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Saint Mary’s College
Appeals Ruling on Lights

at Night

By Sophie Braccini

Rf:gular readers may recall last
issue’s article headlined “Col-

lege Must Shed Less Light on Neigh-
bors” that discussed the Town’s
decision to require that Saint Mary’s
College (SMC) turn off the lights at its
intramural sports field at 9 p.m. instead
of 10 p.m. largely due to complaints
from neighbors. As anticipated, on Oc-
tober 15 the Town of Moraga received
a letter from Michael Beseda, SMC
Vice President for College Communi-
cations, indicating that the College was
appealing the October 1 decision.

In the letter, Beseda wrote that the
reason for the appeal is, “The reduc-
tion in hours inhibits the College’s
ability to provide co-curricular oppor-
tunities vital to its educational pro-
grams and its mission of serving the
mind, body and spirit of all students.”

Planning  Director ~ Shawna
Brekke Read confirmed that the
Town Council will hold a public hear-
ing regarding this issue during its No-
vember 14 meeting; the Council will
not discuss or consider the appeal
prior to that meeting.

Are You In?
By Sophie Braccini

It’s a cute movie and with a run-
ning time of one minute and 42
seconds it’s not long enough to even
make a dent in your popcorn. It has a
simple message: Moraga, Are You In?

The snappy production, which is
the Moraga Education Foundation’s
(MEF) latest effort to reach out to the
community, will be shown before
every movie presented in the digi-
tally-equipped auditorium of the New
Rheem Theatre starting in November.
Can’t wait that long? Eager viewers
can visit moragaeducation.org for a
private screening on their own de-
vices.

There are no movie stars in the lit-

tle film. “This was all intentional,”
says MEF President Kim Matranga.
“We wanted a new look so people
will watch. The graphic images,
rather than people, are really popular
and are even used in political cam-
paigns. We also wanted it short, so
people can watch to the end and get
the call to action before they tune
out.” The animation is fresh and
charming, and the sound track helps
capture the viewer’s attention.

MEF is looking to broaden its
base in the hope that more businesses
and residents who are not currently
parents may be willing to help support
Moraga’s schools.
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The life blood of any top flight service
organization are the professionals that make
up the team. As Contra Costa’s premiere real
estate organization and the leading Realtor

in Lamorinda year-after-year, we take the
addition of any new Associate very seriously.
So you can imagine how big a deal it is for us
to add four new professionals to the team!

We hope you’ll get to know each as we have
and come to rely on them when considering
the purchase or sale of your home.
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Lto R: Anne Knight, Jaime Roder, Altie Schmitt & Shannon Conner

Your Village Associates: Ashley Battersby, Patricia Battersby, Joan Cleveland, Shannon Conner, Joan Eggers, Linda Ehrich, Joan Evans,
Linda S. Friedman, Marianne Greene, Dexter Honens II, Anne Knight, Susan Zeh Layng, Art Lehman, Charles Levine, April Matthews,
Karen Murphy, Ben Olsen, Sue Olsen, Tara Rochlin, Jaime Roder, Altie Schmitt, Judy Schoenrock, Ann Sharf, Molly Smith, Jeff Snell,
Lynda Snell, Clark Thompson, Ignacio Vega, Terri Bates Walker, Ann Ward, Dan Weil, and Margaret Zucker
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