
      

The day was filled with classical

music and ballet in the Chapel, Rock

and Roll in the quad, readings in the

plazas, a presidential debate, and a

quantum physics round table, as well

as a Celtic Village near the college en-

trance, with an Iron Age Celtic re-en-

actment.  It is reported that four of the

original Christian Brothers were Irish,

thus the ‘Gael’ mascot and the Celtic

roots of the institution.   

      

And there was free food every-

where!  Ethnic foods in the School of

Education, wine tasting with cheeses

and fruits in the courtyard of the Mu-

seum, and a full buffet of international

foods in the School of Business.

      

A whole side of the campus was

dedicated to children, with countless

bouncing rides, a climbing wall, a pet-

ting zoo, pony rides, and ‘Dunk a

Gael,’ among many other activities.

To the right of the campus, lines

formed starting at 11 a.m. to ride the

Ferris wheel – all courtesy of the Col-

lege.

      

The Catholic University was

founded in San Francisco by the

Catholic Church in 1853.  The vision

was that of Archbishop Alemany who

had been sent on a mission to the Wild

West.  He saw the need for affordable

Christian higher education.  It is said

that back then the tuition was $150 a

year, a fraction of what other colleges

were charging.  Soon, Alemany called

on the Christian Brothers to develop

the institution.

      

The Institute of the Brothers of

the Christian School is a male reli-

gious order founded by Saint Jean-

Baptiste de La Salle in the 17th

century.  De La Salle was a pioneer in

educating poor children and was the

creator of the first school to train lay

teachers.  His philosophy was based

on the Christian duty to educate the

poor, to touch the hearts of the stu-

dents and inspire them with the Chris-

tian spirit.  In San Francisco, the

Christian Brothers rapidly developed

Saint Mary’s.  The campus was

moved to Oakland in 1880, then to its

present location in 1928, after it out-

grew its ‘brickpile’ campus, on 420

acres in the Moraga Valley.

      

By then, Saint Mary’s College

was already accredited by the North-

west Association of Schools and Col-

leges, with baseball and football

teams that rose to national levels.  In

Moraga it continued to grow.  The

College became co-ed in 1970, with

women representing 62 percent of the

4,140 students (undergraduate and

graduate) today.

      

The series of interesting lectures

and presentations will continue

throughout the year. For information

about upcoming events, visit

yearofthegael.com.
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UPHOLSTERY SPECIALIST
REFINISHING AND RESTORATION

Family Owned And Operated For Over 55 yrs.

• Slipcovers • Pillows • Window Cushions 
• Custom Upholstery • Design Consulting

Marine - Commercial - Residential
Pickup & Delivery Available • Free Estimates By Phone

Mon.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-2

3418 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette (925) 962-0579

 C abinet  M odifications
With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify
most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:
       • Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances
       • Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts
       • Cabinet alterations/repairs 
Thinking about home, office, entertainment, custom cabinetry, shelving,

crown mouldings, baseboards, new doors or mantels? We can help there, too!

925.827.1093 Paul Kephart Master Craftsman
www.TheCabinetMd.com

Licensed Cabinet & 
Millwork Contractor

#598395

CABINETMAKER
We custom build to your design                     

Built-in storage and furniture

Any material you choose!
510.535.1222
Charles Ferguson

Lic. 446488 C-6 www.everwoodcabinets.com

Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair. 

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References

Full design team resources available 

Lic
# 6

81
59

3

General Contractor

925.631.1055 www.MVCRemodeling.com

“A little bit of myself 
goes into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge, 
Owner, 

Moraga Resident

SHORT SALE MADE EASY FOR HOME OWNERS

Rodney Lal
DRE Lic# 01038287

Broker/Realtor 
Residing in Orinda

• Are you Having Financial Hardship
in Making your House Payments? *

• Would you Like to Sell Your Home
and Not go through Foreclosure? *

For All your Real Estate Needs & Short Sale Information 
Call 925-366-8077 or email me at RodneyLal@Yahoo.com

*If Answer to both is YES, then We can HELP you Package your Short Sale
and Negotiate with your Lender and get your Home Sold in a Short Time.

Short Sale ¢A home that is listed for sale at a
price lower than the amount owed on the mortgage

*Sellers are advised to first consult with legal and tax counsel regarding the decisions to seek a Short sale.
An independently owned and operated member of BRER Affiliates, Inc. Not affiliated with Prudential. Prudential marks used under license.

There are Better 

Solutions to Just 

Walking Away

2012-13 Upcoming Events
• The Catholic Intellectual Tradition October 24 from 7 to 9 p.m.
• The Liberal Arts and the Common Good: Educating Citizens 

in the 21st Century October 20 at 7 p.m.
• The Sesquicentennial Gala, Saturday November 3 from 6:30 

to 11:30 p.m. (at Treasure Island)
• Global Economy Forum: Corporate Social Responsibility in 

a Global Context, November 14 from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
(Commonwealth Club San Francisco)

• The Liberal Arts and the Common Good: Justice and 
Citizenship, February 25 from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.

• Day of Service for Bay Area Schools March 16
• Lasallian Education in the 21st Century April 23-24

For more information, visit yearofthegael.com.

     INTRODUCING . . . 
3D Tomographic Mammography 

to Lamorinda 
Ground-breaking technology for diagnostic 

performance in the detection of breast cancer

BREAST CANCER AWARENESS MONTH

All mammography performed with complimentary 
3D Tomography through October 

Brad M. Piatt, M.D. 
Diagnostic Radiology 
970 Dewing Ave. #100 
Lafayette, CA  94549

Call to schedule 
925-297-6460

 All PPO insurances, ABMG and SEBMF HMOs accepted

 

Gaelebration! Saint Mary’s Knows How
to Throw a Party
... continued from page A1
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