
Boys’ Soccer:

The North Coast Section playoffs are starting to become

familiar territory for the Bentley men’s soccer team,

which is on track for its second straight appearance in post-

season play. 

      The Phoenix are 12-5 going into the Bay Counties League-

East playoffs, having built on their first-ever NCS win last sea-

son. 

      With Mitch Hemerling anchoring the back line, and Ger-

man exchange student Christoph Laubenthal and Louis

Thibault up front, Bentley racked up double-digit wins and

recorded its first win ever over BCL-East power Head-Royce.

      And since the Phoenix will return many key players, head

coach Sean Kwasnicki has high hopes for the future– and a

continuing presence in the NCS playoffs.

Girls’ Tennis:
      The Bentley women’s tennis team heads into postseason

with justifiable high hopes, as the Phoenix are 11-2 on the year.

      Coach Nathan Jackman’s solid group of returners was bol-

stered by the arrival of transfers Samantha and Kelly Finnegan,

who have stepped right into the top part of the singles’ rota-

tion.

      In addition, seniors Jessica Wilcox and Elise Filter anchor

a strong doubles’ rotation. 

      The Phoenix have been a force in Bay Counties’ League-

East tennis since Jackman took over four years ago, but this

might be their best team yet – and with only two seniors and

a host of strong sophomores, expect more of the same in the

coming seasons.

Volleyball:
      It’s been a rough year for Bentley women’s volleyball in

terms of wins and losses, but coach Kris Keller says it’s not a

reflection on his team, but rather the strength of the competi-

tion they’ve faced.

      “We’re playing the best volleyball we’ve ever played

here,” says the seventh-year coach, “but everyone else is better

too.” The Bay Counties’ League-East competition is topped

by Head-Royce, but almost every team in the league is stocked

with club players.

      Senior Emily Radler and junior Gabby Cirelli have been

the most consistent players for the Phoenix. Sophomore Kylie

Han and junior Tina Chapman have both done well at the net,

and Cirelli, Han and Chapman will be the foundation for next

year’s team.
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Bentley Athletics Report
Submitted by Clay Kallam

Kylie Han goes for the dig. 

Divers Honored with NorCal Award
Submitted by Steve Sherman

All three divers placed second in total

points for all NorCal diving meets dur-

ing the past year in their prospective age

groups.  These points came from competi-

tions on 1 meter, 3 meter, and occasionally

platform as well.  

From left: Morgan Matranga (Moraga) 14-15 girls, Harrison Fisher (Alamo) 13 & under boys and
Brenna Cetrone (Orinda) 13 & under girls.

Lafayette Swimmers Compete in
Alcatraz Invitational Swim 2012
Submitted by Deb Barr

Over 1,000 swimmers competed in

this year's Alcatraz Invitational

Swim on Saturday, September 8th.   Local

dad, Chris Barr, trained and swam with

sons, Matt & Jamie Barr and two of their

friends, Emily & T.J. Collins, completing

the event in just around the hour mark.

From left: Emily Collins (14), Chris Barr, T.J. Collins (12), Jamie Barr (12) and Matt Barr (14)
Photo provided

Mats Cheer Earns Second Place
Submitted by Mary Requa

The 2012-2013 Miramonte High School

competition cheer team placed second in

the small novice division at the United Spirit As-

sociation Cheer competition this month. There

were eight high schools that competed, and Mi-

ramonte brought home a second place trophy.

Their success guarantees their ability to partici-

pate in the national competition. 

Bottom row, from left: Taylor Wong, Brianna Rieser, Cassidy waters, Stephanie Yau, Carrie
Requa, Julia Gomes; top row: Vanessa West, Kelly Martin, Dominique Hoover,Taylor Nielson,
Ariela A,  Jamey Abeles Photo provided

Barnett, Bar None
Warriors color commentator offers inside
perspective on job, team
By Caitlin Graveson

Playing professional basketball for 11

years and working as the color commen-

tator for the Warriors for 27 years, Jim Barnett

is no stranger to the NBA. His enthusiasm and

excitement has not diminished over his tenure.

In an interview at his home we asked Barnett,

a resident of Orinda for 41 years, about his ex-

periences. With the NBA season opener on

October 30, Barnett has high expectations for

the Warriors this season.

When did you move to Orinda? What made
you stay?
      I was traded from the Portland Trailblazers

in 1971 and I moved down here. We bought a

home in Orinda in June of 1972. It was really

a small town then, beautiful. The weather was

good. We just fell in love with it. 

Did you always know you wanted to be a
broadcaster when you stopped playing?
     It had never even entered my brain and I

fell into it. I was still playing in the NBA. I

was back here in Orinda. Bill Russell was

supposed to come down and cover the War-

riors against the Phoenix Suns playoff

game… He couldn’t make it. So, someone

called me. 

How did you get the job with the Warriors?
     I was playing for Philly and the president

of Madison Square Garden called me. He of-

fered me the TV job covering the Knicks. We

had just had [my daughter], and so I said no.

I went into regular business, sales and stuff.

People kept calling me to do college games.

The Warriors were sold and they were going

to start broadcasting games on TV. So, they

hired me and that was the first time I ever so-

licited for a job. 

What do you have to know to be a broad-
caster?
     To be a broadcaster, the great ones take

their ego out of it. You don’t do it for your-

self, you do it for your audience, someone

who has taken the time to sit down and have

an interest and watch the game. You want to

enhance that experience. 

Does it ever get tiring with the long seasons?
     The toughest part is having a team that is

underachieving. But, I just call the game like

it is. Every game is a new game. I haven’t

lost my enthusiasm, and I think that is the

most important thing to have.

Is it hard to call the game when the team or
a player is struggling?
     You have to be honest, but there is a way

to do it. You can point things out without

pointing the finger, and you give someone

the benefit of the doubt. There is a way to say

things without trying to embarrass someone. 

What is the best part of your job?
     The best part is talking about basketball,

which has been such a huge part of my life. I

am just inseparable from basketball. I love

the NBA. These players are so good. It is

great to be part of it, being around the game

that defined my life in such a significant way. 

Do you have a favorite memory of calling a
game?
     The Sleepy Floyd game, playing against

the Lakers. [Sleepy Floyd] went off and

scored 39 points in the second half, 29 in the

fourth quarter. I remember a lot of shots he

made. And, games from Run TMC. But, I

don’t really dwell on [specific games] that

much.

What do you think of the plans to move the
team to San Francisco?
     I think it is a real positive step. It is major

city, top 5 in the United States. And, to not

have a downtown arena, is pretty unusual.

And, frankly, when you go around and peo-

ple ask, “Where is that [golden state]?” They

have no idea. So, I think it is time.

The Warriors pride themselves on their fan
base, does that affect you at all?
     It is much easier to do a game when you

have 18-19 thousand people yelling, going

crazy like that. The fans help the players.

They help the broadcasters as well. 

The Warriors made a big trade last season,
sending fan-favorite Monta Ellis to the Bucks
for center Andrew Bogut. How do you think
the Warriors will do this year?
     We are finally going to be good, for the

first time in a long time. You don’t have an

opportunity to trade someone who is 6’2 or

6’3 [Monta Ellis] for a big man. [Andrew]

Bogut is a legitimate big man. 

The Warriors open their season on October
31 against the Phoenix Suns. Their first home
game is on November 2 against the Memphis
Grizzlies.
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Jim Barnett interviewing Lance Goulbourne Oracle Arena at the begining of October
Photo courtesy Golden State Warriors




