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Delivery theft, 12/17/12  A Sul-

livan Drive resident reported

the Sony noise-canceling head-

phones that he ordered were de-

livered to his front porch, but

alas, they were swiped by an

unknown suspect, definitely not

Santa’s little helper.  UPS con-

firmed that the package made it

to the residence. Estimated

value $30.

Same day, same crime,

12/17/12 A package had been

delivered to a Carter Drive res-

idence sometime between 1

and 3:15 p.m. which was stolen

from the doorstep.  The box

contained $202 worth of cos-

metics.  

And again, 12/17/12 This time

on Del Rio Way, just around the

corner from Carter—a package

delivered between 1:30 and

3:30 p.m. was mysteriously

taken from the door step.  The

box contained $80 worth of

camera cases.

And again, 12/17/12 Another

Del Rio Way homeowner got

home around 2:50 p.m. and no-

ticed three boxes on her front

porch.  When she went to pick

them up about 40 minutes later,

the boxes had vanished.  Per-

haps more than a coincidence

that there were a total of four

porches pilfered in the same af-

ternoon?

Irate customer, 12/17/12 Cops

responded to a call at the Wells

Fargo Bank on Moraga Way

and contacted the subject who

was delusional and uncoopera-

tive.  The woman was deemed

gravely disabled, unable to take

care of herself and a threat to

others, so she was taken to Con-

tra Costa Regional Medical

Center for a mental health hold.

Burglary, 12/16/12  A Paseo Del

Campo resident reported that

sometime between noon and

6:15 p.m. an unknown suspect

entered the home through an

unlocked door.  Miscellaneous

jewelry and electronics were

taken.  No leads at this time.

Police
Report

Check online for agendas, meeting

notes and announcements

Town of Moraga:
www.moraga.ca.us

Phone: (925) 888-7022

Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org

Moraga Citizens’ Network:
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

Public Meetings
Civic News

Planning Commission
Monday, Jan. 7, 7 p.m.
Moraga Library, 1500 Saint Marys Rd. 

Design Review
Monday, Jan. 14, 7 p.m.
Moraga Library, 1500 Saint Marys Rd .

Town Council
Wednesday, Jan. 9, 7 p.m.
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School,

1010 Camino Pablo

School Board Meeting
Moraga School District 
Tuesday, Jan. 8, 7:30 p.m.

Joaquin Moraga Intermediate

School Auditorium

1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga

www.moraga.k12.ca.us

See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Lic #624045

Peralta Construction
CUSTOM HOMES  |  ADDITIONS  |  REMODELING

owned and operated by Moraga resident
Pat Geoghegan

BUILDING THE BAY AREA FOR MORE THAN 20 YEARS

925.273.7692
www.peraltaconstruction.com

Blue Ridge Cabinets
Kitchens  •  Baths  •  Custom Cabinetry

Steve Gorman (925) 798-4899
cabdesign@ifn.net

www.blueridgecabinets.com Lic. 810658

Moraga’s New Mayor Wants to Leave His Mark
By Sophie Braccini

There was no doubt in Dave

Trotter’s mind that he

would be mayor of Moraga in

2013. It was not clear a year ago

when Howard Harpham was

elected vice mayor, breaking the

Moraga tradition of rotating the

top spot according to the number

of votes received in the general

election. But Harpham didn’t run

for re-election and Trotter be-

lieved that no one would stand in

the way of tradition again in De-

cember. Following the election he

worked with town staff to fine

tune a list of seven objectives that

define his vision for the town in

2013.  The Town Council will de-

bate and approve these goals,

probably in mid-January during

its traditional goal-setting session.

     

Trotter was elected to the

council in 2006 and 2010 on a

conservative and pro-open-space

platform.  His voting record is

consistent; every time a develop-

ment was proposed on a MOSO

property he advocated for mini-

mal impact.  This year, the Gen-

eral Plan is up for a partial review

and Trotter wants to leave his

mark in the tightening of the rules

for development on slopes and

ridgelines. “The result of Rancho

Laguna 2 shows that the General

Plan’s wording is not strong

enough to protect our open space

and we need to give it more

teeth,” said Trotter.  That develop-

ment was approved by the council

in 2011and includes a home to be

built on a minor ridgeline.  It

passed on a 2-1 vote, with Trotter

opposed. “It is time to put this

issue on the table, and it will re-

quire the vote of a majority of the

council to pass,” he added.

     

Trotter wants to go a step fur-

ther and is proposing a morato-

rium on development until the

General Plan is modified. “This is

very typically done in a situation

where you’re undergoing a review

of your General Plan; it is part of

the toolbox,” said Trotter.  He

added that the town did something

similar when it regulated the ac-

tivity of medicinal marijuana.  

     

Another of Trotter’s objec-

tives that will have an impact on

how Moraga is transformed in the

years to come is to encourage

small wineries while protecting

neighbors from impacts. “We al-

ready have two small scale winer-

ies in Moraga,” said Trotter,

referring to Parkmon Vineyards

and Captain Vineyards where two

Moraga families harvest grapes,

and produce and sell their own

wines.   Planning Director

Shawna Brekke-Read is working

on ways to regulate this activity

in residential neighborhoods, and

it is likely that defining what

“small” is will be a central ele-

ment.  “We have to consider the

setting and its impact on neigh-

bors,” said Trotter. “The first

thing is to work on a zoning reg-

ulation.”  

     

Trotter does not know what

this regulation should be, but has

ideas on how to limit the impacts

of winemaking. “It would be

great to have a co-op processing

facility in the Moraga Center, as

has been proposed by others,”

said the new mayor.

     

Two other issues related to

land use have been added to Trot-

ter’s list, addressing town-owned

land use.  He would like to start

negotiations with Moraga Coun-

try Club regarding the rent of a

large piece of property commonly

referred to as the “Back Nine.”

The club currently rents it from

the town at low cost, but these in-

expensive terms will terminate at

the end of 2013.  Trotter would

also like the council to look into

annexing the land located north of

Rancho Laguna Park that was de-

veloped without the town being

able to weigh in because, al-

though it’s within the town’s

“sphere of influence,” it’s not ac-

tually part of the town.

     

Trotter’s list does not include

new objectives related to the

Moraga Center Specific Plan. He

believes the plan that proposes for

700 housing units in downtown

Moraga is adequate, and its im-

plementation is beyond the con-

trol of the town since the area is

privately owned. “The Specific

Plan included language that indi-

cated that the town wanted to dis-

cuss development agreements

with the property owners,” said

Trotter. “We have received no in-

dication that the property owners

have any interest in doing so.”

The risk is that projects will get

developed separately with little of

the public benefits that were in-

cluded in the plan, such as the

creation of a real downtown

around School Street, the connec-

tion of trails along the creek, or

the renovation of the Moraga

Shopping Center. “The lack of

progress is frustrating,” acknowl-

edged Trotter. “It’s when you

have a development agreement

that you can plan in a comprehen-

sive way, rather than when it hap-

pens piecemeal.  Then what you

have to guide you is the text of

the Specific Plan.” 

     

Trotter’s other objectives are

in line with what was achieved in

previous years—a balanced

budget; the implementation of a

road repair plan after the passage

of Measure K; continuation of im-

provements to the Hacienda de las

Flores as it serves as a community

center; and cooperation with the

school district to improve recre-

ational facilities in town.

     

Also not on Trotter’s list: off-

leash dogs at Rancho Laguna

Park, an issue he would happily

let rest for 2013, if it’s just up to

him.

Mayor Dave Trotter presents his goals for 2013. Photo Andy Scheck

MORAGA PARKS & RECREATION
925-888-7045  •  www.moraga.ca.us

MAKE YOUR NEW YEARS RESOLUTION!
SIGN UP FOR CLASSES WITH

MORAGA PARKS & RECREATION!

Drainage Systems
• Standing Water Problems Eliminated
• Sump Pump Service, Repairs & Replacement
• Drainage Inspections & Reports
• Retaining Walls
• Grading

925-944-5263
drainagepros.com

visit us on
Facebook

A+
rated

The first and only
Company in the

Bay Area Offering
a 5 Year No

Standing Water
Under the House

Guarantee*

*Our 5 year guarantee is offered to
qualified clients who follow our repair

recommendations completly

Lic. #512288

MARY H. SMITH, D.D.S.ï CECELIA THOMAS, D.D.S.
A Professional Corporation
96 Davis Road, #5 - Orinda

925.254.0824

Taking care of all your dental needs for you and your
family. Emphasizing cosmetic dentistry with implants,

and Invisalign. Nitrous oxide is available. 
Consultations are complementary.

Dentistry with Excellence.

1460 Moraga Road Suite F, Moraga, 
Moraga Shopping Center, behind McCaulous

www.starpilates.com 
925-376-7500

New year,
new body,
new you!

Three
month

studio 
membership

925-376-7500 New clients only.

50%
OFF




