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UP TO

40% OFF

F I N E
J E W E L RY

A N D WAT C H E S

OPEN M-F 10AM-5:30PM, SAT 10AM-4PM
SPECIAL HOURS:  SUN. DEC 16 & DEC 23 11AM-4PM

CHRISTMAS EVE 9AM-5PM

HOLIDAY SALE

MORAGA JEWELERS
562 Center St., Rheem Valley Shopping Center

(925) 376-1283
FULL WATCH & JEWELRY REPAIR SERVICES ON SITE.

Runaway Librarian Settles in Moraga
By Sophie Braccini

There is a twinkle in the eye of

Diane McDonnell, Moraga’s

new librarian – a spark that prom-

ises interesting surprises for resi-

dents.  A long time Placer County

librarian, McDonnell’s worked in

branch libraries and on the admin-

istrative side of the public library

system.  But she and her husband

wanted to run away.  Not from

their children and grandchildren in

Placer County, but from their lives

there. “We were ready for the next

adventure,” she says. “We wanted

some unpredictability in our lives.”

Contra Costa County Library

asked her which of four libraries

with openings she would like to

work at and she chose Moraga.

      

“I researched statistics about

the different municipalities and set

my heart on Moraga,” says Mc-

Donnell. “I got the sense that the li-

brary was important to the

community here.  I also saw many

values that are important to me like

family, open space, individualism.” 

      

For McDonnell and her hus-

band, who is also a librarian, this is

a return to the Bay Area.  “I was

raised in the Santa Clara/Los Gatos

area,” she says. “I looked into what

the Contra Costa County Library

had to offer because it has such a

reputation for excellence and inno-

vation.”    ... continued on page A9
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ORINDA  | 2  Theatre Square,  Suite 215   925.258.1111

45 Longridge Road, Orinda

Amazing views from this very unique, three
bedroom, two bath home with all new floors,
paint, bathrooms, kitchen, and vaulted 
ceilings. Perfect set up for au pair, student,
etc. Close to town.  

$749,000 Elena Tyson

36 Los Altos, Orinda

This classic estate exudes old world charm
and features 5734+/-square feet with 
spacious, elegant rooms and an inviting
guest/pool house. Spectacular, 2.75+/-acre,
gated setting in the heart of the coveted OCC
neighborhood.
www.36LosAltosRd.com

$3,950,000 Brian Jones and Lori Legler

Happy Valley Road, Lafayette

New construction by Melcor Homes. An 
unbelievable estate property on over 7.5
acres on desirable Happy Valley Road.
Available for presale.  

Price Upon Request Karen Richardson

0 Monticello Road, Lafayette

Create your paradise! Fantastic estate lot
awaiting a custom home. Fully approved
7.5+/-acres at the end of Monticello with
level pad & amazing views.  Direct access to
Briones from this property. Perfect for horses
or vineyard.

$895,000 Alan Marks
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Correction, issue date Nov. 21, 2012—Moraga's Plan for the Adobe Takes Shape: 
If you found this article confusing, you are not alone. About halfway through the fourth para-
graph, the text of the Adobe article disappears and part of a completely different article, "Thumbs
Up for 50+ Units of Housing" takes its place; seamlessly and without warning. The original article,
as it should have appeared, is reprinted here; with apologies to our readers and our reporter.

Moraga’s Plan for the Adobe Takes Shape
By Sophie Braccini

The Moraga Town Council has

a plan to save the Joaquin

Moraga Adobe from becoming a pri-

vate club house for 13 homeowners,

wanting it preserved as a historical

treasure that is open to the public for

educational purposes. Trouble is, the

Adobe is in Orinda—so last week

the Town Council sent a letter to the

City of Orinda.  

      

The Friends of the Joaquin Mor-

aga Adobe (FJMA) recently ap-

pealed the Orinda Planning

Commission’s approval of the devel-

opment of the Adobe property; the

appeal will be heard by the Orinda

City Council in January.

      

Introducing the agenda item at

the council’s Nov. 14 meeting, Town

Manager Jill Keimach said that Mor-

aga was respectful of Orinda’s

process and that the letter was an ef-

fort to start a discussion while pro-

posing very specific strategies aimed

at preserving the Adobe as a histori-

cal site. The staff report reads in part,

“The first goal is to provide public

access to the Adobe structure in

order to educate and showcase the

Adobe structure as it was initially

built in 1841, in conformance with

the Historical/Cultural Resources

Study by the Architectural Resources

Group.” The second goal is to pre-

serve the view from the Adobe’s

porch.

      

The council believes the best so-

lution is for FJMA to purchase both

the Adobe and Lot 12, a piece of land

where the developer plans to build a

house that would, according to

FJMA, annihilate the panoramic

view from the Adobe’s porch—the

view that drew Joaquin Moraga and

his family to that location in the first

place.  FJMA would restore and

maintain the building as a museum,

with help from the Moraga Histori-

cal Society.

      

FJMA President Kent Long ex-

pressed hope that with the weight of

the town thrown into the battle, albeit

“at the 11th hour,” the dynamic will

change. The property owner and de-

veloper, J&J Ranch, requested a

delay before the appeal of the project

is heard by Orinda’s council and

Long views this as a positive sign; he

anticipates new discussions with J&J

Ranch will take place before the

hearing.

      

If negotiations with the devel-

oper are successful, FJMA’s chal-

lenge would be to find enough

money to purchase the property.

“Now that we have a plan, we can

approach foundations and private

companies who might be willing to

participate in a non-profit venture,”

said Long.

      

Michael Olson of J&J Ranch

shared a few thoughts the day after

the meeting.  “The Town of Moraga

reached out to us and gave us a heads

up about the letter to the City of

Orinda,” he said.  Although he would

not comment on the proposal itself,

he indicated that one of the reasons

he had to ask to postpone the Orinda

hearing was to resume discussions

with FJMA.  “We have always been

open to talking with them and ex-

plore options that would be mutually

beneficial,” he said, “but we also

needed to move on with the project.”

      

“The developer is interested in

doing the right thing,” said Orinda

Planning Director Emmanuel Ursu,

who added he is hopeful that a com-

promise would be found.  

1460 Moraga Road Suite F, Moraga, 
Moraga Shopping Center, behind McCaulous

www.starpilates.com 
925-376-7500

Unlimited 
Pilates Mat, 
Spin and Zumba
classes, plus unlimited
use of fitness studio* 

$59
* for 30 days
November

&
December

only

Sign up today 376-7500
offer for new or returning

clients only




