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Gold Coast Chamber Players Promise
Stimulating Season

By Sophie Braccini
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Juliana Athayde will join the Gold
Coast Chamber Players for their
September concert.

old Cost Chamber Players

(GCCP) Artistic  Director
Pamela Freund-Striplen is very proud
of the ensemble’s 17th season pro-
gram. “This year we’ve been able to
invite some remarkable musicians
and play pieces we’ve been wanting
to produce for a long time,” says the
woman who’s been called a match-
maker for her ability to pair music and
musicians. “This will be a memorable
season with each concert more inter-
esting than the next.”

The season starts in September
with Quintett, a program of cello
quintets by Schubert and Glazunov.
“We have invited Juliana Athayde to
participate in this concert,” says Fre-
und-Striplen. “She played with us
when she was in high school and im-
pressed us with her artistry even at a
very young age.” Athayde is now the
concertmaster of the Rochester Phil-
harmonic Orchestra; at age 24 in 2005
she was the youngest musician in the
history of this ensemble to be ap-
pointed to that position. The young
violinist is also the daughter of Bob
Athayde, the tireless Lafayette advo-
cate for music and musical education.

The first concert will play twice:
at 8 p.m. Friday, September 21 in the
Orinda Library Auditorium, and at
7:30 p.m. Saturday, September 22 at
the Lafayette Library Community
Hall. “We will experiment this year
with pre-concert talks in Lafayette at
7 p.m.,” says Freund-Striplen. Saint
Mary’s College professor Lino

Gold Coast Chamber Players during a 2011 concert.

Rivera, Ph.D., will add context to the
concert. “We want our audience to
feel welcome and we’ll go to any
extra steps to enrich their experience,”
says the artistic director.

The second concert of the season
is Masterpiece. “We wanted to pres-
ent the work that very well-known
composers wrote at pivotal moments
of their lives,” says Freund-Striplen.
“For that we need an excellent pianist,
and we have the pleasure to welcome
this year for the first time Yana
Reznik, who will also be with us for
our last concert. We are so fortunate
to be able to offer the quality of music
you can find in the largest cities of the
world,” she says. The concert set for
Friday, January 18 at 7:30 p.m. will
present works of Beethoven, Brahms,
and Faure.

On March 1 the third concert will
see the return of violinist Gil Sharon
and violist Ron Ephrat of the Amati
Ensemble from Holland and cellist
Jennifer Culp, formerly of the Kronos
Quartet. Along with GCCP players
they will present Concertante, an ex-
ploration of the sinfonia concertante,
a hybrid of the symphony and the
concerto, with three pieces by Mozart.
“Two of the three pieces are arrange-
ments from the Amati Ensemble,”
says the director.

Freund-Striplen speaks of the
fourth concert as their most ambitious
undertaking. It is called American
Frontiers. “It has been a desire of
mine to pair Aaron Copland’s well-
known evocative Appalachian Spring
with Alan Louis Smith’s Vignettes:
Covered Wagon Women in a full dis-
play of American spirit,” she says.
“The difficulty for us is that Ap-
palachian Spring requires13 musi-
cians and that was beyond our reach,
until a generous local donor made it
possible for us.”

The GCCP’s season finale will
also be a dream-come-true for Fre-
und-Striplen. “For years we’ve
dreamed of presenting the Quartet for
the End of Time by Olivier Messi-
aen,” she says. “This hour-long piece
is so powerful, and we will have with
us clarinetist and writer Rebecca
Rischin.” Rischin authored the book
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Forthe End of Time—The Story of the
Messiaen Quartet and she will pres-
ent Messiaen’s work before the con-
cert.

Freund-Striplen says GCCP has
already doubled its season ticket sales
from last year. “It took a long time to
build an audience, but year after year
people have seen the quality of what
we provide, as well as its diversity.”

For more information and tickets,
visit www.gcplayers.org.
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PRESERVE LAMORINDA
OPEN SPACE

Twenty of the Bay Area’s finest artists will exhibit.
Proceeds from paintings sold will support open space
preservation campaigns in Lamorinda.

Soda Center, St. Mary’s College, Moraga
www.lamorindaopenspace.org
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Established 1977 in Lafayette, California.
Serving the entire Contra Costa County
area and beyond.

Please Join the Central Contra Costa
Solid Waste Authority (CCCSWA) For A

LAMORINDA:

DANVILLE:

September 13t 6:30-8:30 P.M. (Food/Beverage 6:30-7:00),
Community Center 28 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563
September 19t 6:30-8:30 P.M. (Food/Beverage 6:30-7:00),
Town Meeting Hall 201 Front Street, Danville, CA 94526

The CCCSWA Would Like to:

¢ Provide information and solicit
customer feedback on current
CCCSWA services

¢ [nform residents and businesses
of potential changes in new solid

CIMTRAL CONTES CO&TA

SOTLAEE SWASRTE ALITHLERITY

Questions? Call the CCCSWA at (925) 906-1801 |,
or visit www.wastediversion.org .

Sponsored By:
Central Contra Costa Solid Waste Authority (CCCSWA): City of Walnut Creek, City of Lafayette,
City of Orinda, Town of Moraga, Town of Danville, Contra Costa County

waste and recycling contracts
Solicit ideas for future programs
Inquire about increasing recycling
rates and associated cost implications
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Top 1% of Lamorinda Realtors
Local Residents

www.8CrestRd.com

NEW LAMORINDA LISTINGS!

Coastal Living in Hidden Valley
Walk through the white picket fence & you are

in a delightful beach house in Nantucket that
has been relocated to Lafayette. This sunlit Hid-
den Valley charmer has been beautifully de-
signed & landscaped w/flat grass area & pool.
Remodeled throughout w/loads of character &
wonderful attention to detail.

$1,275,000

Remodeled Orinda Traditional

Lovely remodeled 2,328sf oasis on .46 acres
backing to the creek. This 4bd/3ba ranch

home with wood-slatted ceilings and beauti-
ful appointments sits on wonderful land-

scaped lot and enjoys serene views from the

back deck and grass areas.

www.70Rheem.com $958,000

Opportunity Knocks in Burton Valley
Opportunity knocks at this classic traditional
4bd/2.5ba 2,380sf ranch style home. Nestled

at the end of a wonderful cul-de-sac with
great bones. Sits on a fabulous .43acre parcel

w/pool & garden area. Create your dream
home or move in & enjoy changes over time.

www.634Augustine.com $849,000

A
A =
\l.\’l\l-ll

Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives Team
2 Theatre Square, Ste. 215, Orinda DRE#: 01408025/01367466

925.285.8336 www.BrydonIvesTeam.com






