight your
unique personality and special experiences.

“Christian was selected as a Reynolds Scholar
at Wake Forest University. We would like to
thank you for all that you 've done for him—
this would not have happened without you.”
~The Medved Family, April 2012

Call Elizabeth 925 891-4491 or email

!
-"r‘ Doang Colbege
: elizabeth@doingcollege.com.

Elizabeth LaScala, PhD
Certified College Advisor

www.doingcollege.com

Essay Workshops in
September and October or
by personal appointment.

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic
is a brand new
facility owned by
“Dr. Laurie”
Langford who has
been caring for
animals in Orinda
for 15 years.

Phone: (925) 317-3187
Fax: (925) 334-7017
Email: tvwvc@theaterviewvetclinic.com
www.theaterviewvetclinic.com

1 Bates Blvd., Suite 200, Orinda

Haddon

HEATING & COOLING (_‘

TP HetHaddon Famlly, Orinda Residents, Owners/Operators T

Your comfort is our #1 priority
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' Tune up your Air Conditioner -i
I for summer

I
* Offer exp. A August 31 s 7 9

925-521-1380

www.haddonheatingcooling.com

Writing College Essays?
Need help?

Writing coach Cynthia Brian
helps college applicants
write compelling essays.

"Rachel powered through her essay
and application after her session
with you. Working with you was the
right focus, right person, right time.
We can't thank you enough! You are
amazing!" Mother

Call 925-377-STAR or email
Cynthia@CynthiaBrian.com

Hourly fees. Book your writing session today. Cynthia cares.

Betty Has a Beamer, I've Got A Bike

Three teens weigh in on monetary inequality

It’s Just Not Fair!

By Morgan Hunter

Sometimes, as a teenager, it’s easy to feel like ma-
terial possessions are the center of our world, es-
pecially in high-income towns like Moraga, Lafayette,
and Orinda. It’s easy to feel left out when you don’t
have the newest phone or the nicest clothes. It’s espe-
cially easy to forget that not everyone is on a level
playing field in terms of wealth. And it’s easy to feel
that life is unfair.

For my senior year in high school, I will share a
single, rented room with my mother. It’s not what I
would choose, but I don’t have an option. “What a lot
of people don’t understand,” says Campolindo student,
Suzie (not her real name), “is that not everyone in our
community is from a high-income family. A lot of kids
don’t have the money for fancy cars and other expen-
sive things, and it really bugs me when people aren’t
considerate of that.” While monetary status appears to
dominate lives in this community, for teens, it is criti-
cal to remember that a parent’s bank balance does not
determine what our individual future will be.

John, a Lamorinda student states that “sometimes
I look at other kids and think to myself: “Why can’t |
have that? Why does life have to be so hard for me?’ 1
know so many kids who have a license and a car that
was given to them ‘just because.” I have a job and |
still can’t afford a car.”

Although Lamorinda is considered a wealthy area,

there are low-income families living here as well. Not
everyone is fortunate enough to drive a BMW and in
fact, some people may not be able to even afford a
bike. Having money is great, yet many of us go with-
out. Fair or not fair, this is life.

Morgan is a Campolindo senior with a passion for
art, writing, and birds. She enjoys long walks on the
beach, obscure Internet jokes, and red pandas.

Feeling Inferior?

By Robbie Sadre
Q t some point in life everyone feels inadequate.

When I joined my school track team I was tremen-
dously excited to finally be a part of a sports squad. I
was disappointed on the first day of practice to witness
that I was light years behind my fellow teammates dur-
ing the running exercises. It dawned on me that I
would never be a star athlete. I am five foot four inches
at 17 years old and run an eight minute 43 second
mile! Instead of quitting, I challenged myself to im-
prove. With hard work and dedication I managed to
stay on the team.

High school is a time of comparing ourselves to
others. Peer pressure is fierce and questioning our per-
sonal worth is standard. Some things we can control,
but many things we cannot.

For example, many of the students at my school
arrive in brand new BMW and Mercedes Benz auto-
mobiles. My parents drive me to school but in my sen-
ior year, I will borrow my father’s Corolla for the
commute. Some people would be ashamed to drive an
old car. Instead of feeling inadequate, I take the words
of Henry David Thoreau to heart: "It is not what you
look at, but what you see.” I don’t look at a car as a
means of expressing a lavish and extravagant lifestyle
provided to me by my parents. I see the used Toyota
as a means of pragmatic transportation. When I con-
sider the high maintenance fees of a BMW or Mer-

cedes, my father’s Corolla is cooler.

Often students feel judged based on the wealth and
prominence of their parents. Most teens have felt in-
sufficient for something—being too tall, too short, too
skinny, too fat, too poor, and even too rich. I won’t
deny that there are indeed those who criticize others
based on these factors. Rather than blame yourself for
what you can't control, spend more time improving in
areas that you can.

It is only normal, and perhaps healthy to feel in-
adequate at times as long as we don’t allow a car to
define who we are or will be. If I don’t enjoy driving,
I can always run.

Senior Robbie
Sadre is the co-
creator of the
Be the Star You
Are!® Clubs at
local high
schools.  He
plays guitar in
his fiee time.
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Dealing with Lifestyle Inequality

By Caie Kelley

hile grabbing coffee or arriving at a friend’s

house in Lamorinda, it’s normal to park my
family’s beige, 14-year-old Toyota Sienna van next to
BMWs, Mercedes, and other luxury vehicles.

Don’t get me wrong. [ love my car, however, it is
not exactly a Sweet 16 dream car.

Affluence abounds in Lamorinda. As teenagers
living here, we receive a great education as well as
many opportunities not afforded to those who live
nearby. But even in our sheltered area, inequality ex-
ists. Not every family indulges in elaborate European
vacations or drives new cars — and even those who do
splurge are not necessarily wealthier than those who
don’t.

People who live in Lafayette, Moraga, or Orinda
are not financially ‘equal.” One family buys their
daughter a customized Volkswagen Bug for her 16th
birthday, while another girl walks to school.

How do teenagers around the area view these in-
equities?

Hannah Li, a junior at Miramonte High School,
explains, “We are fortunate enough to live in an area
where the majority of the population is well off. There
aren’t huge disparities, but examples of inequality can
be found. This goes from the nonchalant purchasing
of pricey cafeteria food to the new BMW 6 series
rolling into the parking lot. It’s unavoidable.”

Another teen, Ben Chiu, agreed, “Everyone who
lives here knows that they’re in the “upper end’ in
terms of class status and economic stability. We don’t

have to go out of our way to deal with it.”

As lucky as we are, lifestyle inequalities exist.
Having a nicer car or bigger home isn’t something that
causes huge problems. We value our economic situa-
tion, acknowledge the disparity, and accept it for what
it is.

Betty may have a beamer while [’ve got an old
van, and that’s okay!

Caie Kelley is an 11th grader at Miramonte High
School. She enjoys swimming, playing piano, and par-
ticipating in public speaking as well as tutoring ele-
mentary school kids.

Teen Scene is YOUR voice. If you have something
to say or have writing skills and want to be part of
our Teen Scene team, email our Teen Coach, Cynthia
Brian, Cynthia@CynthiaBrian.com.

The opinions expressed in Teen Scene are those of the writer and not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly.

Submit stories andstory ideas to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com






