
Two incoming trustees, Alex

Evans and Stephen Anderson,

will officially join the Moraga-Orinda

Fire District (MOFD) Board of Direc-

tors when they are sworn in this De-

cember.  At the Board meeting held

September 5, the current Board ap-

proved scheduling two public work-

shops before that time to help the new

members become acclimated to the

legal and governance responsibilities

of the Board.

      

Evans and Anderson each ran for

one of the Board seats vacated last

February.  They ran unopposed and

were appointed in lieu of election.

Evans will represent Division 5 in

Orinda and Anderson will represent

Division 3, which encompasses parts

of Moraga, Orinda and Canyon.

They will join Fred Weil, Frank Sper-

ling and John Wyro to complete the

five-member Board of Directors.

      

Weil’s term on MOFD’s Board is

set to expire this November and he

also chose to seek re-election.  He ran

unopposed and was appointed in lieu

of election and will be sworn-in this

December alongside Evans and An-

derson.  Weil will continue to repre-

sent Division 2 in Moraga.  

      

The workshops will be held dur-

ing regularly scheduled Board of Di-

rectors’ meetings on October 3 and

November 7.  MOFD’s legal counsel

will facilitate the first workshop,

which will focus on the legal require-

ments of Board members.  The sec-

ond workshop will discuss

governance, protocols, policies and

decorum.  MOFD Fire Chief Randy

Bradley had suggested that Board

President Fred Weil facilitate this

workshop, however Weil recom-

mended that an outside facilitator be

retained, allowing him to be a general

member along with the others.

      

During the meeting the Board of

Directors also approved comments

offered by Chief Bradley in response

to the Contra Costa County Grand

Jury report:  “Contra Costa County

Fire Protection and Emergency Re-

sponse Services, Leveraging Com-

bined Strengths to Address Individual

Weaknesses.”

      

In the report, the Grand Jury’s

findings noted declining revenue, in-

creasing personnel costs, the need to

examine alternatives to how fire

agencies are structured, and reducing

expenses and finding additional rev-

enue for some individual fire agen-

cies.  The Grand Jury’s

recommendations included ensuring

a ‘sunset’ clause to any proposed par-

cel tax while evaluating alternative

service delivery models, and that Fire

Agencies, Local Agency Formation

Commission of Contra Costa County

(LAFCO) and the County should co-

operate in evaluating these alternative

service delivery models.

      

MOFD was required to respond

to each of the findings and recom-

mendations.  Bradley’s comments

agreed or ‘agreed in principle’ with

most of them, but disagreed on one of

the recommendations.  With regards

to Fire Agencies, LAFCO and the

County finding ways to evaluate and

adopt alternative service delivery

models, Bradley did not agree and

stated that action should be taken only

when in the best interest of the citi-

zens they serve.

      

Board Member Frank Sperling

was more direct.  He noted that while

there is a good deal of information

within the report, there were no spe-

cific, actionable findings or recom-

mendations and was unclear about the

purpose of the report.  “(Responding

to this) is an absolute waste of every-

body’s time,” said Sperling.  Wryo

and Weil agreed.

      

Coming out of closed session at

the beginning of this meeting, Weil

stated that because of the recent pas-

sage of the pension reform bill, fur-

ther collective bargaining meetings

with Union 1230 would need to be

put on hold until MOFD’s labor ne-

gotiator has the opportunity to review

the bill and determine its effects on

MOFD and the current negotiations.

In July, MOFD and Union leaders

had reached an impasse in their labor

negotiations, failing to reach an agree-

ment on a Memorandum of Under-

standing.  Weil said their labor

negotiator would return in two weeks

with recommendations.
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UPHOLSTERY SPECIALIST
REFINISHING AND RESTORATION

Family Owned And Operated For Over 55 yrs.

• Slipcovers • Pillows • Window Cushions 
• Custom Upholstery • Design Consulting

Marine - Commercial - Residential
Pickup & Delivery Available • Free Estimates By Phone

Mon.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-2

3418 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette (925) 962-0579

 C abinet  M odifications
With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify
most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:
       • Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances
       • Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts
       • Cabinet alterations/repairs 
Thinking about home, office, entertainment, custom cabinetry, shelving,

crown mouldings, baseboards, new doors or mantels? We can help there, too!

925.827.1093 Paul Kephart Master Craftsman
www.TheCabinetMd.com

Licensed Cabinet & 
Millwork Contractor

#598395

CABINETMAKER
We custom build to your design                     

Built-in storage and furniture

Any material you choose!
510.535.1222
Charles Ferguson

Lic. 446488 C-6 www.everwoodcabinets.com

Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair. 

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References

Full design team resources available 

Lic
# 6

81
59

3

General Contractor

925.631.1055 www.MVCRemodeling.com

“A little bit of myself 
goes into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge, 
Owner, 

Moraga Resident

Moraga Orinda 
Fire District 
Board of Directors Meetings
Meetings of the MOFD Board of Directors
are open to the public and take place on
the third Wednesday of each month at
the Orinda City Hall, Sarge Littlehale
Room, 22 Orinda Way, Orinda.

Next meeting:
Regular Board Meetings:

September 19, 2012
7:00 P.M. 

(go to www.mofd.org as the meeting
date approaches for more information)

MOFD Schedules New Director Workshops,
Responds to Grand Jury Report, 
Delays Collective Bargaining
By Lucy Amaral

IF WE CANNOT SAVE YOU MONEY, WE WILL NOT DO THE JOB!!!

COMERFORD

Power d By:

(925) 28-GREEN
www.gogreenair.net

Go Solar and Save!!!

(925) 62-SOLAR
www.comerfordsolar.com

$29 for a 27 point 
air conditioning inspection!!!

-$0 DOWN
-GUARANTEED SAVINGS
-GUARANTEED UTILITY RATE 
-NO ANNUAL RATE INCREASE; 
 GUARANTEED FOR 20 YEARS!
-NO OBLIGATION
-NO RISK
 

   2281 Via De Mercados, Suite B | Concord, CA 94520 | (925) 284-7336
“Comerford Solar” is a subsidiary company of Green Air Heating and Air Conditioning, Inc. | CA Lic. # 916517

-Comerford Solar WILL PAY YOU 
                         $1000 

              to go solar!!!

SOLAR

SHORT SALE MADE EASY FOR HOME OWNERS

Rodney Lal
DRE Lic# 01038287

Broker/Realtor 
Residing in Orinda

• Are you Having Financial Hardship
in Making your House Payments? *

• Would you Like to Sell Your Home
and Not go through Foreclosure? *

For All your Real Estate Needs & Short Sale Information 
Call 925-366-8077 or email me at RodneyLal@Yahoo.com

*If Answer to both is YES, then We can HELP you Package your Short Sale
and Negotiate with your Lender and get your Home Sold in a Short Time.

Short Sale ¢A home that is listed for sale at a
price lower than the amount owed on the mortgage

*Sellers are advised to first consult with legal and tax counsel regarding the decisions to seek a Short sale.
An independently owned and operated member of BRER Affiliates, Inc. Not affiliated with Prudential. Prudential marks used under license.

There are Better 

Solutions to Just 

Walking Away

Drainage Systems
• Standing Water Problems Eliminated
• Sump Pump Service, Repairs & Replacement
• Drainage Inspections & Reports
• Retaining Walls
• Grading

925-944-5263
drainagepros.com

visit us on
Facebook

A+
rated

The first and only
Company in the

Bay Area Offering
a 5 Year No

Standing Water
Under the House

Guarantee*

*Our 5 year guarantee is offered to
qualified clients who follow our repair

recommendations completly

Lic. #512288

Saving State Parks, Open
Spaces Point of
Discussion at LLLC
... continued from page A9

     

“It’s not criminality, it’s dis-

function,” Brown claimed.

“There’s 54 million and they only

needed 11 million, so what are we

going to do to make this work?”

     

One answer came from Donn

Walklet, the Vice Chairman of

Lafayette Open Space (LOS), the

advisory group created by the

Lafayette City Council to evaluate

open space preservation efforts.

     

Speaking after a short, breath-

takingly gorgeous film featuring

the East Bay’s 65  regional parks

with 40 miles of accessible shore-

line, 1,100 miles of trails and

100,000 acres, he said, simply,

“We’re doing locally what the

state should be doing.”

     

Neighborhood by neighbor-

hood, LOS is helping communi-

ties preserve the area’s open

spaces.

     

Asked what citizens could do

to help, his answer was direct and

unadorned. “Find out who owns

the land. Then call on us. Nothing

happens without citizen involve-

ment. We can’t depend on the state

or federal government to save us.”

     

The evening ended with the

audience clustering in small

groups as Walklet and Brown

looked on. Having planted the

seed, they hope that ordinary citi-

zens may grow into a powerful

means by which state parks will be

saved.




