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hicago Cubs Center Fielder Brett Jackson

remembers watching Giants games with
his dad while growing up, well, watching half a
game anyway. “I’d rather play than watch,” he
said.

His dad, Peter Jackson, explained that his
son had a specific goal. “When he was a tyke of
six years old, he had a plastic bat in hand and
said that he wanted to be a ‘baseball man.””

Instead of growing out of his dream like
most kids do, Jackson grew into his.

Jackson’s baseball career began at the age of
four when he began to play for the Orinda Base-
ball Association. It wasn’t long until baseball be-
came Jackson’s sole athletic focus. Once an avid
snow-skier, hiker, and water-skier, he sacrificed
summers with his family to attend baseball
camps. “Every summer since he was 14, he’s yet
to have a summer at home,” his dad recalled.

Brett’s dedication earned him a position on
Miramonte High School’s baseball team, where
he earned DFAL First-Team All-League honors
his junior and senior years.

Atthe age of 16, UC Berkeley recruited him
to play for the Golden Bears. At Cal, he studied
sociology and art, while achieving All-American
status on the field.

“It’s hard to see how you size up in the big
baseball world when you are in high school.
Playing at Cal and [for] summer college leagues
gave me confidence I could work hard and
maybe play at the highest level,” Brett said.

After Brett’s junior year at Cal, he accom-
plished his lifelong dream of playing Major
League Baseball. He was drafted in the first
round, 31st overall, by the Chicago Cubs in
2009.

Jackson was called up from the minors to
make his debut for the Cubs on August 5.

Playing in the Majors is different than Brett
had imagined it. Growing up, he thought players
just showed up to play at game time. Instead,

Brett and his family in 2009
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Matador Becomes a Chicago Cub

By Rebecca Eckland
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Jackson arrives hours before the first pitch to
watch video.

“This is a 9-10 hour a day job,” he explained,

“Sometimes, it feels like a 24/7 job, seven | -

12

months a year!

However, Jackson enjoys the extra time to
develop his skills. “The combination of coaching
and technology... [has] allowed for the ability to
fine-tune areas of my game that I never had be-
fore,” he said, “I simply want to take full advan-
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Correction: In the last issue in the OMPA High Point Winner sidebar, we only
listed one high-point winner for the boys’ 6-and-under category. However,
Bronsen Trunzo tied for the top finish, also earning high point honors.

Five Year Old Makes Waves

Submitted by Eddie Lee
il eI, o Bronsen Trunzo had
an incredible swim

(Pt L [T “ season. As a five-year-
old competing against
six-year-olds, Trunzo
went undefeated in
dual-meets. He also
won the high point at
Bottom’s Up Invita-
tional and at Meadow
Mini Meet Invitational,
where he broke a 20-
year-old meet record in
the 25 back.

Following his top
finish at OMPA, he
competed at the Contra
Costa County Champi-
onships where he placed
third in back and third
in breast.
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tage of that.”

Yet, the strength of competition has been a
challenge for Jackson. He has struggled at the
plate, accumulating 31 strikeouts for 61 bats,
while batting .197 before last weekend's series.

“[My] biggest adjustment has been the ad-
ditional speed of the game--the pitchers are the
best in the world,” he said.

Brett found a rhythm last weekend against the

Colorado Rockies though. He notched two home | ;

runs in as many games, including a bomb that
sparked a winning rally for the Cubs on Friday.
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The Acalanes Dons traveled to Hercules to take on the Titans in their season opener on August
24.The Dons dominated the game, winning 34-7. Junior Peter Mitchell and senior DeShawn
Johnson combined for rushing 261 yards and four touchdowns. Acalanes next travels to take
on Skyline in Oakland in their season opener on August 31. Photos Ohlen Alexander
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Campollndo took on Moreau Catholic in Hayward ina teIeV|sed game on August 24. The
Cougars rolled to 48-28 victory. Senior quarterback Brett Stephens recorded 166 yards on 6-
of-7 passing to notch two touchdowns. Campo will host St. Patrick/St. Vincent (0-1) next Fri-
day, August 31 at 7:00 p.m.

The Mats played host to Marln Cathollc last years NCS runner- up, on August 24. Miramonte
fell to the visitors, 31-14. The Mats had a 14-10 lead in the third quarter, when Marin Catholic
switched to a running game and took over. Miramonte next travels five hours to take on Eu-
reka (0-1) on Saturday, September 1.
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Music Lessons

For Sale

e painting . Construction |

Windows & Gutters

\Piano/guitar w/ Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!
I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition
Piano tuning as well! §
925-323-9706
robbiednbr@gmail.com

Piano Tuning

Experienced Piano Tuning
By local music teacher
925-323-9706

Computer lessons

On-Site Computer Service

« All Major Brands « Troubleshooting « Wireless
Networking - Data Recovery « Website Design &
Hosting « Technology Consulting « Virus/Spyware Removal

- Affordable Rates - Certified Technicians
925-322-9577 « 510-225-5061
wwwi.fastteks.com « wli@fastteks.com

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great
pricing and coverage for Biz

Gen Liab, W Comp, Homes, Auto,
Life. (925) 247-4356 OE90108

Upright Weber Piano for sale
in Moraga. 1967 model. Was
purchased from and tuned by a
professional tuner for our daughter’s
piano lessons a few years ago.
Some imperfections in the wood
on one area, but in great shape.
$700 or BO. Call (925) 330-1983.

House Cleaning |

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Monica’s Cleaning
Residential & Commercial Janitorial Services
Lic. Free Estimates (925) 348-3761

Grout & Tile

Say “Goodbye” to Ugly Grout!
T ¥ . GroutTile - Cleaning Sealer
« Repair & Restoration
= . .The Grout Specialist Co.

925-323-3914, www.groutspecialistco.com

| Hauling |
FLO’S HAULING

Quick & easy - reasonable rates
(925) 521-4767

T & T PAINTING CO

27 Years Experience Int & Ext
Our Workmanship & References
Speak for Themselves

CA Lic # 616357 BONDED

Steve Thaw 376-3380 Moraga

LET BRIGHTEN
YOUR HOME!

Specializing in
high quality interior painting

Lic.#953962/Bonded/Insured

ANINSIDE JOB )

<

I'm local, and I'm a very nice guy!

(925) 370-6558 - (925) 787-6684 cc
grizzmark@shcglobal.net

Mark Alexander

Owner

Quality Painting
Affordable Prices & Reliable Service.
All qualified craftsmen. Complete &

thorough preparation, drywall texture &
repair, wallpaper removal, acoustic ceiling
removal & color matching. 35 years
experience. License # 500800

Telephone: (925) 687-2265

$8 per 1/2" classified ad height

Email to:
classified@lamorindaweekly.com

SWARTS
CONSTRUCTION
« Free Estimates « Seismic Retrofit
- Drainage « House Leveling
« Remodel «35yrs. Lamorinda

925.250.6610

www.swartsco.com
INSURED BONDED Lic# 613717

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

Fix, Paint, Repair anything.
Professional & Reliable

Call Terry 925-788-1663

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Tree & brush removal.
Poison Oak removal. 376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com

Vickers Rain Gutter

Installation, repair,
roof & gutter cleaning
Serving Lamorinda since 1964, Many
styles of gutters with soldered down-
spouts.....Senior discount....free est...lic
677426. | do the work myself & take
prideinit....Ken 925-6867-8631

WE HOP TO IT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

reach 60,000+ with your ad






