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Work Progresses on the Old Yellow

House
By Cathy Dausman

€€ Everybody says that it’s never gonna happen,”

James Wright says of the whole house remodel
slowly taking shaping at 209 Moraga Way, the site known
locally as the Old Yellow House.

Although perhaps not evident from the street, con-
struction work continues on a daily basis, with Wright
shouldering a big portion of the load. “I’'m doing the work
myself,” he says, “if everybody could just be patient.”

The interior has been power washed and the original
exterior siding will be reinstalled after cleaning. Radiant
barrier plywood was installed on the second floor, new
sheer walls in the basement and steel and engineered lum-
ber beams now rest between the basement and first floor.
PVT (photovoltaic/thermal) integrated skylights line the
length of the western face of the roof.

Wright even sought an acoustical engineer’s advice
on noise abatement.

He says the house windows are essentially triple-
paned now, with new hinged dual-glaze storm windows
hung inside, and the original single-pane windows hung
outside to preserve the familiar fagade.

Wright hopes to have the exterior work substantially
completed and painted by Christmas, when he can remove
the scaffolding and concentrate on the inside. The exterior
house will be painted “railroad yellow” with a moss green
trim.

The first floor kitchen space will retain its early 1900s
look, with an old stove, washboard sink and farm table,
while other areas of the home will be outfitted with mod-
ern touches.

The new first floor bathroom cantilevered off the back
of the house will boast a “distinctly different” wood exte-
rior, Wright says, in order to visually mark it as a new ad-
dition. Even that room will retain a certain character
thanks to the exposure of original horizontal bead board-
ing along a portion of one wall.

The arts and crafts style bathroom vanity (a Habitat
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for Humanity find) coupled with a blue-green blown glass
vessel sink give the room an Art Nouveau flavor, he says.

Both the geothermal air exchange and evaporative
cooling systems will be housed in Wright’s basement “en-
ergy lab,” which will also include a kitchen and bath. The
basement floor will be tiled with inch-thick laminated
glass and much of the original below-grade stone walls
will be visible from behind glass.

Wright continues to consult and involve his neighbor
and early home occupant Ezra Nelson, and speaks highly
of the cooperation he’s received from the Orinda Planning
Department. “The city’s been unbelievable,” Wright says.

Old Yellow House construction progress is being doc-
umented online at http://www.facebook.com/NetZero-
Homes.

"Triple" thick windows -- dual hung interior windows
(new) and a replacement of the original single pane glass
outside will give the equivalent of triple hung windows
for sound abatement and temperature control.
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Theater View
Veterinary Clinic

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic
is a brand new
facility owned by
“Dr. Laurie”
Langford who has
been caring for
animals in Orinda
for 15 years.

“Dr. Laurie” Langford

Phone: (925) 317-3187
Fax: (925) 334-7017
Email: tvvc@theaterviewvetclinic.com
www.theaterviewvetclinic.com

1 Bates Blvd., Suite 200, Orinda
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ComForcare

HOME CARE

ComForcare is a premier provider of
private-duty home care services. Our
services include:

* Discharge Transition
* Medication Reminders
* Vital Sign Monitoring
e Laundry & Linens

* Safe Transportation

e Meal Planning and
Preparation

* Alzheimer’s Care

* Incontinent Care

* Bathing & Hygiene
* Light Housekeeping
* Safe Ambulation

* Errands
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925-258-9840 Call for free assessment!
19 Orinda Way, #M, Orinda
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There are also a lot of great local
thrift and consignment stores where
gently used treasures can be found,
without breaking the bank.

Hilton House in Orinda displays
an impressive array of Christmas ob-
jects and collectibles, including a
great collection of carolers. Wayside
Inn Thrift Shop in Lafayette has bar-
gain-priced Christmas attire and also
offers a selection of seasonal col-
lectibles.

For holiday clothing, Rosie’s
Upscale Consignments is worth
seeking out on Brown Avenue next
to Fast Frame in Lafayette, and in
Orinda, Cheryl’s Closet on Orinda

Way, next to Hilton House, is a good
bet.  Also worth checking in
Lafayette: Chameleon Consignment,
They Grow So Fast (for children),
Nifty Thrift, and Hen House.

“All I’ve sold for the last few
weeks are Christmas items,” says
Hen House owner Elizabeth Kirk-
patrick. In her store, patrons can find
vintage ornaments, village scenes, or
even full trees.

“It makes me chuckle! Last
week a woman came for a gift ex-
change for her book club,” she says.
“I recommended a delicate pink tea
cup with its saucer, coupled with
some good tea.”

Beth and Betty at Wayside Inn Thrift Shop in Lafayette. Photo Sophie Braccini

Safe Medication

DISPOSAL

For more information and free drop-off
disposal locations, visit

www.wastediversion.org
orwww.centralsan.org





