Page: D4 LAMORINDA WEEKLY OUR HOMES www.lamorindaweekly.com 4~ 925-377-0977 Wednesday, December 3, 2012

From Inexpensive to Extravagant Holiday Decor

... continued from page D1

She says she is always on the lookout for what might work. “Sometimes it’s that ‘thing’ that finds you. It’s almost
never in your budget but it’s a must have item that is true to how you envision your holiday home,” Soso says. “It be-
comes a treasure and delight from year to year. You use it and embrace it. But you have to be open to seeing it.”

Lamorindans wanting a more extravagant look adorn the base of Christmas trees with silk taffeta tree skirts or
fabricated multi-use gift boxes. Others getideas from department store displays, in magazine spreads — or in one of
the many gift catalogues clogging mailboxes this time of year.

So what is this year’s hottest holiday trend?

“Custom trees are all the rage with the high-end,” says Daniel Coxon, assistant project manager at Couture
Chateau in Orinda. The firm recently spent more than two weeks custom dipping and painting a faux tree to create
a striped look and created custom ornaments for a unique yellow-themed Christmas tree. “We just waited for the
inspiration to hit and once it did ... well, wow!”

Whether choosing the inexpensive or extravagant, Lamorinda homes are sure to be beautifully dressed for the
season. For more holiday décor ideas, visit www.couturechateau.wordpress.com.

Ann McDonald is the Founder/CEO of Couture Chateau, a luxury interior design firm in Orinda.
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THE CLEAR CHOICE FOR ALL OF YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!

Patty and Gene Cronin have been leading agents in the Contra Costa area with over 40 years
of combined experience marketing homes and providing guidance to their clients in real estate
decision-making. The Cronins offer their clients a level of service, trust, integrity and knowledge that
is unsurpassed in the real estate industry. Having been a Broker for over 20 years, Patty uses her
vision, experience, negotiation skills and exceptional communication to ensure client satisfaction.

Patty and Gene live in Lafayette with their three Shelties and have been actively involved in the
community, especially the schools where Patty was a high school feacher and varsity tennis coach
in the San Ramon School District. Gene was past president and CEO of CSE Insurance Group in San
Francisco prior to joining the real estate industry.

Turning the probably into the possible is the atfitude of the Cronin Team as they align themselves
with Pacific Union, a company with 21 offices focused on personalized service and innovation.
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