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Finance Advisory Committee
Wednesday, Jan. 23, 6 p.m.
Community Room, City Hall, 

22 Orinda Way

Public Meetings
Civic News

A6 Wednesday, January 16, 2013www.lamorindaweekly.com            925-377-0977

City Council
Thursday, Jan. 24, 6 p.m.
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 

26 Orinda Way

Planning Commission
Tuesday, Jan. 22, 7 p.m.
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 

26 Orinda Way

School Board Meeting
Orinda Union School District 
Monday, Feb. 11, 6 p.m.

OUSD Office 

25 Orinda Way, Suite 200

www.orindaschools.org

See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Antique appraisal? 1/2/13 A

65-year-old Orinda resident

discovered ammunition in his

basement, and called police to

dispose of it.  Responders

found 250 rounds of WW II

era, anti-tank shell ammuni-

tion. Just to be on the safe

side, OPD called in the ‘big

guns’ in the form of a Travis

Air Force Base explosive ord-

nance team.  The team re-

moved the ammunition from

the site.  It was taken to the

Orinda evidence locker for

subsequent destruction.  

Warrant arrest, 1/6/13 A 26-

year-old woman was arrested

on two counts of outstanding

warrants from Hayward and

Alameda.

Good thing they checked,

1/7/13 Police making a wel-

fare check on a 64-year-old

male found him to be under

the influence of alcohol.  That

is in violation of his terms of

probation, so the man was

transported and booked into

Martinez Detention Facility.

Police Report

Check online for agendas, meeting

notes and announcements

City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org

Phone (925) 253-4200

Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org

The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

$370

*Savings over 20 years with 
Solar

$14,034.26 $36,085.33 $70,752.12 $107,457.12

*Based on 6.7% inflation from the utility company.

$144,162.11 $180,867.11 $217,572.11 $254,277.10 $290,982.10

Bill with Comerford Solar2 $18 $46 $90 $137 $183 $230 $276 $323

1,250 1,500 1,750 2,000 2,250

Average Electric Bill in 20 
years

$119 $306 $599 $910 $1,221 $1,532 $1,843 $2,154 $2,465

Cash Option
Average Electric Usage (kWh) 250 500 750 1,000 1,250 1,500 1,750 2,000 2,250

Average Monthly Electric Bill $32.50 $83.57 $163.85 $248.85 $333.85 $418.85

1Includes all necessary expenses

Delivering a 5 year or less pay-back
CA LIC # 916517

2281 Via de Mercados, Suite B

(925) 62-SOLAR
Concord, CA 94520

$503.85 $588.85 $673.85

Bill with Comerford Solar2 $5 $13 $25 $37 $50 $63 $76 $88 $101

Average Electric Usage (kWh) 
in 20 years

250 500 750 1,000

2Combination of Utility Company and PPA 

$46,499.25

www.ComerfordSolar.com

Solar Cost after incentives $7,439.88 $12,089.81 $17,669.72 $23,249.63 $26,039.58 $30,689.51 $36,269.42 $40,919.34

Representing Orinda on Regional Issues
By Laurie Snyder

Public service, Orinda Mayor

Amy Worth mused recently, is a

wonderful way to help the commu-

nity. The volunteer hours given so

freely by so many make a genuinely

positive difference for the citizens

who live and work here.

      

Observing that she and her fellow

Orinda City Council members are

also volunteers, she added, “We on

the City Council are honored to re-

ceive the trust of our community to

serve.” Council members attend reg-

ularly scheduled meetings twice

monthly, as well as additional special

meetings throughout the year to de-

velop the budget and strategic plans,

address legal and public safety mat-

ters, and respond to residents’ con-

cerns on a diverse range of issues. In

addition, council members engage

with residents at numerous commu-

nity events and functions, and also

serve as liaisons on their behalf to

commissions and committees across

the Bay Area.  

      

“As one of 19 cities in Contra

Costa County, Orinda is represented

on a number of local and regional

boards that make decisions on issues

as broad as libraries, transportation,

garbage and planning,” said Worth.

“Because many of these issues cross

city and county boundaries, over the

decades regional agencies such as the

Contra Costa Solid Waste Authority,

the Association of Bay Area Govern-

ments, and the Contra Costa Trans-

portation Authority have been

established to enable cities and the

county to work together to provide

services to our citizens.”

      

And because many key services

such as the construction of the Calde-

cott Tunnel fourth bore, garbage and

recycling programs, and the County

Connection bus service are provided

to residents via these regional agen-

cies, “Council member participation

and leadership on the boards of re-

gional agencies ensures that Orinda

residents have a strong voice in the

decisions that are made,” explained

Worth.

      

Worth is also a voting delegate

with the Association of Bay Area

Governments (ABAG). What exactly

does a voting delegate do, and why is

it important for the citizens of Orinda

to have this link with ABAG?

      

The Association of Bay Area

Governments “is a cooperative asso-

ciation of the Bay Area’s one hundred

and one cities and nine Bay Area

counties,” explained Worth. Founded

half a century ago, “it was established

to provide a forum for cities and

counties to come together to address

issues such as transportation, housing

and economic development that

spanned beyond city and county

boundaries and were of importance to

local governments.” In addition,

“State of California legislation has

delegated the responsibility for long

range planning in housing (the Re-

gional Housing Needs Allocation) to

ABAG,” she said.

      

Voting delegates like Worth are

appointed by each city and county to

serve on the General Assembly,

which votes on the organization’s

budget, its officers and its organiza-

tional priorities. In addition, the Con-

tra Costa Mayors’ Conference selects

two representatives to serve as its rep-

resentatives on ABAG’s Administra-

tive Committee, which is responsible

for carrying out the organization’s

work as established by the General

Assembly.

      

What regional planning efforts

might the Orinda City Council be ex-

pected to engage in this year?

      

Reflecting on several regional

planning efforts that are currently un-

derway, Worth cited the review and

adoption of the first Bay Area re-

gional plan combining transportation,

local land use and housing planning

as a key area which will require the

council’s attention. “The coming

months will represent the continua-

tion of a public, two-year process to

develop the regional plan which is re-

quired under state law.” She noted

that “Orinda will continue to provide

its input on the plan, developed

through public City Council meet-

ings,” and said that residents will be

given additional opportunities this

spring to learn about and comment on

the plan through public hearings

slated to be held in Contra Costa

County. 

      

“In addition, a number of Contra

Costa efforts are under way such as

the development of the County Trans-

portation investment Plan and the

Central Contra Costa Solid Waste Au-

thority new franchise agreement and

service plan.”  

      

Orinda’s council members pro-

vide “an Orinda voice,” said Worth,

“to ensure that those decisions and the

resulting allocation of public re-

sources and tax dollars reflect the pri-

orities of our local community.”

Deadline to Apply for Orinda City
Commissions and Committees Coming Soon
The City of Orinda is recruiting citizens to fill critical commission and com-
mittee vacancies, including five openings on its new Public Safety Commit-
tee. Other bodies seeking volunteers include the Planning Commission,
Citizens’ Infrastructure Oversight Commission, and Parks and Recreation
Commission among many others.
Residents appointed to the Public Safety Committee will serve in an advi-
sory capacity to the City Manager and Chief of Police. They will discuss the
police budget, annual crime statistics, emergency preparedness plans, and
citizen crime prevention efforts, but will not review personnel policies and
procedures or allegations of misconduct. Meetings will be open to the pub-
lic, and held twice annually. Committee members will typically serve for
three years. 
“Qualified applicants for City Commission and Committee appointments
will be invited to interview before the full City Council on Saturday, February
23,” said Orinda City Clerk Michele Olsen. 
Committee descriptions and a full list of all open positions are available on
the city’s website. Candidate application materials must be submitted to
the City Clerk’s office by 5 p.m. on Feb. 8.  L. Snyder

Orinda Facing Solid Waste Rate Increase
By Laurie Snyder

Orinda’s current garbage and re-

cycling services are delivered

via a Joint Powers Authority (JPA),

which franchises solid waste services

on behalf of the cities of Danville,

Lafayette, Moraga, Orinda, and Wal-

nut Creek, as well as unincorporated

portions of central Contra Costa

County. The board of directors of

that JPA, known as the Contra Costa

County Solid Waste Authority

(CCCSWA), is also responsible for

setting annual residential and com-

mercial solid waste rates in those

communities.

      

And it is those rates which are

currently the subject of review by the

Orinda City Council. On Dec. 18,

council members learned that the

CCCSWA board is considering rais-

ing Orinda’s solid waste rates by an

average of 2.6 percent for year nine of

its 10-year franchise agreement with

the city.  ... continued on page A9

Rachel Moran
MA, MFT

Psychotherapy & Counseling

• Adolescents
• Adults

• Couples
• Families

I am pleased to announce the new location of  my private
psychotherapy practice in Orinda at 8 Camino Encinas, Suite 210.

My practice emphasizes a collaborative and solution focused
approach for issues including depression, anxiety, substance abuse,
eating disorders, and negotiation of  life transitions and
relationship challenges.

For more information about my experience and practice approach
please visit my website at www.rachelmoranmft.com.

(925) 330-5773 • rachel@rachelmoranmft.com

Maureen
Wilbur

Direct: (925)253-6311   Maureen@MaureenWilbur.com    www.MaureenWilbur.com

CA DRE #01268536 ©2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity . Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.  DRE License # 01908304

Freshly Updated Townhome near Acalanes
HS District Schools, BART & Freeways

Conveniently located, this spacious updated contemporary 3

bedroom 3.5 bath townhome has a private entry & fenced

back patio. The Quail Ridge Community has inviting trails,

ponds, & streams. Home has new hardwood floors, carpet,

appliances, & lighting, fresh paint, new granite counter tops &

more. More Photos at www.1450QuailView.com. 

Offered at $649,000

1450 Quail View Circle, Walnut Creek




