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CivicNews

Lafayette
City Close to a
Final Decision
on Shorter
Condo Project

... continued from page A2

If a decision is not made within 45
days, “They can sue us for failure to
act under the Process Agreement,”
clarified city Attorney Mala Subra-
manian.

Project Architect Jeffrey Heller
responded to City Council concerns
explaining that the current plans are
“shorthand.” Both Heller and Panek
expressed a willingness to go back to
the Design Review Commission, not-
ing that it’s a Catch-22 situation; they
will work on much richer and refined
final plans — but need to understand
the parameters of the building size in
general first.

As usual, comments from citizens
were all over the map, some called it a
“rude awakening” of a massive build-
ing in the center of town; others sup-
ported the multi-family project, saying,
“Great transit oriented development —
this is the center of town — it should look
like a town center ... this is not a semi-
rural site.” With a unanimous vote by
the City Council, the project will go
back to the Design Review Commis-
sion and Planning Commission.

... continued from page A4

“This is a very eco-friendly
home,” said Wright. “The materials
we are using include reclaimed red-
wood and multi-color slate.” One en-
ergy efficient innovation proposed for
this house is the construction of a
thermal cistern that uses water to cool
the house in summer and warm it in
winter.

Neighbors have voiced concerns
about the massiveness of the house
that’s 45 feet from the lowest point to
the highest. “The building is actually
behind the oak trees,” said Wright.
“The living roof is a rainscreen roof
where moss and lichen will grow.
This house belongs to the trees, it be-
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longs in the woods.” Wright added
that the trees inspired the design and
that is why all the sidings will be
made of redwood. One  neighbor
came to the DRB meeting to express
his opposition to the project. “You
will be able to see this house from far,
far away, even from Moraga Road,”
he said. “This project would change
the hillside, there’s nothing similar in
Moraga; it would be something new.
Eco-friendly - top, but somewhere
else.”

A few hours before the meeting,
former Moraga mayor Lynda De-
schambault sent the Board a letter de-
tailing her concerns about this project.

Among them are the instability of the
site - a property nearby slid during
construction; the project’s proximity
to open space; the fact that the General
Plan suggest that homes should meet
the character of their neighborhood.
DRB members were nonetheless
seduced by the project. “This is a fan-
tastic design,” said DRB member, and
architect, Allen Sayles. “It is a very
creative project,” added DRB Mem-
ber John Zhu. “I could almost see in
very short time the whole thing blend-
ing into its surroundings. It will melt
away,” said Zhu. “Because of the ma-
terials used, the house will disappear,”
agreed DRB Member Gerald Kirk-

patrick. “This house is pushing the
limit, and I can support it.”

The Board noted that although ex-
isting oak trees will hide the house
during the day it might be more visible
at night when light will shine through
the many windows of the facade.

They also know that the Fire
Marshal could require a sizeable de-
fensible space around this home. “If
the Fire Marshal wants to cut most of
the shielding trees around the house,
the visual impact will be very differ-
ent and we will want to see the project
again before it proceeds to the Plan-
ning Department,” said Sayles.

Solar Skin for Moraga
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“It is a very performant product
that uses LFP (lithium iron phos-
phate) batteries and a proprietary
management system of the energy
that lasts up to 11 days (or nights)
of use, even without sun.”

The reduced cost is not where
the savings end. The energy bill
for the lights will be null, there is

no maintenance and no need for
additional digging and repair for
connecting the lights since
they’re off the grid. “Dust and
deposit can affect the perform-
ance of standard solar panels,”
said Kwan, “but here the photo-
voltaic surface is vertical and self
cleaning with the rains.”

Kwan said he used such solar
powered streetlights in Richmond
several years ago, but that the
new products are even more at-
tractive. “These two crosswalks
are perfect test sites,” he said.
“The intersections are already lit
so if we have a problem, the con-
sequences won’t be dramatic.”

During the Council meeting,
Mayor Mike Metcalf questioned
the cost of repair if a driver were
to run into the posts. “It is a very
sturdy  product,” responded
Kwan, “and if we have to replace
it, that can be done easily because
no digging is necessary.”

Share your thoughts, insights and opinions with your community.
Send a letter to the editor: letters@lamorindaweekly.com
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36 Los Altos, Orinda

This classic estate exudes old world charm
and features 5734+/-sf with spacious, elegant
rooms and an inviting guest/pool house.
Spectacular 2.75+/-acre gated setting in the
heart of the coveted OCC neighborhood.
www.36LosAltosRd.com

$3,950,000 Brian Jones and Lori Legler

211 Contessa Court, Lafayette

Beautifully updated, 4bd, 2.5ba, 1952+/-sf
home on a flat, Burton Valley cul-de-sac.
Gorgeous eat-in kitchen that opens to a
spacious family room, separate living room
and dining area, great front and rear yards.
$1,050,000 Lisa Brydon & Kristi lves Team

860 Hidden Pond Court, Lafayette

Lafayette Hills! Immaculate & updated, 5bd,
3ba with great floor plan and 3-car garage.
0.33+/-acre, park-like yard backing to open
space. End of court location - very private
with a quiet backyard. Updated kitchen with
granite and stainless steel appliances.

$1,089,000 Bill Finnegan

45 Longridge Road, Orinda

Very unique, “Berkeley Hills” living in Orinda
with amazing views. 3 bedroom, 2 bath
home with all new floors, paint, bathrooms
and kitchen, vaulted ceilings. Perfect set up
for au pair, student, etc. Close to town.

$749,000 Elena Tyson
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APR SOARS TO #5
IN THE NATION

Alain Pinel Realtors not only
continues to lead the Bay Area in
home sales, but has also been
ranked by REAL Trends
Magazine as the fifth most
productive residential real estate
firm in the country, based on
sales volume.,

Source: 2011 REAL Trends Top 500 survey,
ranked by Closed Sales Volume in 2011

Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources. Such information has not been verified by Alain Pinel Realtors. If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.
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