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Orinda

Civic News
Public Meetings

City Council

Wednesday, November 7, 7:00 pm
Tuesday, November 27, 7:00 pm
Auditorium, Orinda Library,

26 Orinda Way

Planning Commission
Tuesday, November 13, at 7:00 pm

Auditorium, Orinda Library,
26 Orinda Way

Citizens' Infrastructure

Opversight Commission

Wednesday, November 14, at 6:30 pm
Sarge Littlehale Community Room, 22
Orinda Way, Orinda

School Board Meeting

Orinda Union School District
Monday, December 10, 6:00 pm
OUSD Office
25 Orinda Way, Suite 200
www.orindaschools.org
See also AUHSD meeting page A2
Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements
City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org
Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org
The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org
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3344 Mt Diablo Bivd
in Lafayette
925-284-4440
larmorindafloors.com
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Police Report

An illuminating conversation.
10/28/12 Orinda police pulled
over a 20-year-old female
driver for failing to have her li-
cense plate properly illumi-
nated. After the stop, the
officer realized her eyes of
blue were redder than normal.
The woman failed her field so-
briety test; she was arrested
and transported to Martinez
Detention Facility for booking.

Unsafe at any turn, 10/26/12 A
45-year-old male was pulled
over at Hwy 24 and Oak Hill
for exhibiting unsafe turning.
Turns out he carried an expired
California driver’s license, and
failed a subsequent field sobri-
ety test. He was taken to the
nearest police station
(Lafayette) where he registered
.18 BAC. He was cited for
driving on a suspended license,
transported to Martinez Deten-
tion facility and booked. His
vehicle was towed.
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925.360.9588

925-377-0977

2012 REAL ESTATE MARKET REVIEW

Historically low interest rates =
Historically low numbers of homes for sale =
A steady increase in sale prices =
It sounds so simple....but it’s never as simple as it seems.
Get the help you need to make an informed decision.
iy We provide: A complimentary market analysis and cost effective ways

Happy sellers.

to prepare your home for a sale;

or a buyer’s evaluation and plan for a home purchase

in a challenging buyer’s market.
CALL US! We are always happy to help!

HAPPY THANKSGIVING TO ALL!

And to all our clients, friends and family, we thank you

for your support and referrals this year.
925.708.9515

High buyer demand.
Multiple offers.

www. TheHattersleys.com
©2012 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity
Company. Equal Housing Opportunity . Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office Is Owned And Operated by NRT LLC. DRE License # 01908304

Wednesday, November 7, 2012

Old Yellow House Progresses through Historic
Landmark Designation Process

By Laurie Snyder

he new owner of Orinda’s Old Yellow House

continues to clear hurdles in his bid to “pre-
serve the historic character of the structure,” con-
firmed Orinda Planning Director Emmanuel Ursu
recently. Members of the City’s Planning Commis-
sion unanimously agreed at their October 23 meet-
ing to recommend that the Orinda City Council
approve the application by James P. Wright to des-
ignate the building at 209 Moraga Way as a Historic
Landmark.

Ursu noted that Orinda’s Historical Landmarks
Committee has also approved architect-owner Wright’s
request, adding that Wright has spent a significant
amount of time researching the structure’s history. Ac-
cording to the staff report for the Planning Commis-
sion’s meeting, the home was built “in 1894 by
Alexander Jenkins, a retired sea captain who sailed

with Samuel Merritt from the Bay Area to Alaska to
collect ice for San Francisco residents,” and later pur-
chased by Moraga School Board Trustee Charles A.
Nelson in 1918.

When Nelson’s “family moved to Orinda to the
historic ‘old yellow house,”” —reads Muir Sorrick’s
“The History of Orinda” — “Moraga Road was still
an unpaved wagon road. Nelson often had to har-
ness a team of horses at night to pull a stuck mo-
torist out of the mud during the winter months,
while the oldest Nelson boy held a lantern for his
father.” (Nelson’s younger son, Ezra, shared his
own recollections of growing up in the house in the
June 6 edition of the Lamorinda Weekly.)

The staff report explains that the “structure is
historically significant since it is largely preserved
as originally built and remains one of the oldest ex-

isting homes in Orinda. The house will be repainted
to reflect its original yellow color, which is thought
to be the same color as the old railroad stations. The
house was built near the graded track bed of the
California and Nevada railroad and has doors and
windows similar to those of the old railroad sta-
tions.... The structure represents a unique visual
feature of the neighborhood in that it is located ad-
jacent to a major thoroughfare and serves as a vi-
sual reminder of the historical heritage of the City.”
The Orinda City Council is likely to act on
Wright’s Landmark status request sometime in the
next several months. For more about the project,
check out Cathy Dausman’s June 6 article, “Green-
ing the (Pink) OId Yellow House” — available
through the Lamorinda Weekly’s online archives:
www.lamorindaweekly.com/html2/archive.html.

Ormnda Planning Commission Moves Adobe Project Forward

Orinda City Council to hear appeals November 27

By Laurie Snyder
rinda’s Planning Commission has unani-
mously approved plans to subdivide a 20.33
acre site into 13 lots. That site, commonly referred
to as the J&J Ranch (Moraga Adobe) Project, will
be graded to repair existing unstable soil conditions
and to construct the subdivision. The plans also call
for “the planting of native trees, in excess of the 29
replacement trees required by the OMC [Orinda
Municipal Code], and rehabilitation of the historic
Moraga Adobe.”
Those final six words of that description — long-
smoldering embers among Adobe fans and some

Orindans living near the historic site — have flared
up yet again, fanned via recent appeals filed by
Friends of the Joaquin Moraga Adobe and a newer
spin-off advocacy group, PAL (Protect Adobe
Lane). As a result, the Orinda City Council has
scheduled a public de novo hearing for November
27 to review the Project in its entirety, determine
whether or not to allow it to move forward, and de-
termine what modifications — if any — can and
should be made to the plans.

The structure at the heart of the debate — the
Moraga Adobe — is described in the action state-

ment as “a one-and-a-half story dwelling built by
Joaquin Moraga, a member of one of the most in-
fluential and well-established families in pre-state-
hood California. The adobe walls of the building
date back to 1841, but have been completely cov-
ered with stucco. Two rectangular additions dating
from the 1940s have been attached to the rear
(south) wall. Several structures occupy a portion of
the site behind the Moraga Adobe, including adobe
and concrete walls, a concrete pool, a large wooden
barn (removed in 2009), a one-story house, and a
small garage.” ...continued on page A8

Peralta Construction

CUSTOM HOMES | ADDITIONS | REMODELING
owned and operated by Moraga resident

Pat Geoghegan

BUILDING THE BAY AREA FOR MORE THAN 20 YEARS

925.273.7692

www.peraltaconstruction.com

Yoga, Yoga-Dance, Pilates Mat

Enjoy small classes & individualized attention
Gift Certificates Available.

Private Yoga Studio

Specializing in

=

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic
is a brand new
facility owned by
“Dr. Laurie”
Langford who has
been caring for
animals in Orinda
for 15 years.

Phone: (925) 317-3187
Fax: (925) 334-7017
Email: tvvc@theaterviewvetclinic.com
www.theaterviewvetclinic.com

1 Bates Blvd., Suite 200, Orinda
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Drainage, Inc.

e French Drains

e Underfloor Drains

e Downspout Systems

e Subdrain Systems

e Sump Pumps

e Retaining Walls

e Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

A General Engineering Contractor
Locally owned and Operated
Contractor LIC # 762208

92503779209 (@

visit our website
www.bayareadrainage.com
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