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MICHAELVERBRUGGE
CONSTRUCTION INC.

General Contractor

925 631 1055 www.MVCRemodeling.com

Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair.

Lic# 681593

“A little bit of myself :
goes into every job.” Herrs s
Michael VerBrugge,

Owner,
Moraga Resident

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious

On-time | Trustworthy | Local References
Full design team resources available

Cabinet Modifications

With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify
most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:
* Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances
* Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts
* Cabinet alterations/repairs
Thinking about home, office, entertainment, custom cabinetry, shelving,
crown mouldings, baseboards, new doors or mantels? We can help there, too!

925.827.1093

Licensed Cabinet &
Millwork Contractor
#598395

Paul Kephart Master Craftsman
www.TheCabinetMd.com

UPHOLSTERY SPECIALIST

REFINISHING AND RESTORATION

* Slipcovers  Pillows * Window Cushions
* Custom Upholstery ® Design Consulting
Marine - Commercial - Residential
Pickup & Delivery Available ® Free Estimates By Phone

M.R.S.

Fime [N Wanrld Draftanareshis

Mon.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-2
(925) 962-0579

Family Owned And Operated For Over 55 yrs.
3418 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette

BURKIN ELECTRIC

“Let lls nght Up Your Life”

Residential * Commercial ® Industrial
B B Serving Contra Costa since 1991
- : More than 35 years experience

All Work Done by Owner
Bonded & Insured
Lic.#C10-631523 #ﬂ
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rofessional Installation of:
¢ Geiling Fans, Recessed & Track Lighting ° Kitchen or Bath Remodel
* Exterior/Security/Landscape Lighting ° Electrical Service Upgrade

www.BurklnEIectrlc.net

Sole Proprietor

www.lamorindaweekly.com

7 925-377-0977
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STONEWORK -

CONCRETE WORK 925‘258"9233
DECKS

FENCES CELL: 510-847-6160
e LANDSCAPE COMPANY INC.

PONDS BLUE JAY FELDMAN LICENSED
CLEANUP & OWNER/OPERATOR % INSURED
HAULING WWW.BLUERIDGELC.COM Lic# 818633

Orinda Named the Second Friendliest
Town in America by Forbes

... continued from page A1l

According to the announce-
ment by Morgan Brennan on
Forbes.com, Forbes looked at
“500 small metro areas with pop-
ulations between 5,500 and
150,000.” Towns were ranked
based on their charitable giving,
low crime rates, number of col-
lege graduates and percentage of
owner-occupied homes. Orindans
donate roughly five percent of
their annual revenues to charity —
a fairly significant source of sup-
port for non-profit organizations
when you consider the commu-
nity’s median income level. The
city also just happens to be the
fifth safest in California (first for
its size category, according to the
FBI).

Education levels were as-
sessed, said Brennan, because
“research has found that college-
educated folks typically display
more civic engagement, with
higher rates of voting and volun-
teering.” Communities with
higher percentages of owner-oc-
cupied homes were ranked higher
because “studies have shown a di-
rect correlation between home-
ownership and neighborhood
stability.”

Forbes  partnered  with
Nextdoor.com to create its final
list. “Since Nextdoor is connected
to thousands of neighborhoods
across the U.S. that use our serv-
ice to create happier and friend-
lier places to call home,” said
Kelsey Grady, the company’s
Senior Communications Man-
ager, “it made sense to help
Forbes analyze the available
data.”

The San Francisco-based so-
cial media company describes its

Dispose Responsibly.
Now you can properly dispose of your

Home Generated Medical Sharps

For more information, visit www.wastediversion.org

CENTRAL CONTRA COSTA
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SOLID WASTE AUTHORITY

- your cutting edge resource for cutting waste.

mission as
sense of community to the neigh-
borhood.” Nextdoor offers its
users a variety of tools to create

“[bringing] back a

private social networks, cus-
tomized to suit the unique charac-
ter and needs of their respective
neighborhoods. Sleepy Hollow
residents are active on their site,
said Grady, as are 19 other Orinda
neighborhoods. “In Lafayette we
have 18 neighborhoods on
Nextdoor and in Moraga we have
10.”

Chris Maher and his Cam-
polindo neighbors use their site to
send alerts regarding burglaries
and other safety issues in Moraga,
post minutes of board meetings
and other documents, and also
reach out about upcoming garage
sales and for help with missing
pets. “We’ve found lots of dogs,”

he said. Using the site is also
proving to be an environmentally
friendly alternative to the event
flyers and lost puppy posters that
often end up littering streets and
fouling waterways in other areas.
Now roughly half of Campo
neighbors connect via email
blasts and text messages through
their private Nextdoor site.

While there were a few
naysayers when Forbes named its
friendliest towns, most comments
in the Twitterverse were upbeat.
Ryan, also known as @steezysee,
wrote that it was a “Great day to
be an Orindan.”

And @Orindaproblems hap-
pily Tweeted the social media
equivalent of a fist bump with the
hashtag “#GoodForUs”? It really
was a beautiful day in the neigh-
borhood.

Resources to Make It an Even More
Beautiful Day in Your Neighborhood

Compassionate Cities Campaign:
compassionateaction.org/cities

Conversations on Compassion - Stanford University’s Center
for Compassion and Altruism Research and Education:
ccare.stanford.edu/events/upcoming

Fetzer Institute for Love and Forgiveness:

www.fetzer.org/

TED - Ideas Worth Spreading:

www.ted.com
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Bay Area
Drainage, Inc.

Have You Checked Your

Crawlspace Lately?

e French Drains

e Sump Pumps

e Underfloor Drains
e Downspout Systems
e Subdrain Systems

e Retaining Walls
e Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

A General Engineering Contractor
Locally owned and Operated
Contractor LIC # 762208
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visit our website
www.bayareadrainage.com






