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                                       Share your thoughts with our community! 
                              Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and  

     not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters will 
     include the writer's name and city/town of residence -- we will only

accept letters from those who live in, or own a business in, the communities comprising
Lamorinda (please give us your phone number for verification purposes only). 
Letters should be 350 words or less; letters of up to 500 words will be accepted on a
space-available basis. email:    letters@lamorindaweekly.com;  
Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly, P.O.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

Editor:

My intent is not to dim the celebration of Orindans over the recent

honor bestowed upon our community by Forbes as the Second

Friendliest Town in America. However I do find it ironic that many

Orinda residents vociferously opposed the proposal by our last City

Manager to use the former library as a temporary winter shelter for

homeless families. Could it be that our hospitality extends only to

those who are as fortunate as us? Just a thought.

Willie Yee

Orinda

Editor:

     Since the shooting and murder in Connecticut of 26 kids and

staff there has been talk of stricter gun legislation and the possibility

of outright gun confiscation. I am against this because in the 2nd

Amendment--it states we have the right to bear arms. I would prefer

guns in the hands of responsible people for the purposes of self-de-

fence and personal means of entertainment such as target shooting

and hunting game. I’d prefer that psychiatrists, physicians and social

workers be required to input names into a database of people who

pose a threat to themselves or others, and then those people would

not be allowed a permit to purchase a firearm. Otherwise, we’re re-

moving guns from those who follow the law and leaving them in

the hands of those who don’t (people who obtain their guns ille-

gally). This would not completely solve the problem but I believe

it would make a great impact.

Alex (last name withheld at parent’s request because the writer is a

minor)

Moraga

Editor:

In the Contra Costa Times' "Eye on the East Bay..... irreverent look

at the news" in Lafayette,  your competitor has fallen victim to com-

mon misunderstandings about getting around in our small city. In

other words, it looks easier than it is. "Eye on the East Bay" cites

the speed with which the sinkhole on Mountain View Drive was re-

turned to active service with the help of CC Meyer, Inc., and ex-

presses a belief that only during such events as Taste of Lafayette

and the Art and Wine Festival, which occupy the Mt. Diablo Boule-

vard tarmac, is a bypass to our downtown needed. As a long-term

traffic commissioner, let me explain that on any given day of the

week, long backups often accompany one's drive through

Lafayette's downtown, regardless of the direction headed.  The Mt.

View Drive turnoff helps to avoid these long waits at each intersec-

tion and helps to de-load the street.  To this end, too, Mt. View Drive

south to Brook is a frequently used shortcut both to downtown

schools and to destinations of others headed south of the freeway,

including those who are headed to Moraga.  

Additionally, it needs to be understood that the single and multi-

family residential, commercial and medical services area delineated

by Moraga Road, Brook Street, Mt. View and Mt. Diablo Boulevard

contains a concentration of uses with ingress/egress roads -- save

the two arterials on the outskirts - that are no more than one narrow

and irregular lane in each direction to serve those who travel these

roads.  In an emergency,  the options for egress for those finding

themselves within those perimeters would be severely limited.  Op-

tions for ingress for emergency purposes would be similarly con-

strained.  Closure of the 4th leg of that neighborhood for a longer

length of time would not have been an intelligent option.

Sincerely,

Lynn Hiden

Lafayette

Join our Public Forum

If you have significant knowledge about an issue facing Lamorinda or one of its cities that requires
more than the 350 words to which we must limit Letters to the Editor, don’t despair! You can submit
your letter to our Public Forum section.  Just send your letter to  letters@lamorindaweekly.com

and let us know you’d like to be considered for the  Public Forum. 

Our passion is creating signature smiles for
kids, teens, and adults in an environment that
is warm, friendly, and fun!
We offer:

· Traditional braces
· Invisalign
· Clear braces
· Damon braces
· Mini-implants 

(the alternative to “headgear”)
· Sleep appliances 

(for snoring, grinding, or sleep apnea)

Melissa Bailey, DDS, MS
Specialist in Orthodontics
and Dentofacial
Orthopedics

15 Altarinda Road, Suite 104A, Orinda
BaileySmile.com

BAILEY orthodontics
Signature Smiles

Call us today (925) 254-4568
for a complimentary consultation.

“The closest thing to being cared for 

is to care for someone else.” is to care for someone else.”

Call us anytime you need an extra hand.  
Our caregivers--all bonded and insured--
help ease the burden of caring for loved ones:
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61 Moraga Way, Suite 9
Orinda, CA 94563
(925) 317-3080   

www.HomeCareOrinda.com

$500 off
First Month of Live-in
Home Care Service

WITH COUPON
offer good until 01/31/13

for new clients only

Contact us:

Letters to the editor (max 350 words):  
letters@lamorindaweekly.com
Sport events/stories/pictures:  
sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com
Art, theater, community events:  
calendar@lamorindaweekly.com
Business news or business press releases:  
business@lamorindaweekly.com
School stories/events:  
schooldesk@lamorindaweekly.com
General interest stories/Community Service:  
storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com
Publishers/Owners: Andy and Wendy Scheck;
andy@lamorindaweekly.com
wendy@lamorindaweekly.com
Editor: Lee Borrowman;
lee@lamorindaweekly.com
Associate Editor: Jennifer Wake; 
jennifer@lamorindaweekly.com
Advertising: 925-377-0977
Wendy Scheck; wendy@lamorindaweekly.com
Circulation: 26,200 printed copies; delivered to
homes & businesses in Lamorinda. 

Staff Writers:

Sophie Braccini; sophie@lamorindaweekly.com
Cathy Tyson; cathy@lamorindaweekly.com
Laurie Snyder; Laurie@lamorindaweekly.com
Cathy Dausman, cathy.d@lamorindaweekly.com
Sports Editor: Caitlin Graveson
sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com
Teen Coach: Cynthia Brian; 
cynthia@lamorindaweekly.com
Food: Susie Iventosch; suziventosch@gmail.com
Contributing Writers: Andrea A. Firth,  Conrad
Bassett,  Moya Stone, Rosylyn Aragones Stenzel,
Lucy Amaral, Michael Sakoda, Symon Tryzna, 
Rebecca Eckland, Marissa Harnett, Lou Fancher,
Nick Marnell, Barry Hunau (cartoonist)
Photos: Tod Fierner, Doug Kohen, 
Ohlen Alexander, Kevin Nguyen
Layout/Graphics: Andy Scheck, Jaya Griggs.
Printed in CA.

Lamorinda Weekly,
P.O. Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570-6133  
Phone: 925-377-0977; Fax: 1-800-690-8136;
email: info@lamorindaweekly.com
www.lamorindaweekly.com

Lamorinda Weekly
is an independent publication, produced by and for the residents of Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda, CA




