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W EXPERIENCE W DEDICATED LEADERSHIP

Please vote for Traci Reilly
for Lafayette City Council on November 6th.

Paid for by Traci Reilly for Lafayette City Council 2012 - Christine Wang, Treasurer, P.O. Box 1744, Lafayette, CA 94549 - Campaign ID# 1349317

Endorsed by the Contra Costa Times sctemver 26, 2012

“Thank you to the many people who have supported my campaign by posting signs, hosting campaign
events, sending emails or making a financial contribution. | truly appreciate all your efforts.

I've enjoyed the opportunity to meet with so many of you and to hear your views on how we can
continue to make Lafayette a great place to live. If elected | will always remember that | represent you.”

Traci

Reilly

for Lafayette City Council

|

Lz;fayefte

Civic News
Public Meetings

City Council
Tuesday, November 13, 7:00 pm

Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd

Planning Commission
Monday, November 5, 7:00 pm

Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd

Design Review

Tuesday, November 13, 7:00 pm
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Arts & Science Discovery Center,
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

School Board Meetings
Acalanes Union High School
District

Wednesday, November 7, 7:30 pm
Board Room AUHSD Office

1212 Pleasant Hill Rd, Lafayette
www.acalanes.k12.ca.us

Lafayette School District
Wednesday, November 14, 7:00 pm
Regular Board Meeting

LAFSD Office

3477 School Street, Lafayette

No on Roundabout, Yes on Intermittent Medians

By Cathy Tyson
standing-room-only  crowd
filled the Community Hall to

hear the Lafayette City Council dis-
cuss a controversial proposed round-
about for the intersection of Mt.
Diablo Boulevard and Golden Gate
Way. In a public hearing that ran until
almost midnight, citizens made it loud
and clear that they didn’t like the idea
of a large landscaped circle in the
middle of Mt. Diablo that narrowed
the existing two lanes in each direc-
tion to one, forcing drivers to slow
down.

This topic has been examined in
meetings with the Circulation Com-
mission and Planning Commission.
Although the proposed roundabout
meets goals set forward by city staff,
it was uniformly not popular with res-
idents. Despite data indicating that
traffic capacity is a non-issue, the per-
ception was that it would cause con-
gestion. Reid Middleton, Inc., an
engineering and surveying firm, pro-
vided an analysis of the roundabout
concluding that if installed, the round-
about would operate at an “A” level
of service — the top tier of a six-level
grading system. Tony Coe, City En-
gineering Services Manager summa-
rized in his staff report: “Hard data
and fact suggest that the roundabout

will have minimal impacts to the in-
tersection’s capacity to handle traffic
well into the future. In this case, mod-
erating vehicle speeds clearly does
not translate to debilitating conges-
tion.”

City staff proposed the round-
about because it was determined to be
the best solution to address three
goals: restore pedestrian’ ability to
cross Mt. Diablo safely, moderate
traffic speeds, and transform the auto-
dominant streetscape design to a
pedestrian-scale that supports devel-
opment in the area. With construction
crews busy working on two nearby
senior housing projects — Merrill Gar-
dens and Eden Housing - in the very
near future there will be a large in-
crease in the number of elders in the
immediate neighborhood. It’s likely
that many of those seniors will want
to cross the street at some point to
visit shops and the pathway on the
south side of Mt. Diablo.

Negative reaction spilled onto the
internet—an unspecified “coalition of
neighborhood homeowner associa-
tions” in Lafayette even put up a web-
site.  called NoRoundabout.org
detailing their opposition. They felt a
roundabout isn’t necessary at the wide
open straight-away section of Mt. Di-

ablo and would slow emergency re-
sponse times and create traffic con-
gestion.

“If it’s not broke, don’t fix it,” said
the initial speaker of a parade of citi-
zens who felt compelled to comment.
Don Good followed, calling the pro-
posed roundabout an “albatross” and
in his opinion, “senior citizens as
pedestrians just doesn’t make sense.”

The alternative, intermittent me-
dians between First Street and Brown
Avenue are clearly more popular than
the proposed roundabout - using land-
marks that would be from the new Li-
brary to just past the Forge and Bo’s
Barbecue. There are existing land-
scaped medians, complete with twin-

kle lights for the holidays in the center
of town; this proposal would just ex-
tend them farther on the east end.

The City Council ultimately
voted unanimously against the round-
about, and city staff was directed to
work on engineering and design that
would combine two alternatives that
reconfigure the intersection of Golden
Gate Way and Mt. Diablo, along with
intermittent medians as part of the
East End Pedestrian Bike and
Streetscape Improvement Project.
Once an engineering and design re-
port is complete, it will come back to
the City Council for more discussion
and possible approval.

Who's Watering the Plants?

In exploring medians - several property owners on the east end
complained that the City no longer takes care of planting on their
street frontage facing Mt. Diablo Boulevard. The City Council asked
staff to analyze ownership of street front parcels from First Street
to the Lafayette Park Hotel. The City used to water private land-
scaping, but a few years ago Public Works Services Manager Ron
Lefler was directed to trim his budget, just like other city depart-
ments in collective belt-tightening, and he sent out letters to prop-
erty owners stating that, going forward, the City will only be
watering municipal landscaping. City staff will prepare an inven-
tory of city owned right-of-way areas and present it to the Council
at a later date with maintenance and beautification options.
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Responding:

10/8 900 block Village Ctr.
10/9 1200 block Summit Rd.
3100 block Sweetbrier Cr.
3300 block Kincheloe Ct.
10/10 1100 block Vacation Dr.
4100 block Hidden Valley Rd.
900 block Dewing Ave.
3700 block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
10/11 3400 block Shangri La Rd.

Week of October 7-13, 2012

Accidents:

10/7 Pleasant Hill/Springhill
10/8 Hwy 24/0ak Hill

10/9 Hampton Rd/Mt Diablo.
10/10 1200 block Pleasant Hill
10/13 Mt Diablo/Pleasant Hill

Burglary/Theft: 10/12 3400 block Shangri La Rd.
10/7 100 block Lafayette Cr. 3300 block Mt. Diablo BI.
(bicycle) 10/13 100 block Camino Ct.
3500 block Mt. Diablo BI. 3200 block Stanley BI.
(bicycle) _ Public nuisance: ) )
3300 block Mt. Diablo Bl 1/11 Santa Maria Wy/St. Marys Twenty health and wellness providers will assemble to meet and serve our
10/9 3600 block Mt. Diablo BI. 3600 block Baker L. community in a free public information and service health fair. This is a
(shoplift) 3200 block Withers Av chance fqr community members 19 tolk. about their heolth. concerns and
3600 block Mt. Diablo Bl 1000 block Windsor Dr. meet providers that can assist them in their quest for a healthier life!

10/10800 block Acalanes Rd.

: 10/12 Black hawk Rd/Springhill Rd.
10/113400 block Mt. Diablo BI.

10/13700 block Glenside Cr

(lr(i(c)(}:};cel;l ls:tl(iiet:i I\:;L ) (promiscuous shooting)

10/12 600 block Sky Hy Cr.. Suli?i;i/m-ls N SPONSORED BY : PR;ENTED BY
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100 block Carolyn Ct. 3600 block Walnut St.
(forgery) 1000 block 2nd St.






