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Full design team resources available

Cabinet Modifications

925.827.1093

UPHOLSTERY SPECIALIST

REFINISHING AND RESTORATION

* Slipcovers  Pillows * Window Cushions
* Custom Upholstery ® Design Consulting
Marine - Commercial - Residential
Pickup & Delivery Available ® Free Estimates By Phone

M.R.S.
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Family Owned And Operated For Over 55 yrs.

MICHAELVERBRUGGE
CONSTRUCTION INC.

925 631 1055 www.MVCRemodeling.com

Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair.

“A little bit of myself
goes into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge,

With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify
most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:
* Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances
* Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts
* Cabinet alterations/repairs
Thinking about home, office, entertainment, custom cabinetry, shelving,
crown mouldings, baseboards, new doors or mantels? We can help there, too!

Paul Kephart Master Craftsman

3418 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette

General Contractor

~ HE’S ALL ABOUT LAMORINDA -~

CLARK THOMPSON
REAL ESTATE BROKER

DRE #: 00903367

Village ASSOCIATES REAL ESTATE

Ofhce: 925-254-8585
Cell: 925-998-7898

email: ct@clarkthompson.com

Search the MLS: www.clarkthompson.com
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93 Moraga Way, Orinda

Bit by Bit

... continued from page A1l

Licensed Cabinet &
Millwork Contractor
#598395

www.TheCabinetMd.com

Mon.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-2
(925) 962-0579

BURKIN ELECTRIC
“Let Us Light Up Your Life”

Residential * Commercial * Industrial
m More than 35 years experience
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www.BurklnEIectrlc net

rofessional Installation of:
¢ Geiling Fans, Recessed & Track Lighting ° Kitchen or Bath Remodel
* Exterior/Security/Landscape Lighting ° Electrical Service Upgrade
* Complete Home Wiring - Old & New ° Spa Installation
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“We used to ride our horses from
Moraga to Lafayette because Taco
Bell had a hitching post for us to tie
up and eat lunch. The jogging trail
was not paved and it was mainly used
All Work Done by Owner | | for horses and walkers,” she said.
Bonded & insured nily By her second horse, Brown

T boarded at the Moraga Barn where

“— == 1| it was “much easier to find your

horse,” and she wrote her rent
check to Mr. Bruzzone. She
boarded her third — and final —
horse at what is now Twin Canyons
Girl Scout Camp. She blames the
scarcity of public riding stables in

Serving Contra Costa since 1991

James Burki
Sole Proprietor

Recycle your
_household
batteries.
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Lamorinda on liability insurance.

“I could make more money giv-
ing horseback riding lessons than
travel writing if I didn’t have to carry
the insurance,” she said.

Karen Bottiani gets her riding in-
surance through membership in the
American Endurance Ride Confer-
ence. The MHA member said “we try
to be good managers” on the land
MHA has leased from East Bay Mu-
nicipal Utility District. A 20-year
member of the MHA, Bottiani keeps
her horses at the pasture, and attends
most meetings and events.

Recently, Bottiani was feeding
her horses Blue and Cupcake before
a trail ride with Gary Fend on Frosty
and Laura Stetson on Pearl. Bottiani
has been riding originally bareback
since she was two; riding isn’t a
hobby for her as much as it is a pas-
sion. “I ride every day, unless I'm
sick,” she said.

Still, the Lafayette resident re-
members a time when more local

Horse Culture in Lamorinda Changing

horses were kept in owners’ back
yards. She says nowadays riders
belong to stables, board their horses
and sign their children up for for-
mal riding lessons. Bottiani used to
ride along Pleasant Hill Road, but
auto traffic today makes that too
dangerous.

Shivani Rajan of Canyon echoed
that sentiment: “I don’t feel safe rid-
ing on [Lamorinda ] roads now,” said
Rajan, who began as a MHA junior
rider and has ridden for 20 years. She

! moved her horse with her to college

in Santa Cruz, and then returned to the
area, which she said was interesting
from a riding point of view. She
thinks the extracurricular activities
high school students pursue for their
college resume “leave less time for
horses.”

Trainer Kim Laursen said Hen-
son’s Arabian Center in Lafayette has
been there for years. She estimates 30
people use the facilities, which in-
clude a riding arena. Twenty horses,
many of them older, are boarded there
full time.

Lynne Collins likes the center be-
cause of its nice covered arena and
also because it is secluded, yet close
to town. Collins hadn’t planned to
ride the day she spoke, but stopped in
to visit her 13-year-old Morgan
horses Katrina and Twist.

Keeping horses “is a lot harder
than having a cat,” laughed Collins.

That is especially true at the feed-
ing trough. Monthly horse boarding
runs $500 to $800 per month, said
Mari Parino, executive director of
Orinda’s Xenophon Therapeutic Rid-
ing Center.

Parino said “the sky-rocketing
costs of hay and bedding” is partly to
blame. She said boarding options
have changed from private, smaller
places to larger boarding ranches and
that "designer barns” built in Castro
Valley and Livermore have lured
local trainers away from Lamorinda.

Moraga, Lafayette and Briones
trail access has become more difficult
because of busy roads and closed ac-
cess points, Parino added.

Still, Lamorinda horse lovers
continue to saddle up and ride off into
our local hills.
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Bay Area
Drainage, Inc.

Have You Checked Your

Crawlspace Lately?

e French Drains

e Sump Pumps

e Underfloor Drains
e Downspout Systems
e Subdrain Systems
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For battery recycling locations:
www.wastediversion.org or call (925) 906-1801.
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CENTRAL CONTRA COSTA
SOLID WASTE AUTHORITY

- your cutting edge resource for cutting waste.

e Retaining Walls
e Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

A General Engineering Contractor
Locally owned and Operated
Contractor LIC # 762208
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visit our website
www.bayareadrainage.com






