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From “Fixer” to Farm Fresh

...continued from page D4
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For Soto, who loves decorating, the fun comes as she restores “a bit of history”
in an area where farm houses and orchards once were common.

One challenge the two faced was complying with setback requirements, since
the house sits at an angle on the property. Expanding the footprint was a trial and
error process McClain referred to as “a Gordian knot.”

In the end Soto and McClain claimed a five-by-five foot bump-out in the
kitchen for a seating nook and expanded the house 11 feet along the front. Amid
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the challenges, McClain said he enjoys the “new house smells” of lumber, carpet
and paint.

The two plan a second local joint remodel in 2014, although Soto and McClain
say “finding the next property” is its own challenge. Soto confided, “This is my
dream house”

“Every house we fix is your dream house!” McClain said quickly.

I ar thrilled to make Village Associates,
the #1 Lamornda Real Estate Firm,
rrry nesw home

After all, it's about finding the Right Fit.

I am an Orinda-lifer. Growing up in Oninda,

I attended all OUSD schools and Fell in love with the charm, comiioris
and hfestyle of Onnda. 50 much so that | couldn't wait to raise my
three daughters here.

| am actively involved in the Orinda community and arm
passionate about finding the right fit for buyers and sellers in the

town | love to call home
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