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Civil Action Filed Against
Moraga School District

By Sophie Braccini
Kristen Cunnane decided at the

end of last month to file a law
suit against the Moraga School Dis-
trict and three individuals who failed
to report suspicions of sexual abuse at
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School
in the 1990s, which she claims en-
abled P.E. teacher Julie Correa to pur-
sue her own abuse of Cunnane.
Correa was condemned in a criminal
court last year and is now in prison,
but there is a statute of limitations for
those who failed to report, so Cun-
nane made what she described as a
difficult decision and filed a civil case.
“They need to be held accountable,”
she said.

All teachers and school district
staff are mandated by law to report
immediately to authorities when they
have a suspicion of abuse. In Cun-
nane’s case a Contra Costa Times’ in-
vestigation into Moraga School
District archives showed that the mid-
dle school vice principal, principal,
and possibly the superintendent at the
time, had heard claims of abuse but
did not report it, causing Correa to
feel free to abuse Cunnane for years.
“I didn’t know there had been a cover
up until the journalists found out,”
said Cunnane. “The School District
failed in their responsibility to protect
me and they need to be held respon-
sible for not taking action.”

Cunnane said that she was
touched to receive letters of support
from the Moraga Town Council and
from many Moraga residents. ‘“Peo-
ple tell me that I did the right thing
coming out with the story,” she said.
“When I feel down I re-read their
messages and it helps me.” Seeking
justice not only for her abuser but for
those Cunnane feels enabled the
abuse, is part of her healing process.

“Reading what others went
through, how they survived and
healed helped me,” said Cunnane. “I
hope that reading my story will help
others. They will know that they are
not alone.”

Cunnane says that she is not very
familiar with what the School Dis-
trict has done since last year to im-
prove children’s safety, such as
implementing additional training for
adults and planning a safety curricu-
lum for students, but she thinks that
informing children is a good idea.
“It is important that every student
feels that there is a place where they
will be heard,” she said. “It’s been a
taboo issue; empowering children to
say something in a safe place is the
right thing to do.”

The civil complaint was filed in
Contra Costa Superior Court against
the Moraga School District, a retired
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School
principal, assistant principal, and the
then-superintendent. The lawsuit
claims negligence, fraudulent con-
cealment and intentional infliction of
emotional distress, among other
charges. It says that the District could
and should have prevented the sexual
abuse suffered by Cunnane and oth-
ers. The action seeks to address indi-
vidual and systemic failure, and to
provide some measure of compensa-
tion for what Cunnane suffered as a
result of their inaction.

The School District would not
comment on pending litigation, but
current Superintendent Bruce Burns
indicated that the District carries in-
surance through a Joint Powers
Agreement, along with several other
school districts, and that most of the
District’s legal fees would be covered
by that insurance.
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MORAGA’S LOCAL PROBLEM:
» OUR ROADS ARE FAILING

LOCAL FUNDS ARE REQUIRED TO FIX THEM
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FUNDS CAN'T BE TAKEN BY THE STATE
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A Celebration is
in Order.

Thanks for 11 Great

Years of SuPPort.

CELEBRATING
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Anniversaries are a time for reflection. We couldn’t have
achieved the level of success in Contra Costa or our
position as the leading Real Estate firm in Lamorinda
without the help, support and valued relationships from
our friends and neighbors.

Each of the Village Associates wishes to express our
sincerest thanks to everyone we’ve worked with or
represented over these past 11 years.

As we move into our 12th year of operation as the most
trusted real estate group in the area, we hope you’ll
continue to think of us first when considering the sale or
purchase of your home. We look forward to making the
year ahead our most memorable.
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Your Village Associates: Ashley Battersby, Patricia Battersby, Joan Cleveland, Shannon Conner, Joan Eggers, Linda Ehrich, Joan Evans,
Linda S. Friedman, Marianne Greene, Dexter Honens II, Debbie Johnston, Susan Zeh Layng, Art Lehman, Charles Levine, April Matthews,

Karen Murphy, Ben Olsen, Sue Olsen, Tara Rochlin, Altie Schmitt, Judy Schoenrock, Ann Sharf, Molly Smith, Jeff Snell, Lynda Snell,
Clark Thompson, Ignacio Vega, Terri Bates Walker, Ann Ward, Dan Weil, and Margaret Zucker
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