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Adele Stack and Carl Raaka.

t was cocktail hour at Moraga

Royale, and Julie and Piper wore
matching vests. The pair joined resi-
dents Virginia DeRoia, Lois Valcalda,
Adele Stack, Carl Raaka and Carmen
Turre for some down time in a com-
mon room. “Down,” in fact, was the
operative word for Piper at least, who
may be forgiven a bit of youthful ex-
uberance. After all, Piper is only 18
months old — and she’s a miniature
Australian labradoodle. Her friend
Julie is a 2-year-old golden retriever.

The dogs visit retirement commu-
nities, hospitals and schools in their
work as therapy pets under the aus-
pices of the Animal Rescue Founda-
tion and the East Bay Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.

Therapy dogs are used in a vari-
ety of capacities, such as when they
were used to console victims after the
Newtown, Conn., shootings. The
dogs, with their chauffer/owners in
tow, simply give and receive uncon-
ditional love.

Owners Jan Monteyne and Bar-
bara Brady-Smith both sought pure-
bred dogs from reputable breeders
specifically to use as therapy dogs.
“It’s really neat to ‘give back,’ and be
with your dog,” said Monteyne. She
and Piper have been making their
rounds since last June, but the
Lafayette woman has kept dogs for
years.

She has taken her charges into the
show ring and along the dogsled trail;
all have been obedience trained.
Brady-Smith of Moraga is equally
dedicated. “I have always had pets,”
she said. Her current charges include
Julie, and Julie’s littermate Jack, who
still needs to earn his Canine Good
Citizen certification.

In addition to senior communi-
ties, Brady-Smith and Julie visit trou-
bled children, assist as a hospice grief
intervention team, visit colleges to
provide stress relief during finals and
listen to elementary school children
practice reading. Brady-Smith, a pro-
fessional pet photographer, also vol-

Front from left, Barbara Brady-Smith and her therapy dog Julie visit with Carmen Turre. Back: Lois Valcalda, Piper,

unteers her time to photograph shelter
animals ready for adoption.

Both women say Julie is already
an “old soul” — as gentle with seniors
as she is with 17-month-old June
Williams, who delightedly discovered
the group while visiting her great-
grandmother.

“Every dog has its forte,” said
Monteyne, although not all are suited
as therapy dogs, as Moraga Royale
VP/Director Dianne Wilson can tell
you. Her dog Ranger used to visit
residents, but Wilson stopped the
practice when the dog focused more
on protecting its “herd” rather than
greeting strangers.

Julie and Piper are certified Ca-
nine Good Citizens; each has com-
pleted a 10-step American Kennel
Club program. East Bay SPCA re-
quires further training. The dogs can’t
mouth, shouldn’t jump, and have
been well-socialized. “We sat for
hours outside Peet’s Coffee asking
people to say hello,” said Brady-
Smith. “And T. J. Maxx,” added
Monteyne. While Piper’s size makes
her a good lap dog, Monteyne says
Julie is a good “flop dog,” meaning
the golden retriever size allows her to
endure the full force of a child flop-
ping onto her back.

Moraga Royal residents clearly
enjoyed the visit. Turre, who over
time had a Labrador retriever, a
Weimaraner, and a mixed-breed dog,
said Piper’s and Julie’s visit “reminds
me of home.” Raaka kept a beagle,
cocker spaniel and a smaller, whiter
dog, like Piper.  Both Julie and
DeRoia clearly enjoyed bonding over
a good ear scratch. “My son’s dog
loves this, too,” DeRoia said.

The end result was a win-win sit-
uation — the dogs received plenty of
love and attention, and at least a few
treats for good behavior, and the sen-
iors walked away with smiles — plus
a few dog hairs.

For information on getting a dog
Canine Good Citizen certified, visit
www.akc.org/events/cgc/program.cf

Therapy dogs Piper and Julie

Got a Peculiar Pet?

Perhaps a parrot, miniature pony or potbellied pig? If so, we are
looking to profile unusual house pets and the people who own
them. While it's not hard to find a golden retriever or calico cat,
we figured there are families in Lamorinda who think their
unique pet is the ‘cat’s meow! If you would like to share your crit-
ter story, contact cathy@lamorindaweekly.com.
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Gift Cards, the Most
Pampering Gift for
Valentine’s Day
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romantic rose, lavender,

and eucalyptus oils plus a sea

*Offer Expires
5/31/2013

salt and botanical nutrient scrub.

Voted “Best Of” by Lamorinda Moms, Diablo Magazine, Pacific
Sun, San Jose Mercury News, Metro, San Francisco Magazine

3589 Mt. Diablo Blud., Lafayette. CA

9252998877
Open Daily 10am-7pm

Manicure - Pedicure - Massage - Facial - Waxing
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m. East Bay SPCA PALS pet therapy
information is available online at
https://www.eastbayspca.org/sslpage.
aspx?pid=386.
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Saint Mary’s College Museum of Art
New Exhibitions

Saturday, Feb. 2 - Sunday, April 14

The California Alps: Paintings
from the 1870s, 80s, and 90s
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COLLEGE

S CALIFORNIA

Carnaval

Ryan Reynolds: Landscape
Assembled

Yosemite Falls 1870

In Search of the Source: The Nile and
Beyond by Lockwood de Forest

Lockwood de Forest Lone Falucca on the Nile
1876, oil on canvas
courtesy Sullivan Goss Gallery, Santa Barbara

A Few Weeks oil on board

Opening Saturday, Feb. 2, at the Saint Mary's Museum of Art

Closed April 29, May 1, 2 for Easter vacation. For more information on the exhibitions,
artists' biographies and events: stmarys-ca.edu/museum. 925-631-4379
Hours: Wednesday - Sunday 11 AM - 4:30 PM; Adults $5, K-12 grades free






