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How to Maintain Town

Hall Theatre’s Building?

By Sophie Braccini

the Town Hall building.

Going to see a play at Town Hall
Theatre, one seldom wonders

who the building belongs to — unless
something happens. .. like the time the
air conditioning failed, leaving audi-
ence members warm and increasingly
damp as they tried to enjoy the show.
The group that brings the community
the very successful plays and educa-
tional programs, Town Hall Theatre
Company (THT), does not actually
own the building. The structure be-
longs to Lafayette’s oldest service or-
ganization, the Lafayette Improvement
Association (LIA) that rents the build-
ing to the theatre company.

LIA began as the Lafayette Im-
provement Club, established on No-
vember 11, 1911, at a time when the
Lafayette area had few residents and
most lived on outlying ranches and
farms. The group came together for
community betterment and to solve
problems.

In 1914 the land at the corner of
Moraga Road and School Street was
donated to LIC by the Ghiglione fam-
ily. The building was paid for by pop-
ular subscription. It became the
not-yet-a-city’s first hall where dances
were held, Boy Scouts and Girl
Scouts met, as well as the Horseman’s
Association, the Red Cross, the
American Legion, the Lion’s Club,
the Dad’s Club, and various church
groups. In 1941, the LIC was replaced
by the Lafayette Improvement Asso-
ciation. A new constitution and by-
laws were adopted and the title to the
Town Hall was transferred in 1944,
according to the LIA website.

When the City incorporated in
1968, LIA lost much of its function,
but continues to be the steward of the
building. “We’ve rented the building
to different groups that pre-dated the
current tenant, Town Hall Theatre,”
said Clyde Long, president of LIA’s
Board of Directors. “We see our mis-
sion as preserving this historical
building and promoting the arts; that
is why we are renting the facility on a
very long term lease at below market
rate.” He added that the rent covers
only a portion of the upkeep and that
LIA adds what’s needed from its own
funds. Long acknowledges that there
is inherent tension between a tenant
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and landlord, and that sometimes it’s
hard to get things done right away.

From their perspective, THT staff
and volunteers believe that mainte-
nance has not been done in a timely
manner. “We’ve had problems with
the air conditioning unit since 2009,”
said THT Artistic Director Clive
Worsley. “It’s taken a lot of phone
calls, emails and complaints for us to
get anything done. It should not have
taken two years and water falling out
of the ceiling on patrons.”

The problem culminated in July
during the two first performances of
the very well received Pygmalion.
“We’d like our audience to understand
that if it was100 degrees in the Theatre,
it is not THT’s fault,” added Worsley.

“We care what our audience’s ex-
perience is,” says THT Board Presi-
dent Betsy Streeter, “and when
something happens we are the ones
who are apologizing and reimbursing
tickets. We do so much work to bring
highest quality performances and
something like that happens!” Wors-
ley added, “We worry that we will
lose people.”

“If the building was an empty
shell it’s possible they could rent it for
more, but everything that makes it a
theater belongs to our company: the
stage, the seats, the electrical equip-
ment, the bar downstairs (that is
named after Ed Stokes, a major
donor),” Worsley pointed out. “We
know what the taxes, utilities and
everything else costs,” added Streeter,
“but we cannot seek grants to im-
prove the building. Our hands are
tied; we do not own it.”

LIA on the other hand wants to
start fundraising to create an endow-
ment that will sustain the upkeep of
the historical building. “We will soon
announce the dollar amount we want
to raise,” said Long. He believes that
members of the Theatre understand
that the rent is less than the mainte-
nance costs, and that it’s in their inter-
est to help raise the money.

“We will seek different types of
donors than those who support the
Theatre,” he said, “people and foun-
dations who support historical build-
ings. If we support each other it will
help everybody.”
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Local Chemists Honored
by World’s Largest
Scientific Society

Submitted by Bryan Balazs

Local chemists were honored Au-
gust 21for outstanding commu-
nity outreach by the national office of
the American Chemical Society
(ACS), the worlds’ largest scientific
society. The 14th annual ChemLumi-
nary Awards celebration was held in
conjunction with the ACS National
Meeting in Philadelphia.

The California local section of the
ACS, which has over 3,500 chemists
and chemical engineers as its mem-
bers, received four ChemLuminary
Awards, including Best Activity or
Program in a Local Section Stimulat-
ing Membership Involvement. In a
partnership with the Lafayette Library
and Learning Center Foundation and
funding from a LSAC grant, the Cal-
ifornia section initiated a monthly se-
ries of Science Cafes featuring

acclaimed speakers in many areas of
science. The series were highly suc-
cessful, with at times capacity
crowds, and provided new network-
ing opportunities for members and
non-members.

The next Science Café lecture,
Sun-day Sun Gazing, will feature Saint
Mary's professor and astronomer Ron
Olowin, Ph.D., who will present "The
Sun: Fun, Facts, Fads & Fallacies"
Sunday, September 23 at 4 pm in the
Community Hall. A free Sun gazing
event is scheduled from 2 to 4 p.m.
prior to lecture in the Ampitheater.

For more information about this
year’s ChemLuminary awards, visit
www.acs.org/ChemLuminary. For a
listing of additional Science Café
events, visit the LLLC website at
www.lafayettelib.org.
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Our mission is to provide personalized care,
E XC Elle nt C are help maintain independence and
enhance our client’s quality of life
AT HOME on a daily basis.
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Care. Comfort. Compassion.

When you need it most.

Senior Helpers stands ready to serve your family’s needs with
personalized in-home care, and expertly trained, professional
caregivers. Let us ease your mind with a complimentary in-home
care initial appointment. Call today to learn more.
925-376-8000

www.seniorhelpers.com | www.homehealthcarecontracosta.com
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Bonded and insured.
Senior Helpers locations are independently owned and operated. ©2011 SH Franchising, LLC.

Rheem Valley Convalescent Hospital & Rehabilitation

Rheem Valley Convalescent
Hospital & Rehabilitation has
earned the AHCA National
Quality Bronze Award for Our
Commitment To Quality.

Award
Winning

Rehab

Let us provide you with
Award Winning Care.

We Specialize in Post Acute
Rehab — in addition to traditional
therapy techniques, we utilize

, state-of-the-art therapy modalities
including virtual rehabilitation.

‘ 348 Rheem Blvd, Moraga CA 94556, 925.376.5995

Call us anytime you need an extra hand.
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to be responsive,

attent Rl ¢ Bathing, dressing, grooming & toileting

e Light houskeeping, laundry & meal preparation
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YOUR 24/7 HOME CARE SPECIALIST

“There’s no place like home.
We are here to deliver
the highest quality of
care in the environment
our clients
desire most--at home!”
VANESSA VALERIO, RN
COO and VP for Patient Care

61 Moraga Way, Suite 9
Orinda, CA 94563
(925) 317-3080 (877) 50 GET-CARE
www.HomeCareOrinda.com
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Why Home Care Assistance Is The Leading
Provider of 24/7 Live-In Care:

® We offer experienced, bonded and insured caregivers, who are trained in our Balanced
Care Method™ of promoting healthy aging.

® We arrange culinary training for our caregivers at Sur La Table to improve their skills
and ultimately, our clients’ meals.

® Our founders wrote the book Handbook for Live-In Care, which serves as a resource
for the industry as well as families.

® We also provide care away from home, including around-the-clock care during hospital
and rehab facility stays.

Meet Jesse Walters. Jesse is the Client Care Manager for
our Danville/ Walnut Creek office. He has been working on
older adults issues for more than ten years and specializes
in home care. Please call Jesse to answer any questions you
may have about home care.
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ASSISTANCE

LECECEE S MAEERES | Call Jesse for a free consultation at:

925-817-0416 - HomeCareAssistance.com
480 San Ramon Valley Blvd, Danville, CA 94526






