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The spring market has arrived and
it is HOT!

If you are considering a real estate change,
then it’s time to strategize - call me!

View MLS Listings online at LamorindaValues.com
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Orinda to Continue Downtown Parking

Discussions

By Laurie Snyder
“Surface and garage parking is

currently inadequate to sup-
port the local business community,”
wrote small business owner and
Orinda Chamber of Commerce vice
president Rick Kattenburg in a recent
letter to the Orinda City Council.
“Businesses complain. Employees
complain. Citizens complain. People
miss their appointments or are late,
many consumers go elsewhere to
shop. Business owners seek alterna-
tive parking solutions for their clients
and employees.”

Kattenburg and fellow chamber
members Victor Ivry and Richard
Westin have, since March 2012, been
meeting with Orinda Vision, police,
and city officials to try to find a work-
able solution. Local businesses were
surveyed and, according to the staff
report for council’s Feb. 19 meeting,
results were delivered with a recom-
mendation that the city establish a
downtown employee parking pro-
gram featuring permits that would
allow all day parking on streets in and

around the Crossroads area that cur-
rently have a four-hour parking limit.
Up to 50 downtown business employ-
ees might be parked at any one time.

Instead, staff proposed a smaller,
one-year trial for Crossroads employ-
ees to park only on Bates between
Davis and Muth.

In its deliberations, the council
considered the chamber’s study
which found, among other things, that
most business owners “focused on
ways to eliminate BART riders and
carpoolers from the downtown area.”
Roughly half of owners did not want
parking meters installed, saying me-
ters would not “fit with Orinda’s
friendly, small town environment”
and might drive customers away.

The council then also reviewed
resident input. In one letter, new
Orindan Sheri Scott articulated the
plight of the average working mom
— there is “no physical way to drop
my daughter off at school” and still
get a BART parking spot, plus no
shuttle service or parking available

within a mile’s walk to the station.
Owen Murphy wrote to suggest that
20 underutilized spaces at Wells
Fargo and 10 in the Mechanics Bank
upper lot might offer relief. He wor-
ries the city will change spaces from
two to four-hour use by employees —
a problem since those spaces “are
needed to accommodate residential
parking, gardeners with trailers, ap-
pliance/delivery repair vehicles,
[and] UPS delivery trucks.”

Council Member Steve Glazer
was surprisingly pessimistic, noting
that the city does not have jurisdic-
tion over BART’s Orinda station.
Council Member Dean Orr said the
community’s thinking must shift
from a downtown merchant versus
BART perspective — to not only con-
sider employee needs, but those of
residents who must be able to park
on their streets. The council voted 4-
0 (Sue Severson excused) to table the
pilot. Future meetings will be sched-
uled to allow for additional public
input.

$1,475,000
5/3.5. Highly Remodeled with Bonus
Rm. In Stonegate on Cul de Sac. Call
for private showing.

DRE# 00946092

.

ORINDA $949,000
3/3. Remodeled Orinda home near
downtown, flat yard, BART, freeway,
Orinda Schools~ has it All.

Maureen Wilbur DRE# 01268536

LAFAYETTE $1,799,000
5/3.5. Stunning custom home, 3195 sq.
ft.in sought after Springhill area. 3/4
acre lot,pool,spa.
Melanie Snow

DRE# 00878893

MORAGA $1,075,000
3/2. Updated throughout. High-end
finishes. On cul-de-sac with pool & views.

The Holcenberg Team
DRE# 01373412/00637795

ORINDA $1,175,000
4/2. Charming adobe with panoramic
views from the Bay.Big flat patio and
yard,front and back.

Laura Abrams DRE# 01272382

5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925.253.4600
2 Theatre Square, Suite 211 | Orinda | 925.253.6300
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David Pierce

They say you are known by the company you keep. We
are fortunate to be known for our extraordinary Sales
Associates that distinguish us in communities all over the
world, including right here in Lamorinda.

Today we are pleased and proud to announce another
exceptional association.

Welcome David Pierce to Coldwell Banker Orinda.

DAVID PIERCE
Broker/Realtor®
Coldwell Banker Orinda

5 Moraga Way | Orinda, CA 94563
D.925.254.5984 | O©.925.253.4600

F.925253.0416

david.pierce@cbnorcal.com | davidpierce.net
DRE #00964185
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LAFAYETTE

6/4. Spacious living on extra large lot.
Walk to downtown! Au pair unit, pool,
& sport court.

Meredith Linamen

MORAGA $625,000
3/2.5. Don’t miss this fantastic 2095 square
foot Carroll Ranch townhome!

Bev Arnold DRE# 01154860

LAFAYETTE $875,000
3/2.0On .54 acres, this 3/2 ranch home+
an office & art studio also has a large in-
law unit.

The Hattersley’s DRE# 01 181995/00445794
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LAFAYETTE $1,325,000
4/3. Country living/Lafayette Schools.
Gracious level in floor plan. Grassy yard with
pool.

Val Durantini

DRE# 01376796

DANVILLE $1,200,000
5/3.Lvl 2.97 acreage, resort-like prop.
w/6 stall barn. Pool, Spa and Sand
Volleyball court.

Kathy McCann DRE# 00946092

ORINDA $3,850,000
5/5.5. New construction! Amazingly
detail, latest technology, finest
materials, yd, vws, privacy.

The Beaubelle Group DRE# 00678426

LAFAYETTE $1,100,000
3/2. Completely updated 1907 sq feet,
chef’s kitchen, cul-de-sac, close to
trails & schools.

Elena Hood DRE# 01221247

$649,000
3/3. Terrific Moraga townhome,
convenient location, close to park, trails
and shopping.

Elena Hood DRE# 01221247

LAFAYETTE $995,000
3/3. Character & charm reminiscent of a
Berkeley Craftsman best describe this
gem.

Stack/Camras DRE# 01501769/01156248

californiamoves.com
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