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“BART Mural” Becomes Orinda Community Center Fixture

Dedication ceremony scheduled for September 4

By Laurie Snyder

The mural formerly known as “the BART mural” has found a new home on the exterlor wall of the kinder gym building at the Orinda Community Center.

q new, brightly colored work of
art is catching the eyes of visi-

tors to the Orinda Community Center
and its neighboring park — the Orinda
Historical Landmarks Mural.

The painting is a replica of the
mural that has been located, for more
than 30 years, to the left of the en-
trance to Orinda’s BART station. That
BART art, done by a local sign com-

pany, was based on a smaller painting
created originally in 1975 by Lonie
Bee. The BART mural was later
granted Historic Landmark status.
By the mid-1990s, the mural be-
came so weathered that a group of
concerned Orindans worked to re-
store it, but dripping water and further
weathering damaged those repairs. So
in 2011, a new crop of community

leaders, including representatives
from the Orinda Historical Society
(OHS), Historic Landmarks Commis-
sion, Arts Council, and other support-
ers took action to save the mural
before it was destroyed.

Funds were provided by the
Orinda Community Foundation and
the City of Orinda, and local muralist
Ellen Silva (www.ellensilva.com)
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was brought on board. Initially, plan-
ners had hoped to move the mural to
a location better protected from the el-
ements; however, the damage was so
extensive that the committee doubted
that a new restoration would last. Ad-
ditionally, BART managers did not
want the mural moved until they
could install something to replace it.
So, the decision was made to have

Silva replicate the mural at its new lo-
cation.

Silva scanned Bee’s original
painting, magnifying key sections to
document the mural’s details, and
painted the new work on a more
durable backing. She then added coats
of varnish to further protect the
replica.

The colors — much brighter than
what BART viewers grew accus-
tomed to seeing — reflect Bee’s early
vision. His original painting, now in
delicate condition, remains in good
hands with OHS. Says Silva, “I’ve
been honored to work with this won-
derful group of Orinda residents to
bring Lonie Bee’s original art back to
life.”

City leaders anticipate that the at-
traction will become increasingly
popular as student groups touring
Orinda’s historic sites begin using the
mural as their starting point when ex-
ploring the community.

A dedication ceremony will begin
at 5:30 p.m. September 4 at the
Orinda Community Park.

ORINDA $1,250,000
3/3. Mid-century, reinvented with
eco-friendly materials and
period-sensitive styling.

Bev Arnold 925-253-4600
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ORINDA $1,875,000
5/3.2. Elegant gated Orinda Estate in
Country Club section with view of
the water.

Steve Stahle 925-253-4600

ORINDA
3/2.
"Huge" flat back yard/fabulous views.
Remodeled single level.

Elena Hood
F

$1,150,000

925-253-4600

ORINDA $3,650,000
4+/4.5. Romantic, Contemporary Villa
Built in ’90 on 1.3 Ac with Amazing
Gardens,Vistas & Privacy.

The Hattersley’s 925-253-4600

ORINDA
5/4.5.
Private Mediterranean Villa with

$1,949,000

Spectacular Yard, Gardens & Play Areas.

Shellie Kirby 925-253-4600

LAFAYETTE $1,699,000
5/3.5.Short Sale. Beautifully updated,
yard w/pool, lawns, slate patio & much
more! Detached guest house.

The Beaubelle Group 925-253-4600

ORINDA $1,785,000
4/3. Charming traditional Cape Cod
home in the Country Club
neighborhood. Many special features!
Laura Abrams 925-253-4600

Coldwell Banker makes YOU #1

Frank Woodward, CB Agent

“Frank provided 5 Star service from start to finish. We always felt like he was going

to bat for us and serving our interests in the purchase. In the end we walked away

with the home we w

anted for the price we wanted. Does not get any better that that!!

I have worked with 4 agents in buying and selling multiple homes, and Frank tops the

list by a mile. He delivers the goods.”

Steve Stahle, CB Agent

— Warren and Esther P

“All through each phase of the transaction we were confident that you were the right

Agent. You were meticulous in keeping us informed at every step along the way. You

provided sound and reasoned counsel during the final negotiation and helped make us

comfortable with the offer we ultimately accepted. We want to acknowledge your

professionalism throughout the short three months from listing to sale, we alw

cared for. Thanks, Steve, for a great job!”

LAFAYETTE $975 000
4/2.5. Fantastic Home! Single Ivl
completed updated 2353 sq ft home
w/gourmet kitchen, level yard.

Elena Hood

5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925.253.4600
2 Theatre Square, Suite 211 | Orinda | 925.253.6300

925-253-4600 Shannon Conner

LAFAYETTE $1,495,000
4/4. www.7CrestRoad.com

Updated home on a large flat .42 acre
corner lot. Do not miss!

925-253-4600

LAFAYETTE $1,775,000
4/4. Panoramic views + resort-style living!
Tucked in a cul-de-sac w/ a private parking
court & 3 car garage on almost a full acre.

The Hattersley’s 925-253-4600

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

— Greg and Sue F. and Paul and Vicky

ORINDA $979,900
4/2.5. Updated home w/level yard near
swim club & top schools. Hardwd,
dual-pane, granite.

The HoIc nbergTeam 925-253- 4600

LAFAYETTE $1,639,000
3/3. Exceptional Single Level Shingled
Springhill Home with Park-Like Creek
Side Setting.

Maureen Wilbur 925-253-4600

AR
'.ll". ".\:\\ TR
LAFAYETTE $2,495,000
4/4. Tucked behind two gates this
majestic Happy Vly Estate set upon 3
acres is truly an entertainer’s paradise!
Chad Morrison 925-253-4600

ORINDA
4/3.5.3972 square feet including Au-
pair unit. Close to downtown with
views!

Vlatka Bathgate

$1,299,000

925-253-4600

ORINDA $6 |95 000
5/4.5. Truly extraordinary! This
majestic, private, park-like 24 acre view
estate with gated security entrance.

The Hattersley’s 925-253-4600

PREVIE

LAFAYETTE $2,850,000
5/5. Beautiful custom estate situated on
approx. 2.4 private acres. Gated
entrance, shared tennis ct, 2 pool sites.
The Beaubelle Group  925-253-4600

californiamoves.com
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