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“Tokens of Affection”
Exhibit Features Artwork
from the Heart

By Lian Walden

he Lafayette Gallery is a

unique artist co-op comprised
of 23 local artists. They rotate jobs for
each exhibit: one person might curate
an exhibit in the fall and then organize
an opening night reception in the
spring. All proceeds from the artwork
go towards maintaining the gallery.
Some of the artists have been part of
the co-op for over a decade, while
others joined as recently as this year.

Founded in 2000, the gallery is a
local hotspot as well as a tourist des-
tination. “People like to pop in after
dining at Fiesta Square,” said Dalia
Alekna, one of the oldest members of
the co-op. The gallery likes to keep
their membership to about 25 artists,
but there is often turnover. New artists
are juried into the co-op after they’ve
been reviewed by the members.
When an artist applies, the committee
assesses their current membership to
determine what art form might be un-
derrepresented.

The co-op seeks to sustain a bal-
ance of artists working in different
mediums. All of their shows feature a
variety of visual art: sculpture, jew-
elry, painting, pottery, glasswork, and
photography.

The current “Tokens of Affec-
tion” exhibit is no exception.The
theme was conceived in celebration
of Valentine’s Day. Most of the pub-
licity surrounding the exhibit features
jewelry since, “That’s what people
tend to associate with—and thus pur-
chase on—Valentine’s Day,” said
Alekna. However, true to the gallery’s
mission, the theme is explored
through various mediums.

“This exhibit inspired us to create
work that captures what we love,” ex-
plained artist David VanderJagt. The
artists create original new work for
each exhibit. With a new exhibit
every six to eight weeks, the gallery
compels the artists to be quite prolific.

The theme of love is quite broad,
and this is reflected in the artists’

Photos David VanderJagt
work.

The artwork features a variety of
subjects: pets, landscapes, loved ones,
wine glasses. Some pieces are more
literal, such as Judy Miller’s ceramic
hearts, whereas others are more ab-
stract, such as Alekna’s delicate jew-
elry. The breadth of images keeps the
viewer consistently engaged and in-
vites him to contemplate the myriad
expressions and manifestations of
love in contemporary art.

“All of the work reflects our deep
affection for art, for what we do,”
continued VanderJagt, whose earthy
clay pots suggest a love of nature.
VanderJagt chose to highlight the
pots’ organic quality while also un-
derscoring the Valentine’s Day theme
by exhibiting his pots with flowers in-
side of them. The sweet smell of
lavender and roses adds a sensorial
experience to the visual feast.

The gallery hosts a reception
open to the public to kick off each
new exhibit. They usually serve wine
and cheese, but at the “Tokens of Af-
fection” reception they served cham-
pagne and chocolate, which they felt
Wwas more apropos.

The theme of the next exhibit is
“Inside Outside,” which opens in
March. The gallery will open its
sculpture garden over the summer.
Visit their website for more informa-
tion: www.lafayettegallery.net.
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LET'S GO TO CAMP!
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Sunday,Feh 24

Don’t miss the Biggest Lamyp Fair of the Season
ALL FREE! Bring the entire family.

Exhibits e Activities ® Radio Disney Crewser
Sports Games ¢ JoJo the Clown e Face Painting

Find out about Camp, Day Care, Preschool,
Family Vacations, Sports, Scouts, Enrichment,
Performing Arts, Gymnastics, Martial Arts & More

At Acalanes High School (just off Hwy 24],

Visit the SportStars Gymnasium

Produced by Bay Area Festivals, Inc.
(925) 408-4014
jay@BayAreaFamilyFest.com

www.ContraCostaCampFair.com

1200 Pleasant Hill Rd. in Lafayette

Hosted by

Still time to register for
Exhibitor Space

www.ContraCostaCampFair.com
www.smcgaels.com
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Free Raffle
at Camp Fair
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1 Free Raffle Ticket for
each canned good donation

Free Camps,
Great Prizes

FREE ADNISSION

Democratic Club Gathers

to Watch Inauguration
Submitted by Carlyn Obringer _zlnd Susan JunFish

he Lamorinda Democratic

Club members and guests, fes-
tively arrayed in Obama buttons,
hats, and shirts, celebrated President
Obama’s second inauguration Jan.
21 at the Lafayette Library and
Learning Center. The Lamorinda
Democratic Club features monthly
guest speakers at 7:15 p.m. the sec-
ond Thursday of each month at
LLLC. The club’s Feb. 14 meeting
will feature a conversation about
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Marriage Equality in California and
the Nation with Chris Riley, northern
California field director for Equality
California. In March, the LDC will
be hosting Andrew Gunther, Ph.D.,
executive coordinator of the Bay
Area Ecosystems Climate Change
Consortium and the executive direc-
tor of the Center for Ecosystem
Management and Restoration. For
more info, visit: www.lamorindade-
moclub.org.
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Should your family
follow you to Cal?

Of course. Every time they need an eye exam. The University of

California Eye Center is an integral part of the top-rated UC School

of Optometry, and we’re here to offer you complete vision care for

your kids, for you, and for your parents. VWe're also the ones to see

for LASIK surgery and contact lenses. (Our Eyewear Center has all

the big names in frames!) We take most insurance plans, and major

credit cards. When it comes to your eyes, go Cal!
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UC BERKELEY
OPTOMETRY

Open to the Public 7 Days a Week C www.caleyecare.com
510.642.2020 O Free Parking with Appointments






