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ConFire Meets Unhappy
Lafayette Residents

Station 16 remains closed

By David Killam

n a packed public meeting held
Jan. 15 at the Veterans Memorial

Building, Contra Costa Fire Protec-
tion District Chief Daryl Louder ex-
plained to residents and officials why
it was necessary to close Fire Station
16 on Los Arabis Drive in Lafayette.

Chief Louder listed several rea-
sons why the station had to close.
Among them were: a $32 million de-
cline in county property tax receipts,
which fund the fire district; and the
low-volume nature of the station
without “‘community threats,” such as
pipelines or manufacturing facilities.
The ability of other nearby stations to
absorb the station’s workload and
available “good transportation corri-
dors” were two other reasons for the
station’s closure.

Reaction in the meeting was
mixed. One resident wondered if the
station could be saved if community
volunteers rebuilt it—Louder ex-
plained that almost 90 percent of the
cost of operating the fire station was
in salary and benefits for firefighters.

Another resident wondered about
reimbursement for ambulance trans-
port of medical emergencies. Cur-
rently the district pays for the cost of
ambulance transport and will study
ways in which to acquire reimburse-
ment, according to Louder.

One resident wondered if it would
be cost effective for Lafayette to
merge with the Moraga-Orinda Fire
District. Lou Ann Texeira, who sits on
the board of directors of the Local
Area  Formation = Commission
(LAFCO), responded that the process
of doing so would be expensive and
time-consuming. LAFCO was estab-
lished by the California legislature to
oversee municipal annexations and
special district formations.

Another Lafayette citizen won-
dered if switching to eight hour shifts
for firefighters instead of the current

24-hours-on and 48-hours-off would
save any money—

Louder explained that that type of
configuration would actually be more
expensive.

Louder answered some residents’
concerns by explaining that firefight-
ers would be temporarily deployed in
densely wooded areas during “red
flag” days — which usually happen at
the end of summer when conditions
are very dry.

Defined benefit compensation for
active and retired firefighters has
proven to be unaffordable to some
communities. ConFire, with approxi-
mately 230 employees and 30 re-
tirees, has an unfunded liability of a
whopping $130,737,000 for pensions
and health care coverage. New hires
since January of this year contribute
to their own pension, with a 9 percent
contribution from the district. Louder
feels that the amount of the liability
may decrease when the economy im-
proves and better returns are received
on county investments.

“We need to continue to find
ways to reduce our personnel costs,
which take up close to 90 percent of
our budget,” said County Supervisor
Candace Andersen, who attended the
meeting. “Although the pensions of
existing firefighters are vested and
cannot be modified, that is not the
case for new hires. The governor’s
pension reform has helped, but there
is more we will need to do to lower
the employee expenses. [ would also
like to see us expanding our use of
volunteers or ‘Reserves’ to supple-
ment firefighters. Our Deputy Sheriff
Reserve program is very successful in
this county with volunteer reserves
working side by side with profession-
als to keep our community safe. I’d
like to see our Fire Reserves program
grow using a similar model.”
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35 Merrill Cir., Moraga
* 32062sqft, 4Br, 3.5 Ba on .93 ac.

www.35MettillCir.com

$1,350,000

Let us help you prepare your property for sale th1s sprmg'
There is a serious shortage of available homes in Lamorinda.
Many properties are selling with multiple offers. Call us today!

¥ !55 Draeger Drive, Moraga

Adorable rancher, conveniently located close to park,
trails and schools. 1770 sqft. 3 Br, 3 Ba, hardwood

floors, new roof, large garage & workshop.
$725,000 www.140DraegerDr.com

LENA HOOD

REAL ESTATE GROUP

50 Sarah Lane, Moraga
Fantastic single level large home with park like
back yard. The home is 3687 sqft., gourmet
kitchen, 4 Br, 4 Ba, office, & 2 family rooms.

www.50SarahLn.com

$1,395,000
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339 El Toyonal, Orinda
Updated hillside home with great views and level
yard. Over 2400 sqft., 5 br, 2.5 Ba on .28 ac.
$995,000 www.339EIToyonalRd.com
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Visit www.Orinda.com
for local real estate information and photos of all Lamorinda homes for sale!
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SLEEPYHOLLOW

SWIM & TENNIS CLUB
Orzm{a, CA * Est. 1955

PROPOSED SITE PLAN

TWO NEWLPQOLESA

PHASED FACILITY IMPROVEMENTS WITH
NEW POOLS SCHEDULED TO OPEN

LATE SPRING 2013

el G LTt COMIPETITIVERQOL
- BEAGHRENFRYEHILDREN'S ACTIVITY-POOL

EARLY BIRD

PANELED INFORMATION

SLEEPY HOLLOW SWIM &

SEssioN AND OPEN HousE

MEMBERSHIP SPECIAL

Apply for Membership
by February 28th
for Reduced Fees!

www.SleepyHollowLegends.net

1 Sunnyside Lane « Orinda, CA 94563
shstc@comcast.net » 925-254-1126

TENNIS CLUB OFFERS:

Sunday, February 24,1 p.m.,

Co-Head Swim Coach, Jim Coyne—Director of

SHSTC Clubhouse
P|easejoin us for a fun and informative presenta-
tion about the club and its top-rated programs.

Our dynamic panel will include Kevin Honey—

Tennis, and Legendland Co-Directors—Betsy
Iddings and Stephanie Sado. A Q&A session and
tour will follow the presentation. We look forward

to meeting you and your family!

« A welcoming, spirited
community of members

« Exceptional swim and
tennis programming

« Legendland Summer
Day Camp for kids





