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Chateau Lafayette Residents
Request Permitted Parking

By Cathy Tyson
City staff has been investigating
car ownership in an effort to
scope out who is parking on Moraga
Boulevard between Moraga Road
and First Street, to find a solution
for residents of Chateau Lafayette
who are forced to park some dis-
tance away from home. There is
“considerable parking intrusion,”
noted a staff report prepared for the
August 20, 2012 meeting of the Cir-
culation Commission, mostly due to
its proximity to commercial areas.
Employees who work nearby or
folks taking BART to work for the
day are likely culprits for the lack of
parking available for residents at the
Chateau.

With parking available only on
the south side of the street, and pres-
sure from nearby La Fiesta Square,
Lafayette Elementary and Golden
Gate Way, it’s easy to see why the
street is full of cars parked all day
long. According to City Engineer
Tony Coe, the width of the road is in-
sufficient for two way traffic and
parking on both sides of the street.
Single family homes on the south
side of the street, opposite the
Chateau, have garages and drive-
ways to accommodate their vehicles.

Residents on the 3500 block of
Moraga Boulevard expressed sup-
port for a $12 per year parking per-
mit, limited to one per household,
that could be renewed annually.
While the City can’t dictate where
employees of local businesses park,
they can tighten the rules of the road
as a way to encourage parking else-
where. There’s a free, under-uti-
lized parking area, just down
Moraga Road, in a lot recently pur-
chased by the City of Lafayette, that
has no time limits — a good alterna-
tive for shoppers and workers rather
than taking parking from senior cit-
izens who live at Chateau Lafayette.

“There have been a number of
hiccups in the process, I'm thankful
we can finally bring this to the Cir-
culation Commission tonight,” said
Transportation Planner Leah Green-
blat.

Results of a parking survey by
City staff revealed that less than 30
percent of the cars parked on the
block, measured at various times
over a two-day period, were regis-
tered to Moraga Boulevard homes.

With 66 apartments and only 22
parking spaces on the Chateau
Lafayette premises, on average, nine
residents park on the street on most
days. When the Chateau was built
years ago, seniors weren’t living as
long and a smaller percentage were
driving, so the city approved the de-
sign with less than the standard re-
quired number of parking spaces.

Tenants are now living longer
and receiving health care and phys-
ical therapy services at home, creat-
ing a need for parking for service
providers like visiting nurses and
physical therapists. Faster turnover
of spaces would open up the street
for health care workers and perhaps
parents parking while dropping off
children at the Old Firehouse Pre-
school, around the corner on Mor-
aga Road.

After hearing passionate com-
ments from many of the elderly
Chateau residents, Circulation
Commissioners were in agreement
about creating a permit parking area
with a two-hour limit on the block,
but disagreed with a staff recom-
mendation to allow just four permits
for the Chateau. Part of the city’s
survey showed that the 4 on-site vis-
itor’s spaces were empty most of the
time. Staff recommended using 2 of
those spots for residents—that plus
4 permits would give Chateau resi-
dents a combined six additional
parking spaces — solving most, but
not all, of the problem.

Treva Perkins of the Chateau
Lafayette Tenants’ Association
kicked off the effort with a Trans-
portation Action Request Form last
year. At the meeting she com-
mented that “two-hour parking is
warranted, but four permits are not
enough, elderly residents need to be
able to park close by.”

... continued on page A8

City Council Continues Public
Hearings to September

Although the proposed roundabout and streetscape improvements
were on the agenda at the August 13 City Council meeting, due to an
abundance of resident comments and the late hour no final decisions
were made. The public hearing will be continued on September 24,
giving City staff an opportunity to provide alternative options for
street improvements. Residents’ concerns ranged from traffic implica-
tions and ease of access to the driveways of businesses that front Mt.
Diablo Boulevard, to maintenance costs.

The public hearing on the certification of the Final Environmental Im-
pact Report on the Downtown Specific Plan, as well as a vote on the
Plan itself, is slated for September 10 at the Community Hall of the
Lafayette Library and Learning Center.
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KEITH KATZMAN
Knows Moraga Real Estate

925.376.7776
kkatzman@pacunion.com

I'M SELLING HOMES FAST! YOURS COULD BE NEXT.
CALL ME FOR A NO OBLIGATION VISIT!

RESERVED FOR
YOUR HOME!

Everything | fouch
turns to Sold...

PENDING WITH 4 OFFERS!
428 Zinfandel Circle
4BR/2BA, 2391+ sq. ft., $619,000

SOLD!
10 Woodford Drive
3BR/2BA, 1924+ sq. ft., $665,000

SOLD! SOLD! SOLD!
1043 Camino Pablo, Moraga 1099 Sanders Rd, Moraga 1891 Apollo Court
$1,085,000 4BR/2BA, 1967% sq. ft., $720,000 Represented Buyer, $392,500

Moraga Resident since 1966.
Successfully selling real estate for over 26 years.

PACIFIC
UNION

INTERNATIONAL

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE

A Member Of Real Living

Time to evaluate your Medicare insurance?

* We're local !
*  We represent all major insurance companies.
*  What's the best plan for you?

We will help.

Call Sue or Jim today (925) 254-6262

{7 sl (147 =0 Insurance Services

Life, Health, Long Term Care

Breedlove Insurance Services is not connected with the Federal Medicare program. By calling this number [
understand I will be directed to a licensed insurance sales agent. This is an advertisement for insurance.
CA License 0F27269

Boys Sizes 8 to 20

Jr's Jansport®

Take an Extra

20% OFF

All Kids
Underwear

and Socks

I Levi’s®

Jeans

505 Straight Leg. 39.99
msrp 58.00

39.99
msrp 58.00

550 Relax Fit

514 Slim Fit .
msrp 58.00

511 Skinny Fit 42.99
msrp 58.00

Kids

“Super
Break”

34.99

MSRP 45.00
Asst. Colors
and Prints

I Levi’s®
Jeans

514 Slim 29.99
msrp 42.00

29.99
msrp 42.00

Entire Selection of

< Uiy
ONEILL

2| & BONG

. -.550 Relax msrpz;..gg 5 % O F F

Shoes

511 Skinny

44.99

MSRP 60.00

SALE!

Jr's

Summer

Shorts,

i Swim,

Tanks

&Tops
Up To

50%"

Price As Marked

10 Bay Area Stores
to serve you!

French

Terry
Jegging

Pants
By Real Love

17.99

Compare
at 27.00
Girls 7-16

AUBURN
EIm Street next to CVS & SaveMart

(530) 885-0500

LAFAYETTE DANVILLE
Plaza Center

(925) 283-3380  (925) 837-0261

MONTCLAIR

Town and Country 6211 Medau PI. Oakland

(510) 339-2210

All Jr’s
Denim

And

Pants
50/ OFF

ORINDA MORAGA WALNUT CREEK
Village Square Moraga Center
(925) 254-3448 (925) 376-7252 (925) 935-9300

CONCORD SONOMA NAPA
Vineyard Center Marketplace Center Napa Town Center
(925) 827-0330 (707) 996-4465 (707) 255-9375

Mens and

Boys 8 to 20

UPTO

40% OFF

Shorts, T’s
Swim, Shirts, etc.

All Vans®
$5.00 OFF

Original prices starting
at 29 99 (less $5.00)

Countrywood Center






