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Blowout
$35

wash, blow

S0y treatments, make-up

Salon Elegante

Get the look you deserve

European Trained Stylist
Perfect color & highlights,

extensions, Keratin smoothing

43 Moraga Way, upstairs in Suite 204, Orinda
www.salonelegante.com | 925-258-HAIR (4247)
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Author, Illustrator, Teacher

By Cathy Dausman

In a forest with trees pointing up to the moon,

there lived and there sang an uncommon raccoon.
Listening closely, you could hear him each night,
his voice sofily weaving its way through the heights.

High in his perch at the top of a tree,
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Robert Anke

ith the debut of Rahoola’s

Song, first year Stanley
Middle School art teacher Robert
Anke can now add another title to his
name: published author. Anke, whose
Running in the Halls comic ran in a
local paper for one year, illustrated the
32-page hardback children’s book.
The story left at least one critic liken-
ing it to having “the fun and heart of
a Dr. Seuss [book].” It even has the
rthyme.

Anke, who loves to draw, began
the project 12 years ago in college as
a way to teach children a simple les-
son: that we are enough. “True, last-
ing happiness and contentment is not
found outside of us,” he said. He
wrote the story first, following up
with illustrations. Start to finish, the
second go-around took over two
years to complete, as he “forced the
rhyme to get better by employing an
economy of words.”

The story features Rahoola, a
happy, singing raccoon, who receives
an unexpected inheritance which
changes his life.

Anke liked the alliterative
sound of Rahoola Raccoon, and the
“larger, spiritual tradition” of the

Rahoola sang simply to set a song free. — Rahoola s Song (Cupola Press, 2012)
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name, which is drawn from the
name given to Buddha’s only child
(usually spelled Rahula). He used
his 6-year-old son as a “beta
reader” for the story.

The busy middle school art
teacher, and former Springhill Ele-
mentary school teacher, is the son and
grandson of a teacher.

“If T won the lottery I’d still teach
half-time,” he said. Yet he continues
his work as an author while immersed
in learning two new art curriculums
and advising the Stanley yearbook
class. Anke, who said it feels good to
have met his publishing goal, appre-
ciates the support his students and
their parents have shown by attending
his area book store readings.

He has finished the writing por-
tion of a second book, designed for
a toddler audience and is also mid-
way through the development of a
fall-themed book of prose for ele-
mentary students. Anke the author.
Anke the teacher. Perhaps an unex-
pected inheritance for us all.

Rahoola’s Song is published by
Cupola Press (www.cupolapress.com/
RahoolasSong.html) and is available
online.
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Holiday Riding

2013 Winter and
Spring Camp
Dec. 31-Jan. 4

REDWOOD
RAMCH

- 5745 Redwood Rd.,
Qakland, CA 94619
Phone: 510.531.0262

www.redwoodranchstables.com

1l S L

(excluding the 1st)
March 25 - 29
April 1-5

“Thank you. We very much appreciate
the high quality of care for Scott that the
‘Night Team'’ provides. We sleep well, knowing he
is well cared for while he dreams. All the best”
~Nancy & family

Call us anytime you need an extra hand.
Our caregivers--all bonded and insured--
help ease the burden of caring for loved ones:

e Bathing, dressing, grooming & toileting

e Light housekeeping & meal preparation

e Transportation, shopping & errands

* Medication reminders & physical activities
e Companionship...& more

61 Moraga Way, Suite 9
Orinda, CA 94563
(925) 317-3080

www.HomeCareOrinda.com
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YOUR 24/7 HOME CARE SPECIALIST

family owned since 1933 )

Trees « Shrubs - Vines « Annuals - Perennials
Vegetables - Containers - Statuary & Fountains
Indoor Plants - Decorative Items

www.mcdonnellnursery.com
196 Moraga Way « Orinda - (925) 254-3713 « Open Daily

Our mission is to provide personalized care,
E xXCe lle nt C are help maintain independence and
enhance our client’s quality of life
AT HOME on a daily basis.
HEE”TEEF s 4 « Fully bonded and insured
— upportive Geratri
0y « Geriatric care management
s TreE « Hourly care
At all Times... « Live-in care
3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite D Lafayette « Tr anspor tatloln to and from
(beside Trader Joe’s) me.dlcal appon}tments
www.excellentcareathome.com « Medication reminders

ﬁCordIess Wine Openerﬂ

Cordless Wine Opener and Vacuum
Sealer. Professional Quality! Great Gift!

1129 Broadway Plaza, Walnut Creek Mon — Fri 9:00 —9:30, Sat 9 ~ 9, Sun. 9:30 ~ 8 (925) 947-1991 e 1(800) 833-2182 Full Service Bridal Registry and Internet access www.davidmbrian.com

A crispy sweet Fuji Apple dunked in
tender caramel, then in rich
dark chocolate. Crunchy roasted
almonds complete the confection.
An apple never tasted so good!

24 to 3 Ibs. Approx. Diameter 6”

ﬁ Baby Apple 11.95 ﬁ
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Book Signings
In person

Michael Finney

ﬂ “Finney’s Finds”
¢
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Apple

Sun., Dec 23
11:00 to 1:00

Have your copy signed
on where to find funky,
fun and cheap deals!

14.95

In person

9% Ken Niles
“Fishing Fifty”
Fri., Dec 21
11:00 to 3:00

Have your copy signed
and share fishing stories
with the Author

29.90

37,000 Miles of Fly Fishing
in all 50 states
Great Gift Ideas

22.95
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