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LAFAYETTE

Visit  www.Orinda.com 
for local real estate information and photos of all Lamorinda homes for sale!

118 Zander Dr., Orinda
Views front and back!  Large .78 acre lot with parklike 

level back yard.  Single level 3 Br, 2 Ba. with open 
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$1,100,000              www.118ZanderDr.com

There are still plenty of  buyers looking for homes...
If  you are thinking of  selling in 2012, we can help you prepare 

and stage your house for a successful sale this year.
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 115 Cypress Point Way, Moraga
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908 Augusta Dr., Moraga
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$719,000                  www.Orinda.com

Sale Pending!

Sale Pending! Sale Pending!

243 Sandringham Dr., Moraga
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access to shopping and downtown.
 $975,000    www.243SandringhamDrN.com

Great Resort Living...
 at an affordable price!

Parking Solution in the
Works for Plaza Way
By Cathy Tyson

“This can really be the jewel of

the city,” said Gary Patter-

son from the Park Theater Group; he’s

looking forward to making headway

after purchasing the property with

other investors seven years ago.  The

issue for the theater and other Plaza

Way businesses is their lack of park-

ing.  Over the years the Park Theater

Group scoured the area, looking into

purchasing nearby properties for ad-

ditional parking, but came up empty.  

      

He’s not the only one looking for

relief; the Poy Family, who owns

Squirrels Coffee Shop and two closed

retail spaces next door, are also anxious

to address the parking situation.  The

City listened, and after roughly a year

of meetings with property owners, the

Plaza Way Overlay District is in its

final stages.  It would overlay the nine

parcels from the Campana building to

Squirrels to the Park Theater and

would be optional for property owners.

The key challenge has been getting

seven landlords to agree on a way to

reconfigure the rear parking area to im-

prove circulation and optimize the

number of parking spaces available.

      

Recently the Planning Commis-

sion, along with representatives from

the Creeks Committee and the Circu-

lation Commission, met to discuss the

four “visions” that had been crafted to

address parking for that area.  Draw-

ing on information gleaned from a

year’s worth of Plaza Way Subcom-

mittee meetings and with a clear un-

derstanding of who is opting in, and

who is opting out, and who is on the

fence, City staff have created a plan

that can be phased in, if and when

land owners buy into the concept.

      

Currently there are fences and a

shed that delineate property lines,

chopping up available real estate be-

hind the shops.  Over time, the hope

is that all the property owners will opt

in to create a public/private parking

partnership that will ultimately bring

more customers to those businesses

and be self sustainable, via parking

meter revenue.  

      

The block has character and cul-

tural significance, but with a number

of storefronts shuttered it seems to be

dying on the vine—while other com-

mercial areas like La Fiesta Square,

the Mercantile Building, even the

shopping area across the street that

runs from Safeway to Whole Foods,

flourish.  

      

The Plaza Way subcommittee

came to some important conclusions.

“If the city wishes to preserve Plaza

Way’s historical character and stimu-

late the right type of development it

must treat the area differently…strict

application of modern zoning and

parking regulations make the proper-

ties non-viable, as a result, will even-

tually destroy its quintessential

character,” states the staff report pre-

pared for the joint meeting.

      

Property owners who opt in to the

proposed Overlay District will be re-

quired to update buildings, construct

parking in the rear of the property and

grant an easement over driveways

and public parking areas, while in re-

turn the City will design and develop

a consolidated parking plan and re-

duce the parking requirement from 1

space for every 45 square feet of din-

ing area to 1 space for every 100

square feet of dining space.

      

Although the three Creeks Com-

mittee members in attendance gave a

mixed review to the proposal—

there’s a creek that forms the southern

border of the area— the Circulation

Commission seems generally more in

favor, with Bill Loudon commenting,

“This is really exciting. This would be

a tremendous help, I whole-heartedly

support it.”  No decision was made,

but discussion will continue at the

next meeting of the Planning Com-

mission, September 17. 

One of the few parking spaces available
for Plaza Way merchants.  If approved by
the City, the Plaza Way Overlay would
relax parking standards in this small his-
toric block. Photo Cathy Tyson
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A
Literary

Feast
Authors
Dinner

Hosted by the
LAFAYETTE LIBRARY

AND 
LEARNING CENTER 

FOUNDATION

November 3, 2012
6 o’clock in the Evening

YOU ARE
INVITED

©2012 LLLCF
Design:

John Otto

Event Sponsors: Barclay and Sharon Simpson 
& Sweet Thursdays, a program of the Friends of the Lafayette 
Library and Learning Center 

Honorary Chairs: Anne & Marshall Grodin

24                     Celebrated Bay Area 
                     Authors are coming 
for dinner and you can join them!

Proceeds Benefit Programs, Extended Hours
and Building Operations

Saturday, November 3, 2012
Lafayette Library & Learning Center 
3491 Mount Diablo Blvd.

Tickets: $225 
Seating is very limited…reserve now!  
Table Sponsor Information and Reservations 
at LLLCF.org or call 925-283-6513 x.103

Vintage Collective &
 DIY Studio

3391 Mt Diablo  Blvd
Lafayette, CA 

94549
www.thebloomspace.com

thebloomspace@gmail.com
925-357-7168
502-558-2486

TM

ATT THE BLOOM SPACE!
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*Quantities are limited. One Bonus to a Client,  
please, per event. While supplies last. 

Lafayette Plaza Center 
(925) 283-3380 Danville Town & Country 

(925) 837-0261 Montclair 6211 Medau Pl., Oakland 
(510) 339-2210 

Auburn Next to SaveMart & CVS 
(530) 885-0500 

Napa Town Center    
(707) 255-9375 Napa 

More power to you. 
Repairwear skin care performers, luscious  
colour and more. Free.* 
Your bonus  with any Clinique purchase of $23.50  
or more. A $60.00 value. 
Your bonus includes: 
BONUS EXCLUSIVE. Keepsake  Tin 
Unique to Clinique. Pretty, all-purpose tin holds it all. 
Repairwear Intensive Eye Cream 
Potent de-ager for delicate eye-area skin. 
Repairwear Laser Focus Wrinkle  
& UV Damage Corrector 
A second chance against lines, wrinkles, sun damage. 
Rinse-Off Foaming Cleanser 
Lathers away impurities. Loaded with soothing botanicals. 
Colour Surge Eye Shadow Duo in Beach Plum 
Buildable, blendable colour in day to evening shades. 
Long Last Lipstick in Bamboo Pink 
Soft-shine formula in a wear-it-everywhere pink. 
Lash Doubling Mascara in Black 
Magnifies lashes to twice their size. 

Alergy Tested. 100% Fragrance Free.




