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Civic News Orinda

Orinda Facing Solid
Waste Rate Increase

... continued from page A6

According to reports presented to
the council, the “JPA, formed in
1994 in order to provide better serv-
ice and lower rates, resulted in
Orinda ratepayers paying garbage
and recycling rates lower than they
had previously paid up until 2008.”

CCCWSA’s board contracts
with HF&H, an independent con-
sulting firm, “to audit the service
providers’ true cost of service for
each jurisdiction. As a member of
the CCCWSA, Orinda’s revenue re-
quirement is calculated based on the
actual cost of the services.” The
franchise agreement also dictates
that the costs of the equipment used
to provide these services be amor-
tized. If revenues are lacking in any
rate year, “the shortfall will be made
up during future rate setting
processes” while any year-end sur-
plus “is held in reserve to offset
shortfalls in future years.”

For year nine of the franchise
agreement (March 1, 2013 to Feb.
28, 2014), CCCWSA projects that
Orinda’s revenue requirement will
be $3,704,704 with revenues esti-
mated at $3,854,871 — for a current
reserve of $66,591. The proposed
2.6 percent rate increase is needed,
said CCCWSA representatives, “to
cover the revenue requirement and
increase Orinda’s reserve” to
$316,985 because revenues are
coming in lower than initially pro-
jected.

This is due to several factors. As
consumers recycle more, solid waste
decreases. Plus, the current rate
structure is also motivating local
businesses to have their solid waste
picked up less frequently or via

apr.com

smaller solid waste containers while
residential users have also been
switching to smaller containers,
which decreases revenues available
to cover fixed expenses.

For average Orindans, this
means that the cost of 20 and 32-gal-
lon containers would rise 2.9 percent
— from $27.41 and $31.60, respec-
tively, to $28.20 and $32.52. In-
creases for 64 and 96-gallon
containers would be slightly smaller
(two percent) — from $61.28 and
$91.67 to $62.51 and $93.50, re-
spectively. Commercial rates are an-
ticipated to increase by roughly 2.6
percent.

In comparison, current monthly
rates for 32-gallon containers in
other cities include: Atherton ($55),
Danville ($23.81), El Cerrito
($38.10), Hillsborough ($52.50),
Lafayette  ($26.75),  Moraga
($24.46), Piedmont ($50.67), and
Walnut Creek ($19.29).

“If rates are not increased as pro-
posed and the Rate Year 9 revenue
requirement is higher than the rev-
enue and the existing reserves,” ac-
cording to city staft, Orinda “would
be required to meet the revenue re-
quirement from the city’s general
fund.”

Council members Steve Glazer
and Victoria Smith are serving as the
city liaisons to the CCCSWA board,
and are currently entertaining com-
ments regarding the planned in-
crease  from residents. The
CCCSWA board plans to provide
final direction to HF&H regarding
the proposed new rate structure by
Jan. 18 before adopting the new
rates Jan. 31.
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BARBACOS

MEXICAN COMFORT FOOD b

Now serving Littles and Middles menus

LITTLES

portions for children 8 years and under

NACHOS with choice of beans

NOODLES WITH BUTTER AND CHEESE
(Both meals include a kids drink)

SOFT TACO

CRISPY TACO
CHEESE QUESADILLA
BURRITO
ENCHILADA

HOT DOG

CHICKEN NUGGETS

(These meals are all served with rice, choice of beans or fruit and a kids drink)

MIDDLES

portions for children 9 years and over

TWO SOFT TACOS - chicken or beef
TWO CRISPY TACOS - chicken or beef

cream and guacamole
ENCHILADAS - choice of cheese, chicken or beef

(These meals are all served with rice, choice of beans or fruit)

Theatre Square in Orinda

Call 925-253-1183

$6.95each

TWO CHEESE QUESADILLAS - add chicken or beef $2.00
SUPER BURRITO - chicken or ground beef, rice, beans, cheese, salsa, sour

FREE
kids
meal

from the
LITTLES menu.
Need coupon.
Exp. 2/12/13
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ALAIN PINEL

REALTORS

17 Cedar Lane, Orinda

Woodland Terrace Jewel! Elegant, four
bedroom, 2.5 bath home with pool, yard
area, outdoor kitchen, sunrise to sunset
views, hardwood floors. Improved for
energy efficiency. Beautiful landscaping
designed by Matsutani.

$1,500,000 Diane Reilly

1079 Sunrise Ridge Drive, Lafayette

Fabulous, 4 bedroom plus den and bonus
room, 3600+/-sf home with panoramic view
and privacy. Great floor plan with master
bedroom on main level. Bonus room and 3
bedrooms down. .75+/-acre lot.

$1,200,000 Bill Finnegan

821 Mariposa Road, Lafayette

Large, open and beautiful, single-story home
near downtown. Remodeled with hardwood
flooring, granite counters, floor-to-ceiling
windows, views of the hills. Near shopping,
BART and top schools.

$1,049,000 Alan Marks

76 Acacia Drive, Orinda

Private and serene setting with charming,
4 bedroom, 3.5 bath home built in 2008. All
new appliances, new shutters, hardwood
floors and granite counters. Close to
downtown. Please do not disturb tenants.

$1,000,000 Karen Richardson

Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources. Such information has not been verified by Alain Pinel Realtors. If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.
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