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Horse Culture in Lamormda Changing it by Bit

By Cathy Dausman

Colorful local street names like Cattle Chute Road and Dead Horse Canyon Road only hint
at Lamorinda’s involvement with horses. In fact, the semi-rural area has a long history with
all things equine, dating back to Pony Express rides through Lafayette in the early 1860s.

More recently, rider Linda Ostman said Lamorinda was once an area of backyard
horse owners and that Contra Costa County was known to have one of the largest horse
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populations in the state of California.

“We rode our horses all over the place,” said Lafayette’s Nancy Brown. Brown grew up in
Moraga where over time she owned and rode three horses. “I kept my first horse in the Moraga
Horseman’s Association pasture behind Joaquin Moraga School,” she said. “MHA was the eques-

trian club back in the day. ... continued on page A12
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Easy Access to Crime Information for Lamorinda

By Cathy Tyson

ho wouldn’t want to know

about crime in their neighbor-
hood, especially if it’s easy and free?
CrimeReports.com allows users to input
an address and a map pops up that dis-
plays all the crime in the immediate area,
broken down by date, time and type.
With the click of a mouse, it’s easy to
zoom in and out, to see crimes in Walnut
Creek or Oakland.

When compared to Oakland, Lam-
orinda residents clearly have safer com-
munities. When searching Lafayette, be
sure to include California, lest that other
Lafayette in Louisiana pops up. Moraga
doesn’t subscribe to this service, but
oddly enough there was an error that
placed several registered sex offenders,
who have actual addresses in San Jose,
in town.

Color coded boxes indicate if it’s a
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“T” for theft or “A” for assault or other
logical abbreviation. Additional cus-
tomization such as selecting a range of
dates from three to seven to 30 days can
be selected or narrowing down a search
to incident layers, perhaps if someone
only wanted to check out thefts from a
vehicle can be chosen.

The company bills itself as the only
near real-time source for both crime data
and sex offender information. Because
they contract with the Contra Costa
County Sheriff’s Office, both Lafayette
and Orinda crimes are posted on this
website. Lafayette Police Chief Eric
Christensen explains that CrimeRe-
ports.com is a private company that they
subscribe to. “We feed the data that re-
lates to Lafayette through the Sheriff’s
Office to the service provider.” Infor-
mation from over 700 participating law

enforcement agencies maps out the
crime scene for all 50 states using cloud-
based software.

For the past year, Moraga police
have chosen Nixle for emergency mes-
saging. Nixle uses phones and e-mail to
deliver information to residents who
have signed up for the free service. The
idea started with a major road closure
that led to a substantial traffic back-up.
Moraga Chief Robert Priebe called it ““a
cost-effective solution” when it was in-
troduced; there’s no charge to the police
department for the service. Nixle sends
those that register notices on road clo-
sures, law enforcement activity, and
emergency alerts. With a year of Nixle
behind them, Priebe said, “We are very
happy with it and have received several
positive comments and appreciation
from the community.”
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To sign up for Nixle, go
to www.nixle.com or
simply send a text
message to 888777,
and enter the
appropriate
information.

CrimeReports.com
requires no sign up to
look up addresses,
however members can
sign up to receive crime
alerts if requested.
There’s also a free
iPhone application.
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Just Listed! Spacious Burton Valley Traditional...

OFFERED AT $1,495,000 - WWW.521SILVERADODRIVE.COM

Nestled in the heart of Burton Valley, this beautifully updated 5+BR/3BA, 3591+
sg. ft. home provides amazing square footage and a flexible floor plan including
two master suites and a separate office. The .29+ acre exterior includes a large
patio, front & rear level lawns, fresh landscape & lots of room for gardening & play!

DANA GREEN
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Lafayette

Civic News
Public Meetings

City Council
Monday, Jan. 28, 7 p.m.

Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Planning Commission
Tuesday, Jan. 22, 7 p.m.

Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Design Review

Monday, Jan. 28, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Arts & Science Discovery Center,
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

School Board Meetings
Acalanes Union High School
District

Wednesday, Jan. 16, 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 6, 7:30 p.m.
Board Room AUHSD Office

1212 Pleasant Hill Rd., Lafayette
www.acalanes.k12.ca.us

Lafayette School District
Wednesday, Feb. 13, 7 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
Stanley Library

3477 School St., Lafayette
www.lafsd.k12.ca.us

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements

City of Lafayette:
www.cl.lafayette.ca.us

Phone: (925) 284-1968
Chamber of Commerce:
www.lafayettechamber.org

No Love for the Terraces Project at Meeting

By Cathy Tyson

Residents turned out in force to
voice their opinions on the pro-
posed 315-unit Terraces of Lafayette
project at a recent Planning Commis-
sion meeting. Even after a brief in-
troduction by Special Projects
Manager Ann Merideth who ex-
plained that this is the first step in
evaluating the proposed project and
that the sole purpose of the meeting
was to determine if the environmental
impact report complies with the Cal-
ifornia Environmental Quality Act,

Sig taped in the window of a car parked at the Lafayette Library and
Learning Center for “Terraces” meeting.

Photo Cathy Tyson

Planning Commission Chair Karen
Maggio had to caution the standing
room only crowd on a number of oc-
casions to refrain from applause and
encouraged public comment to stick
to the matter at hand. Maggio re-
minded residents of the meeting’s
focus and said that comments on the
merits of the project will be heard at
a number of future meetings. It was
apparent that concerned citizens
clearly wanted to express their over-
whelmingly negative opinions.

No decision was made, and the
commission meeting was continued
until Feb. 4 to allow for the city attor-
ney, consultants and city staff to sort
through hundreds of pages of com-
ments prior to making a decision on
the compliance of the environmental
report.

The city attorney was asked to
briefly define what compliance with
CEQA requires. “Do you have all
day?” he joked before summarizing
that it’s about “determining that the
city’s analytical conclusions are
supported by substantial evidence”
and added that “the city can rely on
the judgment of its experts.” Ac-
cording to the staff report Merideth
prepared for the meeting, “The
Final EIR identifies potentially sig-
nificant impacts that would result
from the Project and mitigation
measures that would reduce the sig-
nificance of these impacts.” The
staff report also points out, “There
can be disagreements amongst ex-
perts or differing opinions about the
information in the EIR. As long as
they are disclosed through the envi-
ronmental review process, these dis-
agreements and opinions do not
make an EIR inadequate or incon-

sistent with CEQA.”

David Bowie, the applicant’s at-
torney, touched on the appropriate-
ness of relying on expert testimony
and described the conclusions drawn
in the Final EIR as “highly suspect.”
He offered as an example the location
of the ridgeline that could be in one of
four locations, according to the EIR,
but that had actually “disappeared
decades ago” with the construction of
BART. Although frowned upon in a
public hearing, the audience broke out
in laughter.

Roughly 30 residents wished to
comment on the project, with con-
cerns ranging from visual impacts, the
definition of a complete and accurate
report, air quality, school crowding
and of course traffic impacts for the
already congested intersection of
Deer Hill Road and Pleasant Hill
Road. There’s no shortage of remarks
for the “Terraces” project; the com-
ment portion of the Final EIR on the
city’s website has 12 sections of com-
ments from organizations and four
sections from individuals along with
comments from state, regional and
local agencies. To see the entire doc-
ument, visit the city website at
www.lovelafayette.org

Famous Horowitz Piano Coming to Lafayette

Budding virtuosos can tickle all 88 distinguished ivory keys

By Cathy Tyson
It’s not every day a piano goes on a
road trip, but already having trav-
elled from New York to Russia to
Japan, classical pianist and composer
Vladimir Horowitz’s personal piano
is making a stop this weekend in
Lafayette. Players of all ages are in-
vited to play on this fantastic Stein-

way Concert Grand Piano in the
Community Hall of the Lafayette Li-
brary and Learning Center.

Born in Kiev in 1903, now the
capital of Ukraine, Horowitz later be-
came a naturalized American citizen
and after a long, illustrious career he
passed away in 1989. For a younger

generation who may be unfamiliar
with his celebrity, Time magazine de-
scribed him as, “widely regarded as
the greatest pianist of the 20th century
—maybe of all time.”

It’s unclear if the abilities of
Horowitz will rub off on the fingers
of casual players, but it couldn’t hurt.

... continued on next page

Burglary/Theft/Robbery:

12/24  burglary 500 block St. Mary’s Rd
credit fraud 900 block Janet Ln
petty theft 1200 block Medfield Rd
12/27  fraud 1000 block 2nd St
Police Rep ort auto burglary 3400 block Lana Ln
Sting, 01/11/13 The Lafayette Police Department and the L2 au:o ll;urgiary %(2)88 Eiocﬁ gurt(;)tll 8
Contra Costa County District Attorney’s Office conducted a auto burg-ary ock Hoede
. o 12/29  petty theft 1300 block EI Curtola Bl
joint undercover prostitution sting at the Gold Tub massage tolen vehicl 100 block Lafavette Ci
establishment on Mt. Diablo Blvd. During the operation, ; oten vetcle 3300 b(;c (k g ayet ]; r
an undercover officer was solicited by an employee of the ortgelr)y I 3600 block N}: e](; bi Bl
business. Xiu Bo Wang, 25, of Oakland was arrested for so- auto burglary 3400 block W dla. N D
licitation to engage in prostitution. She was issued a cita- allll Ol' fli relary 3500 block M(t)oDYli)vf Brl
tion and released from the scene. During an inspection of SHOpH ock M. Iav0
. S .., 12/30 auto burglary 400 block Castello Rd
the business, officers found numerous violations of the city's to burel 900 block Paulson Ct
massage establishment ordinance. Gold Tub’s certificate to auto burg’ary ock Fauison
operate in Lafayette was immediately revoked Dl et el AL BTy
’ grand theft 3600 block Mt Diablo Bl
petty theft 3600 block Mt Diablo Bl
Dec. 23, 2012 to Jan. 5, 2013 1/2  prowler seen 1800 block Del Rey St
Grand theft 4000 block Mt Diablo Bl
Alcohol:
. . . Burglary 3100 block Acalanes Av
/1 drunkin public 3400 block Mt Diablo Bl /4 petty theft 3600 block Mt Diablo Bl
Animal control: commercial burglary 3700 block Mt Diablo
12/24 Moraga Rd @ Sky Hy Dr. 1/5  burglary 900 block Leland Dr
Nt credit fraud 4000 block S Tilden Ln
12/24  major injuries Pleasant Hill Rd@ Reliez residential 3900 block § Peardale Dr
Valley Rd Disturbance:
property damage ~ Moraga Rd @ Sky Hy Dr 12/27 noise 1700 block Reliez Valley Rd
12/25 hit & run 3400 block Lana Ln 1/5 harassment 900 block Hough Av
12/26  hit & run 3500 block Mt Diablo Bl Drugs:
12/27  property damage Mt Dl'ablo Bl @ Pleasant HillRd | 5/5¢ 1000 block Vista Vella
12/28 property damage Condit Rd @ .
Pleasant Hill Rd phoiihes .
12/30 major injuries Moraga Rd @ 12/27 3300 block S Luc%lle Ln
Tanglewood Dr 12/31 3300 block S Lucille Ln
1/4 reckless driving 1200 block Pleasant Hill Rd 173 Moraga Rd @ Tanglewood Dr
1/5  major injuries 800 block Reliez Station Rd Vandalism:
major injuries Moraga Rd @ Mt Diablo Bl 12/23 3300 block Betty Lane (twice)
Assault: 3200 block Beechwood Dr
1/ brandishing weapon 4100 block Hidden Valley Rd 12/24 Lucas Dr @ Michael Ln
/4 battery 3200 block Mt Diablo Bl 12/27 3300 block Beechwood Dr
1/5  battery 100 block Lafayette Cir 175 900 block Dewing Av

Traffic Stops over the two week period: 138
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Last Call at Petar’s

By Cathy Tyson

Moraga pals Sammy Cohen, now a student at University of Colorado,

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Boulder, and Jeremy Hauser, a student at UC Davis, enjoy a “Freddie” at

Petar’s closing night.

n overflow crowd came out to

be a part of the closing night of
Lafayette institution Petar’s on Jan. 5.
After a half century of hospitality, the
legendary establishment closed its
doors due to a decline in restaurant
patronage and a significant rent in-
crease from new property manager
Main Street Properties.

Although Mediterranean fair re-
placed Petar’s original continental
cuisine a few years ago, the place was
more known for its active bar scene
than for dining. After purchasing the
business from original owner Petar
Jakovina 13 years ago, current owner
Ned Kermaninejad said he’ll be look-
ing for other opportunities, and has no
plans to retire.

It was a Saturday night to remem-
ber. A long line formed out front,
complete with bouncers and a $20
cover charge. Historically, Petar’s
was the preferred location for many
Lamorinda college kids home on
school breaks to enjoy an adult bev-
erage. Closing night was no different,
a festive atmosphere, music, and an
easy cab ride home — if needed. The
final farewell evening had college
kids along with more mature folks
ready to enjoy a libation or three and

Photo courtesy Jake Tyson

popular singer, musician and DJ “Di-
amond Dave” Hosley.

Lots of audience participation
marked the evening, including a rous-
ing rendition from the packed house
of Neil Diamond’s “‘Sweet Caroline,”
and Van Morrison’s unforgettable,
“Brown-Eyed Girl.” Perhaps it was
the brisk sales of long-time bar-
tender’s namesake drink, the secret
recipe $6 “Freddie” shot, that lowered
inhibitions.

Jeremy Hauser, a Campolindo
class 0of 2009 graduate and now a sen-
ior at UC Davis, reflected on the
Petar’s experience. “Petar’s was great
for reconnecting with people you
thought you would never see again.
Something about a round of Freddies
and a timeless Diamond Dave classic
just brings people together.” Hauser
noticed some troubling changes over
the years. “At the end it kind of lost
its charm; exorbitant covers and
overly dramatic bouncers seemed
very un-Petar’s. Over the last few
breaks the Round Up definitely took
its place as the ‘go to” spot for bored
Lamo kids. But I don't think any of
us will soon forget the wild nights we
had at Petar’s, acting like kids again
in a supposedly adult environment.”

Famous Horowitz Piano
Coming to Lafayette

.. continued from page A2

Justin Levitt

The legendary piano is available for
the public to play on Jan. 19 from
10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Jan. 20 from
noon to 3 p.m. A $5 donation to sup-
port the Library Foundation is re-
quested. Because of its popularity,
play time will be limited to 10 min-
utes for students up to age 12, and 20
minutes for those 13 and up.

Also on Jan. 20, from 4 to 5:30
p.m., pianists Justin Levitt and Susan
Hammond will hold a lecture-recital
with video clips of the master at work
and performance of music by Schu-
mann, Rachmaninoff and Scriabin.
Residents may remember Levitt from
his days at Acalanes or his recent con-
cert at the library with David Glass
back in October. Admission for the
recital is $10 and includes a glass of
wine or coffee. To make a reserva-
tion, call (925) 253-6513 x101 or go
to reserve@LLLCF.org.

Levitt credits Bob Athayde at
Stanley Middle School and Brad
Wells, choir teacher at Acalanes, for
their “support and encouragement,
they really believed in me,” and in-

Photo provided

spired him to pursue music as a pro-
fession. He recalls as a student in
Lafayette he worked all summer
and saved up $600 to buy an upright
spinet piano from a woman in Ross-
moor, “and never looked back.”
This self-taught musician and com-
poser recently played at Carnegie
Hall and won first place at the 2012
Music Teachers’ Association of Cal-
ifornia for his original composition,
“Sweet Contentment.”

Impressed by the Horowitz
piano, Levitt points out that this is
the very same piano the prominent
musician had in his home and that
accompanied him to Russia for his
stellar come-back performances in
Moscow and Leningrad in 1986.
For beginners to advanced players
being able to play this piano and ex-
perience the music and rich warm
tone is priceless. For those that
can’t make it this weekend, the
Horowitz piano will be available for
the public to play at Sherman Clay
in Walnut Creek for approximately
two weeks.
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Moraga Resident since 1966.
Successfully selling real estate for over 28 years.
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JUST SOLD!

Over Asking Price with 4 Offers

46 Sarah Lane, Moraga
Sold for $1,200,000

PACIFIC
UNION

INTERNATIONAL

EXCLUSIVE AFFILIA’

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE

PacUnion.com

ARE YOUR ASSETS WORKING FOR YOU?
OR, ARE YOU WORKING FOR YOUR ASSETS?

R. Hays Englehart, ChFC®

Financial Consultant, LPL Registered Principal
CA INSURANCE LIC. # 0643931
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[LAURUS

FINANCIAL GROUP k%

OFFICE 925.254.0980
CELL 818.642.6260

EMAIL hays@lfgadvisors.org
WEB Ifgadvisors.org

ADDRESS One Bates Blvd, Suite 202
Orinda, CA 94563

Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC

Why Home Care Assistance Is The Leading
Provider of 24/7 Live-In Care:

® We offer experienced, bonded and insured caregivers, who are trained in our Balanced
Care Method™ of promoting healthy aging.

® We arrange culinary training for our caregivers at Sur La Table to improve their skills
and ultimately, our clients’ meals.

® Our founders wrote the book Handbook for Live-In Care, which serves as a resource
for the industry as well as families.

® We also provide care away from home, including around-the-clock care during hospital

and rehab facility stays.

Meet Jesse Walters. Jesse is the Client Care Manager for
our Danville/ Walnut Creek office. He has been working on
older adults issues for more than ten years and specializes
in home care. Please call Jesse to answer any questions you
may have about home care.

Home (are

ASSISTANCE
1-866-4-Liveln™

Call Jesse for a free consultation at:

925-817-0416 - HomeCareAssistance.com -
480 San Ramon Valley Blvd, Danville, CA 94526 i
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Civic News
Public Meetings

Town Council
Wednesday, Jan. 23, 7 p.m.

Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School,
1010 Camino Pablo

Planning Commission

Tuesday, Jan. 22, 7 p.m.
Moraga Library, 1500 Saint Marys Rd.

Design Review

Monday, Jan. 28, 7 p.m.
Moraga Library, 1500 Saint Marys Rd.

School Board Meeting
Moraga School District
Tuesday, Feb. 12, 7:30 p.m.
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate
School Auditorium
1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga
www.moraga.k12.ca.us
See also AUHSD meeting page A2
Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements
Town of Moraga:
WWW.moraga.ca.us
Phone: (925) 888-7022
Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network:
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

Wrong way, 1/06/13 Perhaps it was
driving on the wrong side of the
street that was a heads up, but alert
officers knew with a whiff that the
driver and his friend had been
smoking marijuana. The young
men admitted to being in possession
of less than one ounce of pot. The
17-year-old passenger was released
to one of his parents at the scene and
entered in the Juvenile Diversion
Program. His pal the driver was 18
years old and was issued a citation
for possession of pot.

Suspicious foggy windows, 1/06/13
Cops spotted an older blue BMW
with foggy windows parked on Na-
talie Drive at 4:30 p.m. When the
occupants rolled down the window,
a blast of pot smoke exited the ve-
hicle. The person in the driver’s
seat received a citation—due to a
prior infraction he wasn’t eligible
for the juvenile diversion program,
but his friend was eligible and was
entered into the program.

Stolen car found, 1/06/13 At 4:30
a.m. officers spotted a brown Mer-
cedes parked along the side of
Canyon Road, about a mile north of
Pinehurst Road, a rather unusual lo-
cation to park. Turns out the car had
been reported stolen the day before
from Orinda. The car was towed
after police were unable to contact
the owner. Car thieves didn’t get
very far.

Loud party, 1/06/13 Loud noise and
music greeted officers as they
checked out a Moraga Road party
after midnight. Cops informed the
homeowner that there had been a
complaint. The party was officially
over at that point and the neighbor-
hood returned to its usual quiet
punctuated by the occasional owl.

Graffiti, 1/04/13 Staff from Joaquin
Moraga Intermediate School called
to report that an unknown suspect
entered a storage room while it was
unattended and used a black mark-
ing pen to write graffiti on the inside
of the door and the cement floor.

Auto burglary, 1/03/13 Not the en-
tire car, just the stuff in the car. An
Ascot Drive resident reported she
parked and locked her Honda Ac-
cord in the carport around 4 p.m.
When she went out the next day
around 10 a.m. all the doors were
unlocked and she was missing a
large amount of nursing equipment
that she needed for work.
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Soliciting and Peddling to be Regulated in Moraga

By Sophie Braccini

It has been a common belief that
the Town of Moraga has a permit
requirement policy for peddlers and
solicitors. But Chief of Police Robert
Priebe could not find such a policy in
the Municipal Code or elsewhere. On
Jan. 9, he presented to the Council a
text that defines the conditions under
which individuals can engage in busi-

ness transactions  door-to-door.
Priebe’s proposal includes a back-
ground check and payment of a fee
for a one-year permit. Political cam-
paigning (freedom of expression) and
solicitors under age 15 are exempt.
The council is expected to give final
approval of the new regulation in a
few weeks.

“We continue to receive com-
plaints from residents about aggres-
sive and sometimes scary individuals
who go door-to-door selling their
products,” said Priebe. “Usually the
complaints are about people coming
from out of town, sometimes out-of-
state.” The new regulation states that
it is unlawful to peddle or solicit with-
out a permit. The permit is granted,
or refused, by the police department
after review of the information pro-
vided by the applicant, including any
criminal record.

“If someone does not want any-
body to come to their front door to sell
something, they can display a ‘no so-
liciting’ sign,” added the chief. “Even

with a permit, solicitors will not be
authorized to engage the owners of
that house.”

Council members asked the
amount of the fee to get a permit, but
Priebe said he didn’t know yet. He
added that anyone peddling or soliciting
in Moraga would have to present the
permit and an identity card to home-
owners or police officers asking for it.

“What will happen if you catch
someone without permit?” asked
Council Member Roger Wykle. “We
will issue a citation,” replied Priebe.
The penalty is $100 per person, but
according to the chief the most likely
outcome is that they will simply not
come back to Moraga.

The Return ot the Battle of the Land

By Sophie Braccini
An unusually large number of
people defied the frigid cold
the morning of Jan. 12 and
crowded the La Sala Pavilion at
the Hacienda de las Flores to par-
ticipate in the elaboration of the
town’s goals for 2013. What at-
tracted most of them was an an-
nouncement by Mayor Dave
Trotter expressing his personal
desire to amend the land use rules
of the town’s General Plan and
put a moratorium on existing
projects until revisions have been
incorporated.

This immediately revived
what property owner Dave Bruz-
zone called a “very dividing bat-
tle,” the confrontation between
those who want to maximize
open space and those who defend
the legal rights of property own-
ers. No decision was made at the
goal-setting meeting other than to
bring the issue of revising the
General Plan back to the council
for discussion.

Trotter believes that the rela-
tively recent approval of the Ran-

cho Laguna II development along
Rheem Boulevard demonstrates a
weakness in the implementation
rules of Moraga’s open space or-
dinance (MOSO) that allows
homes to be approved for devel-
opment on a ridgeline on MOSO
land.

About a half dozen people
spoke in favor of revising the
General Plan and supported the
idea of a moratorium on existing
projects. Almost as many speak-
ers were opposed. Among them
was Mark Armstrong, represent-
ing the developer of the Rancho
Laguna II. “If that happens (a
moratorium), we will have no
other choice but to defend the ap-
provals and our property rights in
court,” he said.

Other opposition came from
Council Member Ken Chew, who
said he believes staff has no time
to spend revising the General
Plan. At different times during
the meeting it was clearly stated
that the town, and particularly the
Planning Department, is under-

staffed. Moraga, being a minimal
government town, offers salary
and retirement packages that are
at the lowest level in the Bay Area
according to Town Manager Jill
Keimach.

Additionally, Moraga’s staff-
to-population ratio is also at the
lowest level, even when full. At
this time, the Planning Depart-
ment is comprised of the director,
Shawna Brekke-Read, and one
administrative assistant. Brekke-
Read indicated that the large
number of new development
projects coming to Moraga has
forced her to stop working on
other issues such as winery regu-
lations, and that taking on a revi-
sion of the General Plan was not
something she could envision
with her current budget.

Since Trotter was supported
by council members Roger
Wykle and Phil Arth, Keimach
said she would present the coun-
cil with options for clarifying the
implementation of land use—
after she talks to the town’s attor-

ney about what a moratorium
could involve and what the risks
would be for the town. The coun-
cil can then decide how it wants
to proceed. Trotter indicated he
would like to see this happen
soon.

The other objectives for 2013
were more consensual. Issues
that emerged as priorities include
an aggressive road improvement
plan, a balanced budget and the
recruitment of staff to replace va-
cant positions since burnout is a
high risk.

A new objective was added to
the list: the preservation of the
Rheem Theatre (see article page
B1). “This is the most important
matter... it has to be a high prior-
ity,” said Arth. It is unclear what
shape support from the town
could take, and Town Manager
Jill Keimach said that she would
like to conduct a large community
outreach effort before formulat-
ing options. The theater will be on
the council’s agenda Jan. 23.

Council Plans for Measure K Oversight

By Sophie Braccini

Q s required under the ballot meas-
re, the Moraga Town Council
recently defined the attributes of the
new Measure K Citizens” Oversight
Committee that will make sure that the
money the town receives from its
newly passed sales tax will go toward

road repairs for the next 20 years.
The committee will start its work
in April when the 1 percent Moraga
sales tax takes effect. The Council
agreed that it should be a seven-mem-

ber body with a quorum of four. The
committee will meet two to four times
per year, the frequency being deter-
mined by either the committee itself
or by the town council.

This group will review a yearly
report provided by the Administrative
Services Director presenting the sta-
tus and performance of the programs
and services funded wholly or par-
tially with proceeds from the tax. It
will also have access to the audited fi-

nancial statements for all of the
town’s financial activities where the
auditor will include an accounting of
the revenue received from the tax and
the matching expenditures. In turn,
the oversight committee will present
areport to the council once a year.
The oversight committee is not to
conduct outreach about their work or
recommend any specific road repairs;
its responsibility is just to make sure
that the sales tax goes to the roads.

JV LUCAS PAVING, INC.

CA LIC#195560

- ey O
e
A e

. Addressing the needs of
residential as well as
commercial paving

projects throughout the

Greater Bay Area

' 995.983.8027

But, as Town Manager Jill Keimach
pointed out, there are some gray
areas. “Would a parking lot like the
one we are constructing by the
skatepark be a good Measure K proj-
ect? How about storm drain and side-
walk  repairs? Could ADA
improvements or staff time be part of
it?” she asked.

Council members did not want to
leave these decision to the new com-
mittee and told the town manager that
projects would be reviewed by the
council and this type of political de-
cision would be taken at the political
level—by the council itself.

Resident Seth Freeman came to
the council to make some suggestions
as to the modus operandi of the com-
mittee and also to express an interest
in being nominated. Keimach said
that she had already received numer-
ous inquiries from residents interested
in overseeing the tax money usage.

The council decided to interview
all of the potential committee mem-
bers at a public meeting in February.
The qualifications they deemed nec-
essary included finance and account-
ing, pavement management, public
sector capital project management,
public affairs and communications.
They decided that no council member
will hold a seat on the oversight com-
mittee, although a member of the
Audit and Finance Committee will
join the group as a liaison without
voting rights.
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The New Council: Good Guys and
Good Troopers

By Sophie Braccini

he new Moraga Town Council

finds itself without a female
voice. At its first meeting the council
set a tone of male camaraderie.
Mayor Dave Trotter frequently ad-
dressed the group as “guys” and they
seemed to fall behind his leadership
without too much questioning.

For example, Trotter stated that
the mayor had to sit on the Audit and
Finance Committee. Council mem-
ber, and last year’s mayor, Mike Met-
calf asked why, but did not challenge
further when Trotter justified his

statement by saying the reason was
that he had done it before.

It will be interesting to see the al-
liances that are likely to form over the
next few months. This council has
two new members, Phil Arth and
Roger Wykle, who will need to test
the water and find their marks.

Only one slightly controversial
issue arose at the Jan. 9 meeting—the
question of who would join Trotter on
the Audit and Finance Committee.
Metcalf, Vice Mayor Ken Chew and
Arth all expressed interest in the seat.

Chew immediately withdrew his
name and offered his support to Arth,
while Wykle supported Metcalf. “T
would have liked a consensus on
this,” pleaded Trotter. Arth then nom-
inated Metcalf and was seconded by
Chew. Trotter called Arth “a good
trooper.”

There may be issues in the future
that will divide these men but, for
now, Moraga appears to have an or-
derly, disciplined and well-wishing
council.

" 925-377-0977

Dense Sophistication: SummerHill
Responds to Planning Challenge

By Sophie Braccini

f'the proposed SummerHill devel-

opment off Camino Ricardo is
any indicator, developers will face
some challenges if they want to build
a share of the 700 dwelling units ap-
proved in the Moraga Center Specific
Plan (MCSP). At a Jan. 7 meeting
with the Moraga Planning Commis-
sion, SummerHill’s Denise Cunning-
ham and her team presented a new
version of their design that incorpo-
rated the commission’s previous re-
marks and requirements. Only half
of the commissioners liked the im-
proved plan and neighbors, objecting
to having a park instead of homes
abutting their back yards, raised new
issues.

The new plan proposed by Sum-
merHill for its14.26-acre develop-
ment was praised by members of the
public and some of the commission-
ers for its focus on creating a custom-
home feel. “We designed each of the
26 homes according to the topogra-
phy,” explained the project’s archi-
tect. The result is that no two homes
are alike and each has landscaping
that will add to its uniqueness.

“We visited the Sonsara develop-
ment across the street and noticed the
attention to detail that made that de-
velopment a success,” the architect
added. “Sonsara has been well re-
ceived in the town and many have
expressed their desire that this be
held as a standard for quality and de-
sign they would like to see in the
MCSP,” confirmed Cunningham
after the meeting.

Design changes included soften-
ing the straight road with curves, re-
ducing the number of homes from 28
to 26 and adding a landscaped buffer
between homes and Camino Ricardo.

Despite these changes, Commis-
sioners Jim Kline and David Killam
opposed the project. Kline cited den-
sity and compatibility with the exist-
ing neighborhood, and Killam
believed that the distance between
homes was not enough and that the
street was too narrow.

Commission Chair Stacia Leven-
feld and Commissioner Christine
Kuckuk supported the plan. “We
must remember that the whole proj-
ect (MCSP) was created to imple-

ment denser housing,” said Leven-
feld. “Here we’re getting something
even better than what was envisioned
in the MCSP.”

A neighbor raised a completely
new issue during the meeting. A
large portion of the property, lo-
cated between two creeks, has been
excluded from all development.
SummerHill, following the lead of
town staff;, is proposing to turn that
piece of land into a neighborhood
park. Resident John Reed came to
the January meeting to oppose that
option. “This is a zoning viola-
tion,” he said. When he and his
wife bought their home in 1977 on
Crossbrook Court, they checked
with the Planning Department to
find out about the zoning of the un-
developed property that was back-
ing theirs—it was for three
dwelling units per acre. “Having
another home on the other side of
the fence is what should be, not a
park,” he said.

No action was taken. Summer-
Hill will return to the planning com-
mission in a few months.
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JOIN US! MOTHER DAUGHTER TEA
SATURDAY, FEB 9; 9:00-11:00AM
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CALL TO REGISTER: 925-888-7036

MORAGA PARKS & RECREATION
925-888-7045 « www.moraga.ca.us

Your favorite Chinese Restaurant is back

’i‘ Yano

RESTAURANT
MANDARIN & SZECHUAN CUISINE

Sun-Thur 11:30 am — 3:00 pm
4:30 pm — 9:00 pm

xpine-in only. Minimum 0r6€t Fri-Sat ~ 11:30 am — 3:00 pm
a5 pertable L0 4:30 pm — 9:30 pm
combined with any othet offer.
Exp. 131/13 Closed on Tuesday

1 Orinda Way Ste. #1
925-253-9852

www.yanrestaurant.com
10% off discount on take-out orders.

-

NEED HELP AT HOME?

for yourself or a loved one?

).1".
Errands . Driving . Appointments . Shopping . Cooking
Technology . Finances . Holiday . Fet Care . Organizing

.} 925-285-6272

Lamorinda Comforts of Home

LOCAL - BONDED - INSURED
www.lamorindacomfortsofhome.com

2
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to Sag Thanks

Your Village Associates:

During the past year, hundreds of our neighbors have
thanked the Village team for helping in the successful
transition into or out of their homes. In the spirit of the
season, we want to thank each of them once again, along
with so many others who have shown their support and
expressed well wishes during our twelfth year of service in
the community.

Best wishes to our families, friends and neighbors for a

happy, healthy and safe 2013.

Top Row (I-r): Dexter Honens II, Charles Levine, Ben Olsen, Art Lehman, Altie Schmitt, Dan Weil, Jeff Snell, Clark Thompson, Ignacio Vega

Middle Row (I-r): Carol Stevenson, Anne Knight, Jaime Roder, Judy Schoenrock, Lynda Snell, Linda S. Friedman, Ashley Battersby, Terri Bates Walker,
Shannon Conner, Molly Smith, Tara Rochlin, Margaret Zucker, Ann H. Ward, Joan Eggers, Marianne Greene, Christine Clark, Caitlin O’Laskey

Seated (I-r): Joan Cleveland, Joan Evans, Susan Zeh Layng, Patricia Battersby, Sue Olsen, Linda Ehrich, April Matthews, Karen Murphy

Not Pictured: Ann Sharf

CELEBRATING

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103, Orinda, CA 94563 (925) 254-0505
www.villageassociates.com
Lf facebook.com/Village Associates

2000 - 2012

llage

ASSOCIATES
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Orinda

Civic News
Public Meetings

City Council
Thursday, Jan. 24, 6 p.m.

Auditorium, Orinda Library,
26 Orinda Way

Planning Commission
Tuesday, Jan. 22, 7 p.m.

Auditorium, Orinda Library,
26 Orinda Way

Finance Advisory Committee

Wednesday, Jan. 23, 6 p.m.
Community Room, City Hall,
22 Orinda Way

School Board Meeting

Orinda Union School District
Monday, Feb. 11, 6 p.m.
OUSD Office

25 Orinda Way, Suite 200
www.orindaschools.org

See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements

City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org

Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org

The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

ORINOA
POLICE
Police Report

Antique appraisal? 1/2/13 A
65-year-old Orinda resident
discovered ammunition in his
basement, and called police to
dispose of it. Responders
found 250 rounds of WW 1II
era, anti-tank shell ammuni-
tion. Just to be on the safe
side, OPD called in the ‘big
guns’ in the form of a Travis
Air Force Base explosive ord-
nance team. The team re-
moved the ammunition from
the site. It was taken to the
Orinda evidence locker for
subsequent destruction.

Warrant arrest, 1/6/13 A 26-
year-old woman was arrested
on two counts of outstanding
warrants from Hayward and
Alameda.

Good thing they checked,
1/7/13 Police making a wel-
fare check on a 64-year-old
male found him to be under
the influence of alcohol. That
is in violation of his terms of
probation, so the man was
transported and booked into
Martinez Detention Facility.
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Maureen

Wilbur

Direct: (925)253-631 |

CA DRE #01268536

Maureen@MaureenWilbur.com www.MaureenWilbur.com

©2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity . Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. DRE License # 01908304

B 1450 Quail View Circle, Walnut Creek

Freshly Updated Townhome near Acalanes
HS District Schools, BART & Freeways

Conveniently located, this spacious updated contemporary 3
bedroom 3.5 bath townhome has a private entry & fenced
back patio.The Quail Ridge Community has inviting trails,
ponds, & streams. Home has new hardwood floors, carpet,

' appliances, & lighting, fresh paint, new granite counter tops &
more. More Photos at www.|450QuailView.com.

Offered at $649,000
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Representing Orinda on Regional Issues

By Laurie Snyder

ublic service, Orinda Mayor

Amy Worth mused recently, is a
wonderful way to help the commu-
nity. The volunteer hours given so
freely by so many make a genuinely
positive difference for the citizens
who live and work here.

Observing that she and her fellow
Orinda City Council members are
also volunteers, she added, “We on
the City Council are honored to re-
ceive the trust of our community to
serve.” Council members attend reg-
ularly scheduled meetings twice
monthly, as well as additional special
meetings throughout the year to de-
velop the budget and strategic plans,
address legal and public safety mat-
ters, and respond to residents’ con-
cerns on a diverse range of issues. In
addition, council members engage
with residents at numerous commu-
nity events and functions, and also
serve as liaisons on their behalf to
commissions and committees across
the Bay Area.

“As one of 19 cities in Contra
Costa County, Orinda is represented
on a number of local and regional
boards that make decisions on issues
as broad as libraries, transportation,
garbage and planning,” said Worth.

“Because many of these issues cross
city and county boundaries, over the
decades regional agencies such as the
Contra Costa Solid Waste Authority,
the Association of Bay Area Govern-
ments, and the Contra Costa Trans-
portation Authority have been
established to enable cities and the
county to work together to provide
services to our citizens.”

And because many key services
such as the construction of the Calde-
cott Tunnel fourth bore, garbage and
recycling programs, and the County
Connection bus service are provided
to residents via these regional agen-
cies, “Council member participation
and leadership on the boards of re-
gional agencies ensures that Orinda
residents have a strong voice in the
decisions that are made,” explained
Worth.

Worth is also a voting delegate
with the Association of Bay Area
Governments (ABAG). What exactly
does a voting delegate do, and why is
it important for the citizens of Orinda
to have this link with ABAG?

The Association of Bay Area
Governments “is a cooperative asso-
ciation of the Bay Area’s one hundred
and one cities and nine Bay Area

counties,” explained Worth. Founded
half a century ago, “it was established
to provide a forum for cities and
counties to come together to address
issues such as transportation, housing
and economic development that
spanned beyond city and county
boundaries and were of importance to
local governments.” In addition,
“State of California legislation has
delegated the responsibility for long
range planning in housing (the Re-
gional Housing Needs Allocation) to
ABAG,” she said.

Voting delegates like Worth are
appointed by each city and county to
serve on the General Assembly,
which votes on the organization’s
budget, its officers and its organiza-
tional priorities. In addition, the Con-
tra Costa Mayors’ Conference selects
two representatives to serve as its rep-
resentatives on ABAG’s Administra-
tive Committee, which is responsible
for carrying out the organization’s
work as established by the General
Assembly.

What regional planning efforts
might the Orinda City Council be ex-
pected to engage in this year?

Reflecting on several regional
planning efforts that are currently un-

derway, Worth cited the review and
adoption of the first Bay Area re-
gional plan combining transportation,
local land use and housing planning
as a key area which will require the
council’s attention. “The coming
months will represent the continua-
tion of a public, two-year process to
develop the regional plan which is re-
quired under state law.” She noted
that “Orinda will continue to provide
its input on the plan, developed
through public City Council meet-
ings,” and said that residents will be
given additional opportunities this
spring to learn about and comment on
the plan through public hearings
slated to be held in Contra Costa
County.

“In addition, a number of Contra
Costa efforts are under way such as
the development of the County Trans-
portation investment Plan and the
Central Contra Costa Solid Waste Au-
thority new franchise agreement and
service plan.”

Orinda’s council members pro-
vide “an Orinda voice,” said Worth,
“to ensure that those decisions and the
resulting allocation of public re-
sources and tax dollars reflect the pri-
orities of our local community.”

Orinda Facing Solid Waste Rate Increase

By Laurie Snyder

Orinda’s current garbage and re-
cycling services are delivered

via a Joint Powers Authority (JPA),
which franchises solid waste services
on behalf of the cities of Danville,
Lafayette, Moraga, Orinda, and Wal-

nut Creek, as well as unincorporated
portions of central Contra Costa
County. The board of directors of
that JPA, known as the Contra Costa
County Solid Waste Authority
(CCCSWA), is also responsible for

setting annual residential and com-
mercial solid waste rates in those
communities.

And it is those rates which are
currently the subject of review by the
Orinda City Council. On Dec. 18,

council members learned that the
CCCSWA board is considering rais-
ing Orinda’s solid waste rates by an
average of 2.6 percent for year nine of
its 10-year franchise agreement with
thecity. ... continued on page A9
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3344 Mt Diablo Bivd
in Lafayette
Q25-284-4440
lamonndafloors.com

relationship challenges.

!} Rachel Moran

MA, MFT
Psychotherapy & Counseling

¢ Adolescents

e Adults

I am pleased to announce the new location of my private
psychotherapy practice in Orinda at 8 Camino Encinas, Suite 210.

My practice emphasizes a collaborative and solution focused
approach for issues including depression, anxiety, substance abuse,
eating disorders, and negotiation of life transitions and

For more information about my experience and practice approach
Y
please visit my website at www.rachelmoranmft.com.

(925) 330-5773 . rachel@rachelmoranmft.com

* Couples

e Families

COMEREORD

Deadline to Apply for Orinda City
Commissions and Committees Coming Soon

The City of Orinda is recruiting citizens to fill critical commission and com-
mittee vacancies, including five openings on its new Public Safety Commit-
tee. Other bodies seeking volunteers include the Planning Commission,
Citizens' Infrastructure Oversight Commission, and Parks and Recreation

Commission among many others.

Residents appointed to the Public Safety Committee will serve in an advi-
sory capacity to the City Manager and Chief of Police. They will discuss the
police budget, annual crime statistics, emergency preparedness plans, and
citizen crime prevention efforts, but will not review personnel policies and
procedures or allegations of misconduct. Meetings will be open to the pub-
lic, and held twice annually. Committee members will typically serve for

three years.

“Quialified applicants for City Commission and Committee appointments
will be invited to interview before the full City Council on Saturday, February
23,"said Orinda City Clerk Michele Olsen.

Committee descriptions and a full list of all open positions are available on
the city’s website. Candidate application materials must be submitted to
the City Clerks office by 5 p.m. on Feb. 8. L. Snyder

2281 Via de Mercados, Suite B
Concord, CA 94520
(925) 62-SOLAR

www.ComerfordSolar.com

925)62-SOLAR

CA LIC#916517

Delivering a 5 year or less pay-back
o
Cash Option

Average Electric Usage (kWh) 250 500 750 1,000 1,250 1,500 1,750 2,000 2,250
Average Monthly Electric Bill | $32.50 $83.57 $163.85 $248.85 $333.85 $418.85 $503.85 $588.85 $673.85

Bill with Comerford Solar, S5 $13 $25 $37 $50 $63 $76 $88 $101

Solar Cost after incentives | $7,439.88 | $12,089.81 | $17,669.72 | $23,249.63 | $26,039.58 | $30,680.51 | $36,269.42 | $40,919.34 | $46,499.25
Average Electric Usage (kWh) 250 500 750 1,000 1,250 1,500 1,750 2,000 2,250

in 20 years
Average Electric Bill in 20 $119 $306 $599 $910 $1,221 $1,532 $1,843 $2,154 $2,465
years

Bill with Comerford Solar, $18 $46 $90 $137 $183 $230 $276 $323 $370
— -

Savings °Vse‘: sz_’ vearswith | «14034.26 | $36,085.33 | $70,752.12 | $107,457.12 | $144,162.11 | $180,867.11 | $217,572.11 | $254,277.10 | $290,982.10

*Based on 6.7% inflation from the utility company.

Includes all necessary expenses

2Combination of Utility Company and PPA



Wednesday, January 16, 2013

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Certified Green Builder

“As seen on”
He¢
V|

HOME & GARDEN TELEVISION

s
McCartt

Construction Inc.
Custom Homes & Renovations

Building in Lamorinda Since 1999

(925) 376-5717

mccarttconstruction@msn.com

Orinda, CA
Lic. # 770687

“As heard on HG Radio”

"'HGRadio

925-377-0977 LAMORINDA WEEKLY Page: A7

Integrity Knowledge Results

Are you making a Real Estate change in 20137

We are again in a competitive market and it is more
important than ever to plan your real estate changes
early in the year. If you are considering a change,

then it's time to strategize - call me!

View MLS Listings online at LamorindaValues.com

Frank Woodward

Realtor®, Previews Property Specialist
T. 925.788.4963

E. Frank@FrankWoodward.com

DRE# 01335916.©2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity . Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. DRE License # 01908304

CoLDWeLL
BANKER O

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAL

PREVIEW?®

he life of the city’s first

mayor, the late Dick Heggie,
will be celebrated in cerebral style at
11:30 a.m. today at the Orinda
Country Club when George Bres-
lauer, University of California’s Ex-
ecutive Vice Chancellor and
Provost, and professor of Slavic

From left: Dick Heggie, Bobbie Landers and Bill Cosden

Studies, discusses the sustainability
of Russia’s Putin regime at Orinda’s
first Dick Heggie Peace Sympo-
sium. The public event is being co-
sponsored by Orinda Rotary and the
Orinda Chamber of Commerce. A
long-time Rotarian and co-founder
of the Orinda-Tabor Sister City

s HEATING & COOLING

The Haddon Family, Orinda Residents, Owners/Operators
Ryt Qg T E Nl e ¥
.I T o, Mg E‘;’{:’_r -i'-::';.-l

F T game - == = /7

Winter Tune-Up
Special $59

925-521-1380

www.haddonheatingcooling.com

Photo provided

Foundation, Heggie will be remem-
bered for his deep commitment to
the community, as well as his distin-
guished international relations ca-
reer which included 19 years with
the Asia Foundation and service as
an executive director of the World
Affairs Council. L. Snyder

The Real Estate Firm People Trust

Coldwell Banker Orinda

ORINDA 5 Moraga Way 925.253.4600 | 2 Theatre Square, Suite 211 925.253.6300
CaliforniaMoves.com | E3/cbnorcal | E3/cbmarketingwest |

©2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity

We wish you a new year filled with happiness,
health and prosperity.

Thank you for making Coldwell Banker your
first choice in real estate.

Coldwell Banker. Where home begins.

coLDWweLL
BANKER O

RESIDENTLAL ERORERALE

You

u/coldwellbanker

Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. DRE License #01908304.
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Blue Ridge Cabinets

Kitchens * Baths ° Custom Cabinetry

Steve Gorman (925) 798-4899
cabdesign@ifn.net

www.blueridgecabinets.com Lic. 810658

Crab Feed & Dance

Saturday, February 2, 6:00 - 11:00 p.m.
Bring your appetites & dancing shoes.
Music provided by popular DJ.

Dinner & Dance $40, Dance only $10.

For tickets & reservations
call (925) 672-6799.
Holy Trinity Cultural Center, 1700 School Street, Moraga.

For non-crab [overs:
Chicken available by seecial
advance order request.
Dinner tickets MUST be
purchased in advance.

BOR O OB OO OR R X

Soroptimist International of 24-680 & Soroptimist International of Martinez invite you to our annual

CRAB FEED

;?( silent auction
MY he@e

oakwood
athletic club

Lovyor cours

L ot

Saturday
February 9

$45 per person
tickets must be | T T .
purchased in advance casual clress
For tickets and information contact:
Toni Pera (925) 283-2279 or Terry Enns (925) 285-4693
siof24.680@gmail.com

THE ALL-NEW BMW
6 SERIES -
GRAN COU PE BMW Concord

— I
Michael Heller, BMW Concord, miheller78@hotmail.com - -
1

W

-
— Fi

R ——

all Michael Heller
925-998-2150
BV AGON oYU NN Oy arketSipmieoncord
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AMY ROSE SHITH
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R
o il

2L ES #1850
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I've been fortunate to help these families
buy and sell homes in Lamorinda.
To me, it's all about finding the right fit.

AMYROSESMITH

amyrosesmith@apr.com | 925.212.3897

www.lamorindaweekly.com

7 925-377-0977

Care. Comfort. Compassion.

When you need It most.

Your Lamorinda Senior Checklist ...
Find cook for better nutrition ¢/
Get driver to appointments, groceries ¢/

Get help with laundry & changing sheets v
Find somebody for companionship, exercise, puzzles v/

CALL SENIOR HELPERS vvvv

We can assist with these activities and more.

Call for a free assessment 925-376-8000

! 1"‘ Bonded and insured.

_"' Senior Helpers locations are independently owned and operated. ©2011 SH Franchising, LLC
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Community Service

Over 700 Trees Planted by Local
Suburban Farming Group
Organization helps community care for and harvest trees

for charity

hree years ago, The Urban

Farmers — the Lafayette sub-
urban farming group — challenged
the Lamorinda community to plant
1,000 fruit trees within five years.
Since then, the group has succeeded
in planting 720 trees around the
county, the majority of which are in
Lamorinda. As word of the organi-
zation’s goal has spread, trees have
been popping up in Danville,
Alamo, Walnut Creek, and Concord
as well.

The planting of fruit trees in
local backyards is an important step
on the path to hunger relief in the
community. “If you plant an apple
tree in your backyard, in a few years
it will start producing fruit in large
volume. An apple tree can put out
200 to 300 apples a year,” says Sia-
mack Sioshansi, executive director
of The Urban Farmers. “After your

Submitted by Ashley Hagin

Lamorinda residents prepare to harvest pears during a family day.

will still have fruit to donate.”

To enable both novice and expe-
rienced residents to grow fresh, fla-
vorful fruit, the organization
provides free workshops on how to
plant trees bought through their pro-
gram. After teaching homeowners
how to plant the trees, the organiza-
tion services them on a communal
basis, pruning and spraying to save
busy homeowners from having to
become tree experts. The organiza-
tion also harvests the excess fruit to
donate to local food banks — in a
typical day, volunteers visit four to
five homes and harvest between 500
and 1,000 pounds of fruit.

Still, for those who want to learn
how to care for their own trees, The
Urban Farmers also offers pruning
classes and workshops. “A few peo-
ple can learn enough at a workshop
to get out there and prune their

Photo Siamack Sioshansi

deners, don’t feel comfortable prun-
ing a tree. One of my friends said
pruning is like swimming: You can’t
learn by talking about it.”

To raise that comfort level, the
organization is in the final stages
of planning two orchards — 125
trees in Danville and 27 trees in
Lafayette — for training purposes.
“This way, homeowners who want
to learn can come out and make as
many cuts, under supervision, as
they need until they feel they can
swim to the other end, at home,”
Sioshansi says. The orchards will
be planted in early February; fam-
ilies and individuals are invited to
participate.

The Urban Farmers’ group fruit
tree purchase is now open and will
run through Feb. 6. Visit
www.theurbanfarmers.org or
www.facebook.com/theurbanfarm-

family eats, cans, and gives away all
that you want, in most cases you

trees,” says Sioshansi. “Most others,
including the most confident gar-

ers.org for more information about
upcoming events.

Saint Mary’s College Museum of Art
Honored with Arts Recognition Award

Submitted by Dyana Bhandari

Photo Andy Scheck
he Saint Mary’s College Museum of Art was
one of three honored with a 2012 Arts Recog-

nition Award by the Arts and Culture Commission
of Contra Costa County (ACS) and the County
Board of Supervisors yesterday at the County Ad-
ministration Building in Martinez. For the past 17
years the Arts Recognition Award has honored
artists and arts organizations that have made signif-
icant contributions to the arts and culture of Contra
Costa County over a sustained period of time.
“Saint Mary’s College Museum of Art is a jewel
in both Contra Costa County and the Bay Area for
the vision, leadership, commitment and creativity in
bringing visual culture to both the college and larger

communities,” said Darwin Marable, AC5 chair.
“The Arts and Culture Commission and the Board of
Supervisors are honored to recognize the Museum’s
many contributions to our community.”

Museum director Carrie Brewster said she was
thrilled by the latest honor for the institution.

"As a museum that has been accredited by the
America Alliance of Museums for more than 25
years, we take pride in bringing a world of art to
Saint Mary’s College and the surrounding commu-
nities," said Brewster.

Brewster added that "the expansion of our exhibit
space by 50 per cent in 2011 enables the Saint Mary's
Museum of Art to present four exhibitions at once,
offering with an even more diverse range of the vi-
sual arts to our region."

According to Marable, ACS5, in conjunction with
the Board of Supervisors, has granted 78 annual
awards since 1996 to artists, art educators, arts or-
ganizations and many others who have made signif-
icant contributions to the arts.

“The Saint Mary’s Art Museum was honored for
its permanent collection, including its William Keith
Collection, and noteworthy one-person exhibitions
which bring local, national and international known
artist to Moraga and Contra Costa County," Marable
said.

The two other recipients were Michele Seville,
arts and culture manager for the City of Richmond
and Hershell West, artist, muralist and community
organization leader. The Board of Supervisors pre-
sented a resolution honoring these county leaders at
yesterday’s event. Each honoree received a com-
memorative glass sculpture created by artist Randy
Strong of the R. Strong Glass studio in Berkeley.
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Civic News Orinda

Orinda Facing Solid
Waste Rate Increase

... continued from page A6

According to reports presented to
the council, the “JPA, formed in
1994 in order to provide better serv-
ice and lower rates, resulted in
Orinda ratepayers paying garbage
and recycling rates lower than they
had previously paid up until 2008.”

CCCWSA’s board contracts
with HF&H, an independent con-
sulting firm, “to audit the service
providers’ true cost of service for
each jurisdiction. As a member of
the CCCWSA, Orinda’s revenue re-
quirement is calculated based on the
actual cost of the services.” The
franchise agreement also dictates
that the costs of the equipment used
to provide these services be amor-
tized. If revenues are lacking in any
rate year, “the shortfall will be made
up during future rate setting
processes” while any year-end sur-
plus “is held in reserve to offset
shortfalls in future years.”

For year nine of the franchise
agreement (March 1, 2013 to Feb.
28, 2014), CCCWSA projects that
Orinda’s revenue requirement will
be $3,704,704 with revenues esti-
mated at $3,854,871 — for a current
reserve of $66,591. The proposed
2.6 percent rate increase is needed,
said CCCWSA representatives, “to
cover the revenue requirement and
increase Orinda’s reserve” to
$316,985 because revenues are
coming in lower than initially pro-
jected.

This is due to several factors. As
consumers recycle more, solid waste
decreases. Plus, the current rate
structure is also motivating local
businesses to have their solid waste
picked up less frequently or via

apr.com

smaller solid waste containers while
residential users have also been
switching to smaller containers,
which decreases revenues available
to cover fixed expenses.

For average Orindans, this
means that the cost of 20 and 32-gal-
lon containers would rise 2.9 percent
— from $27.41 and $31.60, respec-
tively, to $28.20 and $32.52. In-
creases for 64 and 96-gallon
containers would be slightly smaller
(two percent) — from $61.28 and
$91.67 to $62.51 and $93.50, re-
spectively. Commercial rates are an-
ticipated to increase by roughly 2.6
percent.

In comparison, current monthly
rates for 32-gallon containers in
other cities include: Atherton ($55),
Danville ($23.81), El Cerrito
($38.10), Hillsborough ($52.50),
Lafayette  ($26.75),  Moraga
($24.46), Piedmont ($50.67), and
Walnut Creek ($19.29).

“If rates are not increased as pro-
posed and the Rate Year 9 revenue
requirement is higher than the rev-
enue and the existing reserves,” ac-
cording to city staft, Orinda “would
be required to meet the revenue re-
quirement from the city’s general
fund.”

Council members Steve Glazer
and Victoria Smith are serving as the
city liaisons to the CCCSWA board,
and are currently entertaining com-
ments regarding the planned in-
crease  from residents. The
CCCSWA board plans to provide
final direction to HF&H regarding
the proposed new rate structure by
Jan. 18 before adopting the new
rates Jan. 31.
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BARBACOS

MEXICAN COMFORT FOOD b

Now serving Littles and Middles menus

LITTLES

portions for children 8 years and under

NACHOS with choice of beans

NOODLES WITH BUTTER AND CHEESE
(Both meals include a kids drink)

SOFT TACO

CRISPY TACO
CHEESE QUESADILLA
BURRITO
ENCHILADA

HOT DOG

CHICKEN NUGGETS

(These meals are all served with rice, choice of beans or fruit and a kids drink)

MIDDLES

portions for children 9 years and over

TWO SOFT TACOS - chicken or beef
TWO CRISPY TACOS - chicken or beef

cream and guacamole
ENCHILADAS - choice of cheese, chicken or beef

(These meals are all served with rice, choice of beans or fruit)

Theatre Square in Orinda

Call 925-253-1183

$6.95each

TWO CHEESE QUESADILLAS - add chicken or beef $2.00
SUPER BURRITO - chicken or ground beef, rice, beans, cheese, salsa, sour

FREE
kids
meal

from the
LITTLES menu.
Need coupon.
Exp. 2/12/13

A
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& Happiness
in 2013

ALAIN PINEL

REALTORS

17 Cedar Lane, Orinda

Woodland Terrace Jewel! Elegant, four
bedroom, 2.5 bath home with pool, yard
area, outdoor kitchen, sunrise to sunset
views, hardwood floors. Improved for
energy efficiency. Beautiful landscaping
designed by Matsutani.

$1,500,000 Diane Reilly

1079 Sunrise Ridge Drive, Lafayette

Fabulous, 4 bedroom plus den and bonus
room, 3600+/-sf home with panoramic view
and privacy. Great floor plan with master
bedroom on main level. Bonus room and 3
bedrooms down. .75+/-acre lot.

$1,200,000 Bill Finnegan

821 Mariposa Road, Lafayette

Large, open and beautiful, single-story home
near downtown. Remodeled with hardwood
flooring, granite counters, floor-to-ceiling
windows, views of the hills. Near shopping,
BART and top schools.

$1,049,000 Alan Marks

76 Acacia Drive, Orinda

Private and serene setting with charming,
4 bedroom, 3.5 bath home built in 2008. All
new appliances, new shutters, hardwood
floors and granite counters. Close to
downtown. Please do not disturb tenants.

$1,000,000 Karen Richardson

Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources. Such information has not been verified by Alain Pinel Realtors. If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.

ORINDA | 2 Theatre Square, Suite 215 925.258.1111
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BAILEY orthodontics
5é¢nc»éa/ve 5m&éeo

Our passion is creating signature smiles for
kids, teens, and adults in an environment that
is warm, friendly, and fun!

We offer:
- Traditional braces
-Invisalign Melissa Bailey, DDS, MS
-Clear braces Specialist in Orthodontics
and Dentofacial
-Damon braces Orthopedics

- Mini-implants

(the alternative to “headgear”)
-Sleep appliances

(for snoring, grinding, or sleep apnea)

o

Call us today (925) 254-4568

for a complimentary consultation.

15 Altarinda Road, Suite 104A, Orinda B i’* I I i I'f ‘l
BaileySmile.com orthodontics

“THE CLOSEST THING TO BEING CARED FOR

e Transportation, shopping
* Medication reminders & p
e Companionship...& more

ﬁ Care = -

Blindeed” ' $500 off
YOUR 24/7 HOME CARE SPECIALIST I Firs[ Mon[h Of Live-in
61 Moraga Way, Suite 9 Home Care Service

Orinda, CA 94563 1 WITH COUPON
(925) 317-3080 }d offefsrfro‘o:/u;}ti:lo1/z]1/13
www.HomeCareQrinda.com or new clients only

7gbumy
nnection —

BusTracker T% lw,m\

Real Time Arrival Predictions
Take the guess work out
of your bus schedule.

County Connection Bus Tracker
provides Real Time information so you
can locate your bus and know when
it will get to your stop.

————————————————————
www.cccta.org

925.676.7500

e
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v Share your thoughts with our community!

Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and
|Z not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters will
include the writer's name and city/town of residence -- we will only
accept letters from those who live in, or own a business in, the communities comprising
Lamorinda (please give us your phone number for verification purposes only).
Letters should be 350 words or less; letters of up to 500 words will be accepted on a
space-available basis. email: letters@lamorindaweekly.com;
Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly, P.0.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

Editor:

My intent is not to dim the celebration of Orindans over the recent
honor bestowed upon our community by Forbes as the Second
Friendliest Town in America. However I do find it ironic that many
Orinda residents vociferously opposed the proposal by our last City
Manager to use the former library as a temporary winter shelter for
homeless families. Could it be that our hospitality extends only to
those who are as fortunate as us? Just a thought.

Willie Yee
Orinda

Editor:

Since the shooting and murder in Connecticut of 26 kids and
staff there has been talk of stricter gun legislation and the possibility
of outright gun confiscation. I am against this because in the 2nd
Amendment--it states we have the right to bear arms. [ would prefer
guns in the hands of responsible people for the purposes of self-de-
fence and personal means of entertainment such as target shooting
and hunting game. I’d prefer that psychiatrists, physicians and social
workers be required to input names into a database of people who
pose a threat to themselves or others, and then those people would
not be allowed a permit to purchase a firearm. Otherwise, we’re re-
moving guns from those who follow the law and leaving them in
the hands of those who don’t (people who obtain their guns ille-
gally). This would not completely solve the problem but I believe
it would make a great impact.

Alex (last name withheld at parent’s request because the writer is a
minor)
Moraga

Editor:

In the Contra Costa Times' "Eye on the East Bay..... irreverent look
at the news" in Lafayette, your competitor has fallen victim to com-
mon misunderstandings about getting around in our small city. In
other words, it looks easier than it is. "Eye on the East Bay" cites
the speed with which the sinkhole on Mountain View Drive was re-
turned to active service with the help of CC Meyer, Inc., and ex-
presses a belief that only during such events as Taste of Lafayette
and the Art and Wine Festival, which occupy the Mt. Diablo Boule-
vard tarmac, is a bypass to our downtown needed. As a long-term
traffic commissioner, let me explain that on any given day of the
week, long backups often accompany one's drive through
Lafayette's downtown, regardless of the direction headed. The Mt.
View Drive turnoff helps to avoid these long waits at each intersec-
tion and helps to de-load the street. To this end, too, Mt. View Drive
south to Brook is a frequently used shortcut both to downtown
schools and to destinations of others headed south of the freeway,
including those who are headed to Moraga.

Additionally, it needs to be understood that the single and multi-
family residential, commercial and medical services area delineated
by Moraga Road, Brook Street, Mt. View and Mt. Diablo Boulevard
contains a concentration of uses with ingress/egress roads -- save
the two arterials on the outskirts - that are no more than one narrow
and irregular lane in each direction to serve those who travel these
roads. In an emergency, the options for egress for those finding
themselves within those perimeters would be severely limited. Op-
tions for ingress for emergency purposes would be similarly con-
strained. Closure of the 4th leg of that neighborhood for a longer
length of time would not have been an intelligent option.

Sincerely,
Lynn Hiden
Lafayette

Join our Public Forum

If you have significant knowledge about an issue facing Lamorinda or one of its cities that requires
more than the 350 words to which we must limit Letters to the Editor, don't despair! You can submit
your letter to our Public Forum section. Just send your letter to letters@lamorindaweekly.com
and let us know you'd like to be considered for the Public Forum.

Lamorinda Weekl

isanindependent publication, produced by and for the residents of Lafayette, MoraX and Orinda, CA
Contact us: Staff Writers:

Letters to the editor (max 350 words): Sophie Braccini; sophie@lamorindaweekly.com
letters@lamorindaweekly.com Cathy Tyson; cathy@lamorindaweekly.com
Sport events/stories/pictures: Laurie Snyder; Laurie@lamorindaweekly.com
sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com (athy Dausman, cathy.d@lamorindaweekly.com
Art, theater, community events: Sports Editor: Caitlin Graveson
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MOFD Board Dispatches

Task Force Report
Approves the hiring of six firefighters

By Nick Marnell
The patience of the Moraga-
Orinda Fire District Board of Di-
rectors appeared to be tested at a
meeting in early January.

The Orinda Citizens Emergency
Services Task Force, a group of resi-
dents investigating MOFD’s manage-
ment and fiscal policies, submitted a
document titled “Report to the Com-
munity on the State of Emergency
Services” to the Orinda City Council
in September, 2012. That same
month, the MOFD board directed its
staff to provide an analysis of the re-
port.

Fire Chief Randall Bradley ad-
dressed each of the report’s observa-
tions and recommendations at the
MOFD board meeting Jan. 9.

The report assailed the district’s
emergency response times. “Response
times will always be an issue,” Bradley
said.“We will never meet national
standards. We are a rural environment,
and they are looking for us to maintain
suburban service levels. It’s not possi-
ble.” The report recommended against
replacing Station 43, but Bradley in-
sisted that the station, which is over 60
years old and does not meet seismic,
space, gender, or firefighter health and
safety requirements, needs to be re-
placed. Bradley also decried what he
described as the use of flawed method-
ology in the report, which stated that
the district has close to a $700 million
pension liability.

“I read the entire 90-page report.
Twice,” said director Fred Weil, not-
ing that, as an attorney, he has “great
admiration for people who pull to-
gether arguments.” But he declared
the report to be “fundamentally
flawed. It’s a polemic.” As to one of
the report’s basic premises, that
Orinda is paying too much for its
emergency services, he stated, “In
fact, a lot more money has been spent
in Orinda than in Moraga.”

The report frustrated board presi-
dent Frank Sperling, who said that the
Task Force “continues to perpetrate a
false picture to the community. I was
hoping to hear new ideas, but there
were none to be found.” Director John
Wyro put an end to the lengthy dis-
cussion. “It’s time to move on,” he
said. “We’ve got work to do.” No fur-
ther action was taken.

Directors Alex Evans and Steve
Anderson, both Orinda residents,
maintained near silence throughout
the Task Force report discussion.

Task Force member Steve Cohn
said later, “After (the) dismissal of our
concerns regarding service in Orinda,
equitable funding by Orinda’s taxpay-
ers... and MOFD’s long term finan-

cial stability, we are not sure what else
there is for us to do.”

There was indeed other work for
the board to do. Despite the closure
of Lafayette Fire Station 16, and the
mutual aid agreement that MOFD has
with the Contra Costa Fire Protection
District, Bradley assured the board
that the MOFD need change nothing
operationally as a result, partly be-
cause Lafayette gave more aid to the
MOFD than the other way around.

Vince Wells, president of Local
1230 representing firefighters, re-
minded the board, “You need good
relationships with the other agencies.
We all share the burden” of saving
lives. And Dick Olsen, past MOFD
board member, tried to assure the
board that history has shown there
will not be a problem with the two
districts working together.

As a result of a December acci-
dent on Highway 24, and the conse-
quent long-term disability of three
firefighters, plus the retirement of
three firefighters coming within the
next few months, Bradley said that
there is mounting pressure being felt
by his staff. Firefighters receive
“mandatory” overtime — they are re-
quired to work even when they turn
down overtime — but, Bradley ex-
plained, mandatory overtime can
have an impact on family life and also
on the firefighters’ health and safety.
To partially ameliorate these issues,
Bradley requested approval to hire six
firefighter/paramedics. Once the new
hires are made, the department will
still have nine open positions.

No resistance to Bradley’s request
was offered. The board unanimously
approved the hiring of the six fire-
fighters. The hirings will be finalized
on or about March 1.

The next scheduled meeting of
the MOFD board is Jan. 16.

Moraga Orinda Fire District
Board of Directors Meetings
Meetings of the MOFD Board of Directors
are open to the public and take place on
the third Wednesday of each month.
Please note new meeting location:
Orinda Community Center,

Founders Auditorium, 28 Orinda Wa

Next meeting:
Regular Board Meeting
Jan.16,2013,7 p.m.

(go to www.mofd.org as the meeting
date approaches for more information)

Consultant to Investigate
Highway 24 Accident

MOFD Fire Chief Randall Bradley gave the board an update on the
conditions of his three injured firefighters who were involved in an
accident on Highway 24 in December, 2012.

“| can say that all three are in good spirits and we do expect all to have full
recoveries and to return to work,” he said. “I do not want to speculate on

timeframes.”

Kelly Morris sustained a fractured right foot, a fractured right leg and a left
knee injury. She is at home recovering from her injuries. Steve Rogness
required reconstructive surgery on his right foot and also injured his right
knee, which may require surgery at a later date. Rogness is also
recuperating at home. Mike Rattary continues to recover from the
symptoms of a significant concussion.

Bradley hired a consulting firm, John Sharry and Associates in Discovery
Bay, to investigate the accident. Sharry was the fire chief of Lawrence
Livermore Laboratories in the early ‘90s. The consulting contract was
signed the week of Jan. 7. The contract specifies a rate of $125 per hour,
up to an 80-hour maximum. Since the contract did not exceed Bradley’s
$10,000 spending authority, no board approval was required for this

action. N. Marnell

" 925-377-0977

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Page: All

Congressman George Miller Visits Moraga

George Miller and Dave Trotter

n a break from Washington,
11th District Congressman
George Miller came to the Jan. 11 Li-
aison meeting to take Moraga’s pulse.

-
Photo Andy Scheck

Miller was updated about the local
sales tax increase, resulting infrastruc-
ture work, service club fundraising as
well as about the Moraga Education

Other Lamorinda Representatives:

State Senator - 7th District
Mark DeSaulnier

1350 Treat Blvd., Ste 240
Walnut Creek

(925) 942-6082
sd07.senate.ca.gov

(925) 328-1515
www.joanbuchanan.com

Foundation, which is well on its way
to raising more than $2 million, and
the passage of Prop. 30 and the little
breathing room it will give to schools.
Miller is new to Moraga because of
redistricting but has served California
for 20 years. “I like to go where peo-
ple are and try to meet them on Main
Street, and in small businesses to find
out what works and what is not work-
ing,” he said. “In Washington we have
a lot to do, our budget has been dev-
astated, but there is an upbeat feeling
about California.” Miller serves on
the education committee where he
hopes he will be able to work on some
compromises he feels the nation
needs. S. Braccini

State Assembly Member - Contra Costa County Board of
16th District Supervisors

Joan Buchanan Candace Andersen - Supervisor
District Office District 2

2694 Bishop Dr., Ste. 275 651 Pine Street, Rm. 108-A

San Ramon Martinez

(925) 335-1046
candace.andersen@bos.cccounty.us

WWW.co.contra-costa.ca.us

Share your thoughts,
insights and opinions with
your community.
Send a letter to the editor:
letters@lamorinda
weekly.com
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THE BEAUBELLE GROUP

Sy Ve Yorr!

Finola Fellner, Partner

The Beaubelle Group
925.890.7807

finola.fellner@camoves.com

Twould like to thank you for your continued support throughout the
years. Wishing you a happy and healthy 2013!

Looking forward to working with you in in the New Year.

Coldwell Banker’s #1
Group in Lamorinda
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TODAY'S FOOD WASTE.
TOMORROW’S POWER.

The Food Recycling Project converts commercially produced food waste into clean,
renewable energy. By choosing to dine and shop at participating Central Contra Costa
restaurants and businesses, you are helping to protect our environment.

— We would like to thank new and ongoing —
participants of the Food Recycling Project.

Lafayette: A.G. Ferrari Foods + Amarin Thai Cuisine - Artisan Bistro *
Back to the Table Cooking School + Blue Gipko < Bo’s BBQ & Catering + Casa Gourmet Burrito
Chipotle Mexican Grill - Chow Lafayette « Diablo Foods ¢ EI Charro Mexican Dining -
El Jarro Mexican Café - Jamba Juice + Lafayette Elementary School « Lafayette Farmer's Market +
Lafayette Park Hotel & Spa « Mangia Ristorante Pizzeria - Metro Lafayette *
Mountain Mike's Pizza - Noah'’s Bagels + Open Sesame - Patxi's Pizza + Peet's Coffee & Tea -
Petar's Restaurant « Pizza Antica « Postino Restaurant - Ristorante Giardino -

Roya’s Garlic Garden + Springhill Elementary - Stanley Intermediate School + The French Bakery -
The Great Wall Restaurant - The Rising Loafer Café & Bakery * The Squirrels Coffee shop -
The Stradford at Countrywood « Whole Foods Market
Moraga: Aegis of Moraga * Asia Palace - Basil Asian Restaurant < Berg Senior Services *
Bianca's Deli & Catering + Camino Pablo School - Chef Chao Fine Chinese Cuisine -
Joaquin Moraga School - Kirin Sushi + Lamorinda Pizza -+ Pho Little Hearty Noodle *
Moraga Produce - Mountain Mike's Pizza « Ranch House Café - Rheem Elementary *
Ristorante Amoroma « Rheem Elementary - Royal Siam - Saint Mary’s College *

Shish Kabab Show - Terzetto Cuisine
Orinda: Barbacoa - Bonfire Pizzeria + Del Rey Elementary « Geppetto’s Cafe + Hanazen -
La Cocina Mexicana + Lava Pit Fire Grill + Orinda Country Club « Orinda Theater - Petra Café -
Republic of Cake - Serika « Shelby’s + Siam Orchid + Starbucks Coffee Company « Subway *

Table 24 - Village Inn Café

<3

EBMUD

A

ALLIED WASTE SERVICES

FOOD

RECYCLING
PROJECT

A

CENTRAL CONTRA COSTA
SOLID WASTE AUTHORITY

Learn about other ways you can contribute to protecting our environment at wastediversion.org.
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Lic# 681593

Owner,
Moraga Resident

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious

On-time | Trustworthy | Local References
Full design team resources available

Cabinet Modifications

925.827.1093

UPHOLSTERY SPECIALIST

REFINISHING AND RESTORATION

* Slipcovers  Pillows * Window Cushions
* Custom Upholstery ® Design Consulting
Marine - Commercial - Residential
Pickup & Delivery Available ® Free Estimates By Phone

M.R.S.

Fime [N Wanrld Draftanareshis

Family Owned And Operated For Over 55 yrs.

MICHAELVERBRUGGE
CONSTRUCTION INC.

925 631 1055 www.MVCRemodeling.com

Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair.

“A little bit of myself
goes into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge,

With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify
most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:
* Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances
* Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts
* Cabinet alterations/repairs
Thinking about home, office, entertainment, custom cabinetry, shelving,
crown mouldings, baseboards, new doors or mantels? We can help there, too!

Paul Kephart Master Craftsman

3418 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette

General Contractor

~ HE’S ALL ABOUT LAMORINDA -~

CLARK THOMPSON
REAL ESTATE BROKER

DRE #: 00903367

Village ASSOCIATES REAL ESTATE

Ofhce: 925-254-8585
Cell: 925-998-7898

email: ct@clarkthompson.com

Search the MLS: www.clarkthompson.com

Rl-All-\lAllA

93 Moraga Way, Orinda

Bit by Bit
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Licensed Cabinet &
Millwork Contractor
#598395

www.TheCabinetMd.com

Mon.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-2
(925) 962-0579

BURKIN ELECTRIC
“Let Us Light Up Your Life”

Residential * Commercial * Industrial
m More than 35 years experience

e |
]

www.BurklnEIectrlc net

rofessional Installation of:
¢ Geiling Fans, Recessed & Track Lighting ° Kitchen or Bath Remodel
* Exterior/Security/Landscape Lighting ° Electrical Service Upgrade
* Complete Home Wiring - Old & New ° Spa Installation
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“We used to ride our horses from
Moraga to Lafayette because Taco
Bell had a hitching post for us to tie
up and eat lunch. The jogging trail
was not paved and it was mainly used
All Work Done by Owner | | for horses and walkers,” she said.
Bonded & insured nily By her second horse, Brown

T boarded at the Moraga Barn where

“— == 1| it was “much easier to find your

horse,” and she wrote her rent
check to Mr. Bruzzone. She
boarded her third — and final —
horse at what is now Twin Canyons
Girl Scout Camp. She blames the
scarcity of public riding stables in

Serving Contra Costa since 1991

James Burki
Sole Proprietor

Recycle your
_household
batteries.

| L

RECYCLE

> | easy!

Photo Cathy Dausman

Lamorinda on liability insurance.

“I could make more money giv-
ing horseback riding lessons than
travel writing if I didn’t have to carry
the insurance,” she said.

Karen Bottiani gets her riding in-
surance through membership in the
American Endurance Ride Confer-
ence. The MHA member said “we try
to be good managers” on the land
MHA has leased from East Bay Mu-
nicipal Utility District. A 20-year
member of the MHA, Bottiani keeps
her horses at the pasture, and attends
most meetings and events.

Recently, Bottiani was feeding
her horses Blue and Cupcake before
a trail ride with Gary Fend on Frosty
and Laura Stetson on Pearl. Bottiani
has been riding originally bareback
since she was two; riding isn’t a
hobby for her as much as it is a pas-
sion. “I ride every day, unless I'm
sick,” she said.

Still, the Lafayette resident re-
members a time when more local

Horse Culture in Lamorinda Changing

horses were kept in owners’ back
yards. She says nowadays riders
belong to stables, board their horses
and sign their children up for for-
mal riding lessons. Bottiani used to
ride along Pleasant Hill Road, but
auto traffic today makes that too
dangerous.

Shivani Rajan of Canyon echoed
that sentiment: “I don’t feel safe rid-
ing on [Lamorinda ] roads now,” said
Rajan, who began as a MHA junior
rider and has ridden for 20 years. She

! moved her horse with her to college

in Santa Cruz, and then returned to the
area, which she said was interesting
from a riding point of view. She
thinks the extracurricular activities
high school students pursue for their
college resume “leave less time for
horses.”

Trainer Kim Laursen said Hen-
son’s Arabian Center in Lafayette has
been there for years. She estimates 30
people use the facilities, which in-
clude a riding arena. Twenty horses,
many of them older, are boarded there
full time.

Lynne Collins likes the center be-
cause of its nice covered arena and
also because it is secluded, yet close
to town. Collins hadn’t planned to
ride the day she spoke, but stopped in
to visit her 13-year-old Morgan
horses Katrina and Twist.

Keeping horses “is a lot harder
than having a cat,” laughed Collins.

That is especially true at the feed-
ing trough. Monthly horse boarding
runs $500 to $800 per month, said
Mari Parino, executive director of
Orinda’s Xenophon Therapeutic Rid-
ing Center.

Parino said “the sky-rocketing
costs of hay and bedding” is partly to
blame. She said boarding options
have changed from private, smaller
places to larger boarding ranches and
that "designer barns” built in Castro
Valley and Livermore have lured
local trainers away from Lamorinda.

Moraga, Lafayette and Briones
trail access has become more difficult
because of busy roads and closed ac-
cess points, Parino added.

Still, Lamorinda horse lovers
continue to saddle up and ride off into
our local hills.

BAD
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Bay Area
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Have You Checked Your
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For battery recycling locations:
www.wastediversion.org or call (925) 906-1801.
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Michael Paul and Tessa Cunha by the broken lift, WhICh is adorned W|th
colorful notes reflecting donations that have been made to the repair

fund.

liff Dochterman just wanted

to do his job as the recent
Moraga appointee to the Contra
Costa County Advisory Council
on Aging when he reported in a
letter to the Town Council that the
Rheem Theatre was in violation
of the Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA). The second floor is
not accessible to anyone unable to
climb stairs, since the theater’s
lift is broken beyond repair.

His letter had immediate reper-
cussions: Derek Zemrak, of the
California Independent Film Festi-
val Association which operates the
theater, decided to close the three
small upstairs theaters on Jan. 18.

Zemrak is working with the
community to find a solution, but

Photo Andy Scheck
it looks likely that the Rheem will
function with just one theater for
at least two months. This means
much less revenue and that all
other programs, such as the clas-
sic film series and Green Rheem
film nights, will be canceled until
the upper floor can be re-opened.

“I am not arguing with what
was said (by Dochterman),” said
Zemrak, “but we had to protect
ourselves.” Zemrak indicated
that a lawsuit had been filed ear-
lier against the theater due to an
ADA violation, even before the
lift broke. “These regulations are
hard to follow in old buildings,”
he said. “We changed counter
height, provided access in the the-
aters, and we have been working

with the state and the property
owner to find solutions.” The let-
ter about the lift was the last
straw.

This elevator had been a prob-
lem for a while and had already
undergone repairs. “We spent
$10,000 to fix it last year, but
when it failed again five weeks
ago, the repair team said it was
broken beyond repair,” said Zem-
rak. Installing a new elevator will
cost about $30,000. “For this
type of commercial building you
need a custom-made elevator,” he
explained.

Mahesh Puri, owner of the
building, said he was not ready to
make that investment. “The rent
from the theater does not even
cover all my costs, such as the
property tax,” said Puri. “I cannot
make this kind of investment.”
Compounding the problem for
Zemrak is the term of the lease:
there is only14 months left, with
no certainty with what the prop-
erty owner will want to do next.
“What we need is a long-term
lease, at least seven or 10 years,”
he said.

The broken lift was just the
one issue that brought the long-
term survival of the Theatre to the
public attention, when in fact
town staff had already started
working with Zemrak and Puri to
find a solution.

“The independent theaters
that continue to function, such as
theaters in  Larkspur and
Modesto, are owned by the towns
and are operated by a profes-
sional,” said Zemrak. Moraga
Town Manager Jill Keimach is fa-
miliar with the specificities of op-
erating an independent movie
theater; she was working with the
city of El Cerrito when it pur-
chased its theater in 2002 through
a redevelopment agency.

... continued on page B2

925-377-0977

Rheem Closes Three Upstairs Theaters
to be ADA Compliant

Partial closing reveals long-term challenge
By Sophie Braccini
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PAt the UC Eye Center
seeing is believing.

At the UC Eye Center in Berkeley, how you see is what you get.
Because we’re part of the top-rated UC School of Optometry,
we’re here for you and your family in a whole range of ways:

* Pediatric Vision Care °* Eye Examinations
* LASIK Surgery ¢ Geriatric Vision Care ¢ Contact Lenses
* Eyewear Center ° Specialized Vision Care

Make an appointment and go Cal!

v

UC BERKELEY
OPTOMETRY

Open to the Public 7 Days a Week © www.caleyecare.com
510.642.2020 O Free Parking with Appointments

Announcing
Open Houses

Woalnut Creek

Open Houses
January 29t

February |2t
at 6:00 p.m.

Lafayette
Open Houses

January |4

February 25t
at 6:30 p.m.

Open Houses are for adults only

984 Moraga Rd.
(925) 284-4321

55 Eckley Lane
(925) 934-1507

Special Screening of

Casablanca

We will be celebrating the 70th anniversary to the
day (January 23, 1943) of the release of perhaps one
of the best films ever made. Followed by Q & A with
Rosario Tronnolone, world renowned expert on
Ingrid Bergman, direct from Italy.

January 23 Q&Awith
Mr. Rosario
7 PM Tronnolone

Orinda Theatre

|

theatres>

Check www.lamorindatheatres.com for all movie listings
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Orinda Historical Society Exhibit Offers Library Visitors Trip

Down Memory Lane
By Laurie Snyder

The photographs were taken by Karl Nielson of the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) and John Huseby of Caltrans.

hat do 1960s-era toys, a late

20th century architectural
model of the Orinda Community
Center, and a framed copy of a Calde-
cott Tunnel bond have to do with a
black and white 1935 photograph of
the Joaquin Moraga Adobe? They’re
all part of an exhibit being presented
by the Orinda Historical Society
(OHS) at the Orinda Library Art
Gallery now through Jan. 28.

Each year, OHS displays select
items from its treasure trove of his-
toric documents and memorabilia at
special events as part of its education
and outreach programming. OHS

volunteers also help residents to un-
cover new details about the histories
of their neighborhoods, and inspire
dozens of Orinda third graders, par-
ents, and teachers to love local history
via guided tours of the society’s mu-
seum which is located on the ground
floor of the Orinda Library complex.
Armchair genealogists, serious histo-
rians, and news reporters have even
been known to mine the society’s files
and newspaper archives for hints
about the city’s most noteworthy —
and notorious — former residents.
The society has been charged
with preserving Orinda’s history by

protecting and displaying artifacts,
documents and images in the OHS
museum, and by educating its mem-
bership and the general public about
the area’s history in a manner which
enhances the quality of life in and be-
yond the city. Members come from as
far away as Santa Rosa for the soci-
ety’s annual holiday dinner and ben-
efit from fellowship and frequent
belly laughs while working on a di-
verse range of special projects
throughout the year.

In addition to the Caldecott Tun-
nel bond currently on display, the Jan-
uary Library Gallery exhibit also
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showcases clay renderings by local
artist Dorothy P. Roos of Orinda’s
first school —known in 1882 as the
Moraga School, the Miner Home
(1880) and the Orinda Park Hotel
(1885), the Santa Maria Chapel
(1892), the Bryant Home (1875), and
the Bryant Train Station (1893) —
Orinda’s own stop along the Califor-

nia Nevada Railroad. Roos, a gradu-
ate of the California College of Arts
and Crafts, created the building mod-
els to help local children envision the
founding days of their home town.

Future events planned by OHS
volunteers include an exhibit of arti-
facts at the annual Orinda Car Show
and a military display to honor the
sacrifices made by local veterans for
community and country. OHS is ask-
ing residents to loan or donate items
and gear in support of the project.
Uniforms from all service eras and
branches are welcome, with Marine
and Coast Guard uniforms most de-
sired to diversify the items received to
date.

Residents are also needed to assist
with everything from data entry to
helping organize and archive the mu-
seum’s collections, and to staff the
museum. In addition, a membership
drive is currently underway. So, if
you’re a history buff or an avid ge-
nealogist, OHS would welcome your
support. For more information, con-
tact Lucy Hupp Williams: (650) 349-
3382, or (925) 254-1353. Or swing by
to meet the members of the OHS
Board of Directors and other volun-
teers at a special Library Gallery re-
ception for the current exhibits from
2 to 4 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 27.

You might just enlighten a child —
or help a neighbor to solve a mystery.

Selected images from “Tunnel Vision,” an award-winning series of
photographs capturing the construction of the new fourth bore for the
Caldecott Tunnel, are also currently on display at the Orinda Library Art
Gallery this month. Drivers felt a glimmer of hope for easier commutes late
last year with the news that eastern and western tunneling operations had
finally connected. The new $402.1 million bore - “one of the largest
recipients of Recovery Act funding in the nation,” according to regional
transportation officials - is expected to open to traffic by late 2013.

Rheem Closes Three
Upstairs Theaters to be
ADA Compliant

... continued from page B1

“The town wants to help, and dif-
ferent options will be taken to Council
in the next weeks,” said Keimach.
“We were also planning to start a con-
versation with the community, before
the lift incident, and we intend to in-
vite the residents to a meeting in Feb-
ruary.”

According to Zemrak, the
Rheem’s situation has improved, op-
erating revenue covers costs but does
not generate benefits. “In 2012 the
box office increase in revenue from
2011 was over 7 percent; and the the-
ater had a 16 percent increase in at-
tendance, as well as a 23 percent
increase in attendance at the Novem-
ber California Independent Film Fes-
tival,” said Zemrak. “The theater has
become a community resource, this
partial closure comes at a very bad
time.”

In the short term, Zemrak be-
lieves that local fundraising efforts
should allow the Rheem to solve the

lift crisis. “If we can raise $10,000 we
can order the elevator and negotiate
with the state to keep the theater
open,” he said. Two fundraising
events have already been planned: an
Oscar Night gala on Feb. 24, and this
Friday, Jan. 18, Shelby’s restaurant in
Orinda will give 15 percent of its pro-
ceeds to the theater.

“Different people have reached
out to ask what they could do to help,”
said Zemrak, citing a phone call from
new Orinda Chamber President
Sylvia Jorgensen. Dochterman wants
to help, too, and said he would lead a
fundraising effort, if asked. “I think
this is something we can solve as a
community,” he said.

The conversation started during
the town’s Goal Setting session Jan.
12. Mayor Dave Trotter took the lead
saying that the council and the town
needed to think outside the box to find
long-term viability options for the
theater.
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“Changing the World 101”

Impassioned speaker challenges SMC
students, community members into action

By Lou Fancher

aint Mary’s College launched

Jan Term’s 2013 “Inspired”
Speaker Series on Jan. 8 with a dy-
namic, rousing call to action from Ig-
nited Leadership founder Jason
Connell.

The 26-year old seeker of social
justice and world traveler would have
every reason to sit down and take a
rest, but instead, he paced like a
caged cheetah across the Soda Center
stage; unfurling tender, personal sto-
ries and hurling inspirational chal-
lenges to the approximately 100
member audience.

“One of the reasons I’'m happy to
be here is that despite the small size
of SMC, you have more service
hours per student than almost any
other college in the country,” he
began.

Describing the 17-year-old Chi-
nese mother he once saw digging
food out of the trash to feed the baby
she held wrapped in a blanket, Con-
nell said, “That’s not a kind of poverty
we see in this country. I shifted from
partying in every country [ could visit
to seeing what kind of difference I
could make in the world.”

Connell offered a two-sided invi-
tation; stressing the importance of ad-
mitting that no one person can save
the world while suggesting every sin-
gle person could take steps to build a
better community. Promising to ac-
cept private questions after the lec-
ture, share his email address, and
send digital copies of his lecture
notes, Connell dove into the dark,
evil world he is devoted to changing.

“The Virgin Cleanse Myth,” he
announced, describing a much-be-
lieved, clearly erroneous story Sowe-
tans are led to believe will eradicate
the HIV-AIDS virus. “(People with
AIDS) are told, if they have sex with
people who are assuredly virgins—
two year olds, three year olds, who
are kidnapped and raped—you will
be cleansed,” he said.

With an HIV-AIDS rate of 17.8

percent, meaning one in six South
Africans are infected, lack of educa-
tion and a desperate population leads
to tragedy beyond imagination.
“What would you do, if the cards had
been dealt differently?” Connell
asked, suggesting the very thought
made his heart hurt and his head spin.

“These problems are not just in
Soweto,” he claimed, “they wrap
themselves around the world.”

Embracing the enormity of
poverty, genocide, global warming,
water deprivations and other global
concerns can make a person shut
down, Connell said. “Completely
powerless: that’s how I have felt,” he
admitted. “But it’s a false feeling.”

To prove his point, Connell
jumped off the dire bandwagon of
world problems and planted his feet
firmly in Global Camps Africa
(GCA), an example of solutions.
GCA takes kids in dire poverty and
places them in the countryside at what
is, essentially, a classic American
summer camp. The camp has a dual
purpose: to lift kids out of poverty and
prevent the spread of HIV.

“Study after study shows the kids
who attend have lower HIV rates,”
Connell said. “They commit fewer
crimes, go to school more often, and
they’re happier. The way you change
the world is working with small
groups of individuals.”

Perhaps sensing his message had
strayed to abstraction, Connell
moved to Uganda, recalling the per-
sonal drama of a young woman
whose family was brutally murdered
by the Lord’s Resistance Army. The
warring faction, whose phenomenal
levels of violence are unimaginable
to Americans (except, Connell noted,
in video games he said cause gamers
to mistake violence for entertain-
ment), spared the young woman’s life
because she was pregnant and killing
a woman bearing a child was one
step beyond their moral code.

...continued on page B7
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A WORKSHOP FOR THOSE CARING FOR FAMILY MEMBERS
February 2nd, 8:30am-3pm

No cost; registration required by January 31*: MVPCdeacons@gmail.com
Lunch is provided | Contact us for childcare

GUEST SPEAKER, Karen Taylor, DDiv
Increasing the Awareness of God in the Midst of Caregiving
Insights from a wife/caregiver of a husband with early onset Alzheimer’s

BREAKOUT SESSIONS
Financial and Legal Considerations
Transitions of Care
Spiritual and Emotional Care of the Caregiver

g MORAGA VALLEY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
el 10 Moraga Valley Lane, Moraga CA | www.mvpctoday.org | 925-376-4800

Software Application Allows
Riders to Track Buses Online

By Sophie Braccini

Bus tracker Chris Lohmann

hristoph Lohmann agrees with

County Connection: the new
Bus Tracker application is a really
helpful tool. The online application
lets users visualize where buses are on
their route and calculates arrival times
at whatever bus stop riders are inter-
ested in. Lohmann, who takes the bus
about four times a week, likes to be
able to plan trips with Bus Tracker,
but he hopes that the smartphone app
will be improved and made more
user-friendly in future versions.

Contra Costa County Transporta-
tion Agency (CCCTA- County Con-
nection) announced at the end of last
year that all buses would be equipped
with GPS devices that track their po-
sitions in real time. With the help of
software called Bus Tracker, users can
see where the buses are located on a
Google map; the product can also cal-
culate how long it will take a bus to
reach a specific stop. Riders create a
free account and can get personalized
alerts, so they know when to leave
their home/office to get to the stop on
time.

“I tried this out this morning and
it is a really good tool, especially
when planning the trip home from the
office (in San Francisco) on BART
then taking the bus to Moraga,” said
Lohmann. “The desktop (full
browser) version works really well

Photo Sophie Braccini
but I think the best value comes from
being able to view arrival times when
you are en route on BART.”

Finding and using Bus Tracker is
easy. First, visit www.cccta.org and
click on “Bus Tracker” —on the upper
right of the home page. Then choose
“bus location map” and click on “find
stop” - Lafayette/Moraga/Orinda is
Route 6. The map displays where the
bus is located on the route and is re-
freshed every 30 seconds. There is a
smartphone version to plan on the go,
but Lohmann notes, “I tried using this
on my iPhone and it only works so-
s0.”

“If they would develop an app
optimized for smartphones to track
the bus routes that is something |
would use on a daily basis,” he says.
“The text version is okay and useful
but not as user-friendly as the BART
app, for example. [ use their app every
day and it has proven to be very use-
ful. T hope that they go beyond the
text version for mobile phones.”

In an area like ours where buses
are infrequent, this added feature
will add peace of mind and more
predictability. “I have to say that
[Bus Tracker] is a great service and
it would be great if [CCCTA] were
to add a 9 p.m. bus to their regular
daily  schedule,”  concludes
Lohmann.

Let us prepare your roof
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HOME CARE SERVICES

ComForcare

HOME CARE

ComForcare is a premier provider of
private-duty home care services. Our
services include:

« Discharge Transition

* Alzheimer’s Care

* Incontinent Care

* Bathing & Hygiene
* Light Housekeeping

* Medication Reminders
* Vital Sign Monitoring
* Laundry & Linens

» Safe Transportation » Safe Ambulation

* Meal Planning and
Preparation

e Errands

qu\% Supporting Independence, Dignity

and Quality of Life.

925-258-9840 Call for free assessment!
19 Orinda Way, #M, Orinda

CARPET CLEANING

LAMORINDA'S FAVORITE
FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS
FOR OVER 36 YEARS

(925) 283-8744

www.siggyscarpetcleaning.com
3408 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette
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Happy New Yer!

Start 2013 with a faster computer

Fast Expert Computer Help

from techmommy!

* Troubleshoot any PC problem. oy
e Help in plain English, not tech talk. i
e Virus and spyware removal, system clean-up.ﬁ
e [ earn all of the software on your computer.

e Master e-mail, web searches, filing, attachments.

¢ Pre-purchase help for computers and electronics.

¢ Program iPod, cell phone, Blackberry, camera, GPS.
e Set-up and configure new computer, peripherals.

e Hardware upgrades, home network repairs.

e | earn the latest software back-up techniques.

® Personal training in your home, at your pace.

“If your computer needs
attention, call techmommy, a computer expert
that can skillfully fix it. Also, techmommy
quides you, teaches you, and shows you the ins
and outs of your computer in no time at all.”
— Marian Nichols, Moraga

925-377-7711

www.techmommy.com

Serving the Bay Area’s Technology
Needs Since 1985

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic
is a brand new
facility owned by
“Dr. Laurie”
Langford who has
been caring for
animals in Orinda
for 15 years.

“Dr. Laurie” Langford

Phone: (925) 317-3187
Fax: (925) 334-7017
Email: tvvc@theaterviewvetclinic.com
www.theaterviewvetclinic.com

1 Bates Blvd., Suite 200, Orinda

www.lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977

Wednesday, January 16, 2013

Complex Medical Technology and Health
Care Reform Issues Discussed at LOPC

By Lou Fancher

t the Jan. 4 First Friday Forum

lecture in the Lafayette-Orinda
Presbyterian Church sanctuary, life
science start-up expert and innovator
Thomas Loarie paraded through the
quagmire of advancing medical tech-
nology and health care reform.

Acknowledging the complexity
of his subject, the Mercator MedSys-
tems, Inc. executive chairman said he
had a “gift” for working with young
doctors to develop breakthrough
tools.

Forty years of experience and 20
medical devices on the market lent
credence to his claim. In an industry
where only 80 percent of start-up
companies survive and a high per-
centage of those are referred to as “the
walking wounded,” Thomas de-
scribed his work as “a roller coaster
ride.”

New Products

Sparking interest in the approxi-
mately 100 people in attendance,
Loarie introduced three products his
companies are developing: an im-
plantable catheter that delivers medi-
cine directly to the site of disease; an
e-system for tracking and managing
timely consumption of medicine; and
a “lab on a chip” that tests blood and
sends the results to a doctor.

“We talk about the cost of health-
care, but little is discussed about the
rewards and the benefits,” he said,
suggesting a more balanced dialogue
is needed.

Driving Forces

One of the primary drivers in-
creasing healthcare concerns is an
aging population, not just in the
United States, but globally. With 20
percent of our GDP invested in health
care, our country tops the list and de-
spite government’s increasing invest-
ment over the last 40 years, trouble
spots exist.

A graphic map of the U.S.
showed California in a hot yellow
shade; indicating a state where high
costs result in people forgoing care.
Costs

“Chronic diseases are 70 percent
of the health spending as of 2007.
And oral health is the number one
money grabber,” Loarie declared,
sounding amazed by his own statis-
tics.

With congestive heart failure, di-
abetes, depression and a list of long-
term illnesses filling out the top of his
chart, Loarie said recent legislative
action means cuts will be made by

hospitals. The money will not come
out of doctors’ pockets, he promised,
but from reductions or changes in the
medical products hospitals purchase.

“This has tremendous implica-

tions,” he warned.
Off-Shoring

Loarie loaded responsibility for a
congested product development
pipeline and the flight of med tech
companies to foreign countries
squarely in the lap of the U.S. Food
and Drug Administration.

“We have transferred a body of
knowledge outside of the U.S. be-
cause of what is going on in Washing-
ton,” he claimed.

By forcing drug testing clinical
trial processes on an engineering-
based industry, Loarie said FDA reg-
ulations pushed him to think, “If the
US government wants to stop me, |
can’t do it here. But I have to do it
somewhere.”

Increasingly, “somewhere”
means China, a country that has de-
clared its intention to be the world
leader in medicine by 2020, or India,
where medical tourism is flourishing
and product development is rapid and
economical.

“China doesn’t need the latest and
greatest devices. Heart valves are now
off patent and they’ll be coming back
to the U.S. with lower cost devices in
justa few years. India has a hand held
ultrasound device created using frugal
innovation. These things will find
their way into the health care market
as good, less expensive solutions.
Back at Home

Hospital mergers, “value commit-
tees” instead of doctors or clinicians
making decisions about care,
concierge services and retail pharma-
cies expanding into health care clinics

Future First Friday
Forum Lectures at

LOPC

Dr. Ahmad Ghoreishi will speak about
U.S./Iran relations - past, present, and
future — at 1:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 1 in the
Sanctuary; refreshments begin at 1 p.m. in

the Fellowship Hall.

are on Loarie’s what-to-expect list.

“Our world leadership will
erode,” he predicted. “Capital ven-
ture funds are depressed or have
disappeared in the last four years.
The ‘FDA creep’ means I have to
spend six million dollars to get
ready for an IPO. I could find a
cure for cancer, market it, and no
one would invest. Health reform is
a wild card.”

Questions and Answers

Expectedly, audience concerns
centered on costs and mortality rates.
With increasing costs and lower life
expectancies running cross patterns
on many of Loarie’s graphics, several
people asked for an explanation.

“What we spend on the first year
and the last six months of life—we do
heroic things and no other country
does that, so there’s a spike there,”
Loarie said.

Hospitals contribute to the prob-
lem, with specialization meaning little
flexibility in approach and extreme
measures taken where the chance of
survival is low.

Chronic diseases, patients not tak-
ing medicine on time, and social
problems like poverty and gang vio-
lence all push mortality rates—and
medical bills—to astronomical levels.
Litigation has not only increased
costs, according to Loarie, but has
stalled or eliminated product innova-
tions.

“It’s not just the lawsuit, it’s the
potential for litigation that limits a
product,” he said.

Ending his presentation, Loarie
said closed systems, where doctors
are not paid according to the number
of procedures they do and services are
centrally located, are the best hope for
the future of health care delivery.

Dr. Ahmad Ghoreishi
Photo provided

Additional monthly speakers include:

Matt Walker, Secrets of the Sleeping Brain (March 1);

Victor Gauthier, Update on the New Bay Bridge (April 5);

Lynn Joiner, Changing China: A 35 Year Perspective (May 3); and
Daniel Kammen, Green Energy = Money (June 7).

All lectures are free and open to the public.

Celebrating the Caregivers

Submitted by Siv Ricketts

ike many folks in Lamorinda,

Liz Mesenbring and her family
are learning to juggle their typical life
activities while providing extra care
and support for loved ones with spe-
cial needs. Parkinson’s and
Alzheimer’s have affected two grand-
mothers who currently live with sig-
nificant medical and daily life
concerns.

While it’s challenging, stressful,
frustrating, and sometimes even de-
pressing, the Lafayette resident says
her family recently coordinated a spe-
cial gift this past December — arrang-
ing Grandma Dori Murdoch’s visit
with her husband and the rest of her
family to the home she had lived in
for the past 25 years, but hadn’t seen
for the past four months since moving
to an assisted-living facility in San
Mateo.

“Both  Grandpa Lex and
Grandma Dori loved sitting in their
kitchen and sharing a favorite home-
cooked meal with their beloved fam-
ily gathered around them. It took
nearly five people to make this possi-
ble, making sure medicines were or-
ganized, transportation on time, even
a neighbor cheering Grandpa on that
he could do it! ” Mesenbring says.

Since this successful get-together,
the family has planned more outings,
Mesenbring says. “An aid at the as-
sisted-living facility where she now
lives lovingly helps us dress and

ready our grandma for trips home.
Since Christmas we’ve already suc-
ceeded with a second trip home.”

To make all of this work,
changes needed to be made. Despite
cherished traditions, it’s become
Grandpa Lex’s job to coordinate the
details of the mini-reunions - from
transportation and care at home, to
menu planning, shopping, and cook-
ing assignments for favorite meals.
“All family members have specific
responsibilities, in addition to coor-
dinating homecare for a dependent
Nana on another branch of the fam-
ily tree,” Mesenbring says.

“Photographs show hugs and
smiling faces, yet our everyday expe-
riences are teaching that caring for
aging parents, a chronically ill spouse,
or even special needs children is a
complicated challenge,” she adds.
“Besides providing quality care, find-
ing ways to enjoy time with each
other, or to recharge one’s own en-
ergy, can sadly be rather difficult, if
not isolating.”

But Mesenbring says it’s not all
bad. “We’re now comfortable savor-
ing pies that come in cardboard boxes
and aren’t baked by a grandma,” she
says. “We’re learning to transport
wheelchairs, listen and accept stories
that are forgotten mid-way through.
We toast dishes that sporadically ar-
rive at the table, and we regularly re-
align our expectations. Time with

both grandmothers has become more
meaningful than ever, thanks to the
helping hands of a few angels in our
community, folks who make it possi-
ble to carve out moments when we
can simply enjoy being together.”

Mesenbring says getting help as a
caregiver isn’t always easy, nor is it
easy to admit when you need help.
“We’re lucky to have support from
the folks at the care home, as well as
friends who’ve been open about their
own experiences,” she says.

Caregivers or anyone else seek-
ing answers to questions about finan-
cial and legal considerations,
transitions of care, and spiritual and
emotional care of the caregiver are
invited to an upcoming workshop,
Caregiving: A Labor of Love, a
Workshop for those Caring for Fam-
ily Member, from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 2 at the Moraga Val-
ley Presbyterian Church at 10 Mor-
aga Valley Lane. Keynote speaker,
Dr. Karen Taylor, DDiv, wife/care-
taker of a husband with early-onset
Alzheimer’s, and former Burton Val-
ley music teacher, will share her
journey to encourage and empower
the caregiver from a biblical point of
view. Lunch is included and registra-
tion is required.

To register, email MVPCdea-
cons@gmail.com or for more infor-
mation, visit www.mvpctoday.org or
call (925) 376-4800.

Submit stories and story ideas to
storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com
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Orinda Resident Receives UC Berkeley’s Top Honor

By Cathy Dausman

€€ Eeally don’t think I deserved it,”
aid long-time Orinda resident
Barclay Simpson, of the Berkeley
Medal he was awarded Dec. 13 during
a ground-breaking celebration for the
new Berkeley Art Museum. Yet among
Simpson’s many contributions to UC
Berkeley was his chairmanship of the
campaign to build that very museum.
According to the UC Berkeley
website, the Berkeley Medal was es-
tablished in 1981 as the university’s
top honor to be bestowed on individ-

uals “of exceptionally distinguished
achievements.”

Simpson admitted he was at first
bewildered by the reception given in
his honor, but added it was kind of fun
to see the list of those who had re-
ceived the medal before him, includ-
ing what he wryly calls his “rather
distinguished predecessors.”

The owner and founder of Simp-
son Strong-Tie, who turns 92 in May,
is as much known for his philan-
thropy as for his company.

Barclay Simpson, of Orinda, was the 45th recipient of the Berkeley

Medal. His award was presented by UC Berkeley Chancellor Robert
Birgeneau during the Dec.13 ground-breaking ceremony for the new
Berkeley Art Museum. Photo Cathy Dausman

“In everything he does, Barc has
a positive effect on the lives around
him,” UC Berkeley Chancellor
Robert Birgeneau said when present-
ing Simpson with the medal.

Friend Ellen Dale called Simp-
son’s philanthropic work “legendary”
and said both Simpson and his wife are
“a local treasure.” In addition to sup-
porting the Berkeley Art Museum with
print donations which included a work
by Whistler, Simpson and his wife,
Sharon, have a close involvement with
the Cal library, the University Press,
the Haas School of Business and the
UC Foundation, where Simpson is still
on its board of directors. The new

Simpson Student Athlete High Per-
formance Center on the Berkeley cam-
pus is named after him.

Simpson spent a dozen years on
the Bay Area Rapid Transit board of
directors and raves about results from
those mentored by Girls, Inc. in Oak-
land. Even the family trust name
(Simpson PSB Fund) reflects his phi-
losophy of “putting something back.”

“Life is good,” said Simpson. 1It’s
nice to know the faithful donor has
gotten something back in return.

Alist of previous Berkley Medal re-
cipients can be found online at:
http://awards.berkeley.edu/pdf/Berke-
ley Medal.pdf.

Three Communities, One

Samira

Book

Curl up with, and then share, Dave
Eggers’ “A Hologram for the King”

By Laurie Snyder
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Evening with Dave Eggers poster: http://guides.ccclib.org/lamorindareads

Now entering its sixth year,
Lamorinda Reads is already
being described as one of the area’s
can’t miss events this winter. Plan-
ners of the beloved Three Commu-
nities, One Book bonding fest have
created a slate of special events de-
signed to appeal to those who enjoy
being left musing long after they
have closed the covers of their well-
worn tomes.

“A Hologram for the King” by
Dave Eggers has been selected as the
book for Lamorindans to read, share
and debate with family, friends and
neighbors. Copies are currently being
given away free of charge through the
Contra Costa Library’s facilities in
Orinda, Moraga, and Lafayette. Re-
lated special events will include a
screening of short films, book discus-
sion groups, a memoir writing work-
shop, and lectures.

Named by the New York Times
as one of 2012’s top ten books, Holo-

Courtesy Contra Costa Library

gram is sure to strike a chord with
everyone from business professionals
to well-traveled locals. Eggers draws
readers in to his Saudi Arabian setting
to explore the everyday life of a trou-
bled businessman — illuminating the
universal losses of love and liveli-
hood, conflicts between cultures, and
the human capacity for persistence in
the face of failure.

In his New York Times commen-
tary, fellow author Pico lyer described
this National Book Award finalist as
“beautifully shaped” and “a clear,
supremely readable parable of Amer-
ica in the global economy.”

The culmination of the celebra-
tion — an evening with the author—
will be held at Lafayette’s Veterans
Memorial Hall at 7 p.m. Thursday,
Feb. 28. Get there early; this free pro-
gram is likely to be standing room
only. For more information, visit:
http://guides.ccclib.org/lamor-
indareads.

Lamorinda Reads! 2013:

Wholpin Short Films Screening (adults 18+), Feb. 5, 6 p.m., Mor-

aga Library.

“A Hologram for the King” Book Discussions: Feb. 7, 10 a.m. and
Feb. 21, 7 p.m., Orinda Library; Feb. 21, 6 p.m., Moraga Library.

Lecture: 826 Valencia. Learn about the nationwide non-profit
network helping students 6 to 18 improve their literacy and writ-
ing skills Feb. 7, 7 p.m., Lafayette Library.

Telling Your Story — Memoir Writing Workshop (adults, 18+): Feb.

19, 1 p.m., Orinda Library.

An Evening with Dave Eggers: Feb. 28, 7 p.m., Lafayette Veterans

Memorial Hall.

Says

Samira Davi is a Nurse Liaison for
ManorCare Health Services in Walnut
Creek. Samira has over 10 years of
experience working in health care in
Contra Costa County, which has gained
her a wide view of what is important to
the health care consumer. She will be
posting common questions and
comments in each issue of the Lamorinda
Weekly. You are welcome to contact
Samira directly at 925.270.8766

rehab center.

ManorCare Walnut Creek
1226 Rossmoor Parkway

Walnut Creek, CA 94595, 925.975.5000
Walnutcreek@manorcare.com

What actually happens in a
Post-Acute Rehab Center?
How is this different than a
“Nursing Home”?

is is the most common question I hear. So many of our
l patients are young, active and eager to return home.
Most of the patients I see are getting ready to have an
orthopedic or cardiac surgery. When their surgeon
recommends post-acute rehab as part of their recovery, fear
often sets in—that’s when my role starts. I coordinate with
surgical offices to facilitate pre-op and pre-admit counseling
sessions. Here we are able to discuss the details of post-acute rehab, and ideally arrange a tour
of one of our Walnut Creek rehab centers. It is crucial that you feel safe and comfortable in a

At the core, post-hospital or post-acute care is designed to improve your transition back to the
community. As a post-acute patient, you no longer need the acute care setting of the hospital
which includes around-the-clock physicians, surgery, emergency and ICU services, but still
need a high level of clinical and rehabilitation care to hasten your recuperation. This may
include skilled nursing, rehabilitation, dietary management, social services and discharge
planning. All of your care is directed by your physician, and our team will be in regular
contact with you, your family and your physician(s).

What you can expect are state-of-the art facilities with the most advanced clinical and
therapeutic techniques. Our treatment plans are designed to maximize independent
functioning and improve physical and psychological well being to help you transition back to
your life. You can expect to be treated with respect and dignity, and to experience your
recovery along side other patients with similar recovery needs.

Admission to a post-acute rehab center is coordinated between the hospital and the rehab
center. Your insurance is verified, medications and treatments are ordered, and transportation
is coordinated. I encourage patients and families to take the time to tour a few post-acute
rehab centers prior to surgery or, in the case of an unexpected hospitalization, prior to
discharge from the hospital. Once you visit our two Walnut Creek rehab centers, you'll see
how we are different from the traditional “nursing home”.

For more information please visit www.manorcare.com.
For a short video visit us on YouTube: www.youtube.com/hcrmanorcare

HCR ManorCare =

A leader in rehabilitation and skilled nursing

ManorCare Tice Valley
1975 Tice Valley Blvd
Walnut Creek, CA 94595, 925.906.0200

ticevalley@manorcare.com

McDonnell & Nursery

4(: family owned since 1933 :)7

Winter Rose Pruning Workshop
Saturday January 26th 10:00 a.m.

To reserve a seat please call: (925) 254-3713

or info@mecdonnellnursery.com =
[rees * Shrubs * Vines * Annuals * Perennials
Vegetables = Containers = Statvary & Fountains

Indoor Mants

www.mcdonnellnursery.com
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SPANISH WITH CRISTINA |Talented Teen Musicians Among Best
All Year Round o in S tate

Experienced tutor
Located in Lamorinda.
Works with Children and Adults

Flexible Schedules Available:
Mondays-Fridays 8am to 8pm
Saturdays: 8am to 2pm

SundaVS: By Appointment Only References provided

calanes High School junior

Spenser Tejada and senior John
Kirkland were the only two students
from Lamorinda to be selected from over
1,700 applications to join this year’s Cal-
ifornia All-State Honor Band. Tejada has
been playing the French horn for eight
years. Kirkland plays the clarinet. Di-
rector of Instrumental Music Norman
Dea calls them both “outstanding musi-
cians.” There are also 15 Acalanes stu-
dents who play for the Contra Costa
County Honor Band. They are the largest
group of students representing one
school at this level. Interested band fans
are welcome to attend the Contra Costa
County Honor Band’s free performance
at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 2 in the
Acalanes Theater. C. Tyson

Cristina: Phone: (925) 283-0770 ¢ email: ina26@comcast.net

Brian Clark, Psy.D.

licensed clinical psychologist
PSY 25198

ADOLESCENTS
ADULTS - FAMILIES

specializing in: . .
. Spenser Tejada and John Kirkland
Achievement Pressure
Photo Cathy Tyson
AD/HD

Parenting Support

Anxiety 954 Risa Road - Lafayette
School Stress  (925) 385-8050 E E N B E N E
a

Depression  www.brianclarkpsyd.com

.
One Generation to Another
Motivational Presentations ||| By kennie Guo
by Cynthiq Briq n esides academics and sports, high school stu- around the Bay Area. “The audience claps enthu-

dents often appear to be worry free. How- siastically when we perform. Their faces light up
ever, teens have views on important issues, and and many enjoy sharing music-related stories.”

Hailed as an expert in lifestyle, teens, gardening, and personal
growth, New York Times Best Selling Author, Media Personality, &

Coach, Cynthia Brian empowers audiences to find their inner star. one of them is improving the care for the elder.ly. Madeleine Becker, a sophomore, has a per-
Once an older person succumbs to a disease like sonal reason to help elders. Her own grandfather
"Dynamic, energetic, Alzheimer’s or Parkinson’s, he or she is depend- worked at a senior home. “Just hearing all the dif-
entertaining, informative, ent on others for care and medical treatment. ferent stories, histories, and accomplishments
inspiring, motivating! I can't Lamorinda is fortunate to offer a variety of op- they have to share is such a rewarding experi-
say enough about Cynthia tions accommodating the needs of senior citizens. ence.”
Brian. Her unique style of The Orinda Senior Village, the Stratford at Coun- Teens I know care a great deal about the eld-
engaging an audience is trywood in Lafayette, Aegis Living, and Moraga erly, whether these individuals are grandparents,
SPECTACULAR. Royale in Moraga are all unique facilities provid- a family friend, or strangers. Anyone can make a
= Mar S’f Engle, Founder of ing excellent medical, emotional, and social care difference simply by visiting a local senior home.
_ E Amazing Woman's Day to their inhabitants. Other smaller services like the It is the responsibility of our generation to offer
Book Cynthia Brian as a speaker for your next event. Lamormda Adult. Resplte Cepter at}d Comforcgre communlt}f care and friendly camaraderie to our
925-377-STAR Senior Services in Orinda aid seniors preferring golden seniors.
. a more private lifestyle. According to the 2010
Cynthia@Star-Style.com, www.Star-Style.com U.S. Census, there were 10,582 residents in Lam- Konnie Guo is cur-

orinda aged 65 and older, making up about 18 rently a sophomore at
percent of the total population of 57,552. Miramonte High

Margot Mai is a member of the Orinda Ju- School in Orinda. She
niorettes, a group of teenage girls who perform is an avid reader, and

| = || various acts of community service. Around Hal- during her spare time,

pre loween, the Juniorettes delivered pumpkins to the enjoys playing the

e A o0m elderly at Orinda Senior Village. Mai says, “They piano and doing vol-
; o~ :" A ‘-‘ were really excited to see young people who unteer work.

cared, and were willing to connect with us by
telling stories.” Toen S - YOUR voios. If 0 "
A m Orinda resident Marisa Chow is part of the cen Seene 1s VOIS B LI S

- X student chapter in the Contra Costa Performing to say or have writing skills and want to be part of

bl 1 Arts Society. Along with other young musicians, | °%% Teen Scene team, email our Teen Coach, Cynthia

ONRD. :925)_&2?5_]5.3_' " || Chow frequently performs at senior homes Brian, Cynthia@CynthiaBrian.com.
WA 10) 451-7373

The opinions expressed in Teen Scene are those of the writer and not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly.

Classified ¢ Classified « Classified « Classified ¢ Classified ¢ Classified « Classified « Classified

wissietessons | TN WL

; ; ; Totalintegrityinsurance.com . .
Piano/guitar w/ Robbie Dunbar, 10"2liNtegmtyinsuirance.co RESPONSIBLE, RELIABLE SWARTS Rusty Nails Handy Man Service
All levels welcome! yrtamorinda resioent. AND REASONABLE CONSTRUCTION Repair « Restore « Revamp
I travel to your home. My independent insurance Pets and Plants included « Free Estimates - Seismic Retrofit Call Rusty- (925) 825-6997
M. A. Music Composition brokerage is here to serve you. References available - Drainage « House Leveling
Pigléosttg’lzigggajs‘(;tgll/ § Over 100 top carriers = great For further information « Remodel «35yrs. Lamorinda
robbiednbr@gmail.com grlcmg and coverage for Biz contact me at: SRR RO Fix, Paint, Repair anything.
en Liab, W Comp, Homes, Auto, DAVLGHBRGH@AOL.COM www.swartsco.com Professional & Reliabl
. i INSURED BONDED _Lic# 975406 roressional & héliable
Life. (925) 247-4356 OE90108 Call Terry 925-788-1663
Classes offered | House Cleaning | Y
Lacrosse Clinics @ Miramonte HS L www.totalclean.biz Concept Builders
onJan. 13,20, 27 and Feb 3, ORINDA Charming studio e ) b Remodeling, Home Repair &
2013,Noonto 2 p.m. 7th,8th &  cottage to rent in a quiet setting Serving Lamorinda since 1985. New Construction LET BRIGHTEN
ngh School Players invited For openingontoa |arge garden_ Insured and bonded 376-1004. Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563 YO R OM E!
further information, email Approx. 500sqft. Furnished. (925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983 Specializing in
MarcyPlace1@gmail.com. Private entrance and own pt—:mrking Monica’s Cleaning high quality interior painting
:pace no Iaundr); Oln site. Suitable pesidential & Commercial Janitorial Services m Hie#953962/Bonded/insured f
or quiet respectful person,non | jc, Free Estimates (925) 348-3761 AN INSIDE JOB
Computer lessons smoking, no drug. no pets. Mark Alexander %l
On-Site C Servi Utilities included. $1,300/m. Owner L
n-Site Computer Service Email: akaroe3@sbcglobal.net Windows & Gutters I'm local, and I'm a very nice guy!

« All Major Brands « Troubleshooting « Wireless

Networking - Data Recovery - Website Design & . . .
Hosting  Technology Consulting - Virus/Spyware Removal Help wanted R_ehat?le Window Cleaning
 Affordable Rates - Certified Technicians Friendliness & remarkable results. WE HOP TOIT!

MAINTENANCE/ :
925-322-9577 « 510-225-5061 HANDYMAN NEEDED Windows, Gutters, Pressure (925) 377-6600

wwwifastteks.com - wli@fasttekscom|  pr54.35 hurs/wk Mora ga Storage Washing. (925) 254-7622

(925) 370-6558 - (925) 787-6684 cc!
grizzmark@shcglobal.net

; ) . LeapFrogPlumbing.com
facility. Flexible, prob solverw/  ReliableWindowService.com FLO’S HAULING
_ org. & CS skills, excl work ethics. Tree Service .

Reliable transp/ins/current DMV. Vacation Rental Quick & easy - reasonable rates
COMPUTERS’BEST FRIEND | Benefits after 90 days. Apply East Bay Tree Service. (925) 521-4767
Home & Office Computer Service | within 455 Moraga Rd, Ste F, 377-8733. Fine pruning, large
- ONSITE REPAIRS - VIRUS REMOVAL Moraga, 9:30-5:30pm. tree removal, stump grinding .
- HARDWARE UPGRADES r$ (925)631-7000 Brad/Gloria License #805794 P

- NETWORK SETUP AND SUPPORT Balaam Landscape Services
- REMOTE DESKTOP/TELEPHONE SUPPORT In Home Fitness
www.computersbestfriend.com

Tree & brush removal. Detailed Maintenance,

Poison Oak removal. 376-1995, Twice Monthly Available
925-682-3408 - 510-938-1881 Senior Fitness & Massage | Martha’s Vineyard Rental. Licensed, insured & bonded 925.586.0558
For Sale In your home, I will help you | Wonderful family beach house in
improve your balance, flexibility] Edgartown w/ dock and semi pri- " ; ;
Upright Weber Piano for sale and strength. 17 yrs exp. Refs. vate beach. Sleeps 12. Can fly Jet . $8 2 1/.2 CIaSSIﬁed_ ad helght
in Moraga. 1967 model. In great Colleen Ross, CMT, CET Blue OAK/Boston/MV direct. Call: Email to: classified@lamorindaweekly.com

510-965-1978

shape. $500. Call (925) 376-5543. 925-330-1983 for details
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Andy’s “Quarky” Apple Cake

By Susie Iventosch

Photo Susie Iventosch

s it turns out, our publisher, Andy

Scheck, is quite a fantastic cook. He has

taken to making his mom Anneliese’s

recipes, which come directly from their na-
tive Germany.

“Sometimes Andy makes apple cake for
our staff meetings—served warm with fresh
whipped cream if we've been really good,”
said Lamorinda Weekly editor Lee Borrow-
man. “The smell of warm apples and vanilla
as you walk through the front door is simply
heavenly!”

This cake is a favorite of the Lamorinda
editorial team and is made with a somewhat
unusual type of soft German cheese called
“quark.” This is a fresh, un-aged cheese, and
is really more characteristic of yogurt or sour
cream than the types of cheese we think of
here in the U.S. According to Scheck it is not
that easy to find here in the states, however |
had a very easy time of it, since Andy pointed
me in the direction of Whole Foods, which

carries it regularly in the dairy department!

In Germany, quark is often used in com-
bination with fruit and the resulting dessert
is called Fruchtequark (fruit quark), but is
also used in dips and cheesecakes, or mixed
with potatoes as filling for peirogi (or
dumplings) in Poland. This cheese has a
plethora of names, different in every country,
from twarog in Poland to topfen in Austria
and Gvina Levana in Israel.

Scheck’s cake is a three-part cake with a
pastry crust, a layer of freshly sliced apples,
and a quark-custard filling, served with a dol-
lop of freshly whipped cream. The recipe
calls for Pink Lady or Jonathan apples, and I
could not find either in the market, so I used
four different apples— Granny Smith, Fuji,
Jonagold and Gala. This was fun, arranging
these slices so each piece had some of each!
Andy uses Dr. Oetker’s Organics vanilla
pudding mix, also available at Whole Foods,
but I used Jell-O brand, which did not work
as well.

One mistake [ made was to pat the crust
just on the bottom of the spring form pan.
Scheck says it should be not only on the bot-
tom, but also pressed partway up the sides as
well. My crust was a little bit too dry to form
into a ball, and Scheck says that when he has
that problem, he just cuts in a little bit more
butter until the dough can be formed into a
ball. We served it warm, but it can also be re-
frigerated and served chilled. Have it your
way!

www.amazon.com, and www.taxbites.net.

These recipe is available on our web site

our office at 925-377-0977.

Susie Iventosch is the author of Tax Bites and Tasty Morsels,
which can be found at Across the Way in Moraga,

Susie can be reached at suziventosch@gmail.com.

www.lamorindaweekly.com. If you would like to share your
favorite recipe with Susie please contact her by email or call

RECIPE

INGREDIENTS
Cake Crust
2 cups pastry flour
1/3 cup granulated sugar
Pinch salt
1 stick butter, cut into small pieces
(you may need an extra half stick of butter)
1egg
Apples
3-4 Jonathan or Pink Lady apples, peeled, cored and sliced into
thin wedges
Filling
2 eggs, separated
16 ounces Quark (available at Whole Foods)
2 (4-ounce each) vanilla pudding packets,
the cook and serve
variety, not instant
1 cup granulated sugar
Ya cup milk

DIRECTIONS
Cake Crust
Place flour in a large bowl with sugar and salt. Cut
butter into flour using a pastry cutter or finger tips
until crumbly. Make a well in the center of the
flour mixture and place egg. Mix egg into dough
with fork or hands until it forms a dough and then
roll into a ball. Cover it and refrigerate for about 30 minutes.

Grease a spring form pan, and pat the dough out on the bottom and sides
of pan to form a thin crust.

Arrange apple wedges over crust and set aside until filling is ready.

Filling

Separate egg yolks and egg whites and place into two different bowls.
Using electric beaters, beat egg whites until stiff peaks form. Set aside. Next,
beat egg yolks with sugar and add quark, pudding mix, sugar and milk. Stir
well. Carefully fold in egg whites. Pour batter over apples.

Bake at 350 degrees for 50-60 minutes, or until filling is set and cake edges
are just beginning to brown. Cover cake with foil and continue to bake if the
filling is not quite done, once the top is browned. Serve warm, chilled or at
room temperature with a dollop of whipped cream on each slice.

Embrace Your Dark Side at the Moraga

“Changing the World 101"

... continued from page B3

Library

By Sophie Braccini

EELALN FUBIRY
g i e INTTRPREY STNEEE

Not everyone knows that
county librarian Barbara
Flynn is a film buff and that she
sometimes likes to share her pas-
sion with library patrons. On the
afternoon of Wednesday, Jan. 23,
she is inviting enthusiasts of mem-
orable, stylish, crime dramas to
view “Force of Evil,” the first in a
series of three free film noir at the
Moraga Library.

“I'm a real fan of black and
white movies,” said Flynn. “This
type of cinematography focuses the
attention. Colors attract the eyes all
over, while black and white, with
its very careful use of dark, light
and shadows, creates a tension
that’s particularly fit for the ‘noir’
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ambiance.” Flynn, who’s very
knowledgeable about movies from
the ‘40s and ‘50s, thinks that the
period was a pinnacle for many
American actors. “‘In Force of
Evil,” John Garfield is at his best.
He is truly one of the best noir ac-
tors.”

The 1948 Abraham Polonsky
movie was well received by the
critics at the time. Bosley Crowther,
then film critic for The New York
Times, wrote: "But for all its un-
pleasant nature, it must be said that
this film is a dynamic crime-and-
punishment drama, brilliantly and
broadly realized. Out of material
and ideas that have been worked
over time after time, so that they've

long since become stale and hack-
neyed, it gathers suspense and
dread, a genuine feeling of the
bleakness of crime and a terrible
sense of doom. And it catches in
eloquent tatters of on-the-wing di-
alogue moving intimations of the
pathos of hopeful lives gone
wrong." Adding to the legend of
the film was the fact that Polonsky
was blacklisted in 1951 after refus-
ing to testify before the House Un-
American Activities Committee.

The screening starts at 2 p.m.
and is free and open to the public.
There will be time for discussion
following the screening. The film
series continues Wednesday, Feb. 6,
with “On Dangerous Ground” and
concludes Wednesday, Feb. 20,
with “DOA.”

“We chose Moraga because we
think we can find an audience
there,” said Flynn. She added that
she expects people to come from all
over the county. “We’ve put flyers
in all our branches,” she said.
“We’ll see how these afternoon pre-
sentations go, and see if there is an
interest, we’ll add more in the
evening.” Pre-registration is not re-
quired for the “Embrace Your Dark
Side” film series.

For more information, visit cc-
clib.org or call (925) 376-6852, ext.
200. The Moraga Library is lo-
cated at 1500 St. Mary’s Road,
Moraga.

“If they came to Moraga,
what would you do?” he asked.
“You’d call the cops, the military,
security forces.” Without those
protections, Connell said micro-
lending was an instant, easy first
step towards making a difference.

“In much of the developing
world, 25 bucks is a lot of money. It’s
enough to start a business,” he said.

Encouraging everyone to
work with reputable, reliable
agencies and organizations, espe-
cially when first embarking on
global service, Connell said

Kiva.org was a well-run, flexible
micro-lending organization.

Questions from the audience
followed up on his advice to
blend passion and business-savvy
marketing into a clear, personal
directive.

“We don’t know what hap-
pens when we die,” he said.
“What we know is that we are
here now. It’s obvious: the thing
to do is to lead your life with pas-
sion, with confidence. Go out and
improve the quality of life on
earth.”

“Inspired” Speakers Series Continues
Through January at SMC

Kaya Oakes, “Unlikely Inspiration”

Tuesday, Jan. 22 at 7 p.m., Soda Activity Center

Author of Slanted and Enchanted: The Evolution of Indie Culture, the po-
etry collection Telegraph and Radical Reinvention: An Unlikely Return to
the Catholic Church, Oakes is also co-founder of Kitchen Sink, winner of
the Utne Independent Press Award for Best New Magazine and
teaches at the University of California, Berkeley.

Lisa Kristine, "Shining a Light on Modern-Day Slavery"

Thursday, Jan. 31 at 7 p.m., Soda Activity Center

Acclaimed humanitarian photographer, Kristine spent a year traveling the
world to document modern-day slavery — into the heart of broiling brick
kilns, down rickety mine shafts, and into the hidden lairs of sex slavery.
Her recent book, Slavery, has received global attention. She will share the
stories behind her images - and how she bore witness to horrible abuses
and to astonishing glimpses of the indomitable human spirit.

All programs are free and open to the public.

Submit stories and story ideas to
storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com

Business Service Directory

Gardening

Heating

Construction

Underpinning

Maintenance/Clean-u

J. Limon Gardening

ENGINEERING &

-I
=—

JATLAS

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING COMPANY
CA LIC. #489501

CONSTRUCTION

FREE ESTIMATE
« 2nd Floor & Room Additions

Monthly Service ’ i |;
Sprinkler ING-

System Repair

PIN

NI Rk COATHACTRR

Old-fashioned service and

ioch-qualitv i ; « Foundation / Retaining Wall &
Call Jose high-quality installations. Concrete Drive Way Repairs BUILDING FOUNDATIONS « LIFTING
(925) 787-5743 925'944'1 122 « Design/ Permit & Build Services LEVELING * STABILIZING

www.atlasheating.com
Since 1908

925.253.1000

Safe Engineering Construction.Com

707 310-0602

www.bayareaunderpinning.org

License #: 018287

25 yrs. experiéﬁce
in Lamorinda
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3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd.,

Lafayette
between Trader Joes & the Post Office
283-2988
www.waredesigns.com

Now $5, Reg $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 2/15/13.
Usually installed while you wait. W/coupon. Restrictions apply.

L
Watch Battery L
|
Il

Salon Elegante

Get the look you deserve
Men & Women

Blowout
$35

European Trained Stylist
Perfect color & highlights,
extensions, Keratin smoothing
treatments, make-up

wash, blow
dry & style
43 Moraga Way, upstairs in Suite 204, Orinda

www.salonelegante.com | 925-258-HAIR (4247)

Providing Insurance and
Financial Services

It’s no accident more people trust State Farm.

| Mike Rosa, Agent
Insurance Lic. #: OF45583
1042 Country Club Drive, Moraga

925-376-2244
STATT FARS IS THEREY

BPEE & GaH STIGIERYR

P040036 02/04  State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ), Bloomington, IL

Lamorinda’s
Religious Services
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Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church

433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422
www.holyshepherd.org

[

8:15 a.m. Traditions Worship Service
9:40 a.m. Education for all ages
10:45 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service
Coffee Fellowship at 9:15 and 11:45 a.m.
Childcare available for ages 5 and younger

E C% &/fzﬁ %Z/b’(’ﬁ/'éd/ Church
St. Mary's College Chapel
1928 St. Mary's Rd., Moraga

w An Inclusive & Affirming Community
glal
925-376-5770 - www.stgiles-moraga.org

Sunday School & Eucharist at 9am
Traditional Church Service & Music Yet Forward Looking & Open Minded

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
A Loving Community

Sunday Services: 8 and 10 AM

In-church Youth Zone, 10 AM Nursery Childcare
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, 284-7420, www.stanselms.ws

Get connected.
Grow in your faith.
Serve others.

Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian Church
Sunday Worship 9 & 11:00 a.m.

Programs for children & youth

fizs
+'I-! Tl
= _:'--

L

49 Knox Drive | Lafayette | www.LOPC.org | 925-283-8722

The Orinda

Community Church
10 Irwin Way, Orinda | 925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org

“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life’s
Journey, you are welcome here!”

Join us Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CENTER

24 Orinda Way (next to the Library) - 254-4212

Sunday Service and Sunday School 10 - 11 am
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm
Reading Room/Bookstore M-F 11-4;Sat10-1

www.christianscienceorinda.org

7 925-377-0977
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The Moraga Art Gallery announces
anew show entitled "The Unbearable
Lightness of Seeing,” highlighting the
photography of Dave E Dondero and
Erik Wilson, featuring the unique
combination of Dondero’s hyper-real-
istic California landscapes and Wil-
son’s thought-provoking and often
ironic urban scenes. Moraga Art
Gallery is a collective of 14 estab-
lished, local artists and artisans and is
open to the public from noon to 5 p.m.,
Wednesday through Sunday in the
Rheem Valley Shopping Center, 522
Center St, Moraga. For info, call (925)
376-5407.

The Orinda Library Art Gallery's
exhibit in January will feature the
Caldecott Tunnel by the Orinda His-
torical Society. The Gallery is located
adjacent to the library at 26 Orinda
Way in Orinda. For more info, visit
www.orindaartscouncil.org/commu-

nity library.

The Lafayette Gallery's new show
“Tokens of Affection” will run
through March 9. There will be a free
champagne and chocolates reception
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 1
at 50 Lafayette Circle (across from

Chow).  For more info, visit
www.lafayettegallery.net or call the
gallery at (925) 284-2788.

Saint Mary's College Museum of
Art exhibitions — Carnaval; In
Search of the Source: the Nile and Be-
yond by Lockwood de Forest; Ryan
Reynolds: Landscape Assembled;
Keith and the California Alps: paint-
ings from the 1870s, 80s, and 90s --
open Feb. 2 through April 14, Wednes-
day through Sunday from 11 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. at Saint Mary's College,
1928 Saint Mary's Rd., Moraga. Cost:
$5 for adults; free for kids K-12. For
more info, call (925) 631-4379 or visit
Wwww.stmarys-ca.edu/museum.

MUSIC

Class Act Big Band dance. Big
Band is a 17-piece big band and the
dance includes swing, waltz, and fox
trot from 7 to 9 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 17
at Saint Mary's College Soda Center,
1928 St. Mary's Rd., Moraga. For
info, call (925) 631-8015 or visit
cabigband.com.

Swing Thing, six-piece combo with
two fantastic singers. This is an up-
coming dance from 7 to 9 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 23 at Saint Mary's
College, St. Mary's Rd., Moraga. For
info, call (925) 631-8015 or visit
swingthingjazz.com.

WCSA Lafayette Songwriters'
Competition. Come join the Lauras
for the inaugural Lafayette WCSA
Songwriters' Competition! You do not
have to be a songwriter to attend this
event. The meetings are at 7 p.m. the
second Wednesday of each month at
81 Lafayette Circle, Lafayette. Cost:
$5. For more info, contact Laura
Zucker by email at zuckers@aol.com
or visit
www.westcoastsongwriters.org/be-
come-a-member.

Big Band Ball Room Dance and
show at 7 p.m. Friday, Feb. 8, The
New Rheem Theatre, 350 Park Street,
Moraga. Optional dance lessons, free
with your ticket to the dance, start at 7
p-m. and the Rossmoor Big band be-
gins playing at 8 p.m. The cocktail bar
opens at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are just $10
at the door or at the Lafayette Cham-
ber of Commerce. For reservations:
(925) 284-7404.

Senior Services Piano Jazz concert
at 1:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 15 in the
Community Hall of the Lafayette Li-
brary and Learning Center, 3491 Mt.
Diablo Blvd., Lafayette. Enjoy songs
from the Great American Songbook
with tunes from composers such as
Gershwin, A. Jobim, Duke Ellington
and Dave Brubeck, as interpreted by
members of CCPAS. Refreshments
provided by Aegis of Moraga Assisted
Living and Memory Care, and
Nightingale Home Care. Please call
Lafayette Senior Services to reserve
your spot at (925) 284-5050. Cost: $3
members; $5 non-members.

THEATER

Company C Contemporary Ballet
will open its 2013 season Friday, Jan.
18 at Lesher Center for the Arts, 1601
Civic Drive, Walnut Creek. For more
info, visit www.companycballet.org or
call (925) 708-0752.

Join County Librarian and film
noir buff Barbara Flynn for Force of
Evil, the first of three free film noir
screenings at 2 p.m. Wednesday, Jan.
23 at the Moraga Library, 1500 St.
Mary’s Road, Moraga. (see story page
B7)

Come see the 25th Annual Putnam
County Spelling Bee, a musical com-
edy about six young people in the
throes of puberty vying for the spelling
championship of a lifetime, from Jan.
25 through Feb. 10. There will be an
opening night reception at 8 p.m. Jan.
25 at the DVC Theater, 321 Golf Club
Rd., Pleasant Hill. For info, call (925)
685-1230 ext. 2337.

Petty Theft, the ultimate Tom Petty
& The Heartbreakers tribute band
makes a triumphant return to
Lafayette's Town Hall Theatre in a
benefit performance at 8 p.m., Satur-
day, Jan. 26. Doors open at 7 p.m.
Ticket prices range from $10 (kids) to
$30, and can be purchased at
www.TownHallTheatre.com.

The Princess and The Pea, fairytale
by Hans Christian Andersen. The
Princess and The Pea is a much adored
traditional fairy tale of honesty and
love and will be presented at 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 30 and at 4 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 31 at the LeFevre The-
atre, Saint Mary's College, 1928 St.
Mary's Road, Moraga. Cost: $8. For
more info, call (925) 631-4670 or visit
www.brownpapertickets.com.

LECTURE & LITERATURE

“A Hologram for the King” by Dave
Eggers. Free copies of “Hologram
for the King” will be available to the
public at any Lamorinda library, which
began Monday, Jan. 14. (See story
page BS)

The Stanford Women's Club of the
East Bay presents a booklover's
dream ... the 38th Annual Books on
Review, which features four distin-
guished Stanford-affiliated authors,
showcasing the best of recent fiction
and nonfiction from 9:15 a.m. to noon
Thursday, Jan. 24 at the Shadelands
Arts Center, 111 N. Wiget Ln., Walnut
Creek. Tickets: $35. For more info,
call (510) 530-5859 or visit

alumni.stanford.edu/goto/event10819.

KIDS, PARENTS & TEENS

Catholic Schools Week Mass and
Open House. St. Perpetua School
will be celebrating Catholic Schools
Week. This is a great opportunity to
see what St. Perpetua has to offer and
what its students have been learning!
This event will begin with Mass and
Open House at 9:30 a.m., or you can
learn what it means to be a junior high
student at noon Sunday, Jan. 27.
Kindergarten parent information night
is scheduled at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday,
Jan. 30, and the junior high Science
Fair is scheduled at 6 p.m. Jan. 31at St
Perpetua School, 3445 Hamlin Rd.,
Lafayette. For more info, call (925)
284-1640.

Ancxiety in School what parents and
teachers should know. Dr. Michael
Tompkins will describe the nature of
anxiety in youth at 7 p.m. Wednesday,
Jan. 30 at the Lafayette library, 3491
Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette. For
more info, visit www.orindapoise.org.

East Bay Eclipse Soccer Club Try-
outs. Eclipse is holding tryouts for its
U9-Ul1 teams Feb. 2-3 for its U12-
Ul4 teams, Feb. 9-10, and U8 and
Ul15+ tryouts will be March 2-3 at
Campolindo High School, 300 Mor-
aga Rd., Moraga. For more info, visit
eastbayeclipsesoccer.com/home/try-
outs.

Creating a Peaceful School Confer-
ence. The Mt. Diablo Peace and Jus-
tice Center in Walnut Creek announces
its Second Annual conference for any-
one who works with young people in
K - 12. The conference will be from 8

am. to 4 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 2 at
Seven Hills School, 975 North San
Carlos Dr., Walnut Creek. Registra-
tion: $35 (through Jan. 7); $40 there-
after. For more info, call (925)
933-7850 or visit www.mtdpc.org.

826 Valencia — Meet the CEO of 826
National. 826 National is a network
of nonprofit organizations dedicated to
helping students, ages 6-18, with their
literacy and writing skills. This event
will be at 7 p.m. on Feb. 7 at the
Lafayette Library located on 3491 Mt
Diablo Blvd in Lafayette. For more
information please call (925) 385-
2280 or visit http://guides.ccclib.org.

Unlocking Secrets to Winning
Pinewood Derby Workshop. Boy
Scout Troop 233 of Lamorinda has in-
vited Coach Allen to conduct a work-
shop to share his secrets to winning
Pinewood Derby competitions. The
workshop is at 4 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 9
at the Holy Shepherd Church, 433
Moraga Way, Orinda. Cub Scouts
who build their cars prior to the work-
shop will be able to test them on a
racetrack.  For more information
please call (925) 876-2477.

Youth Ink 2013. The Orinda Junior
Women’s Club (Orinda Juniors) an-
nual creative writing contest open to
all sixth-, seventh- and eighth-grade
students who live or attend school in
Orinda. Submissions must be post-
marked by Friday, Feb. 15 in order to
be considered for an award. Details at
www.orindajuniors.org.

OTHER

Orinda Rotary will host its first ever
community-wide “Dick Heggie
Peace Symposium” in honor of
Orinda’s first mayor, Dick Heggie
today. The luncheon features speaker
George Breslauer, who will discuss "Is
Putin's Authoritarian Regime Sustain-
able?" from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at
the Orinda Country Club, 315 Camino
Sobrante, Orinda. Cost: $25. For info
or to register please call (925) 254-
1321 or visit
orindachamber.org/events.htm. (See
story page A7)

Operation Hurricane Sandy Disas-
ter Relief. This program is organized
by local teen volunteers of Club Be the
Star You Are. The club needs mone-
tary donations to ship books and re-
sources to families on the East Coast
who suffered the devastation of Hur-
ricane Sandy. $25 ships five new
books; $50 ships a dozen new books;
$100 ships a full case. Checks may be
sent to Be the Star You Are!® 501c3,
P.O. Box 376, Moraga, Ca. 94556 or
make a contribution on line via Paypal.
See more information at www.bethes-
taryouare.org/

donate.htm. and www.btsya.com/hur-
ricane_sandy reliefhtml.

SEED (Special Education Enrich-
ment Development) Foundation of
Lafayette is co-funding a 12-week be-
havior management course for
Lafayette parents Wednesday nights,
6:30 to 9 p.m. through March 27 in the
Maggie Mae Lounge at Lafayette
United Methodist Church, 955 Mor-
aga Rd. By teaching positive behav-
ioral strategies, parents will gain tools
and strategies to support their child in
home and community settings. For
info or to register please call (925)
788-0451 or email Robin Hauge at
robinhaugeclinic@gmail.com.

Hospice of the East Bay Support
Groups for Adults. The support
group Adults Who Have Lost a Parent
meets Mondays from 6 to 8 p.m. Jan.
28 through March 25 at the Pleasant
Hill Campus, 3470 Buskirk Ave. Pre-
registration is required. For more info,
or to pre-register please call (925) 887-
5681 or visit www.hospiceeastbay.org.

Mardi Gras Party, 6 to 10 p.m, Fri-
day, Feb. 1, Soda Center, St. Mary’s
College. Cost: $40 per person and in-
cludes dinner and entertainment. Pro-
ceeds from the event benefit the
financial aid scholarship program at
Saint Mary’s College. Make checks
payable to Saint Mary’s College Guild
and mail to Jeffry Lynn Dunne by Jan.
29 at 101 Quintas Lane, Moraga, CA
94556. For info, call Billie Jones at
(925) 254-3645.

... continued on next page
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Tax-Aide and Earn It Keep It Save
It. This is a free tax preparation serv-
ice. The tax preparation service be-
gins the first week in February and
continues until April 15. Tax-Aide
and EKS provide free tax preparation
for individuals of all ages. For more
info, call (505) 699-5506 or visit
www.earnitkeepitsaveit.org.

Lafayette Orinda Presbyterian
Church Taize’ service at 7 p.m. on
the last Thursday of the month. In the
candle-lit Sanctuary, the quiet songs,
silence, and scripture with no sermon
invite you to be still. For info, call
(925) 798-7107.

Gather at the Table: A Healing Dis-
cussion about Slavery, presented by
Mt. Diablo Peace and Justice Center
from 2 to 5 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 19 at
the Mt. Diablo Peace & Justice Cen-
ter, 55 Eckley Lane, Walnut Creek.
Suggested donation: $12; $10 mem-
bers; $5 for students. For more info,
call (925) 933-7850 or wvisit
www.mtdpc.org.

Jan Term Speaker Series. Unlikely
Inspiration. Kaya OQakes, author of
Slanted and Enchanted: The Evolu-
tion of Indie Culture will speak at 7
p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 22 and Lisa Kris-
tine, an acclaimed humanitarian pho-
tographer who specializes in images
of remote indigenous cultures in more
than 100 countries on six continents,
will speak about Shining a Light on
Modern-Day Slavery at 7 p.m. Thurs-
day, Jan. 31 at the Saint Mary's Col-
lege Soda Activity Center, 1928 St.
Mary's Road, Moraga. Free. For
more info, call (925) 631-4771 or visit
www.stmarys-ca.edu.

Will Your Kids’ Faith Stick? This
event will be at 7 p.m. Thursday, Jan.
24 at Moraga Valley Presbyterian
Church, 10 Moraga Valley Ln., Mor-
aga. Registration is required. For
info, visit www.mvpctoday.org.

Crab Feed and Dance from 6 to 11
p-m. Saturday, Feb. 2, Holy Trinity
Cultural Center, 1700 School Street,
Moraga. Music provided by popular
DJ so bring your appetites and danc-
ing shoes. Dinner and Dance Tickets:
$40; Dance only, $10. For non-crab
lovers, you may order chicken in ad-
vance. For tickets and reservations call
(925) 672-6799.

Community Service Day: member
volunteers of Lafayette United
Methodist Church will be serving
those in need and the public is invited
to participate Saturday, Jan. 26. Serv-
ice projects will be available for all
ages and skill levels, benefiting the
Food Bank of Contra Costa and
Solano, Bay Area Rescue Mission, Ju-
venile Hall — Hall Closet, Shelter, Inc.,
Monument Crisis Center and Toys for

Tots. For more info, wvisit
thelumc.org/service/changetheworld
or call (925) 284-4765.

McDonnell Nursery will present a
free Winter Rose Pruning Workshop
at 10. a.m. Saturday, Jan. 26 at 196
Moraga Way, Orinda. Rejuvenate
your rose bushes and encourage beau-
tiful new canes to produce the best
blooms. The workshops are held in a
covered outdoor area so dress warmly.
Please call (925)254-3713 or email
info@mcdonnellnursery.com to re-
serve a seat.

Meet top of the line vendors, archi-
tects and design firms at Lamorinda’s
Home Expo *13, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sun-
day, Jan. 27 at the Veterans Memorial
Building, 3780 Mt. Diablo Blvd.,
Lafayette. LamorindaWeb.com and
TheHomeMag are partnering with one
another for this year’s event, which is
for homeowners in every stage of the
updating and/or remodeling process.
Free.
www.lamorindawebhomeexpo.com.

The Moraga Women’s Society Jan-
uary meeting will feature Dee Vance
and Cynthia Nolan, owners of Care-
free Moves. They will discuss down-
sizing and using the 4 box method,
what to keep/sell/donate/ or toss at 10
a.m. Monday, Jan. 28 at the Holy Trin-
ity Cultural Center, 1700 School St.,

Not to be missed

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Moraga. For more info, call Roberta
Klaproth at (925) 376-0708.

The Orinda Woman’s Club an-
nounces acceptance of applicants
for its major beneficiary awards in
2013. Appropriate applying agencies
must meet the following basic criteria:
non-profit 501c3; serving women and
children in need; Alameda and /or
Contra Costa County-based; receiving
$1 million and below as annual in-
come stated on 2011-2012 tax returns.
Application forms can be acquired
from Orinda Woman'’s Club, P.O. Box
533, Orinda, 94563 or from Adeline
McClatchie Beneficiary Chair at (925)
254-1162 or
Adeline@mcclatchie.com. Two appli-
cants will be selected by general club
meeting. Deadline: 7 p.m. March 4.
Beneficiary Chair must receive appli-
cations before this date for considera-
tion.

Caregiving: A Labor of Love, a
Workshop for those Caring for
Family Members, from 8:30 a.m. to 3
p-m. Feb. 2 at the Moraga Valley Pres-
byterian Church, 10 Moraga Valley
Ln., Moraga. Lunch is included. For
more info, visit www.mvpctoday.org.

Wholpin Short Films Screening at
6 p.m. on Feb. 5 at the Moraga Li-
brary located on 1500 St. Mary’s Rd.,
Moraga. For more info, call (925)
376-6852 or visit http://guides.cc-
clib.org.

Soroptimist International Annual
Crab Feed and Silent Auction, 5:30
p.m., Saturday, Feb. 9, Oakwood Ath-
letic Club, 4000 Mt. Diablo Blvd.,
Lafayette. Tickets: $45. For tickets
and information contact Toni Pera
(925) 283-2279, Terry Enns (925)
285-4693, or email
si024.680@gmail.com.

Lafayette Community Garden and
Outdoor Learning Center class
"Building Healthy Soil" from 1:30 to
3 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 9 at the
Lafayette Community Garden across
from the Reservoir. These classes are
interactive, informative and fun so
come join us and prepare to get your
hands dirty! It can be muddy and cold
in the winter so dress appropriately.
Classes are free although a $5 dona-
tion is appreciated. To register, visit
www.lafayettecommunitygarden.org,
and click on classes.

POLITICAL GATHERINGS

Inauguration Celebration Break-
fast and Watch Party. The breakfast,
which will be held Monday, Jan. 21
from 8 to 8:45 a.m. at the Lafayette
Library's Community Room, 3491
Mt. Diablo Blvd., will be hosted by
the Lamorinda Democratic Club to
honor President Barack Obama as he
is inaugurated for his second term in
office. You must RSVP to guarantee
a seat by contacting John Hall at jd-
hall@mac.com.

CLUBS

The Moraga Garden Club will hold
their monthly meeting at 10 a.m.
Thursday, Jan. 17 at the Holy Trinity
Cultural Center, 1700 School St.,
Moraga. Social hour begins at 9:30.
Speaker will be Brian Kemble from
Ruth Bancroft Gardens in Walnut
Creek on "A Succulent for every Gar-
den.” Those interested in attending
should call president Linda Foley at
(925) 376 2809.

Montelindo Garden Club. The club
will meet at 9 a.m. Friday, Jan. 18 at
the Orinda Community Church, 10
Irwin Way. The speaker, Don Dillon,
Jr. from Four Winds Growers, will
discuss growing citrus in the Bay
Area. For more info, call (925) 254-
3906.

Montelindo Garden Club Meeting
will discuss Gardens of Israel at 9
a.m. Friday, Feb. 15 at the Orinda
Community Church, 10 Irwin Way,
Orinda. For more info, call (925) 254-
3906.

Please submit events to:
calendar@lamorinda
weekly.com
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“Zero Dark Thirty’

By Derek Zemrak

i i

Photo courtesy Columbia Pictures

“: Z ero Dark Thirty” is

one of the most con-
troversial and highly antici-
pated films from San Carlos
native Kathryn Bigelow, who is
the first female to win an Oscar
for best director (“The Hurt
Locker”). “Zero Dark Thirty”
stars Oscar-nominated actress
Jessica Chastain (“The Help”)
as CIA agent, Maya, assigned
to track down America's most
wanted individual, Osama Bin
Laden. The film chronicles a
decade-long hunt for the al-
Qaceda leader after the Sept. 11,
2001attack on the United
States. It is controversial be-

cause of the classified informa-
tion detailed in the movie. How
did Oscar winner, producer and
writer Mark Boal (“The Hurt
Locker”) and Bigelow receive
so much classified informa-
tion? They will probably be ad-
dressing the United States
Congress on this issue.

“Zero Dark Thirty” is an
amazing film that will keep you
on the edge of your seat. The
movie is graphic, but as with
“The Hurt Locker,” the scenes
are displayed on the screen with
realism, superior editing and
excellent cinematography. This
movie is not for younger view-
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ers! Itisrated R for several rea-
sons including torture scenes,
violence, and strong language.

“Zero Dark Thirty” was
nominated for five Oscars in-
cluding Best Picture, Best
Screenplay, Best Sound Edit-
ing, Best Editing and Best Ac-
tress — Chastain. It is
astonishing that Bigelow did
not receive a Best Director
nomination. Will “Zero Dark
Thirty” win the Oscar for best
picture? No. Should it? Yes!
The film is long with a total
running time of 2 hours and 37
minutes.

Three historical movies are
nominated this year for Best
Picture at the Oscars — “Zero
Dark Thirty,” “Lincoln” and
“Argo.” I hope this is not how
Americans are receiving their
history lessons.

Derek Zemrak is a Film Critic,

Film Producer and Founder of
the California Independent Film

Festival. You can follow Derek
on Twitter (@zemrak for the lat-

est Hollywood news.

Excellent Care

Our mission is to provide personalized care,
help maintain independence and

enhance our client’s quality of life

¥ AT HOME on a daily basis.
- f s
il « Fully bonded and insured
— Supportive L
/ « Geriatric care management
e « Hourly care
At All Timas. « Live-in care
3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite D Lafayette o Tr an'sp or tatlo'n to and from
(beside Trader Joe’s) medical appointments

www.excellentcareathome.com « Medication reminders

- ; }. verynicepools.com
925-283-5180

[

U’ geito piay.

Established 1977 in Lafayette, California.
Serving the entire Contra Costa County
area and beyond.

Maintenance ¢ Repair ¢ Build

DIG BAND
BALL ROOM DANCE/JHOW

The New Rheem Theatre
350 Park Street, Moraga

Come swing with your friends and neighbors
or just watch the show!

Free Dance Lessons

Friday, ebruary 8th

Dance Lessons - optional from 7 PM to 8 PM
The dance will start at 8:00 PM
Cocktail bar opens at 7:30 PM.

Please join our 31 member band ages 14 to 92
and enjoy the show.

Tickets $10 at the door

or at the Lafayette Chamber of Commerce

Call 284-7404 for reservations
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Bursting With Ideas and Creativity, Here Comes The New Art Room

By Sophie Braccini

he talented artist who took over

The Art Room at 50 Lafayette
Circle (across from Chow), Carrie
Klein, has the desire and creative en-
ergy to offer an array of art classes
and collaborative working opportuni-
ties using a wide variety of media for
all ages and avenues of life.

“When Gigi (Voris) had to sell
The Art Room to move north and pro-
posed it to me, I hesitated,” remem-
bers Klein. “I have been an art
teacher, an artist, but never a business

person. But then I thought about all [
could do with it.”

Klein has a real passion for teach-
ing. She wants her students to enjoy
expressing their inner voice, whatever
their ability level and learning style.
She says that art is about the process.
“Art has its own language,” she says,
“and [ feel that when a child or an
adult is able to be enriched by that
process, if they want to stretch it fur-
ther and be more technical, then they
will seek that. But it is important to

let them be experimental and explor-
ing.”

She thinks that sometimes in
classes students are afraid to make
mistakes, but if they are allowed to go
with the process and not worry about
making a perfect scene and really
enjoy what’s happening, then they
start taking risks. “I can come up and
give an example, but I try to give only
a small one and then stop, so they cre-
ate their own voice.”

Klein honors her students’ way of

NEED LANDSCAPE HELP?
FLAN NOW with Calvin Craig Landscaping

AWARD-WINNING
DEEIEHE

GET STUNNING YEAE-EOQUND BEAUTY WITH
LOW WATEE USAGE AND MAINTENANCE
Fine and Organic Gardening Ser

Landscape Kenovation and Prainage Specialists

Call today for a FREE consultation

Horticulturi
Contractor

st * Designer

developing. “You have to read where
the students are, let them try different
approaches, so they find what will
allow them to progress,” she says.

As an artist, Klein was trained at
the California College of the Arts in
Oakland where she studied photogra-
phy, sculpture, welding and glass.
She incorporated glass into sculpture,
weaving and mixing it with metal.
She has been teaching for 15 years.

Students at The Art Studio range
in age from 4 to 80. Klein wants to
take what already exists in different
directions. She’d like to add “messy
art” for preschoolers, for example.
The teen studio is very successful, and
there is an adult studio offered on
Wednesday nights. But Klein would
like to add more evening adult
classes, such as visiting artist work-
shops.

“People love hands-on classes
with resident artists,” she says. Klein
wants to incorporate digital photogra-

Carrie Klein and Giéi Vo;is
phy as art, using it as mixed media;
she also wants to add ‘claymation’ (an
animation process using clay figures)
and classes for short movies, “some-
thing the teens are asking for,” she
says.

Another of Klein’s projects is to
start a class for special needs children.
“My brother John works with special
needs kids in San Francisco; we are
collaborating on designing that proj-
ect together,” she says. She wants to
be able to seek grants or financial aid
so she can offer classes to people
without much money, and would also
like to develop opportunities for local
artists.

“Since I've taken over, many
artists have come in wanting to know

PhotolAndy Scheck
where the other artists are on this side
of the tunnel because they all want to
be together.” Her dream is to add an
annex or studio to The Art Room for
glass and the steel works, and maybe
large ceramics, creating a place for
collaborative work. “We are creating
an avenue for art here, also with
music (Lamorinda Music is close
by),” she says. “It exists in San Fran-
cisco and the other side of the tunnel,
but not as much here.”

Visit The Art Room website at
www.theart-room.com to find new
class listings or to sign up for updates.

Lamorinda Weekly business articles are intended
to inform the community about local business
activities, not to endorse a particular company,
product or service.
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View our online portfolic at
www.Craiglandscaping.com

Peralta Construction

CUSTOM HOMES | ADDITIONS | REMODELING
owned and operated by Moraga resident

Pat Geoghegan

BUILDING THE BAY AREA FOR MORE THAN 20 YEARS

925.273.7692

www.peraltaconstruction.com

LeapFrog

Plumbing

To all of our Lamorinda

customers

You're the best! We thank
you for the privilege of

! “hoppin’ to it!” for you
this year. We wish you

! true peace, love and joy.
May you have a safe and

“ Plumb Hoppy”

Head Frog Mo Williams

Happy New Year!

Mo’s Holiday saving specials:

'LeapFrog Loot |

I $200 off

I tankless/hybrid

I water heater
installation

LeapFrog Loot

I $89o0ff Il $59 off

Any tank-type || | Anynew faucet
water heater

mstallatlon
m e . -

LeapFrog Loot |

or fixture I

installation '
I N ..

*1 coupon per service

We Hop To It!

FAMILY-OWNED & SERVING
LAMORINDA SINCE 1993

Plumb Hoppy
Gift Certificates
available

: ©9377-6600 :

CA Lic
929641

www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Studio E: Fitness for Moragans

1605 School Street (entrance on Country Club Drive)
(925) 388-6799

www.studio-e-moraga.com
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Eileen Alford motivates a group of clients on a frosty Moraga

morning next to Si Si Caffe. Photo Sophie Braccini

FEileen Alford opened a new personal training studio Jan.
14 in Moraga, near Si Si Caffe on Country Club Drive. The
Moraga mother of three is a certified trainer who’s worked
many years in that field, for other clubs and for individual
clients, and decided it was time to have her own place.
“There was a niche for this kind of place in Moraga,” she
says, “something centrally located, convenient and friendly,
where people can come for individual training or group
classes and that does not require a membership.” Alford
teaches personal training and some of the classes; she is
also partnering with other professionals for specific classes
such as yoga. Her highlight classes are Tabata, high-impact
interval training that involves 20 seconds of quick intense
movements followed by 10 seconds of rest — an excellent
way to improve cardio and strength, according to Alford —
Body Sculpt that blends pilates and barre work, a boot
camp, and a TRX/cycle combination class. Classes start
at 5:30 a.m. for those who want to train before work, the
last group classes start at 6 p.m., and the gym closes at §
p.m. Her clients range in age from 30 to over 70.

Barbacoa Adds Standard Fare to Menu

2 Theatre Square, #30, Orinda

(925) 254-1183

barbacoaorinda.com

Barbacoa, the new Mexican restaurant that opened at The-
atre Square last year, started with a very innovative menu
for Lamorinda. Centered around authentic Mexican cuisine
and techniques, it did not offer what many Californians
equate with Mexican food. Recently, restaurant owners
Michael and Victor Ivry decided to add standard “Mexican”
fare like quesadillas, burritos, enchiladas and fajitas to the
menu. Patrons can still find Barbacoa’s authentic food on
the menu under “Mexican Specialties.” The duo also intro-
duced Littles and Middles menus for kids and teens.

Buckley Joins Coldwell Banker’s Orinda Office

5 Moraga Way, Orinda

(925) 253-4600

Kirsten Buckley has joined Coldwell Banker Residential
Brokerage as a sales associate in its Orinda office. “Kirsten
is bright, energetic and works tremendously hard to meet
and exceed the expectations of homebuyers and sellers,”
said Valerie Cook-Watkins, manager of the company’s
Orinda office. Prior to joining Coldwell Banker, Buckley
worked as a marketing coordinator for the Elena Hood Real
Estate Group. Buckley is an active member of the Moraga
community and has served on many boards, including
Moraga Education Foundation, Camino Pablo PTA and the
Campolindo High School Sports Boosters. Buckley may
be reached directly at (510) 612-6173 and via e-mail at
Kirsten@0Orinda.com.

Home Expo

The second annual Home Expo is scheduled for Sunday,
Jan. 27 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Veterans Memorial
Building, 3780 Mt. Diablo Blvd. in Lafayette. The event is
free and open to the public. For information, visit
www.lamorindawebhomeexpo.com.

News from the three Chambers of Commerce
Lafayette

During the holiday season the Chamber and the Try
Lafayette First committee encouraged residents to shop lo-
cally and take a chance at winning cash prizes. “Many of
our neighbors participated by spending at least $150 at three
different kinds of businesses,” said Chamber’s Executive
Director Jay Lifson. “They turned in their receipts that
came from over 175 different local merchants. Congratu-
lations to our winners!” Kathy Korpell was the winner and
received a $500 visa card to be used in Lafayette. Over the
holiday season, Korpell shopped at Open Sesame, Mc-
Caulou’s, Clocks Etc., Tulip, Bedazzled, Wine Thieves,
Sharp Bicycle, Hank and Frank Bicycles, Papillon, Story-
teller, Way Side Inn Thrift Shop, Trader Joe’s, Elmwood
Stationers, Artisan Bistro, Pizza Antica, Amarin Thai,
Postino and Chow. Lea Mason won second prize and a
$250 card, Rebecca Ayverdi took third place and left with
a $100 card. “Shopping local supports the culture of a vi-
brant downtown filled with a wide variety of unique busi-
nesses and boutiques,” added Lifson. ‘It creates local jobs,
keeps our tax-base strong by circulating money in our town
versus sending it elsewhere, supports businesses that gen-
erously donate to local schools and non-profits, and reduces
the carbon footprint.”

Moraga

Congratulations to Bill Snider, owner of Moraga Hardware
and Lumber, the newly-elected Business Person of the Year.
A celebratory dinner will be held in February.

General membership meeting at the Hacienda at 7:30 a.m.
Saturday, Jan. 26, starting with breakfast in the Mosaic
Room. Meeting starts at 8 a.m. and will feature Assem-
blyperson Joan Buchanan. Buchanan will also meet with
interested residents at 10 a.m. that day at Terzetto, by reser-
vation  only. For  reservations,  contact
Assemblymember.Buchanan@assembly.ca.gov.

Orinda

Orinda In-Home Business Owners Reception

The first Orinda In-Home Business Owners Reception will
be held from 5:30 to 7 p.m. Feb. 5 at Citibank, 37 Orinda
Way in Orinda. “This is the first time we are focusing on
business people who work from their home,” said Sue
Breedlove, former Chamber president. “It is a new year and
we want to involve different kinds of people, getting to
know them, understand what they need and hear their ideas
about moving businesses forward in Orinda.” The Cham-
ber is partnering with Rotary for outreach and with Citibank
to host the meeting. Breedlove said the hardest part was
identifying the business owners; a license is not required
in Orinda, but the Chamber managed to put together an in-
vitation list of 75 people. Anyone who fits the category of
in-home business owner is invited to join this free meeting.
“I hope everyone will get the opportunity to introduce
themselves and give their ‘elevator speech,” said
Breedlove. “There will be nibbles and drinks. We will have
a good time.”

The Orinda Chamber elected a new president, Sylvia Jor-
gensen, Financial Advisor with the Hurd Jorgensen
Group/Merrill Lynch Wealth Management.

If you have a business brief to share, please contact
Sophie Braccini at sophie@lamorindaweekly.com
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SMC Clutch in Final Seconds;
Beat the Zags
Gaels undefeated in WCC

By Simon Tryzna

Junior guard Jackie Nared led the Gaels with 17 points and nine rebounds in the win.

fter navigating a difficult non-

conference slate and earning a
9-3 record, the Gaels opened up con-
ference play with two huge road vic-
tories over Loyola Marymount and
San Francisco to improve to 11-3 on
the season. Their reward for two
tough road matchups was a home date
with rival Gonzaga (12-5), who en-
tered the game undefeated in confer-
ence play.

The Gaels stepped up to the chal-
lenge and continued their winning
ways, improving to 3-0 in conference
play. Junior forward Danielle
Mauldin hit the game-tying and go-
ahead free throws with 18.8 seconds
remaining and junior guard Jackie
Nared put the game away with two
late free-throws to give Saint Mary’s
a 54-51 win.

“I am so happy we pulled it off,”
said Mauldin. “T just did not want to
lose to Gonzaga. 1 was going to do
anything to pull off the game.”

Mauldin and Nared led the way
with a combined 29 points and 28 re-
bounds.

“It was a battle,” said Nared. “We
worked hard. We talked about how
we wanted to come out with a lot of
energy.”

The Gaels used that energy to
build a 29-24 lead at halftime.

But the energy seemed to disap-
pear as the second half opened and the
Zags used a 10-0 run to give them-
selves a five point lead. A three
pointer with 8:01 left gave the visitors
their largest lead of the game at 46-
38. Then the Gaels’ energy returned.

“We started to pick it up when we
had work to do,” said Nared.

Senior guard Kate Gaze hit a
three and Mauldin made a pair of free
throws to cut the lead to within three.
After both teams traded buckets,
sophomore forward Carli Rosenthal
hit a pair of free throws to make it a
one point game, 47-48.

With the Gaels down 48-51, Gaze
hit a jump shot to trim the deficit to
one. Saint Mary’s had two looks to
score the go-ahead basket, but missed
both shots.

However, with 18.8 seconds left,
Mauldin was fouled after grabbing a
key offensive rebound. To the delight
of the home crowd, she made both of
her free throws to give the Gaels a 52-
51 lead.

“We constantly work on free
throws,” said head coach Paul
Thomas after the game. “We shoot
pressure free throws every single day
and it has paid off in the last couple of

Junior forward Danielle Mauldin tied a career-high, notching 17 rebounds.

Photos Tod Fierner
days.”

With time left remaining, Gon-
zaga was able to draw up a play and
got a good look at a go-ahead basket.
They missed the shot and Nared got
the rebound. She was immediately
fouled and proceeded to make her two
free throws to give the Gaels the win.

“It was obviously very exciting to
get the win,” said Thomas. “I think
our kids feel really, really good about
it.”

The Gaels host USD (2-2 in
WCC) on Jan. 17 at 7 p.m. and Pep-
perdine (1-2 in WCC) on Jan. 19 at 2
p.m.

Drainage Systems

e Standing Water Problems Eliminated

* Sump Pump Service, Repairs & Replacement
* Drainage Inspections & Reports

® Retaining Walls

* Grading
The first and only D E 'NADE
C in th AI
Ba;rzrr)gzr:}(l)lf?erizg RAlNWATER CanTROL PRDOS
a 5 Year No Lic. #512288
Standing Wat
Under e House | 929-944-5263
Guarantee” drainagepros.com

*Our 5 year guarantee s offered to
qualified clients who follow our repair
recommendations completly

visit us on A+
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Craftsmanship
The Atlas Heating Standard

George C Tuck, founder of Atlas Heating Co. in 1908.

It’s time to get comfortable.™

'ATLAS

Heating and Air Conditioning Company
Family owned since 1908 ¢ CA Lic #489501

« YORK 925-944-1122

Mg & Lo aeaitaiong www.atlasheating.com

Total Clean 376-1004
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Miramonte and Acalanes Hit the Mat

Submitted by Kristen Corell

Sophomore Sam Field works to pin his Acalanes opponent.

Photo Kristen Corell

Miramonte wrestling traveled to take on local rival Acalanes on Jan. 10. Miramonte came away with a

42-30 win in the dual-meet.

Kyle Davis

Mortgage Consultant/Owner/Partner

Lamorinda Resident Since 1995
DRE License #01111347/NMLS #274107

Direct: 925-314-5299
Kyle@Stonecastle-LHF.com

319 Diablo Rd., Ste 103 - Danville « CA DRE Lic. # 01327738, NMLS#280803
RATES HAVE NEVER BEEN LOWER!

30 YEAR FIXED RATE TO
$1,000,000!
3.875% 13.875% APR

GREAT CONFORMING RATES!

Fixed Rates to $417,000 Fixed Rates to $625,500
RATE APR RATE APR

30 Year Fixed | 3.375% 3.375% 3.500% 3.500%
15 Year Fixed | 2.750% 2.750% 2.875% 2.875%

“PROVIDING PREMIER LOAN PRODUCTS AND SERVICE FROM
THE MOST EXPERIENCED AND SOLUTION-ORIENTED
PROFESSIONALS IN YOUR COMMUNITY.”

Call 925-314-5299 for Today’s Quote!

Dexter Honens 11
REAL ESTATE BROKER

Office: (925) 253-2148
Cell: (510) 918-8911
Email: honens@pacbell.net

REAL ESTATE

Serving clients, friends and family in your neighborhood since 1989.

This is not a loan commitment, nor is it a guarantee of any kind. This comparison is based solely on estimated figures
and information available at the time of production. Interest rate is subject to borrower and property qualifying.
Stonecastle Land and Home Financial, Inc. is an Equal Opportunity Lender.
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Lady Mats Dominate DFAL Play

By Simon Tryzna

Carly Gill #13

fter posting a 31-2 record last

season and advancing to the

state championship game, the Mira-

monte Matadors have reloaded and

are once again proving themselves the

team to beat. The Mats are 14-1 over-
all and 3-0 in DFAL play.

In preseason play, the Mats were

the runner-up in the Nike Tournament

of Champions in Phoenix and took

)

Photos Kevin Nguyen

home the championship at the Bay
Area’s West Coast Jamboree. They
were named fifth best team by Cal-Hi
Sports.

“There are a lot of good teams
ahead of us, and a lot of good teams
behind us,” said Miramonte’s head
coach Kelly Sopak on the ranking.

With the high ranking come high
expectations and the Mats did not dis-

appoint as they dismantled the visit-
ing Knights of Las Lomas 90-20 in
their league opener Jan. 7. Two days
later, the Mats traveled to Acalanes
and had no problem with the host
Dons, winning 81-20.

Led by senior point guard Carly
Gill, Miramonte used a barrage of
three pointers and stifling defense to
race out to a 20-0 lead that would ex-
tend to 50-8 at half-time.

Knowing that any team can be
upset any night, and keeping in mind
that No. 25 in the country Cardonelet
was upset by Monte Vista just the
night before, Sopak wanted to make
a statement.

“This is a league game,” said
Sopak. “The kids just come in and
they know it’s one game at a time and
they do a really good job of that. It
doesn’t mean anything if you are a fa-
vorite. It’s high school basketball.”

After a competitive third quarter,
Miramonte outscored Acalanes 15-2
to take home the 81-20 win.

The Dons are missing Molly
Martin, a player who coach Chris
Russell described as a “walking dou-
ble-double.” Martin is out for the sea-
son with a knee injury.

“We’ve had some injury issues as
well as some self-inflicted things that
have kept us from not quite playing

7 925-377-0977

our best basketball during the presea-
son,” said Russell. “I thought we
played a really soft schedule and
should have won a minimum of ten
games heading into league instead of
being 7-7.”

Despite the blowout loss, Russell
found this to be a good lesson for his
team. “This game is just to make us
tougher and better for games that we
should win,” he explained. “I think
we should challenge everyone else
just fine.”

Miramonte took on Campolindo
Jan. 11. The Cougars played a tough
preseason schedule as well and pro-
vided the toughest competition the
Mats have faced in league play this
season. While the Mats used their sti-
fling full-court press to cause Campo
turnovers, they were plagued by poor
shooting, which allowed Campolindo
to hang in the game.

However, whenever the Cougars
got a basket and some momentum,
the Mats quickly pushed the ball up
court and scored a basket of their
own. Freshman guard Keanna Delos
Santos led the way for the Mats, who
led 42-21 at the half and wound up
winning the game, 79-48.

Despite the loss, Campolindo
coach Elgin Leslie was proud of the
way his team played and strongly be-
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lieves his team has what it takes to
finish close to the top of the league
standings.

“We have the goal of improving
with each game, and I think we have
done that,” said Leslie. “Every game
presents a tough challenge, so we
must keep improving to keep pace
with the teams in our league.”

The next rivalry game is on Jan.
22 when Campolindo hosts Acalanes
at 7 p.m.

Cougars Remain Undefeated

By Marissa Harnett

he New Year marks the mid-
way point in the high school
soccer season. January also brings
Lamorinda rivals back to the turf for
the second round of games. The
Acalanes girls hosted undefeated
Campolindo on Jan. 11. Miramonte
takes on Campo Jan. 18 and then
hosts Acalanes on Jan. 25.
Current standings place Campo at
the top with a 6-0-1 league record and
8-0-2 overall. Acalanes sits at the bot-

Julia Reshke #2 hada ha tric in the 5-1 win oer Acalanes. -

Photo Any Scheck
tom of DFAL with 1-5-1, but overall
the Lady Dons boast a 6-6-2 record.
Miramonte is in the middle with 2-4-
1 and 3-5-1 overall.

However, records are often not a
true reflection of the level of play.
“We have had some tough matches
where we have played well and cre-
ated more opportunities than our op-
ponent, but suffered a close loss or
tie,” Acalanes head coach Tom
Ginocchio commented.

Despite Acalanes and Campo oc-
cupying opposite ends of the stand-
ings, Friday night’s re-match
promised to be competitive. In their
first face-off in December, Acalanes
handed Campo their only league tie
this season. Both coaches recognize
that the competition is strong and
games hinge on converting scoring
opportunities into actual results. “On
any given day, anyone can give you a
battle...every game has the possibil-
ity of not going your way,” Cam-
polindo’s head coach Ernesto Silva
explained.

The Cougars came out of the gate
strong on Friday. Just one minute into
the game, Campo had an early break-
away to score with a low shot to the
right corner. Ten minutes later, junior
Julia Reshke duplicated the first goal
as part of her eventual hat trick for the
night.

Acalanes had some good chances
to score, but they could not penetrate
the Cougar defense.

Toward the end of the half
Campo’s goalkeeper, senior Sophie
Leksan, left her net to take a free kick
at goal in an attempt to notch one
more for the Cougars. The attempt
was blocked, giving Acalanes a
chance at an empty net, but Campo
raced back to defend. The half ended
with Campo up, 3-0.

After the break, the girls came

back fighting to create an opening to
score. Half way through, Acalanes’
patience paid off.  Senior Becca
Bostwick snuck the ball along the
right side of the net to cut the lead 1-
3. However, Campo came back and
scored two more to end the game 5-
L.

Ginocchio was disappointed with
the loss. “It was a tough result, giving
up that early goal really was not the
tone I wanted to start the game,” he
said.

Still, Ginocchio believes in his
players. “We have a solid group of
girls...we have the ability to be very
good, just have to keep working.”

Annie Loose #6

Silva credits Campo’s success to
how quickly the players have come
together. “This team is one of the
most cohesive teams I’ve had in the
11-12 years I’ve been coaching,” he
said. “The talent is high and we have
many great players.”

On Jan. 18, Miramonte will have
a chance to break Campo’s six-game
winning streak. Coach Mohamed
Mohamed, back after a two-year hia-
tus, will attempt to lead the Lady
Mats to victory. Miramonte held
Campo to a tight 2-0 result in their
first match, but will need to play at a
high level to stop the Cougars.

Miramonte Splits Rivalry Series

By Michael Sakoda

Matt McCue #45

Photo Andy Scheck

B oys’ basketball DFAL play began last
week with two rivalry games for the Lam-
orinda schools. Acalanes (6-10) played host to
Miramonte (8-8) on Jan. 9 and then on Friday,
Jan. 11, Miramonte traveled to take on Campo
(11-4).

The Mats split the rivalry series. They
earned the 61-47 win against the Dons, but
dropped their match-up against the Cougars, 54-
66.

Prior to the matchup, Acalanes head coach
Darrell Hirashima said his team has struggled
this year. “The guys are still learning how to ex-
ecute under pressure,” he commented. “We
need to be able to run our offense, play hard-
nosed defense, and that hasn’t always hap-
pened.”

Another factor in the Dons’ struggle is that
junior center Buster Souza has been the focus
of most defenses throughout the preseason.
“He’s always going against two, sometimes
three guys,” Hirashima explained.

The match-up against Miramonte was no
exception.

“Acalanes has a really nice center in Buster
Souza, and we played a team defense against
him,” Miramonte head coach Drew McDonald
noted after the game.

“This was a big win for us,” said McDon-
ald. ““...we had good performances from a num-
ber of our guys. ..across the board we had a nice
team effort.”

Miramonte traveled to take on Campo just
two days later.

The Mats controlled through much of the
first half; scoring six unanswered points to start
the game, and led 17-10 after the first quarter.
Through the second quarter, the teams traded
baskets, getting 10 points each from Campo’s
sophomore guard Matt O’Reilly (18 total), and
Mats’ senior forward Kiran Shastri (19 total).

With just under a minute to play in the half,
Cougar senior Matt McCue drew a charge
forcing Shastri to the bench with his third foul.
A few plays later, McCue scored off a Jack
Evans steal, cutting the Miramonte lead to two.

At the half, the Cougars trailed 30-26. “We
didn’t give up our composure, and we stayed
with what we do,” said Campolindo head
coach Matt Watson.

Campo opened the second half on a 13-0
run. Miramonte’s subsequent 6-0 run was si-
lenced by a three from O’Reilly.

The Cougars led 47-39 heading into the
fourth. Miramonte returned to their first half
execution about midway through the quarter,
and cut the Campo lead to six with under a
minute to play, but the Cougars held on, beat-
ing the Mats 66-54.

“This group has struggled with patience all
year,” McDonald said of Campo’s second half
burst. “(Campo) picked up their pace...our
shot selection got worse, and the tempo got
away from us.”

“We needed to be fundamentally sound,”
said Watson after the game. “I gave them an
earful at halftime, and they responded.”

With 10 games to go in the season, all three

teams are looking good. Acalanes notched its
sixth win Friday against Dougherty Valley,
Campo’s tough preseason seems to be paying
dividends, and Miramonte is working Kiran
Shastri back into the rotation. He missed the
last month with tendonitis in his knee.
Rivalry games resume on Jan. 22 when
Acalanes faces Campolindo at 5:30 p.m.

Buster Souza #1
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Lamorinda Rugby Celebrates 32 years

Submitted by Doug Pearson

www.lamorindaweekly.com Page:

amorinda Rugby celebrated its

32nd year by holding its Open-

ing Club Day at Wilder Park on Jan.
6.

Around 250 players from six

years old to 18 years old participated

in the event. As part of the Club Day

tradition, the athletes practiced to-
gether, took team and club photos,
watched an exhibition match played
by their coaches, enjoyed BBQ hot
dogs and earned prizes in the rugby
carnival. Lamorinda’s youth season
starts Jan. 13 in Pleasanton.
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Poto Kaen Drinkwater

Lamorinda U11s Finish
Second in State Cup

Submitted by Matt Hansen

Back row, from left: Shane Nelson, Kyle Jasper, Kai DiGrande, Vincent Bianchina,
Jack Muren, Nicolas Bamont, Coach Roberto Zambrano; middle row: Jack
Daugherty, Kellen Clancy; front row: Mark McCurdy, Brett Donat, Erik Voss, Sean

Donovan, Owen Hansen, Luke Miles

he Lamorinda Ul1 boys’ soc-

cer team concluded a strong
season this month. Coached by
Roberto Zambrano, the team com-
piled a 9-1 record en route to a first
place finish in the Ul1 Boys NorCal
Premier league Gold Division. By
playing their possession-style soccer,
Lamorinda outscored their opponents
39-15 in league play. In State Cup

Photo Matt Hansen

play, the boys earned a 5-0-1 record
before defeating a Stockton soccer
club 5-0 in the quarterfinals. In the
semifinals, Lamorinda prevailed 3-1
over Burlingame. In the Champi-
onship, Lamorinda fought hard but
eventually fell 2-0 to Folsom on Dec.
16. The Lamorinda boys ended the
season with an impressive 22-7-1
overall record.

DESIGN
INSTALLATION
IRRIGATION
DRAINAGE
STONEWORK
CONCRETE WORK
DECKS
FENCES
PATIOS
LAWNS
PONDS
CLEANUP &
HAULING

925-258-9233
CELL: 510-847-6160
LANDSCAPE COMPANY INC.

BLUE JAY FELDMAN
OWNER/OPERATOR

WWW.BLUERIDGELC.COM

LICENSED
INSURED
Lic# 818633

CLCA

\%

Bentley Girls Basketball

Submitted by Clay Kallam

hile the Bentley boys’ bas-

ketball team has gotten a lot
of attention, even that 15-0 start can’t
overshadow the progress of the girls’
basketball team.

With only two seniors and one
Junior on its roster, the young team is
laying a foundation this season.

At 7-8, the girls have already sur-
passed last year’s win total. Bentley
capped their preseason with a second-
place finish in the Garnet Division of
the West Coast Jamboree (WCJ).

U
S

Freshman Sydney Adams is averaging 13.8 ppg.

Photo Gary Jung

Senior Jane Baffi and freshman
Sydney Adams, both all-tourney at
the WCJ, lead Bentley in scoring.
Bafti averages 14.0 ppg and Adams
adds 13.8 ppg.

Tina Chapman adds on the defen-
sive end, averaging 8.6 rebounds per
game, while blocking on average 2.5
shots per game.

The competition in the Bay
Counties League-East will test them
the rest of the way, but the improve-
ment in this year’s team is clear.

ORINDA TIRE & WHEEL

at 76 Gas Station
"On your Side for the Ride"

e Quer 400 Major Brands in Stock!
e Open 7 Days a Week
o FREE Tire Inspection
e Free Tire AIR

67 Moraga Way, Orinda
(9295) 253-1199

Lowest Price In Town

Free Brake | $40Dollars0ff | Rotation &
Inspection | on any set Balance

20%0f ™ $19.99 |

Mew Clisnts Only
Tax and Environmeantal b =
bawe Climnts Cinly
[ Expires: 06/2013

Foies Exira

Expires: 06/2013 Expires: 06/2013

STEADAUTO.COM presents

SAINT MARY’'S COLLEGE
36th ANNUAL CAR DRAWING

THIS CAR CAN BE YOURS!

Grand Prize Choice af

the ALL-MNEW 203

DODGE DART _
OR 520,000 CASH o <=

| —

R —

Wi reaponsible Bos
wlalratkan, lloarss b

and lanoa)

Additional
prizes include:

$1,000 cash, $500 cash & more

Proceeds benefit the Saint Mary's College Gael Athletic Fund

SATURDAY,

FEBRUARY 2, 2013

2 PM. RECEPTION 3:45 PM. CAR DRAWING
SODA CENTER, SAINT MARY'S COLLEGE CAMPUS

COST: 5150 PERTICKET: LMITED TO THE FIRST GO0 TICKETS SOLD

CALL (925) 631-8744 FOR MORE INFORMATION:
VISIT stmarys-ca.edu/cardrawing TO BUY YOURTICKET ONLINE.




Page: C4

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

www.lamorindaweekly.com

)

WW

DITDORAPHEY S WORKELSNDRPY
Doyt Mixs Efnis Oypportuity)
Thaess i@ i by workshogn Beamy will fes cffeing m 301 )
| & i 1 Farniirmeninl o o sl phin o adny, s Sharhe nde s o peoget

cirrerin Edivlirenl and The AR of chealing Esaiil Bul mage

HWegnesdoy Cioss ST T LAV
Mareh & 15 20837 March @, 16, 23 & 30
A Clavtses - 2 ¥ hoiars each | $125 pey class or 5375 per 16vies

Breedlove

Health, Life; Long-Term Care
Businesses, Families, Individuals
B725-254-626F = wwvaww heeedloveinsuranoe com

Insurance Services

" 925-377-0977
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Valentine’s Day will be here soon!

Order flowers NOW for VIP service & quality.
925-258-9967

EXQUISITE FLOWERS « EXCITING DESIGNS
EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE « AFFORDABLY PRICED

T

Theatre Square, Orinda ¢ www.AnahidDesigns.com

SHOP
ORINDA

= THEATRE 54, 151
ORINDA, Ca 34563

REFRPLIBLIC
OF 825.254.3900
CAHE REFLUBLICOFCAKE, CGM

EAST BAY TREE SERVICE

www.eastbaytreeservice.com

377-TREE (8733)

Fine pruning
Large hazardous tree removal
Brush and Stump removal

Check your contractor at www.checkthelicensefirst.com

24/7 AIRPORTS & LOCAL

(925) 482-7112
(925) 253-TAXI (8294)

orindataxi@gmail.com  www.orindataxi.com

Orinda Uillage f—'knhquns

Uihing ea
in the

.-r"""-"""“-

Lnglish Manner | - ::gg-n_-_-l
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Mon. - Sat. 11 to 6 or by appointment
107 Orinda Way ¢ Orinda ¢ 925.254.2206

Coming Soon!
.2013-2014 Chamber Directory

* Free listing for all members
* 10,000 copies printed and
distributed

* For advertising call
925-377-0977

We’re more than a
dependable health
professional.
We’re also your
personal
health advisor.

PHARMARE
(Ciaping "r:%‘f'ﬂl_l,_.ii‘m

Alan Wong, R.Ph.
282 Village Square, Orinda  (925) 254-1211
The Pharmacy That’s All About Your Health*™

Save Gas
Save Money
Save Time

Shop your local McCaulou’s

AT ORINDA THEATRE SQUARE IT’S ALL GOOD. Casual, yet upscale dining with a menu for every taste. An eclectic blend of
boutiques and health & beauty services. And all the latest movie releases at an iconic Bay Area theater. With so many new
and exciting restaurants and shops, all conveniently located, there are so many reasons to think inside The Square!

FOLLOW US ON:

PIE]

CONVENIENT LOCATION

Park P lace m

WlE, F'H ADVISORS, 1N

e Retirement & Income Planning e Estate Planning
e Charitable Planning ¢ Educational Funding

401K Rollover Specialists
18 Orinda Way, Orinda ® 925-254-7766 ° www.thegannetts.com

Registered Principals with and Securities offered through Foothill Securities Investing in
your future since 1962, Member FINRA, SIPC

The BookStore
in village square!
178 ¥Willage Saqeare. Cirinada, CA T45EN
W14 254.TEDE

- ok oA
5 -rl_'.d;”;"
il

TR COMPLETE COMMUNITY BOOKITORE

Say Hreahome
cempanions

i -THETHE Tl Y D

Affordable, Competent,
Warm & Compassionate
Adult Care

925-330-3999

www.bayareahomecompanions.com

To advertise on
Shop Orinda call
925.377.0977

KASPER’S HOT DOG

COMPANY

LAVA PIT
HAWAIIAN GRILL

LIVING LEAN
ORINDA THEATRE
ORINDA TRAVEL
PETRA CAFE
REPUBLIC OF CAKE
SERIKA

SHELBY’S

THINK
INSIDE
THE
SQUARE

| COMPLIMENTARY PARKING |

on Mon-Sat 11- 8 Sun 11-7
Theatre Square, Orinda (next to the Orinda Theater)

WALK FROM BART

. CHECK OUT
THE SQUARE’S
COMMERCIAL

ORINDA THEATRE SQUARE

THE GOOD LIFE ALL SQUARED AWAY. orindatheatresquare.com
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Counter Intelligence: Kitchen Surface
Choices Abound

By Cathy Dausman

itchen countertops may
have disappeared under
decorations and piles of

dishes as families gathered to celebrate
the holidays, but wiping the crumbs
away and scrubbing the surfaces clean
may have left you pining for a newer
surface.

Take your pick!

Durability, heat-resistance, crack
resistance, cost, looks and availability
all figure into choosing a surface with
which to clad your countertops. Orig-
inal kitchen counters in older Lamor-
inda houses were likely made of
laminate or tile. An inexpensive mate-
rial, laminate has such a low heat re-
sistance that even a hot beverage
could discolor or crack the surface.

Laminate is still available today
in ready-made lengths at home im-
provement stores. Orindan Robin
Bradley’s kitchen is “vintage 1958,
and still has the eight-inch white tiles
to prove it. She saysit still looks pretty
good. “It’s basic, durable, and you can
scrub it,” Bradley says. The downfall
with a tile surface is the grout, which
over time becomes stained or deteri-
orates.

Moraga resident Suzanne Bare chose black "Galaxy" granite to emphasize her black and white kitchen remodel.

"I love how the light reflects,” she said. Photo Cathy Dausman - continued on page D4
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RESEENTIAN BRORTRALE

VLATKA BATHGATE

IF I HAD A BUYER FOR YOUR

HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?
Call me at 925 597 1573

DRE#01390784

TIBREE™ ™ in

132 Overhill Rd, Orinda
x : ? .

in January
2013

Sale Pending, Representing Seller,
Sold before going on MLS

1002 Santa Monica, Pleasant Hill | 1330 Evergreen Dr, Concord

o SRS

Duplex- representing Buyer- Orinda
investor

Sale Pending- representing Buyer-
Orinda investor

VLATKA CAN HELPYOUWITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.
WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded

City Last reported: LOWEST AMOUNT: HIGHEST AMOUNT:
LAFAYETTE 13 $441,000 $1,482,500
MORAGA 13 $128,000 $1,200,000
ORINDA 9 $740,000 $1,150,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax in-
formation shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained
from public county records and is provided to us by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

850 Acalanes Road, $585,000, 2 Bdrms, 2081 SqFt, 1957 YrBIt, 12-3-12;
Previous Sale: $26,000, 07-07-70

14 Burnt Oak Circle, $1,482,500, 4 Bdrms, 2869 SqFt, 2008 YrBlt, 12-3-12;
Previous Sale: $729,000, 09-18-02

211 Contessa Court, $1,070,000, 4 Bdrms, 1952 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 12-11-12;
Previous Sale: $700,000, 06-12-02

3411 Echo Springs Road, $1,803,000, 4 Bdrms, 3302 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 12-12-12;
Previous Sale: $475,000, 03-27-98

1650 Foothill Park Circle, $697,000, 4 Bdrms, 2041 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 12-7-12;
Previous Sale: $340,000, 06-24-94

464 Helen Avenue, $441,000, 3 Bdrms, 1651 SqFt, 1951 YrBIt, 12-3-12;
Previous Sale: $510,000, 12-08-00

8 Moss Lane, $560,000, 2 Bdrms, 1559 SqFt, 1987 YrBlt, 12-7-12;
Previous Sale: $530,000, 02-24-04

837 Reliez Station Road, $670,000, S Bdrms, 2481 SqFt, 1949 YrBIt, 12-3-12;
Previous Sale: $188,500, 03-20-89

357 Shire Oaks Court, $760,000, 3 Bdrms, 1380 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 12-14-12;
Previous Sale: $865,000, 06-06-08

590 Silverado Drive, $950,000, 3 Bdrms, 2012 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 12-3-12;
Previous Sale: $190,000, 02-18-82

1S Surmont Court, $999,000, 3 Bdrms, 2898 SqFt, 1972 YrBIt, 12-11-12

3278 Sweet Drive, $995,000, 4 Bdrms, 1798 SqFt, 1950 YiBlt, 12-14-12;
Previous Sale: $515,000, 12-27-01

3926 Woodside Court, $1,350,000, 6 Bdrms, 4082 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 12-10-12;
Previous Sale: $1,409,000, 02-22-07

MORAGA

107 Alta Mesa Court, $865,000, 3 Bdrms, 1954 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 12-4-12;
Previous Sale: $343,000, 03-17-95

122 Ascot Court #A, $128,000, 1 Bdrms, 858 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 12-4-12

831 Augusta Drive, $759,000, 2 Bdrms, 2142 SqFt, 1978 YiBlt, 12-13-12;
Previous Sale: $750,000, 08-03-04

109 Brookline Street, $775,000, 2 Bdrms, 1887 SqFt, 1984 YrBlt, 12-7-12;
Previous Sale: $410,000, 06-27-97

767 Camino Ricardo, $950,000, S Bdrms, 2199 SqFt, 1964 YrBIt, 12-11-12;
Previous Sale: $888,500, 05-01-12

... continued on page D11

Lamorinda Foreclosures recorded
MORAGA

Ascot Court #2, 94556, Federal Home Loan Mortgage, 12-10-12, $401,78S5,
945 sf, 2 bd

LAFAYETTE

Gloria Terrace, 94549, US Bank, 12-03-12, $1,179,210, 2848 sf, 4 bd



KURT PIPER GROUP

The real estate market is changing and so is the way business is getting done.

At KPG, we recognize that Team and Group concepts in our industry are now the norm. Some
Teams simply have support staff for singular agents while other Groups are made up of
individual agents who collaborate and share their expertise to better serve their clients.

At KPG we collaborate.
In the fourth quarter of 2012, the Kurt Piper Group placed 10 homes into contract and we feel
this surge of activity will confinue. At KPG we are bullish on the 2013 Lamorinda real estate

market and predict prices will rise 5%.

Learn more about KPG and our affiliation with Pacific Union International by visiting
www.KurtPiperGroup.com.

KURT PIPER GROUP PACIFIC

Kurt Piper, Broker Associate INTERNATIONAL
Christine Gallegos | Leslie Piper
Amy Price | Scott Sans

925.818.8000

PacUnion.com
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What to expect
in 2013

By Andi Peterson Brown
/ I Ye 2012 Lamorinda real estate market

came in like a lamb and out like a
lion, with sales volume up almost 25% and
the median sales price up 4.5% as
compared to 2011. As the market emerges
from its winter hibernation and we gear up
for the 2013 spring season, we expect to see
this momentum continue. In addition, we
can expect:
¢ Buyers. There are buyers. Lots of
buyers. Economic uncertainty has created
years of pent up demand, and buyers are
increasingly coming back into the
marketplace.

e Competition.  There is a high
likelihood that buyers will find themselves
in multiple offer situations. With low
inventory, it is vital for buyers to have all
their ducks in a row and write strong, clean
offers with preapproval letters attached.

* Low Interest Rates. Rates are
expected to remain at historical lows,
making 2013 a very attractive year to buy.
There are new regulations in the 2014
pipeline for jumbo loan qualifications that
might make it tougher to qualify. The loan
documentation/underwriting process will
remain rigorous.

*  Quick Sales. Sellers of properly priced
and marketed homes should expect to see
their homes sell quickly. See the three
bullet points above!

In addition, I'm happy to talk in more
detail about the market if you have further
questions.

Real Estate Broker
AndiBrownHomes.com
925.818.4588

R
DRE# 01738605 ey e
real local ® real knowledge  real value

©2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell
Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate
LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT

LLC. DRE License # 01908304
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Counter Intelligence: Kitchen Surface Choices Abound
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“Before" shot of a 1970s era fused acrylic solid surface counter. Photos Cathy Dausman

.

The "after" photo of the acrylic fused counter tops
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Counter Intelligence: Kitchen
Surface Choices Abound

... continued from page D1

When asked to select a new countertop material, Bradley replied “I'd probably
choose a new synthetic recycled material.” Some homeowners replaced their lami-
nate counters in the 1970s with a fused acrylic solid surface, but realtor Diane Reilly
says that even that look is no longer popular. And she adds: “I don’t know of anybody
doing tile” Granite, says Reilly, has become an affordable go-to material.

Designer Suzanne Warrick agrees because granite is one of the most heat-tol-
erant counter top materials. Granite is naturally formed under extraordinarily high
temperatures combined with very high pressure. A hot pan directly from the oven
can be placed on a granite counter without fear of leaving marks or stains. You can’t
often do that with other natural stones. Marble, soapstone, slate and limestone are
all only moderately resistant to heat. Granite costs range from $15 to $85 per square
foot, depending on availability.

When Suzanne and Lance Bare of Moraga remodeled their kitchen recently,
they chose a black and white color scheme and went with black granite counter tops
flecked with white. Theylove how the light reflects off a surface simultaneously dark
and light.

Lamorinda Weekly writer Cathy Tyson chose black quartz for her home’s shiny
new kitchen counters: “We specifically wanted something neutral, since we chose a
jazzy illuminated glass backsplash.” While Tyson says she likes the new countertops,
“they really do show every darn fingerprint and drip.”

Marble’s polished surface can be etched from citrus or perfume, so clean up
spilled lemon juice quickly, and keep the Channel No. S off the counter! And if
your New Year’s Eve champagne landed atop someone’s marble counter, you'd better
hope the surface had a honed, matte finish rather than a polished high-gloss finish
—you're less likely to see nicks, scratches or imperfections with a honed finish.

Recycled glass products, while as durable as granite for counters, offer less heat
tolerance. Those who select recycled glass get a sustainable, eco-friendly countertop
and the knowledge they are keeping materials out of landfills. The heat resistance
of recycled glass largely depends on the types of glass that are used.

Poured concrete countertops are highly heat resistant, and can be custom col-
ored, but concrete, Warrick warns, is guaranteed to crack. Itis also a relatively porous
material. She says colored concrete was used for countertops in many of the Crafts-
man houses in Oakland’s Rockridge area.

Residential countertops can also be made of stainless steel or copper. Stainless
steel is regularly used in commercial kitchens because it cleans well, but its surface
scratches fairly easily. Additionally, heat may cause metal counters to discolor, but
stains can usually be minimized using special solutions or mild abrasives. Be careful
not to allow cold foods to come in contact with warm metal countertops during
meal preparation, because metal retains heat so well it could easily promote the
growth of harmful bacteria. Butcher block countertops have the same problem, as
the wood surfaces can trap and transfer bacteria from raw meat or poultry.

So before investing remodel dollars on a countertop upgrade, do your home-
work. Talk to contractors, ask your neighbors and friends and decide what’s most
important in your meal-prep area: durability, heat-resistance, crack resistance, cost,
looks and availability. You can’t have it all, and once it’s installed, you can't take it
with you!

“Your trusted Agent with the right tools for
smarter decisions”

= gl -

222 Camellia Lane, Lafayette - $2,150,000
Represented seller

Chad Morrison

Direct:
(925) 253-4650
Mobile:
(925) 330-1416

DRE# 01905614

COLDWCELL
BANKER O

3 '..“l-'r e T
7 Sessions Road, Lafayette - $2,000,000

Represented buyer

RESIDENTIAL BROKERALE

chad.morrison@cbnorcal.com ¢ www.sellinglamorinda.com

©2012 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity
Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. DRE License # 01908304

\/i”age Associates Real I” state

welcomcs

Angie I” vans Traxingcr

as a sales associate

Village Associates is pleased to announce that Angie Traxinger has joined our
firm. A licensed Realtor® since 2007, Angie has been working as an assistant
to her mother, Joan Evans, for the past 5 years. A lifetime resident of Contra
Costa County, born and raised in Moraga, and a teacher in the Lafayette School
District for 11 years, Angie has intimate knowledge of the area and brings a
wealth of information about its schools and neighborhoods. If you, or someone
you know, are thinking of buying or selling a home in the East Bay, you can
count on Angie Traxinger’s knowledge, experience and commitment to achieve
your real estate goals.

Angie I vans Traxingcr
\/i”age Associates Real [ state
925.305.8677

angie@angietraxinger.com
www.angietraxinger.com

2000 - 2012 REAL ESTATE

93 Moraga Way #103
Orinda, CA 94563

dre#01828901
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Counter Intelligence: Kitchen Surface Choices Abound

Stevenson Construction and Kathleen Burke Interior Design, both in Lafayette, created this black and white kitchen in a Happy Valley home with a designated space for
baking, preparing bread and making sandwiches. Areas were delineated using white marble for the island and a section below the window on the back counter. By lower-
ing the marble a quarter inch below the rest of the countertop, the window baking station allows for easy clean-up of crumbs and baking flour.

Photo Stevenson Construction




TREE SERVICE: |
& Landscaping

Family owned in Moraga since 1987 | 3 ‘ = I.E:

RISK ASSESSMENT ===

arborists Darren and Lew Edwards
Some level of risk must be accepted to experience the benefits that the tree provides.
Fortunately, tree failure is an infrequent occurrence. Serious damage, injury, or death from
tree failure is rare. Tree failures during normal weather conditions are sometimes
predictable and preventable. Decisions on whether a tree inspection is required or what
level of assessment is appropriate should be made by an arborist with the consideration for
what is a reasonable and proportional to the specific condition and situations. Have an
arborist from Advance Tree Service take the risk away by assessing your trees health today.

So don’t wait until it’s too late, call your local Arborist at Advance Tree Service and
Landscaping to help you assess your risk today. -

i ADVANCE

Lic.: #611120

Advance Tree Service
Your Authority on Trees and Landscape. +

925-376-6528
advancetree@shcglobal.net www.advancetree.com

Follow us on Twitter (advancetree) and like us on Face Book
(ADVANCETREESERVICEANDLANDSCAPINGINC.)

Get Ready to Sell Your Home!

There’s a shortage of houses for sale in Lamorinda,
making this the best time in years to sell your home.

Visit www.Lamorinda.net

For:

44 Moneymaking Tips for Preparing
Your Home to Sell
7 Costly Mistakes When Selling

Home Seller’s Guide to Money-Making Fix-Ups
Detail on 2012 Lamorinda Home Sale Transactions

Lamorinda Local Housing Market Review and Out-
look for 2013

f Troy Feddersen

/f A\ J. Rockcliff, Realtors

\ 7 (925) 550-2353

REALTORS

Troy Feddersen & J. Rockcliff, Realtors
Two Names You Can Trust

DON'T JUST TAKE OUR WORD FOR IT...

“My wife and | couldn’t have been more happy working with Ron & Susan
Rothenberg. | could go on and on about their level of experience and
professionalism, but what really mattered to me is that | knew | could frust
them. It's so much more to them than just closing a business deal, they
really care about all parties involved and have their clients best interests at

heart. | have no hesitation in recommending them.”

Lance Swanson
Managing Partner & Fund Manager
Diablo Vista Capital Partners

Ron and Susan Rothenberg

Lisa Quiros
925.286.5530
info@teamrothenberg.com
www.TeamRothenberg.com
DRE# 01309986 | 00857547 | 01420876

B Sl S M

| e

TEAM ROTHENBERG

R | LI E & 1T AT 1

Real estate with a difference.

PACIFIC
UNION

INTERNATIONAL

A Member Of Real Living
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The Home Designer
Staged For Success

By Brandon Neff

i s
e lIl-'ZL'l. b I

Beautiful decor, clean surfaces and flowers go a long way toward getting you top dollar for your home.
Photo courtesy Brandon Neff Design

£~ 925-377-0977 Wednesday, January 16,2013

nce upon a time, there was a magical housing mar-
Oket that lived in a beautiful bubble when all homes

sold quickly, and for over asking price. That bubble
burst. Now homeowners have to sell the old fashioned way —
with effort. Knowing a few "tricks of the trade" can help you
stand out from the rest, and capture better offers. Think all
you have to do is find a great realtor, check the comps and
schedule the open house? Not by a long shot.

According to the Association of Realtors, most buyers
decide whether, or not, they're going to put an offer on a list-
ing within the first 30 seconds of seeing the home. Thirty sec-
onds, people! Never has a first impression meant more to your
bottom line. Have you done everything you can to ensure a
successful sale? Do you know what sets your listing apart from
your competition? Do you know enough not to paint all the
walls beige? Pay attention.

Long before I became an interior designer, I built a clien-
tele of homeowners who hired me to style their luxury listings
for maximum profit. Coaxing buyers to observe the assets of
a particular listing and to overlook its drawbacks was my job.
Today, buyers are more discerning than ever, and have the ad-
vantage of previewing a larger pool of comparable listings be-
fore making a decision. So, before you schedule that open
house, read on.

Clean Up Your Act. Nothing turns off a buyer more
than a dirty home. When selling a house your job is to make
your particular piece of the world stand out and demand at-
tention — in a good way. To that end, starting with the home's
curb appeal, take careful note. Sweep the walkway to the front
door, replace that old tattered entrance mat, place flowers
(real, never fake) in containers by the front entrance, wipe the
cobwebs under the eves, prune those low hanging branches,
power wash the chimney brick and stucco, and be sure to
wash all the windows — inside and out. Nothing's worse than
directing potential buyers to regard the expensive view
through dirty windows.

Inside, pay particular attention to the kitchen and bath-
rooms. Replace that moldy shower curtain, refresh the kitchen
sponges and dust everything! And, yes, buyers will look
through your drawers and closets, so put away whatever you
don't want strangers to see. Lastly, create space in your closets
by storing unused clothing elsewhere to give the illusion of
abundant storage space. It may sound silly, but it works.

... continued on next page
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Don't Take It Personally. When I was a home stager the number one thingI ~ puts people to sleep, and you want your buyers wide awake. Finally, please, whatever
needed to drive into my client's heads was the notion that once you decide to put  you do, just say no to those scented candles on the day of your open house — pump-
your house on the market it ceases to be your home — it is now a commodity. And,  kin spice and everything nice never got the job done.
as such, it becomes a place your buyers must see as their potential new home, and
not the place you still live in. So, put away those ancestral photos lining the hallway
leading to the bathroom, take down all the pet snapshots and daily affirmations lit-
tering the refrigerator door, and banish that black and white family portrait taken
at the beach holding court above the fireplace. Buyers don't want to see reminders

Brandon Neffis a Bay Area
based Interior Designer.

of another family living in their new home. He can be reached at
Your space should be a welcoming blank slate for buyers to imagine building BrandonNeffDesign.com or at
their new memories, and not living in the shadows of someone else's. Enough said. brandonneftdesign@yahoo.com.

Carefully go through your house with a critical eye, and see what needs atten-
tion. Trust me, a fresh coat of paint, updated appliances and new bathroom tile go
a long way toward getting you top dollar. Don't leave deferred maintenance to
chance - fix the small things, so there's no room for your buyer to chip away at your
asking price.

O, before I forget — skip that beige paint, also known as Swiss Coffee, and
choose a pure white in flat finish for all walls and in high gloss for the trims. Beige

WWW.HOLCENBERG.COM

Wendy Holcenberg
wendy@holcenberg.com

925.253.4630
] DRE#00637795
_— J e ——
3 bed + office, 2 bath meticulously updated. 4 bed, 2 bath, pristine and spacious.

Call for details. Offered at $1,075,000 Call for details. Offered at $875,000

Michelle Holcenberg
michelle@holcenberg.com

925.253.4663

Thank you for a great 2012! Here are some of our recent transactions:

8Via Barcelona, Moraga $601,000 Represented Seller 373 Donald Drive, Moraga $965,000 Represented Seller DRE#01373412
2855 San Benito Dr.,Walnut Creek $610,000 Represented Seller 379 Calle La Montana, Moraga $1,039,000 Represented Seller

I8 Wandel Drive, Moraga $688,000 Represented Seller 1653 Del Monte Way, Moraga $1,114,000 Represented Buyer mmué
903 Augusta Drive, Moraga $765,000 Represented Seller 100 Via Copla,Alamo $1,215,000 Represented Buyer m

44 La Salle Drive, Moraga $790,000 Represented Buyer 3969 South Peardale Dr., Lafayette $1,230,000 Represented Seller RESIDENTIAL BROBERAGE
34 Campolindo Court, Moraga $805,000 Represented Seller 231 La Serena,Alamo $1,249,000 Represented Buyer —— B

740 Upper Pond Court, Lafayette $875,000 Represented Seller o -
Let us help you with your real estate resolutions in 2013. [ e fash ol Banker Segsensalrokersee Ot 1
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The Real Estate Year in Review

By Conrad Bassett

was another interesting year for residential real estate in Lamorinda,
2 0 123s sales volume and the average sale price was up significantly in
Lafayette, Moraga, and Orinda.
Homes stayed on the market for alittle less time than a year ago and prices
rose as supply remained quite low throughout the year.

Also, the Lamorinda communities saw fewer short sales and REOs (bank owned
properties). These properties continue to negatively influence other nearby commu-
nities on a much larger scale.

Per Contra Costa Association of Realtors statistics reported for closings Jan. 1
through Dec. 31, 2012, 302 single family homes closed in Lafayette versus 245 sin-
gle-family homes in 2011, 250 in 2010 and 198 in 2009. There were nine sales where
the sales prices were not reported to the MLS. For the 293 reported closings, sales
prices ranged from $275,000 to $2.95 million and the average time on market was 32
days, down from 49 days in 2011, and 53 in 2010. The average sale price was
$1,042,921 versus $1,040,014 in 2011, $1,097,749 in 2010 and $1,045,217 in 2009.
The average sales price was 98.6 percent of the final list price in 2012. Ofthe nine un-
reported sales prices; all were listed above $1.39 million and several were above $2
million so the actual average price in Lafayette would be somewhat higher. All nine
of these sold in less than 66 days on the market suggesting sale prices at or near the
list price.

In Moraga there were 150 single family closings in 2012 up significantly from the
124in2011,1021in2010 and 59 in 2009. Prices ranged from $540,000 to $3.5 million.
The average sale price was $991,469 up significantly from 2011’s $894,768, the
$927,948 in 2010 and $961,872 in 2009. The number of days on market in 2012 was
30, down from 40in 2011 and 44 days in 2010 and the average home sold for 99 percent
ofits last list price. Seventy-nine of the sales were sold at or above their listing price.

In Orinda the number of single-family closings was 219, a huge jump from the
164 in 2011. In 2010 the figure was 179 while 162 closed in 2009. There were three
properties where the sale price was not reported to the MLS. The reported sales

ranged in price from $320,000 to $2.74 million with an average price of $1,068,303,
an increase from $1,021,751 in 2011. In 2010 the average was $1,060,798. In 2009,
itwas $1,029,91S. The average market time was 44 days, down from 50 daysin 2011
and 62 days in 2010. The average sales price was 96.4 percent of the final list price for
the 216 reported sales.

On an average price per square foot basis for reported sales in 2012, Lafayette
homes sold for $431.45, Moraga homes for $398.99, and Orinda for $422.68, a mod-
est change from the 2011 figures of $402.15 per square foot in Lafayette, $381.61 in
Moraga, and $423.17 in Orinda. In 2010, Lafayette homes sold for $432 per square
foot, Moraga homes for $385 per square foot and in Orinda it was $408. In 2009,
Lafayette homes sold at $434 per square foot, Moraga homes sold for $408 and
Orinda was at $426.

In the condominium/town home category, Lafayette had 14 closings, up from
six closings in 2011, nine closings in 2010, and six closings in 2009. Sales in 2012
ranged from $331,000 to $600,000; Moraga had 65, down slightly from 67 a year ago
and the same as the 65 in 2010. Sales ranged from $110,000 to $865,000. This in-
cludes attached homes in Moraga Country Club. Orinda had nine, down from the
12in 2011 but higher than the three each in 2009 and 2010. They sold from $195,300
to $790,000. The lowest four were in the complexes on Brookwood Road and the
higher ones in Orindawoods.

It should always be noted that there are also a few direct sales that do not go
through the MLS and they are not reported here. These include some foreclosures
that were sold at the courthouse as well as some sales between private individuals.

As of Dec. 31, there were 52 dwellings under contract per the MLS in the three
communities combined, with asking prices of $269,000 to $2.75 million. It should
be pointed out that there are 17 “Potential Short Sales” that are currently pending. In
each case, the anticipated closing date may be several months into the future as the
sellers await approval of their particular lender or lenders.

... continued on next page

4 2 NEw BRANAGH DEVELOPMENT HOMES IN MORAGA )
B-R-A-N-A:G-H E’H'H'."E'N'.ﬂ'['hli
BEVELOFMENT T
WWW.LIVEONKIMBERLY.COM
8 KiMBERLY DRIVE, MORAGA 10 KimMBERLY DRIVE, MORAGA Tyler Hargan & Julie Fiske
3,040 sQ FT 2,880 sQ Fr 925.247.4454 (T)
4 BEDROOMS e 3 BATHS 4 BEDROOMS © 3 BATHS 1925.360.2620 (])
1.7 ACRE LOT 1.5 ACRE LOT tylerhargan@branaghrealty.com
julie.fiske@branaghrealty.com
OrrERED AT $1,650,000 OFrERED AT $1,625,000 DRE#: 01852844/01905401
- J
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A comparison of year-end inventory in the three
communities combined versus a year ago shows a phe-
nomenal statistic: there were only 36 properties listed in
the three communities combined, less than half of what
was available at the end 0of 2011 when there were 78 avail-
able properties. On Dec. 31, 2010 there were 133 that
were available. Typically the biggest inventory is in the
spring and early summer, however this current number
may point to a very interesting year with the combination
of qualified buyers vying for such a limited supply. There
were only 15 homes on the market in Lafayette at year
end while 12 months ago there were 34. On Dec. 31,
2010 there were 55. The current asking prices range from
$490,000 to $7.75 million. In Moraga, buyers had a year-
end selection of only five homes and condos versus 11 at
the end of 2011 and 39 at the end of 2010. List prices
ranged between $189,000 and $3.1 million. In Orinda
there were 15, down from 24 a year ago and from 40 in
December 2010. Asking prices as of Dec. 31 ranged from
$675,000 to nearly $5 million.

As has been the recent story, the most active price
range is in the more “affordable” price ranges. However,
2012 showed 28 homes sold above $2 million in Lamor-
inda, up from 17 that sold above this amountin 2011. In
2010 this number was 42. This compares with 23 that
closed in Lamorinda in 2009, 30 in 2008 and 50 in 2007
at $2 million or above.

Interest rates continue to remain at near historic
lows and are attractive to those with down payments of
atleast 20 percent. Corporations continue to expand and
contract and also to relocate families—families who find
the Lamorinda area attractive because of outstanding
public schools, BART, and the close distance to San Fran-
cisco. The minimal amount of new construction helped
keep supply and demand within a better balance than a
lot of other neighboring communities. That may change
somewhat in 2013 as Orinda Grove and Wilder come
further online as new construction alternatives in Orinda
and condominium and townhome developments are
built in Lafayette.

The trend that began in 2011 and continues today
is that there were several situations in the three commu-
nities where the seller received multiple offers and homes
sold for above the list price. This, when coupled with an
extremely low supply and a willingness by sellers to be
realistic in their pricing, should continue to fuel a very
strong market.
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The Manzone Team is in the business
of making dreams a reality.

If you are thinking of selling or finding the perfect home
contact The Manzone Team today!

We will provide a Free Market Analysis along with a list of 29 Essential
Tips to getting your home Sold Fast (And For Top Dollar).

Michele Manzone 925.253.7028
Leslie Dopp-Manzone 925.253.7027

CA DRE # 01028002/ 01120753

REALTORS

Lamorinda Home Sales recorded

...continued from Page D2

MORAGA...continued

802 Crossbrook Drive, $970,000, 4 Bdrms, 2225 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 12-4-12

190 Cypress Point Way, $699,000, 2 Bdrms, 1444 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 12-11-12

52 Hardie Drive, $899,000, 6 Bdrms, 2646 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 12-14-12; Previous Sale: $467,500, 08-27-93

4 Miramonte Drive, $331,000, 3 Bdrms, 1152 SqFt, 1964 YrBIt, 12-7-12; Previous Sale: $425,000, 07-14-06

46 Sarah Lane, $1,200,000, 4 Bdrms, 2506 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 12-10-12

3767 Via Granada, $875,000, S Bdrms, 2848 SqFt, 1969 YrBlt, 12-10-12; Previous Sale: $1,249,000, 08-03-06
108 Walford Drive, $870,000, 4 Bdrms, 1632 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 12-4-12; Previous Sale: $727,000, 02-07-03

131 Walford Drive, $1,135,000, 3 Bdrms, 2387 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 12-12-12; Previous Sale: $398,000, 08-27-97
ORINDA

26 Camino Don Miguel, $800,000, 4 Bdrms, 3347 SqFt, 1959 YrBIt, 12-10-12

11 Casa Vieja, $1,075,000, S Bdrms, 3490 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 12-11-12

22 Charles Hill Road, $1,150,000, 3 Bdrms, 2046 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 12-12-12; Previous Sale: $560,000, 08-23-11
73 La Espiral, $953,500, 3 Bdrms, 2825 SqFt, 1978 YrBlt, 12-11-12; Previous Sale: $580,000, 04-24-98

22 Snowberry Lane, $910,000, 3 Bdrms, 1943 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 12-14-12; Previous Sale: $750,000, 03-13-09
29 Southwaite Court, $740,000, 4 Bdrms, 2442 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 12-14-12

209 Village Gate Road, $780,000, 3 Bdrms, 2130 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 12-13-12; Previous Sale: $325,000, 07-01-88
10 Westover Court, $911,000, 3 Bdrms, 1933 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 12-6-12; Previous Sale: $1,075,000, 10-17-06

2 Whitehall Drive, $750,000, 3 Bdrms, 1908 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 12-13-12



Lamorinda’s Leading Independent Real Estate Firm.

ORINDA

55 Qak Road

Build your dream home on this
gorgeous oak studded lot with views
of the hills. Terrific neighborhood of
impressive homes close to town.
Utilities/sewer at street.

Offered at $219,000

ORINDA

65 La Espiral

Updated 4bd/4ba w/beautiful custom
features & amenities. Very well
maintained. Majestic setting, lovely
gardens, new pool + views/ privacy,
fully fenced. Tuscany ambiance,
European flair.

Offered at $2,195,000
LAFAYETTE

_— By Appomtment Only

3767 Happy Valley Rd.
Fabulous updated 4bd/3ba Happy Valley
Traditional. Dream kitchen, spacious
master suite. Hardwood floors, custom
detail French doors open to private deck.
Lush setting w/ level lawn. Top
neighborhood, walk to town.

Offered at $1,349,000

2000 - 2012

T TR S,
40 Dos Osos
Incredible Orinda, San Pablo Dam, Mt.
Diablo views + abundance of nature
surrounds this supersized parcel
bordering EBMUD land. Exceptional
beauty. Once in a lifetime opportunity

Offered at $545,000

Sy

raw land sale.

ORINDA

New Listing

121 La Espiral

Gated Mediterranean 4bd/3.5ba villa with
pano views features chef's kitchen/fam rm
with old world charm & opens to covered
tiled verand. Hwd & marble tiled flrs,
formal Lr & Dr, 2nd fam. rm, office &
spacious master suite with fireplace.

Offered at $1,595,000
LAFAYETTE

Coming Soon

11 Leslyn Lane

Spectacular 4bd/5.5ba on 4.37 acres.
High ceilings, hardwood floors, master
with fireplace, spa tub, heated floors &
private deck. Wine room, office, media
center, organic garden, saltwater pool, &
pool house with fireplace.

Offered at $2,650,000

50 Camlno Don Mlguel

Special Country Club location amidst
expensive homes. Lush setting with

building site knoll and towering oaks,

filtered views & total privacy.

Offered at $545,000
MORAGA

L
3 Peralta Court

Absolutely beautiful single-level home in
Sanders Ranch. Eat-in kit. w/ double ovens,
gas range, island w/ counter seating &
more. Hdwd flrs, spacious bedrooms,
indoor laundry room & great storage. Level
yard w/ slate patio. Cul-de-sac location.

Offered at $1,125,000
WALNUT CREEK

3706 Waterford Lane

Gorgeous Traditional 4bd/3.5ba
Northgate home. Many upgrades! New
carpet, paint, refinished hdwd flrs. Huge
eat-in kit/FR. Formal dining & LR.
Professionally landscaped back yard.
Grand master w/ adjoining den.

Offered at $1,370,000

ORINDA

1 Snowberry Lane
Beautiful updated mid-century 4bd/3.5ba,
3439 sf, on .75 ac park-like setting in
premium Sleepy Hollow location. New eat-
in kit.w/stainless Viking appliances, granite
counters & new hwd flrs; porcelain tile in
entry & dining & much more!

Offered at $1,365,000

1690 Reliez Valley Rd.
Fab 1+ acre ridgeline property w/
spectacular views of Mt. Diablo etc.
Paved driveway to building site
w/utilities & sewer at property. Includes
preliminary plans for 4900+ sq ft home.

Offered at $650,000
WALNUT CREEK

New L:stmg

67 Amberwood Lane
Rare Opportunity! Older home on
private lane on a fabulous level one acre
lot in prime WC location. Price also
includes adjacent one acre level lot.
Trust Sale! Properties are to be sold "AS
IS" present condition.

Offered at $1,499,000

Visit www.villageassociates.com
to see our weekly online previews.

Click on
Friday after 5 PM for Open House listings

THE VILLAGE
ASSOCIATES:

Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Joan Cleveland
Shannon Conner
Joan Eggers

Linda Ehrich
Joan Evans

Linda S Friedman

Marianne Greene
Dexter Honens I1
Anne Knight
Susan Zeh Layng
Art Lehman
Charles Levine
April Matthews
Karen Murphy
Ben Olsen

Sue Olsen

Tara Rochlin
Jaime Roder
Altie Schmitt
Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf

Molly Smith

Jeff Snell

Lynda Snell
Clark Thompson
Angie Evans Traxinger
Ignacio Vega
Terri Bates Walker
Ann Ward

Dan Weil
Margaret Zucker
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