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MICHAELVERBRUGGE
CONSTRUCTION INC.

General Contractor

Lic# 681593

925 631 1055 www.MVCRemodeling.com

Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.

All forms residential remodel/repair.

“A little bit of myself {n;-r . :
goes into every job.” ¢ riei
Michael VerBrugge, %
Owner, BEB
Moraga Resident —

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References
Full design team resources available

Cabinet Modifications

With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify
most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:
* Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances
* Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts
* Cabinet alterations/repairs
Thinking about home, office, entertainment, custom cabinetry, shelving,
crown mouldings, baseboards, new doors or mantels? We can help there, too!

Licensed Cabinet &
Millwork Contractor
#598395

Paul Kephart Master Craftsman
www.TheCabinetMd.com

925.827.1093

UPHOLSTERY SPECIALIST

REFINISHING AND RESTORATION

» Slipcovers * Pillows ® Window Cushions
* Custom Upholstery ® Design Consulting
Marine - Commercial - Residential
Pickup & Delivery Available ® Free Estimates By Phone

M.R.S.

v INel Wl [raftanarnship

Mon.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-2
(925) 962-0579

Family Owned And Operated For Over 55 yrs.

3418 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette

BURKIN ELECTRIC
“Let Us Light Up Your Life”

Residential * Commercial * Industrial
Serving Contra Costa since 1991
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wxan 9 ,' All Work Done by Owner

Bonded & Insured

Lic#C10631523  piflm
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rofessional Installation of:
* Ceiling Fans, Recessed & Track Lighting ° Kitchen or Bath Remodel
* Exterior/Security/Landscape Lighting ° Electrical Service Upgrade
* Complete Home Wiring - Old & New ° Spa Installation

www.BurkmElectrlc net

Sole Proprietor

~ HE’S ALL ABOUT LAMORINDA -~

CLARK THOMPSON
REAL ESTATE BROKER

DRE #: 00903367

Village ASSOCIATES REAL ESTATE

Ofhce: 925-254-8585
Cell: 925-998-7898

email: ct@clarkthompson.com

Search the MLS: www.clarkthompson.com
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93 Moraga Way, Orinda

Civic News Moraga

Beware of Coyotes

By Sophie Braccini
ver get the feeling someone’s
following you? Maura
Richards and Ellen Gunderson did
while running on the hill trail off
Rancho Laguna Park in Moraga the
morning of Jan. 31— a pack of 10
coyotes started hunting them, or
their dogs. Coyotes rarely attack hu-
mans, but given an opportunity they
will go after pets.

“We were running the Canyon
Loop Trail with our two dogs when
we starting hearing the yelps and
barks of coyotes on the hunt,” re-
called Richards. “It sounded like
they were following us. When we
reached the crossing where the di-
lapidated buildings stand, we saw
them. A pack of 10, coming at us.”
Richards said that the band came
within 30 feet of them. Their dogs
immediately took off. Richards
armed herself with a large stick and
the two women ran back to the park.
“Once we passed the cow fence
they stopped,” she said, adding that
she had the scare of her life even
though she thinks it is more likely
that the wild animals were after the
dogs than the people.

Coyotes are opportunistic, ver-
satile carnivores with a dietary
adaptability that has made them
very successful, growing in number
since human encroachment began.
A 2004 study by Robert M. Timm,
et al, for San Diego County showed
an increase in the number of coyote
attacks in California, especially in
the southern suburban-wildlife in-
terface. “Our observations indicate
that in the absence of harassment by
residents, coyotes can lose their fear
of people and come to associate hu-
mans with this safe, resource-rich

environment,” they wrote. “In such
situations, some coyotes have
begun to act aggressively toward
humans, chasing joggers and bicy-
clists, confronting people walking
their dogs, and stalking small chil-
dren.” In northern California only
one attack on a human was
recorded.

UC Davis Integrated Pest Man-
agement Online concurs that the
problem worsens when coyotes lose
their fear of humans and that they
need to be removed when that hap-
pens. Matt Slattengren at the Contra
Costa Agriculture Department indi-
cated that if an incident were re-
ported to them, they would contact
the state trapper who is in charge of
removing coyotes.

The Department of Fish and
Game recommends that if a coy-
ote approaches you should try to
frighten it away by shouting in a

Illustration Jaya Griggs

deep voice, waving your arms,
throwing things at it, and looking
it directly in the eyes; then retreat
from the situation by walking
slowly backward so as not to turn
your back on the coyote. The
agency also recommends stashing
food and trash that attract coyotes
and never leaving pets and small
children unattended outside.

Moraga Police Chief Robert
Priebe indicated that the best num-
ber to call in a dangerous situation
is either 911 or the county police
dispatch line, (925) 284-5010; the
call will be directed to the correct
agency.

Nicole Kozicki, the Fish and
Game warden for Moraga, said she
had not heard about the incident but
she would check to if there has been
a pattern of attacks in Moraga, at
which point the state trapper would
be activated.
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What more meaning than that can it
possibly have? And when Shawn, an
Orinda mom on her way to do food

ORINDA TIRE & WHEEL

e Free Tire AIR

e Open 7 Days a Week
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shopping, brushed me off with,
“We’re going to the Cal-UCLA bas-
ketball game that night,” it was time
to change tactics.

Where better than the greeting
card display at a drug store to find a
real Valentine’s fan, right? Except
Tenaya’s first word in response to
my question blew up that theory.
“Honestly?” she asked. “It’s a Hall-
mark holiday. It’s superficial. I
don’t like it when they’re telling
you that you have to celebrate. I'm
just looking [at valentines] for my
kids.”

I walked away in despair from
the 20-something Lafayette mom.

The candy store! Surely there'd
be a romantic, ordering a special
treat for Valentine’s Day, wouldn't
there? Laura, 40s, an Orinda IT
manager, set that straight. “I avoid
it because of the hype,” she said.
“You can show affection in other
ways. I’'m jaded. And my brother

even owns a flower shop!”

Just as I was about to beg off of
this depressing story, Rebecca ap-
peared, as she shopped along Mt.
Diablo Boulevard. “Oh, I love
Valentine’s Day,” she said. Flashing
the biggest smile and brightest eyes
of the day, the 50-ish vice president
of a garden club continued: “I go
out in my backyard and cut wreaths
from my olive trees. I bring out all
of the Valentine’s cards that I’ve re-
ceived since | was a little girl, and
place them around the house. My
friends and I will have a tea that day,
and we’ll talk about famous lover
couples. And then my husband and
I are going to dinner and then spend
the night at the Lafayette Park
Hotel.”

Finally! There's the love, Lam-
orinda. Rebecca, you are an inspi-
ration to us all.

Happy Valentines’ Day every-
body!

Correction, issue date Jan. 30, 2013,

Team
Toaster
Almost
Ready to
Roll:

The contact

information we
included in this
article was incorrect.

To reach Team Toaster please email David Gerson,
david@loavesfishescc.org. For more information about Loaves
and Fishes, go to www.loavesfishescc.org.





