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KB Home Condo Project
Gets Green Light
By Cathy Tyson

After endless public testimony

and a private meeting with the

City of Lafayette’s attorney, the KB

Home project was approved on a 3-

1 vote at last week’s City Council

meeting that ran late into the night.

Council member Don Tatzin was the

only dissenter and Brandt Andersson

recused himself.  It was down to the

wire for the proposed condominium

project with four residential stories

over street-level parking slated for

the gravel parking lot behind Panda

Express.  Council members knew

they had to act before a Dec. 6 legal

deadline spelled out in the Process

Agreement that governs this project.

The approval is conditional upon a

complete set of plans that will be re-

viewed by the council and the Plan-

ning Commission, and that both

bodies can strongly support and ap-

prove.   

      

At a meeting the week before,

council members asked for addi-

tional simulated views from KB

Home from Dewing Avenue and Di-

ablo Foods.  They were concerned

how prominent the building would

be when viewed from different loca-

tions in the downtown area.  At the

current revised height of 55 feet, this

new project will be as tall as the ad-

jacent Town Center apartments.

      

While the history of this particu-

lar project stretches back for many

years, the developer was criticized

for failing to act when repeatedly

cautioned that the Planning Commis-

sion and Design Review Committee

found the building just too large for

the site.  KB produced the most re-

cent iteration of the revised project

that eliminated the fifth residential

floor just two weeks before the dead-

line.  Prior owner Lafayette Residen-

tial Partners transferred the property

known as Town Center III back in

late 2008.

      

Two city council meetings were

held that ultimately led to the proj-

ect’s approval.  At the last meeting

the attorney for the developer, Margo

Bradish, addressed the council: “KB

has complied with these agreements,

now it’s time for the city to do the

same.”

      

Council member Carl Anduri

questioned the developer’s reason-

ing, asking why they waited until

October to finally provide the coun-

cil with revised smaller scale plans? 

      

Architect Jeffrey Heller com-

mented in the first of two city council

meetings on a flyer produced by

project opponents that had been cir-

culating through town. “That draw-

ing is a complete fraud,” he stated.

He pointed out the lowest level of the

proposed building was drawn higher

than it actually is. 
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  In Stock Now! Womens, Kids & Mens 
Women’s 
Classic  

Tall 
195.00 

Women’s 
Classic  
Short 

155.00 

Women’s 
Leland 

120.00 

Women’s 
Belcoloud 
295.00 

Women’s 
Bailey’ 
Triplet 

230.00 

Women’s 
Bailey’ 
Button 

165.00 
Women’s 
Caspia 

185.00 
Women’s 
Scuffette 
Slipper 
80.00 

Women’s 
Dakota 
Slipper 

100.00 

Women’s 
Evera 

120.00 
Men’s 
Scuff 

Romeo 
100.00 

Kids 
Classic 

Short & Tal 
Starting at 

100.00

Women’s 
Broome 

270.00 

Women’s 
Haywell 

250.00 

Women’s 
Bailey’ 
Mini 

135.00 

Selection varies by store 

Men’s 
Ascot 

110.00 

10 Bay Area Stores  
to serve you! 

          AUBURN 
Elm Street next to CVS & SaveMart 
              ( 530) 885-0500  

LAFAYETTE DANVILLE MONTCLAIR 
 Plaza Center Town and Country 6211 Medau Pl. Oakland 
 (925) 283-3380 (925) 837-0261 (510) 339-2210 

 ORINDA MORAGA WALNUT CREEK 
 Village Square Moraga Center Countrywood Center 
 (925) 254-3448 (925) 376-7252 (925) 935-9300 

 CONCORD SONOMA NAPA 
 Vineyard Center Marketplace Center Napa Town Center 
 (925) 827-0330 (707) 996-4465 (707) 255-9375 

YOLANDA "JOLIE" VEGA

Thank you, Lafayette,
for your vote.

While I did not earn a
seat on the City Council.
I appreciate your
confidence in me.

New Addition to Worst Roads List?

Last weekend's heavy rains, a leaky water pipe and a clogged
culvert that caused water to pool on Mountain View Drive
eroded and  undermined the roadway creating a large sinkhole
that may take months to repair permanently.   Photo provided
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